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Introduction

In 2011, in the Oslo Ministerial Decision; European Forests 2020, ministers responsible for European
forests made a number of commitments, notably the Goals for European Forests and the European
2020 Targets for Forests. The eighth Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe,
to be held in Bratislava in 2020, will review progress towards these goals and targets, as well as
carrying out the regular study on the State of Europe’s Forests, based on the pan-European criteria
and indicators of sustainable forest management. The study will serve as background information to
shape political and technical discussions on future opportunities and challenges, and political
responses to these developments.
To improve data quality and to reduce the reporting burden, the reporting processes for the goals and
targets and for the qualitative indicators of sustainable forest management are being combined, as
there is significant overlap in the areas on which information is needed. This enquiry requests
information on progress towards the goals and targets, which mostly concern measures and actions
at the national level, as well as information on the qualitative indicators on sustainable forest
management, which concern legal, institutional, policy, financial and informational instruments.
Information provided for this enquiry, combined with the parallel enquiry on the quantitative indicators
of sustainable forest management, will provide sufficient information for the State of Europe’s Forests
2020, which will also report on progress towards the goals and targets.
This enquiry is structured according to the updated pan-European qualitative indicators for
sustainable forest management, as adopted in Annex 1 to the Madrid Ministerial Declaration 2015.
In completing the enquiry, you may wish to consult the following sources of information on policies
and institutions:
STATE OF EUROPE’S FORESTS 2015:
http://foresteurope.org/state-europes-forests-2015-report/
Background information for the updated pan-European indicators for sustainable forest
management:
http://foresteurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/3AG_UPI_Updated_Backgr_Info.pdf
FAO-LEX: http://faolex.fao.org/faolex
All FOREST EUROPE members are also members of the UN Forum on Forests, which will also
invite members to report, on a voluntary basis, on progress towards the Global Forest Goals and
Targets for a report scheduled for 2021. The two processes (global and pan-European) are
formally quite separate, but clearly overlap in subject matter. To the extent possible, this
reporting format has been designed to reduce the reporting burden, so that respondents may
provide the same information in both fora.

For more information please contact Liaison Unit Bratislava
(Liaison.Unit.Bratislava@foresteurope.org, rastislav.rasi@foresteurope.org)

Deadline for submission: 31 October 2018
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Part 1: Reporting on progress towards the Goals for European Forests
and the European 2020 Targets for Forests
With regard to the Forest Europe Work Programme 2016-2020, activity 4.2.4, please provide
information, following the template below, on the major actions and measures taken in your
country to achieve the Goals for European Forests and the European 2020 Targets for Forests. In the
interests of analysis and to facilitate the identification of regional trends, please keep your answer
short, restricting yourself to the five most important actions or measures, and identifying a
maximum of five remaining challenges. If you wish to list more actions, or provide more detail,
please do so in a separate message.
Please ensure that all the actions/measures and challenges you list are directly connected to the
specific goal or target, and not to more general forest governance measures (which are addressed in
the next part of this enquiry).

Goals for European Forests
During the FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference held in 2011 in Oslo, Norway, ministers
responsible for forests in Europe adopted eight “Goals for European Forests” which are of long term
nature. The below questions relate to the progress so far achieved.

Goal I. Sustainable management of all European forests ensures
multiple forest functions and enhances lasting provision of goods and
services
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken towards achieving Goal I
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Participation in the creation of forest management plans: A balance between
ecological, sociological and economic functions, in order to achieve harmony among
different expectations of several parties or forest users (e.g. owners, NGOs,
companies), is established through the participation in decision making procedure,
supervised by the Slovenia Forest Service. As part of this process, participants denote
areas of possible conflicts between production, ecological and social functions and
help define guidance for their harmonization. These plans are reviewed by the
Institute of the Republic of Slovenia for Nature Conservation, the Ministry of
Environment and Spatial Planning, and the Slovenian Water Agency.

2. Harmonization of different forest functions: Wood production (harvest, silviculture)
and social (recreation, tourism) actions and activities, are managed according to
sustainable forest management and ensuring best possible fit to period and space
needs of ecological functions specifics, as defined by the animal and other species
needs. Such collaboration significantly reduces stress and pressure on several
ecological functions, ensuring multiple forest functions. Areas of possible conflicts are
mapped and pointed out, with restrictions and solutions defined in forest
management plans (see Action 1 in Goal I), also representing plans for Natura 2000.

Supervision, control and monitoring: By their mission or impulse by other parties, are
forest development and activities realization, as defined in management plans and
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agreed in participative procedure (see Action 1, Goal I), controlled by the forest
service and inspection, while forestry institute covers forest inventory and the
Institute of the Republic of Slovenia for Nature Conservation habitat and species
status. Actions are taken to monitor forest functions harmonization, covered by forest
management plan realization, prescribed stimulations for forest owners to achieve
multiple forest functions, and to prepare starting point for future plans.
Action /
Measure 4
Action /
Measure 5

Please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve Goal I (maximum of 100
words per challenge, please)
Challenge 1

Harmonization of forest functions in the time of major disturbances: Climate change
increased number, period and intensity of disturbances (drought, wind throw, sleet,
forest fires). Swift actions are needed to preserve timber value in the sanitary cut and
to prevent further reduction of forest stand cover, as for example in consequent bark
beetle attacks or unstable newly formed stand edge on damaged forest land. This is
not always possible, like in the timing of in advance planned cut restrictions due to
the biodiversity functions (forest species needs) or soil erosion prevention measures
(timing of using skid trails).

Challenge 2

Game control and silviculture: Wood production, natural regeneration and silviculture
measures are in the fragile balance with the game (mostly red and road deer) number
and distribution, in which discordance can lead to over extensive browsing, bark
damage and problems with regeneration in case of grazing on buds of deciduous tree
species. Latter also leads to species diversity reduction in sapling stage. Advanced
planning of forest service and state supported protection measures, such as fences,
tree guards or chemical coating, reduce damage significantly. When not effective,
damage reimbursement is agreed with forest owner.
Challenge 3

Private forests and public access: More than 75 % of forests are privately owned,
however all forests, with exception of regulated entrance to virgin forests, are freely
accessible to public. Major use of forest is of social function purposes, especially
recreation and non-wood production. To promote forest multifunction schemes,
manners and regulations on amount of benefited non-wood forest products were
published. Despite organized control, inspection and forest service supervision,
regulation violation and conflicts between private and public interest appear,
especially in forests close to urban areas, recreational centres and in the specific areas
in mushroom picking period.
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Challenge 4

Challenge 5

Goal II. European forests contribute to a green economy, including
through increased provision of wood, other forest products and
ecosystem services from sustainable sources
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken towards achieving Goal II
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

Action plan "Wood is beautiful" Strategic document, as a joint effort of the Ministry
for agriculture, forestry and food, Ministry for economic development and technology,
as well as other departments and stakeholders from the forestry-wood chain, covers
financial support to forest owners and wood industry to achieve goals: creation of
wood, wood products and services market; increase in forest felling and care,
prescribed by the forest management plans; increasing the quantity and processing of
timber on the higher difficulty levels with new technologies, and; create new jobs and
growth in value added per employee in the wood processing industry.

Decree on green public procurement (Official Gazette of RS, No. 51/17) Legislation
instructs ordering the goods, services or works which have throughout their lifetime a
lower environmental impact than conventional ones, provide saving of natural
resources, materials and energy, and have the same or better functionality. For
example, article 6 directs that the proportion of wood or wood materials in the
furniture is at least 70 % of volume of the materials used for the manufacture of
furniture, and that the proportion of wood or wood materials in buildings is at least
30% of the volume of the materials.

Rural development Programme 2014-2020: Approved by the European Commission,
programme helps to increase competitiveness of sustainable forestry, and restoring,
preserving and enhancing ecosystems related to forestry. Special support was also
granted for restoring Slovenian forest habitats, damaged by the sleet and storm
disaster of February 2014. Forestry is supported in measures 8; Investments in forest
area development and improvement of the viability of forests; and 3 and 4: Building
and reconstruction of forest roads and skid trails. Measure 8 also supports forest
management practices, infrastructure and primary wood processing industry.

“Carefully with forest” (in Slovene: Skrbno z gozdom): Adjusted effort between the
ministry for forestry, forest inspection and service, under the slogan “Carefully with
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forest”, is using different communication tools to promote forest ecosystem functions,
well behaving in forest space, as well as admiring and respecting the property, which
forest is. Ten commands of published forest manners include various notifications on
forest trees, animals, recreation, littering, infrastructure and culture. Action also
represents answer to increasing number of conflicts between visitors and forest
owners, especially in the field of collecting non-wood products and driving restriction
abuse in natural surroundings.
Action /
Measure 5
Please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve Goal II (maximum of 100
words per challenge, please)
Challenge 1

Realization of possible, prescribed (allowed) cut and silvicultural measures: Majority
of Slovenian forests are privately owned, with great variability in property size and
realization of forest works. In cases, when owners are economically independent from
forest based income, realized cut and silvicultural measures lag behind planned
activities and allowed harvest quantities. Financial support has been available by
various means for several years in order to expand or optimize forest infrastructure
network (forest roads and skid trails), update forest mechanization, increase
management, harvest rates and forest tending.
Challenge 2

Safety in forest management activities: Combination of irregular, seasonal or
occasional work, lack of experience and outdated equipment of private forest owners,
especially of smaller size properties, results in low work and profit/cost efficiency, as
well as in the number of accidents, connected to harvesting operations. In privately
owned forests have been, in the time period 1980-2000, 13 deadly accidents annually.
Despite many actions taken, from educating forest owners to stipulating buying
newer, safer equipment, there are still possibilities to improve the situation.
Challenge 3

Challenge 4

Challenge 5

Goal III. Forest management in Europe is being adapted to changes in
climate, forests are healthy and resilient to natural hazards and
protected against human-induced threats such as forest fires, and the
productive and protective functions of forests are maintained
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken towards achieving Goal III
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(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

Three levels of forest management plans; Decadal regional forest management plans
(14 in Slovenia, current period 2011-2020), with overview on forest development,
prescribe regionally specified measures on forest health and tree species adaptability
to climate. Second level forest unit management plans (more than 220, each year 10 %
are renewed) and detailed silviculture plans from third, operational level, implement
prescribed measures from higher level plans, with focus on individual forest stand.
This way, knowledge from science investigations, forest monitoring and modelling,
approved in regional plans, is in the coming decade influencing and guiding forest
stand management.

Close-to-nature forest management; Forest management has, by mimicking and
imitation of natural courses, as monitored and observed in numerous forest reserves
in various forest types, a great influence on naturalness, forest resilience and vitality.
Combining species selection in the thinning process, gradual final cut and natural
regeneration, as well multiple species forest stand management, enables genetic
variability and improved adaptation to site characteristics and ongoing climate change.
Wood production and other forest functions are therefore ensured by diversification
on multi tree species with different production period and ecological needs, as well as
different adaptability to changes in the environment.

Public forestry service, inspection and observation; Competent institutions survey,
monitor and record forest vitality, tree species increments rate, adaptation and
response to climate factors, and other indicators of sustainable forest management.
Goal of providing a diagnostic reporting service, developing an information system for
research purposes, and monitoring forestry seeding and nursery activities, is to
evaluate possible forest degradation and prevent possible damage, and further more
to inspect, control and observe on possible threats. When needed, measures like
issuing of ordinance on sanitary cut, placing pests’ traps or building fire barriers are
prescribed and their realization controlled.

Forest protection scheme; Aligned with the climate change scenarios, represent
invasive species, present diseases and over multiplying of domestic pests a serious
threat to Slovenian forests. Slovenian Forestry Institute prepared online database or a
portal on this matter: https://www.zdravgozd.si/ (in Slovene). It comprises news,
literature, contacts and online manual with pictures and description to help forest
owners, forest service and other institutions in early recognition and detection of
invasive species or outburst of domestic species, enabling swift and correct response
of competent services. Together with active role of informed forest owners this
scheme greatly reduces damage to forests.

Action /
Measure 5
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Please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve Goal III (maximum of 100
words per challenge, please)
Challenge 1

Lack of realized silviculture measures in privately owned forests. Prescribed measures
in privately owned forests are, in general, realized at lower rate, which hindrance
overview on their suitability and purpose. In some cases, planned activities not carried
out, endanger forest health and resilience to natural hazards and forest fires, and
reduce the quality wood production and protective functions of forests. While
prescribed measures, for which provisions are available, are not legally binding, is
opposite in issued ordinance on sanitary cut, where forest owner is, by the law,
obliged to execute protective measures himself or by a third party.
Challenge 2

Threat of new invasive species Appearance or introduction of new invasive species is,
especially in the light of increasing air temperatures and global trading market of
wood and non-wood products, a constant threat for Slovenian forests, rich in forest
types and biodiversity. Not native species (viruses, fungi, plants, animals) can differ in
the pathways of introduction, and for this reason, it can be a demanding task to
identify non-native species as such. Great effort and knowledge sharing among
several institutions, and observations, questions asked by the general public, is to
thank for conserving and protecting forests against new threats.
Challenge 3

Challenge 4

Challenge 5

Goal IV. The potential of European forests to mitigate climate change,
through carbon sequestration in trees and soils, carbon storage in forest
products and substitution of non-renewable materials and energy
sources, is utilised to minimise Europe’s ecological footprint without
harming the global carbon balance
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken towards achieving Goal IV
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action plan "Wood is beautiful" (in Slovene: Les je lep); Forests, wood and its
incorporation in decreasing of CO2 emissions are a strategic priority for Slovenia, for
this reason action plan is of great importance to promoting use of wood in
construction and furniture industry, as well as in design, creating greater use of
harvested wood products and increasing carbon storage as well as enabling
substitution for non-renewable materials. It comprises financial support through
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various activities, from forestry operations (harvesting, logging) to wood industry
activities, with common goal to increase strength and importance of forest-wood
chain.
Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

Action /
Measure 5

Rural development plan; To improve Slovenian forests’ potential, that is to increase
carbon sequestration and storage through taking greater advantage of yield in time,
are private forest owners, who manage more than 2/3 of forests, supported in actions
of updating forest equipment (to help increase possible cut) and primary wood
industry, forest silviculture work (trees planting) to maintain permanent forest stand
cover, and optimization of skid trail and forest roads network (building new and
reconstruction of old ones).

Constant forest stand cover; Structural and species diversity of forest cover reduces
possibility of disturbances and extent of damage. However, when catastrophic events
(sleet, forest fire, wind throw) disturb greater forest areas and when natural
regeneration is not able to restore forest cover on affected forest land in sufficient
time, reforestation with prescribed tree species’ saplings takes place. Goal is to
sequestrate as fast and as much of carbon and to prevent possible soil erosion on bare
ground. Measure is in alignment with the species diversity tendency as a
precautionary measure against future threats and disturbances.

Slovenian Environmental Public Fund (Eco Fund); Established as a legal public entity
under the 1993 Environmental Protection Act, fund provides loans and grants to legal
entities, sole traders and individuals (households) for investments in environmentally
sound technologies, infrastructure and products, energy saving investments, use of
renewable energy sources, and for conversion from fossil fuels to renewable energy
sources. Eco Fund’s subsidies have a positive effect on new green jobs, sustainable
development of the construction planning and business, as well as on the
development of the use of strategic renewable resources, such as wood.

Deadwood; Defined as standing or lying trees, parts of trees, branches and harvest
residues, represent habitat for several species, water-holding capacity and carbon
storage. Aside to their amount (at least 3 % of growing stock), structure is important
with equal distribution in all dimeter classes. Their amount is prescribed with Rules on
forest protection (Official Gazette, No. 114/09 and 31/16), while structure in
management plans. Furthermore, compensations are available for planned deadwood
keeping in the forest stand, up to 10 m3/ha at value up to 25 €/m3 (Rules on financing
and co-financing investments in forests (Official Gazette, 86/16).

Please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve Goal IV (maximum of 100
words per challenge, please)
Challenge 1

Natural disturbances Greatest threat in mitigating climate change through carbon
sequestration in trees and soils represent natural disturbances, especially forest fire.
Such events reduce several decade long efforts and practices and emit great amounts
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of long-term sequestrated carbon in short period of time. Planning of such events is
challenging, but expected in the light of climate change and for this reason specific
measures are prescribed. However, there is also a trade-off between the highest
possible levels of carbon sequestration in forest stands and their suitability or
resistivity to disturbances.
Challenge 2

Challenge 3

Challenge 4

Challenge 5

Goal V. The loss of forest biodiversity in Europe is halted and degraded
forests are restored or rehabilitated
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken towards achieving Goal V
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Reforestation after disturbance: Slovenian forests, degraded or mismanaged in 17th
and 18th century, reached in the following decades growing stock of exceeding 300
m3/ha and area covering more than half of the country. Also their ecological, social,
and productive functions were restored. Past experiences also contributed to the
management system in which, in cases of large disturbances (fire, wind throw),
reforestation takes place, also in combination with natural regeneration, to quickly
restore forest area and forest functions. Saplings of approved trees species, according
to the management plan, also honey trees, are available for forest land owner for free.

Designated biodiversity areas; Forest areas like Natura 2000, Ecologically Important
Areas, virgin and other primary forests (altogether more than 9,500 ha), eco-cells, as
well as deadwood and habitat trees (as defined in regulations on the forests
protection), are by the purpose intended for improving habitats, vulnerable forest
species status and large carnivores habitats. Legal backgrounds for this actions are:
Regulation of protective forests and forests with special purpose (Official Gazette of
RS, 39/15), Rules on financing and co-financing investments in forests (OG of RS,
86/16), and Regulations on the Protection of Forests (OG of RS, No. 114/09 and
31/16).

Action /
Measure 3
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Compensations; Compensations, direct payments or cross-compliances are available
when measures for strengthening ecological functions (mostly biodiversity), defined
by the regulations and prescribed in the forest management plans, limit forest owners
from benefiting of natural resources (wood production function), or when wildlife
causes damages in forest stands, road surfaces or agricultural land. Compensations for
biodiversity function are also paid, for example, for preserving deadwood amount in
the forest stand, up to 10 m3/ha at value up to 25 €/m3.
Action /
Measure 4

Action /
Measure 5

Natura 2000 plans: Majority of forest unit management plans also represent plans for
management of several Natura 2000 sites in Slovenia, encompassing 7,684 km2, which
covers approximately 37 % of the country. Only one quarter of the Natura 2000 forest
area falls within the Triglav National Park, regional and landscape parks, nature
reserves or natural monuments, while the rest represent multipurpose and
multifunctional managed forests. Forest management and operations in these forests
are planned and executed in respect and harmony to wildlife needs with
simultaneously wood production and harvest up keeping.

Time and space harmonization; Regional forest management plans include a long-term
plan of hunting management areas and take into account game requirements. They
also define conditions and location of the priority areas for wildlife, and specify where,
what and how it is necessary to protect the existence of the game. This way, the
annual rhythm of life of wild animals and living requirements and game is taken into
account. As a result, it is forbidden to work in the forest, upon which smooth
reproduction, that is mating phase, lodging, hatching and rearing, would be impeded
or prevented.

Please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve Goal V (maximum of 100
words per challenge, please)
Challenge 1

Invasive species as a threat, produced by climate change; There are several impacts
invasive species have on domestic species, from competition for the resources, to
causing illness or sickness, presenting threat to local forest biodiversity. Quick and
correct response of competent services is critical step to ensure long lasting harmony
of existing animal and plants habitats in changing climate.
Challenge 2

Catastrophic events and climate change; Habitats of specific forest species are under
the process of quick and powerful events like forest fires and wind throw, as well as
slow change of environment, mostly climate, with air temperature increase and
change in precipitation regime (amount, intensity). Recognition and identification of
future threats is a step forward in preserving forest biodiversity today.
Challenge 3

Challenge 4
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Challenge 5

Goal VI. The role of forests in combating the progress of desertification
is strengthened
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken towards achieving Goal VI
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1
Action /
Measure 2
Action /
Measure 3
Action /
Measure 4
Action /
Measure 5
Please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve Goal VI (maximum of 100
words per challenge, please)
Challenge 1

Challenge 2

Challenge 3

Challenge 4

Challenge 5

Goal VII. Socioeconomic and cultural benefits, especially for livelihoods,
rural development and employment from European forests are
optimised
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken towards achieving Goal VII
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(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

Action /
Measure 5

Socioeconimic benefits: Since 2007, Rural Development Plan supports private forest
owners in various ways, currently in updating forest and primary wood industry
equipment, as well as in investments in building new and renovation of old skid trails
and forest roads. Measure helps private owners to increase realized cut, to achieve
higher productivity, access greater wood market and to improve profit from their
forest. In combination with support to farm owners from highland, this measure is
affective in rural areas, fulfilling its purpose of developing countryside.
Cultural benefits: Forest and wood benefits are introduced to broader society through
recreational function and events like: “Forest week”, an annual event, connecting
forestry institutions and broader society with slogans “Forest is culture” or
“Knowledge for forest”, etc. Wood art is promoted by several galleries and Slovenian
Forestry Institutes’ Gallery, or by “Forma Viva Open Air Wood Sculpture Collection” in
town Kostanjevica na Krki, one of the four main Forma Viva Collections in Slovenia.
Crown presents "Wood charm" (in Slovene: “Čar lesa”), i.e. annual Exhibition and
Convention event, dedicated to wood in modern design.
Auction of the most valuable timber assortments in Slovenia; To increase income from
the limited amount of the harvested trees, the Association of Forest Owners of the
Mislinja Valley and the Association of Forest Owners of Slovenia, in cooperation with
the Slovenia Forest Service, organize (last year the ninth) auctions of the most valuable
timber assortments. Private forest owners from across the country participate with
their selected logs of various tree species for which, in the case of outstanding quality,
high prices are reached and sold mostly abroad.
Promoting wood and forest functions; Ministerial action under the slogan "Carefully
with forest", promotes forests as a valuable national source of social functions, as well
as wood and non-wood products. It recognises importance of forests, water, animals
and their role in our culture, reminds forest owners and visitors on rules for
coexistence of several users in forest space by setting basic manners and pointing out
important legislations.
The Forest Owners Associations; Founded in 2006, the association represents 29 local
forest owners’ societies and about 4000 forest owners. The association works in
support of the increased forest owners’ economy and management as well as the
implementation of forest and hunting legislation. Some of the tasks include
organisation of common sales of timber, trainings and education, common purchase
of tools, machinery and safety equipment and forest certification.

Please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve Goal VII (maximum of 100
words per challenge, please)
Challenge 1

Forest skid and road network; Despite fruitful investments in the years after 2007
from the Rural development plan, improved skid trail and forest roads network is still
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not optimal. This limits forest owners from economically more effective forest
management in areas with longer skidding distances or with combination of manual
labour. Such logging activities are more challenging as well as more dangerous,
especially in the steep forest areas.
Challenge 2

Forest co-ownerships; High number of forest co-ownerships, forest properties on
several locations and their small sizes, hinder communication and work of forest
service, as well as work efficiency of forest owners themselves (i.e. building new
forest roads, joint harvest and sell of harvested wood). Legal actions were taken to
improve situation (right of pre-emption, limiting of forest property sizes to being not
smaller than 5 ha).
Challenge 3

Logging cots; High costs of logging, especially in case of small forest owners, not
properly equipped or with outdated equipment, reduce interests for forest
management. This is most obvious in the group of forest owners, economically
independent from forestry related income and with house heating system, not based
on fire wood.
Challenge 4

Challenge 5

Goal VIII. Illegal logging and associated trade in wood and other forest
products are eliminated in Europe;
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken towards achieving Goal VIII
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Cutting permit; Each individual tree in forest, with dbh greater than 10 cm, is cut
under the written order or cutting permit, which is based on forest unit management
plans and detailed silviculture plans, and issued to the forest owner by the Slovenia
Forest Service. Data on future harvested trees i.e. number of trees, tree species and
size is collected and processed in managerial records.

Carrying document or book document; All forest wood assortments, loaded on the
transport vehicle or transported by road, are, in order to monitor the origin or the
traceability of forest wood assortments traffic, and implementing control in
accordance with Forest Act, accompanied by the book document. This document can
be checked by the police, forestry inspection or financial administration, as defined in
the article 17.b of the Forest Act.
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Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

General control; Slovenia forest service, forestry inspection and financial
administration of the Republic of Slovenia control forest management and wood
transportation and traffic. During harvest and logging operations, inspection and
forest service control forest owner actions. Additional control is the comparison
between change in growing stock in forest stand, representing realized cut, and the
data on allowed cut, as originating from the cutting permit.

Certifications, products labelling; Harvested wood products are labelled after harvest
in order to enable direct control. Indirect promotion of legal cut is wood certification.
For example, FSC and PEFC promote sustainable forest management practises and
legal harvesting framework. Products with such certificates can achieve higher costs or
access greater, wider wood market. reater, wider wood market.

Action /
Measure 5
Please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve Goal VIII (maximum of
100 words per challenge, please)
Challenge 1

Imported wood; Wood, imported from other, undeveloped countries, by the
companies, not strictly following rules on importing wood from countries outside EU,
represent health risk (importing non-native species) as well as unfair practise and
competition to native, local network of companies and forest owners with their long
history of sustainability in the country.
Challenge 2

Challenge 3

Challenge 4

Challenge 5

European 2020 Targets for Forests
During the FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference held in 2011 in Oslo, Norway, ministers
responsible for forests in Europe adopted also nine “European 2020 Targets for Forests”. These
targets are supposed to be achieved by 2020 and the below questions focus on information related
to the extent of achievement.

Target I. All European countries have developed and are implementing
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national forest programmes, or its equivalent, in line with the shared
vision and goals and the pan-European approach to national forest
programmes
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken to achieve Target I (maximum
of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be referenced as
Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Forest Development Programme of Slovenia; The program (Official Gazette of RS,
no. 14/96), based on the international obligations of our country, and in accordance
with the eleven chapters of Agenda 21 adopted at the UNCED in Rio de Janeiro and
1992, drawn up national forestry action program for the management, conservation
and sustainable development of forests, integrated with other land uses. The
program takes into the account also provisions of the Alpine Convention, the
Resolutions adopted at the MCPFE Strasbourg 1991 and Helsinki 1993, and the
Convention on Biological Diversity (Rio de Janeiro 1992).

Resolution on the National Forest Programme; International documents, considered
in the creation of the National Forest Programme (Official Gazette of RS, no. 111/07)
are for example: UNCED, UNFCCC, the Convention on Biological Diversity, MCPFE,
the Kyoto Protocol, EU forestry strategy, Action Plan for the EU Forest COM (2006),
EU legislation Directive on the conservation of wild birds, and Directive on the
conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora. Program succeeds
Forest Development Programme and sets new forest models, optimal growing stock
and new ratio of harvested increment.

5-year Operational Programme on achieving National Forest Programme; In order to
monitor progress and define new forest management objectives and measures is
National Forest Programme updated every five years, with reports on achieved
actions.

Action /
Measure 4
Action /
Measure 5
Do you consider the target to be achieved at national level?
Target fully achieved
On track to achieve target (we expect to achieve the target by 2020)
Progress to achieve target (but we do not expect to achieve the target by 2020
No progress
If not fully achieved, please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve
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Target I (maximum of 100 words per challenge, please).
Challenge 1

Challenge 2

Challenge 3

Challenge 4

Challenge 5

Target II. In addressing emerging issues forest knowledge is improved
through research, education, innovation, information sharing and
communication
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken to achieve Target II (maximum
of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be referenced as
Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Research; Slovenian Forestry Institute (http://en.gozdis.si/home/) and partly
Biotechnical faculty- Department for forestry and renewable forest resources
(http://www.bf.uni-lj.si/en/forestry/about/) perform, on the basis of targeted
research programmes, research projects from Slovenian research agency, Life +
projects, EU funds, Norway grants, etc, various investigations on forests and with
forestry connected subjects, from ecosystems, politics, economics to nature
protection.

Education; Schools and faculties, for example Secondary School for Forestry and Wood
Technology, and Biotechnical faculty- Department for forestry and renewable forest
resources, educate, implement and share knowledge on forests with future forest
workers, engineers and doctors, as well as inform common public on forest meaning.

Information; is shared not only in formal education, but also on various conventions,
Forestry Study Days, Forest Week, online platform "Healty forest”
(https://www.zdravgozd.si/; only in Slovene), public presentations on graduation
themes, etc. Importance of forest is also recognized in support to forest owners and
awarding most attentive forest owner by the Slovenia forest service.
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Action /
Measure 4

Communication-example; Communication between different institution, public and
forest owners is well organized in creating new forest unit management plans. In the
process of creating draft plan, participation is prescribed in two phases; collecting first
ideas, comments on past and present forest management, and in second phase, when
management plan for future 10 year period is created by the forest service. Comments
are collected, possibly included in the plan and explanation prepared by the forest
service. Accepted management plans are latter available online for the whole binding
period.

Action /
Measure 5
Do you consider the target to be achieved at national level?
Target fully achieved
On track to achieve target (we expect to achieve the target by 2020)
Progress to achieve target (but we do not expect to achieve the target by 2020
No progress
If not fully achieved, please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve
Target II (maximum of 100 words per challenge, please).
Challenge 1

Challenge 2

Challenge 3

Challenge 4

Challenge 5

Target III. In response to political objectives on the use of renewable
raw material and energy in Europe, the supply of wood and other forest
products from sustainably managed forests has increased substantially
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken to achieve Target III
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
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referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

Forest management practise: All forests in Slovenia are managed in a sustainable
manner, based on three levels of forest management plans, close-to nature silviculture
system, support from forest monitoring, general rule of harvesting less than
increment, and forest growth models, controlled by gained knowledge from numerous
forest reserves in different forest types. In the year 2018, realization of management
plans was at 89 %, or long term (10 year period) 80 %.

Increased cut: Combination of increased forest cover in Slovenia in the last six
decades, increasing growth stock and governmental support and effort, resulted in
increasing allowable and realized cut in the years from the establishment of forest
service in 1993 on, especially from 2007 on with increased rate of harvest to
increment, and increased sanitary cut in years 2014, 2017 and 2018, has resulted in
increased supply of wood on market. Despite this fact, market is not yet saturated
with harvested wood products, also in the account of Italian and Austrian wood
market.

Support to management activities; Rural development funds, Action plan "Wood is
beautiful" and other forms of formal and organized supports, enabled forest road
network expanding and equipping forest owners with newer technologies, which
resulted in higher realization of allowable, prescribed cut and increased wood supply.

Use of wood; In line with the support to forest management, wood was promoted,
with various measures, as energy, construction or design material. Consumption of
wood for energy use is strongly dependent on winter conditions (colder wintergreater use of wood) and is slowly decreasing on the account of improved housing
isolation. On the other side is consumption of wood increasing on the account of
construction, housing sectors.

Action /
Measure 5
Do you consider the target to be achieved at national level?
Target fully achieved
On track to achieve target (we expect to achieve the target by 2020)
Progress to achieve target (but we do not expect to achieve the target by 2020
No progress
If not fully achieved, please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve
Target III (maximum of 100 words per challenge, please).
Challenge 1
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Maximum allowable cut, defined in relation to increment and growth models, is still
not realized. In the year 2018, realization of management plans was at 89 %, or long
term (10 year period) 80 %.
Challenge 2

Optimum forest road network is still not achieved.
Challenge 3

All forest owners are still not equipt with the highest standard of efficienty and safety
standards.
Challenge 4

Business model of small forest owners cooperation is still behind targeted results.
Challenge 5

Target IV. The full value of forest ecosystem services across Europe is
being estimated with a view to using common valuation approaches,
and that values are increasingly reflected in relevant national policies
and market-based instruments such as payments for ecosystem services
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken to achieve Target IV
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

Payments for forest ecosystem services in general are realized in the form of payed
tree saplings (supported also by the Rural development fund), financial support for
tending and forest protection measures (state budget; Regulations on the Protection
of Forests (Official Gazette of RS, Nos. 114/09 and 31/16).

Financial support to forest owners for building forest roads and skid trails in return to
free access to forests and touristic and recreational function, etc.

Hunting tourism; Tourists pay for the wildlife observing, hunting allowance, and for
the trophies. Special purpose hunting ground made in 2018 over 1 mio € from hunting
tourism (hunting and observing) and hosted over 1,900 hunting guests, some of them
several times.

Biodiversity; compensations, direct payments or cross-compliances are available when
measures for strengthening ecological functions (biodiversity), prescribed in the plans
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and defined by the regulations, limit forest owners from benefiting of natural
resources.
Action /
Measure 5
Do you consider the target to be achieved at national level?
Target fully achieved
On track to achieve target (we expect to achieve the target by 2020)
Progress to achieve target (but we do not expect to achieve the target by 2020
No progress
If not fully achieved, please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve
Target IV (maximum of 100 words per challenge, please).
Challenge 1

Challenge 2

Challenge 3

Challenge 4

Challenge 5

Target V. All European countries include strategies for forests and
climate change adaptation and mitigation in national forest
programmes or equivalents and all other relevant national strategies
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken to achieve Target V (maximum
of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be referenced as
Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Adaptation to climate change is embedded in forest management itself, with
legislation on forest protection and management measures (Law on forest, for
example). Among others, Slovenian forest management is based on close-to-nature
management (imitating natural dynamics, natural regeneration, tree species diversity,
genetic diversity, support to ecological functions, etc.), and protecting forests from
invasive species, forest fires, bark beetle attacks.
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Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

Action /
Measure 5

Strategic framework for climate change adaptation (2016); Framework proposes in
more detail individual horizontal measures or activities that may contribute to
adaptation to climate change, thereby reducing Slovenia’s exposure, sensitivity and
vulnerability to climate change impacts and increasing its climate resilience and
adaptive capacity.

Slovenian agriculture and forestry adaptation to climate change; action plan for 2010
and 2011, by the Ministry for agriculture, forestry and food, based on the Strategy for
adapting Slovenian agriculture and forestry to climate change (2008), accepted by the
government of the Republic of Slovenia on 18. 6. 2008, includes capacity building on
adaptation control of agriculture and forestry.

Strategy for adapting Slovenian agriculture and forestry to climate change (2008)
(accepted by the government of the Republic of Slovenia on 18. 6. 2008) is the main
document in adaptation to climate change. Strategy and action plan follow EU
guidelines on measures of adapting to climate change. Purpose of the "White book",
edited by the Commission of European society, is to stimulate member states and
agricultural community to debate on adaptation and preparing suitable measures.
Stated in the action plan follow strategy for agriculture and forestry, financial
resources are ensured with the budget item no. 9528- adaptation to climate change.

LULUCF- Forest national accounting plan (NFAP), National energy and climate plan
(NECP) with period till 2030 and with vision till 2050, and Slovenian Development
Strategy with Sustainable natural resource management (goal: ensuring the
sustainable development of forests as ecosystems from the perspective of their
ecological, economic and social functions).

Do you consider the target to be achieved at national level?
Target fully achieved
On track to achieve target (we expect to achieve the target by 2020)
Progress to achieve target (but we do not expect to achieve the target by 2020
No progress
If not fully achieved, please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve
Target V (maximum of 100 words per challenge, please).
Challenge 1

LULUCF NFAP and NECP plan are in 2019 in the process of review or evaluation. Final
plans are to be adopted.
Challenge 2
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Many measures are still ongoing, especially from the Rural development funds and
Action plan "Wood is beautiful".
Challenge 3

Challenge 4

Challenge 5

Target VI. The rate of loss of forest biodiversity at habitat level is at
least halved and where feasible brought close to zero, and measures are
taken to significantly reduce forest fragmentation and degradation and
to restore degraded forests
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken to achieve Target VI
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

Merging small forest parcels; Article 23, Agricultural Land Act (Official Gazette of RS,
Nos. 71/11, 58/12 , 27/16 , 27/17 - KME-1D and 79/17): With the purchase of forests
or farms, if not specified otherwise, there is preemptive right of preemption
beneficiaries in the following order: 1. Co-owner; 2. The owner whose land it owns is
adjacent land to the one for sale; 3. The tenant of land which is for sale; 4. Another
forest owner; 5. The agricultural organization or individual entrepreneur to them or
farm land required for the performance of agricultural or forestry activities; 6. state
owned forestry company.

Preemptive right of Republic of Slovenia to buy protective forests (protective function
on degraded areas) and forests with emphasized research function or protecting
natural and cultural heritage (Article 47, Law on forest).

Forest parcels, smaller than 5 ha, can not be divided into smaller parcels (Article 47,
Law on forest).

Regulations on the Protection of Forests (Official Gazette of RS, Nos. 114/09 and
31/16) defines prohibited actions, which degrade forest functions.

Action /
Measure 5
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Do you consider the target to be achieved at national level?
Target fully achieved
On track to achieve target (we expect to achieve the target by 2020)
Progress to achieve target (but we do not expect to achieve the target by 2020
No progress
If not fully achieved, please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve
Target VI (maximum of 100 words per challenge, please).
Challenge 1

Challenge 2

Challenge 3

Challenge 4

Challenge 5

Target VII. The role of forests in combating desertification is fully
recognised and forests are also managed to that end
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken to achieve Target VII
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1
Action /
Measure 2
Action /
Measure 3
Action /
Measure 4
Action /
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Measure 5
Do you consider the target to be achieved at national level?
Target fully achieved
On track to achieve target (we expect to achieve the target by 2020)
Progress to achieve target (but we do not expect to achieve the target by 2020
No progress
If not fully achieved, please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve
Target VII (maximum of 100 words per challenge, please).
Challenge 1

Challenge 2

Challenge 3

Challenge 4

Challenge 5

Target VIII. All European countries have policies and measures which
ensure a significant increase in socio-economic and cultural benefits,
especially for human health, livelihoods, rural development and
employment from forests
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken to achieve Target VIII
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Rural development plan; supports private forest owners in updating forest and
primary wood industry equipment, in order to enable higher profit from their forest.

Action plan "Wood is beautiful" (in Slovene: Les je lep): Promotes use of wood as
industrial material and energy source, provides financial support for various measures
in forest management and wood industry.

Action /
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Measure 3
Action /
Measure 4
Action /
Measure 5
Do you consider the target to be achieved at national level?
Target fully achieved
On track to achieve target (we expect to achieve the target by 2020)
Progress to achieve target (but we do not expect to achieve the target by 2020
No progress
If not fully achieved, please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve
Target VIII (maximum of 100 words per challenge, please).
Challenge 1

Measures and financial schemes are still ongoing, even beyond 2020 (for example
next programming period for Rural development fund).
Challenge 2

Challenge 3

Challenge 4

Challenge 5

Target IX. Effective measures are taken at regional, sub-regional and
national levels to eliminate illegal logging and associated trade
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken to achieve Target IX
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Financial administration of the Republic of Slovenia, Slovenia Forest Service and
forestry inspection control and monitor allowed cut, logging, first phases of wood
industry and wood marketing. Each year, annual plan of control is defined.
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Action /
Measure 2

Certifications; control of sustainable forest management, trees are cut according to
the forest management plans.

Action /
Measure 3
Action /
Measure 4
Action /
Measure 5
Do you consider the target to be achieved at national level?
Target fully achieved
On track to achieve target (we expect to achieve the target by 2020)
Progress to achieve target (but we do not expect to achieve the target by 2020
No progress
If not fully achieved, please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve
Target IX (maximum of 100 words per challenge, please).
Challenge 1

Challenge 2

Challenge 3

Challenge 4

Challenge 5
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Part 2: Reporting on the pan‐European Qualitative Indicators
Reporting on pan-European Qualitative Indicators consists of five overall forest policy and
governance indicators (Indicators 1-5) and indicators for policies, institutions and instruments related
to 6 criteria for SFM (Indicators C1-6).
Please see Annex 1 for “Terms and Definitions”.
For reporting, please note the following:
1. All requests for responses are limited to approximately 100 words or 650 letters (including
blank spaces) automatically in order to keep the analytical efforts within reasonable bounds.
If you wish to provide more detail, please do so in a separate message.
2. Significant changes since 2014 will be analysed systematically. If no information is provided,
that will be interpreted as “no significant change”.
3. Please provide further information on the measures taken, as deemed relevant, e.g. major
partners in implementation, period, and budget involved experiences made (lessons learned,
obstacles encountered and solutions).
4. Please provide the latest information available unless otherwise specified.
5. Please specify reference documents as follows: - Author or institution. Year of publication (if
published). Title. Reference Number. Publisher, Link;
6. In terms of indicators C1-C6, please report only these changes in policies, institutions and
instruments that are related specifically to the individual criteria, the overall status and
changes related to the SFM should be reported under indicators 1-5.

2A: Forest Policy and Governance
The five overall Forest policy and governance indicators cover the overall policy approaches, institutions and instruments for
implementation and communication of SFM:

1. National Forest Programmes (NFPs) or equivalent;
2. Institutional frameworks;
3. Legal/regulatory framework: National (and/or sub-national) and international
commitments;
4. Financial and economic instruments;
5. Information and communication.

1. National forest programmes (NFP) or equivalent
NFP or equivalent process/documents for forest related dialogue, policy development
& implementation
Existence of NFP or
equivalent process

Yes, at national level
Yes, at subnational level
No
Under elaboration
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Ministry responsible for forestry
Main formal decision
making body of the
process

Significant changes
related to the NFP or
equivalent process since
2014

Key lessons learned on
the NFP process or
similar

Body with members other than Ministry responsible for forestry
Other. Please specify:

Yes

If yes, please describe the reason/s for and type
of changes [max.100 words]:

No

Please specify [max. 100 words], particularly on the NPF
principles related to NFP as iterative process, stakeholder
participation and approaches to inter-sectoral coordination and
collaboration:

In the proces of making national NFP, 25 forestry-connected
representating organizations prepaired draft to refresh predecessor,
Forest Development Programme, acting as a basis for several workshops
on which final NFP was delivered under the supervision of Slovenian
Ministry for Agriculture, Forestry and Food (MAFF). Operational, 5 year
plans, are now published for updating the NFP.

Name:

National Forest Programme
Main forest policy
document other than law
(such as national forest
programme, forest policy
statement, strategy or
other)

Internet link:

http://pisrs.si/Pis.web/pregledPredpisa?id=RESO56#
Starting year:

NFP 2007, based on Forest Development Program of Slovenia
from 1996.
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Inclusion of FOREST
EUROPE (FE)
instruments in the
main forest policy
document

Evaluation of the
implementation of NFP or
similar process

Binding status of the main
(other than law) forest
policy document
Allocation of financial
resources for the
implementation of NFP or
equivalent document /
process)

Significant changes
related to the main forest
policy document during
last five years

Yes explicit Partially
o

FE definition of SFM

o

FE criteria and indicators for
SFM

o

FE guidelines for NFPs

o

FE Classification of Protected
and Protective Forests and
Other Wooded Land

o

FE Pan-European
Operational Level
Guidelines for Sustainable
Forest Management.

o

FE Pan-European
Guidelines for Afforestation
and Reforestation

Periodically, pre-specified in the main forest policy document
Irregularly conducted
Not specified
Other:

Main one is 5-year Opearational Programme on NFP, including
Report on implementation of NFP. There are also Annual
reports on work and forests of Slovenia Forest Service.

Compulsory
Recommendatory
Bulk allocation
Goal-specified allocation
Relying on external resources
Not specified, not planned
Other:

Yes

If yes, please describe the reason/s for and
type of changes [max.100 words]

No
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No

Existence of other overall
policy instruments/
documents from the sector
or other sectors that
explicitly encourage SFM
or address key forest
policy issues

Yes
No
Title:

Natura 2000 Management programme for Slovenia for the
period 2015-2020
Internet links:

http://www.natura2000.si/en/life-management/natura-2000management-programme-for-the-period-2015-2020/
Reporting notes
“Formal NFP process” means a process which is formally and explicitly acknowledged and referred to
as an “NFP process” acc. Vienna Resolution 1
(http://foresteurope.org/docs/MC/MC_vienna_resolutionV1.pdf).
1

2. Institutional frameworks

Please specify the type of forestrelated institutional arrangements
according to their responsibility

Government
bodies and public
organizations

Part of
ministry

Sub-national
ministries or
similar bodies

- forest policy administration
- legislative supervision & enforcement
- support to private forest management
- management of public forests
- forest management planning
- forest inventory
- research (Target 2)
Other. Please specify:

Lines: 3,5,6,7: Slovenia Forest Service;
4: Other bodies: Slovenia state-owned
forestry company SiDG; 6,7: Slovenian
Forestry Institute; 7: Biotechnical
faculty, department for forestry and
renewable forest resources .
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Other bodies.
Please specify
below

Comments [max. 100 words]

2017;
Full
time
equival
ent

Name or group/type1:

Government bodies and public organizations

Total

1284
3

...of which forest administration
Forest-related
staff2 Resources
and capacity of
government
bodies and public
organizations
related to forests
(Goals 7, Target
8)

790
...of which management of public forests

356
…of which public forest research, education and training institutions
and other specialized agencies

138

… of which other permanent or temporary workers

Comments [max. 100 words]

majority
permanent

Personell in 2017: MAFF- forestry sector: 13/Slovenia Forest Service
757/State-owned forestry company -SiDG (and connected companies
Sneznik) managing state-owned forests 356/Inspectorate of the RS for
agriculture, forestry, hunting and fisheries 17/Chamber of Agriculture and
Forestry of Slovenia 3/Slovenian Forestry institute 79/Biotechnical Facultydepartment for forestry 46/Secondary School for Forestry and Wood
Technology 13.
Yes

No

Significant
If yes, please describe and incl. reason/s for the changes [max. 100 words]
changes in the
institutional
framework, public In the past, state-owned forests were managed by the private companies on the
and private,
concession based model. From 2016 on, the management of national forests is done
during last 5
by the company Slovenian state forests (SiDG).
years
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Forest-related research (Target 2)
Please explain [max. 100 words] and provide reference documents where
relevant.

Target research programmes by Slovenian reserach agency; Research programme
Forest biology, ecology and technology by Forest Institute with various projects from
the standpoint of the sustainable development of society, in balance with the
environment (list can be found here: http://en.gozdis.si/projects/), Biotechnical faculty
has research program Forest, Forestry and Renewable Forest Resources (RP GGOV –
P4-0059), focused on long-term basic research that addresses the functioning of forest
ecosystems and solutions to contemporary problems of forestry.
Forest-related training and education (Target 2)
Please explain [max. 100 words] and provide reference documents where
relevant.

Secondary School for Forestry and Wood Technology, as well as Slovenia Forest Service
train employees and private forest owners on safe work with chainsaw, operating
forestry machinery and other forest work. Education is performed on various
Policies, objectives
exhibition and convention events.
and
measures/actions
taken in:
Forest-related capacity building in other institutional framework
Please explain [max. 100 words] and provide reference documents where
relevant.

Slovenian forestry organizations, institutions are well established and cooperating with
various other sectors, from environmental protection, wood industry, culture, to
tourism.

Comments [max. 100 words]

Reporting notes
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1.

Please provide aggregated figures for each group/type of organizations, including all levels of government.
Publicly owned business entities should be excluded. Where it is impossible or inappropriate to separate the
activities of publicly owned business entities from other public sector activities in forest sector, this should be
noted and staff of the entities should be included in the table. Please specify in the space left for comments which
institutions are included (or not) in the figures you provide.

2.

Forest-related staff in public organizations includes human resources within public forest institutions at
subnational level. This refers to professionals as well as administrative staff.

3.

"Forest administration" includes the first three sub-categories mentioned in the previous part of the table, i.e. forest
policy administration, legislative supervision & enforcement, and support to private forest management.

Proportion of forest and other wooded land under a management plan or
equivalent instrument
Forest-related
management document

Yes


Forest area under
document

Use of document
in the country
No

Ha

%

1237830

100

878860

71

Other wooded land area
under document
Ha

%

Management plan



Equivalent of
management plan



Other forest-related
type of management
document/instrument
at operational level

Are forest management plans an obligatory instrument?

Yes

No

Are the forest-related management plans / equivalents / other types of
management documents registered with official body?

Yes

No

Are the measures of forest management plans compulsory?

Yes

Partially

No

Do forest management plans regulate:

Yes

Partially

No

Volume of harvest
Regeneration systems
Reforestation species composition
Tending and other silvicultural operations
Deadwood volume
Comments:

Deadwood volume is stipulated, by the Rules on forest protection there should be at least 3 % of
deadwood, compared to living growth stock.
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Proportion of forest and other wooded land under third party certification
schemes
Certification
scheme

Use of
scheme in
the country
Yes







No

Forest
Stewardship
Council
certification
(FSC)
scheme
Programme
for the
Endorsement
of Forest
certification
(PEFC)
Other
international
forest
management
certification



Other country
specific
management
certification



Overlapping
of certification
schemes

Forest area under scheme

Ha

234986

285419

234986

Other wooded land
area under scheme

%

Ha

19

23

19

Comments:

Certifications FSC and PEFC overlap in state-owned forests.

3. Legal/regulatory frameworks and international commitments
Legal/regulatory frameworks
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%

General
characteristics of
legal/regulatory
framework – formal
authority on main
forest matters is laid
down

in constitution
in legislation enacted by
parliament
in administrative decrees /
regulations
other:

Main forest and SFM
related
legal/regulatory act
with national scope
(e.g. Forest law, act,
code or similar
document)

Name and reference to legal
document:

at national level
at sub-national level
other:

The Forest act

Date of enactment:

25th of June 1996
Date of latest amendment:

2nd December 2016
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Significant changes
in the
legal/regulatory
framework during
last 5 years

Yes
No
If yes, please describe and incl. reason/s for the changes [max. 100
words]

International commitments
Are the following
FOREST EUROPE
instruments explicitly
referred to in the
legal/regulatory act?

Main international
commitments related to
forests signed by the
country

Fully

Partially

FOREST EUROPE Definition of SFM
FOREST EUROPE C&I for SFM
Other: please specify

Yes

No

CBD
AICHI
UNCCD
UNFCCC
Kyoto Protocol
Paris Agreement
Alpine Convention
Carpathian convention
Other: Please specify
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No

Significant initiatives
undertaken during last
5 years in
implementation of
international
commitments related
to forests signed by
your country

Comments

Yes
No
If yes, please describe and incl. reason/s for the changes [max. 100
words]

LULUCF; EU Regulation 2018/841.

Please explain [max. 100 words] and provide reference documents
where relevant.

4. FINANCIAL AND ECONOMIC INSTRUMENTS
Main characteristics of
economic policy related
to forests

Please specify objectives of main measures taken to address economic
aspects of publicly owned forests
[max. 100 words]

-realization of maximum allowable cut, defined by the Slovenia Forest
Service and executed by the state owned company SiDG. -silvicultural
measures to achieve best possible wood quality -natural regeneration and
realization of prescribed tending to enable natural mixture of tree species.

Please specify objectives of main measures taken to address economic
aspects of privately owned forests or other
[max. 100 words]

-financial support to improve realization of allowable cut (equipment, work
expenses) -support in building forest roads, available tree sapling,
counseling on forest management, etc.
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Significant changes in
economic policy related
to forests (public and
private) during the last
five years

X Yes
No

If yes, please describe and incl. reason/s for the changes [max. 100 words]

State owned forest company SiDG was established in 2016; The law on
forest owned by the Republic of Slovenia (Official Gazette of RS, no. 9/16),
which ended the concession system of privately owned companies.

Comments

Please explain [max. 100 words] and provide reference documents where
relevant.

https://eustafor.eu/members/slovenski-drzavni-gozdovi-d-o-o-sidg/

State/federal forests
management

Comments

Please specify financial arrangements related to state-owned forests and
their management
Profit-making or financially self-sufficient forest management
Additional financial support from a state budget to forest
management
Other. Please specify:

Please explain [max. 100 words] and provide reference documents where
relevant.

State forest management is done by the Slovenia Forest Service, major part
is financed through state budget, in addition, they are financed with projects
and hunting tourism.
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Please specify the use of financial instruments for private forests and their
management. For the EU Member States, please specify separately
expenditure connected to the EU Rural Development Programme Funds.
Grants/subsidies, Please specify:

Forest reserves: 1998 €, Deadwood: 184,25 m3 and 14 contracts
valued at 4.146 €; Biotope preservation– natural development of
forest: 8.039,6 m3, 16 contracts valued at 160.792 €. Investments
in forest: 164900 €; forest restoration (reforestation): 207990 €;
tending: 323580 €; reforestation after forest fire: 153940 €; fire
prevention: 59400 €; damage prevention: 99400 €; protection:
212000 €; and wildlife habitat preservation: 52700 €.
of which RDPF. Please specify:

Forest roads: 750000 € in the period 2014-2018; Saplings: 800.000
€ in the period 2014-2018; Equipment and work valued at 8.8 mio
€.

Government
financial
instruments applied
to private forest
management

Loans. Please specify:

Tax measures. Please specify:

X Other. Please specify:

Public Forestry Service: 17 018 544 €

Comments

Please explain [max. 100 words] and provide reference documents where
relevant.

Public Forestry Service (performed by the Slovenia Forest Service)
is approximately 80 % intended for private owners.

Year:

2018

Operational expenditure1

Total (million, national
currency)

Of that private sources,
if available (million,
national currency)

20,7
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Transfer payments to private forests2

1,44

Cost of forest administration3 (not
including the costs associated with
managing public forests):
of which…
Forest administration

Public forest research

Forest education and training
institutions
Other institutions. Please specify:

Slovenian Forestry
Institute

0.6

Total expenditure

22.74

If transfer payments
are made to private
forests, indicate for
what specific
objective(s) – Please
tick all that apply.

Comments

Reforestation
Afforestation
Forest inventory and/or planning
Conservation of forest biodiversity
Protection of soil and water
Forest stand improvement
Climate change adaptation
Establishment or maintenance of protected areas
Recreation
Other, please specify:

Compensations for limited benefiting of natural resources, Biotope
preservation, Investments in forest, forest restoration, tending,
reforestation after forest fire, fire prevention, damage prevention,
protection, wildlife habitat preservation.

Please explain [max. 100 words] and provide reference documents where
relevant.
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Reporting notes
Please specify the year which the data refers to in the intended box.

1. Operational expenditure includes public and private domestic or external sources of finance (personnel,
materials, operating costs) for operational forest activities (e.g. silviciltural and protective measures). It also
includes expenditure on contract or outsourced activities. It also includes the operating costs associated
with any forest sector incentive schemes.
It excludes public and private capital expenditure on investments in accordance with the national tax laws
(construction and maintenance of forest roads, buildings; investments to equipment, tools, vehicles,
machinery and technologies and other investments e.g. IT and/or intangible investments etc.). Data on
capital expenditure are included in the questionnaire on quantitative indicators (indicator 6.4).
it should exclude the expenditure of publicly owned business entities. Where it is impossible or
inappropriate to separate the activities of publicly owned business entities from other public sector activities
in forest sector, this should be noted and expenditure of the entities should be included in the table. In this
case, please specify in the space left for comments which institutions you included (or not).
It also excludes expenditure on: marketing; trade facilitation; or development projects, where forest is not
the main focus of activities.

2. Transfer payments to private forests includes all government expenditures (including external) on direct
financial incentives (grants or subsidies) paid to non-government and private-sector institutions, enterprises,
communities or individuals operating in the forest sector to implement forest related activities. It excludes tax
incentives; government loans; benefits in kind (free or subsidized materials and/or advice). It also excludes
direct financial incentives available to all individuals and enterprises not specifically related to forest related
activities (e.g. relocation grants, employment subsidies, general training grant schemes).

3. Cost of forest administration is government expenditure on public institutions solely engaged in the forest
sector. It includes all public expenditure (including external) on implementing forest policy and legislation to
the entire forest areas, mainly: expenditures for state administration bodies, support to other forest
institutions (e.g. for research, education, training, forest inventory, management plans).

Yes, at public level

Yes, at private level
No

Are any types of
Payments for
Ecosystem Services
(PES) schemes applied
in your country?

If yes, please describe and provide reference documents where
relevant. [max. 100 words]

Note:
Types of markets for example: Public payment schemes for private land owners; Formal markets with open trading
between buyers and sellers; Self-organized private deals.
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5. Information and communication
Main characteristics
of informational
means

Is forest monitoring in your country
sufficient for information and
communication needs?

Yes
Partially
No

If no, please specify:

Is there public access to forest
inventory data?

Yes
Partially (e.g. just aggregated data)
No

If yes or partially, please specify:

Data is available in the form
of annual reports, forest
management plans and
online interactive tool:
http://prostor.zgs.gov.si/pr
egledovalnik/?locale=en

Does an official (governmental) forestrelated outreach and communication
strategy exist?

Yes
Partially
No

If yes, please provide reference:

Participating process in the
management plan making.
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Does a national report on the state of
sustainable forest management exist?
If yes or partially, please provide
reference/link:

Yes
Partially
No

Annual reports on Slovenia Forest
Service:
http://www.zgs.si/zavod/publikacije/l
etna_porocila/index.html; and Report
on implementing National Forestry
Program;
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rc
t=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&v
ed=2ahUKEwig0cnF89vgAhWDqQKHdS_DJ4QFjAAegQIChAC&url=htt
p%3A%2F%2Fwww.mkgp.gov.si%2Ffil
eadmin%2Fmkgp.gov.si%2Fpageuplo
ads%2Fpodrocja%2FGozdarstvo%2F1
7_08_21_OPNGP_koncna.pdf&usg=A
OvVaw0sslAOMvWTUNUjDIZJc3DT
Is there a national platform for
stakeholder participation in forest
policy development and/or decisionmaking?
If yes or partially, please specify:

Yes
Partially
No

For each plan (NFP, forest
management plans), form of
cooperation, participation is defined.
Also, in the Forest Service Counsel,
representatives of private forest
owners have a member(s).
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Significant changes
in informational
means during last
five years

Significant changes in
forest related
communication during
last five years

Yes
No
If yes, please describe and incl. reason/s for the changes [max. 100 words]

Yes
No
If yes, please describe and include reason/s for the changes [max. 100 words]

Reporting notes

FOREST EUROPE/UNECE/FAO pan-European questionnaire on the qualitative Indicators for SFM

2B: Policies, institutions and instruments related to specific criteria
Part 2B requests additional information since the last reporting in 2014 on policies,
institutions and instruments for individual criteria for SFM:
C1. Maintenance and appropriate enhancement of forest resources and their contribution
to global carbon cycles;
C2. Maintenance of forest ecosystem health and vitality;
C3. Maintenance and encouragement of productive functions of forests (wood and nonwood);
C4. Maintenance, conservation and appropriate enhancement of biological diversity in
forest ecosystems;
C5. Maintenance and appropriate enhancement of the protective functions in forest
management (notably soil and water);
C6. Maintenance of other socioeconomic functions and conditions.

Criterion 1 Maintenance and appropriate enhancement of forest resources and their contribution to global carbon cycles

Have policy objectives been formulated with respect to Criterion 1?
Please describe the policy
objectives, including
quantitative targets if any
have been formulated

Please describe any
institutional measures taken
to achieve these objectives

What policy tools have been
put in place to achieve these
objectives (e.g. legal,
financial, communication)?

Please describe
achievements in the area of
Criterion 1 over the past five
years

What are the major
challenges in the area of

☒Yes ☐No

(max. 100 words, please)

National Forestry Accounting Plan (NFAP) has been
drafted under the LULUCF regulation 2018/841, however
targets are still under the review.
(max. 100 words, please)

Rural development funds; Action plan "Wood is
beautiful"; financial support from budget to private
forest owners; promoting wood as a substitute to other
materials, etc.
(max. 100 words, please)

Financial in the form of support and subsidies,
communication in the form of conventions for wood use
promoting industry, legal with accepted forest
management plans, defining allowable cut.
(max. 100 words, please)

Reforestation after catastrophic events (ice sleet 2014,
wind throw 2017, 2018, bark beetle attack 2015, 2016,
2017, 2018), investments in optimizing forest roads
network, defining wood as a nationally important
resource.
(max. 100 words, please)
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Criterion 1, and the major
obstacles to achieving the
policy objectives?

Natural disasters (fire, bark beetle, wind throw, ice
sleet); not enough active private forest owners and
maximum allowable cut not achieved; export of round
wood abroad.

Criterion 2 Maintenance of forest health and vitality

Have policy objectives been formulated with respect to Criterion 2?
Please describe the policy
objectives, including
quantitative targets if any
have been formulated

Please describe any
institutional measures taken
to achieve these objectives

What policy tools have been
put in place to achieve these
objectives (e.g. legal,
financial, communication)?

Please describe
achievements in the area of
Criterion 2 over the past five
years

What are the major
challenges in the area of
Criterion 2, and the major
obstacles to achieving the
policy objectives?

☒Yes ☐No

(max. 100 words, please)

Managing forest pests, privileging natural regeneration
to provide resistant forest stand, monitoring forest
status and their reaction to environmental factors,
sanitary cut as a tool of swift actions or reducing damage
and protecting remaining trees, informing forest owners
on threads. Quantitative targets are defined and planned
in unit management plans, from which are protective
measures against browsing planned (annual average) on
790 ha and 2724 days work against insects.
(max. 100 words, please)

Constant control and monitoring of forest stands by the
Slovenia Forest Service and forestry inspection;
protective measures on pests and browsing; informing
broader society on invasive species; etc.
(max. 100 words, please)

financial support to forest owners for protective
measures; legal in case of sanitary cut; and
communication on public information ways, workshops
for foresters and forest owners (Slovenian Forestry
Institute and forestry service)
(max. 100 words, please)

Ongoing sanitary cut after wind throw, bark beetle
attack; annual work on protecting regenerated surfaces
against browsing; reforested areas; measures against
pests (traps); annual workshops on forest protection;
updating online-platform "Healthy forest"; etc.
(max. 100 words, please)

Weather catastrophe and new invasive species.
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Criterion 3 Maintenance and encouragement of productive functions of forests (wood and non-wood)

Have policy objectives been formulated with respect to Criterion 3?
Please describe the policy
objectives, including
quantitative targets if any
have been formulated

Please describe any
institutional measures taken
to achieve these objectives

What policy tools have been
put in place to achieve these
objectives (e.g. legal,
financial, communication)?

Please describe
achievements in the area of
Criterion 3 over the past five
years

What are the major
challenges in the area of
Criterion 3, and the major
obstacles to achieving the
policy objectives?

☒Yes ☐No

(max. 100 words, please)

Policy is to increase realized cut in privately owned
forests. Maximum possible (allowable) annual cut in 10
year period is 6.8 mio m3. In the field of game and
hunting almost 2 mio € is planned annually.
(max. 100 words, please)

Financial support to forest owners through Rural
development program funds (equipment, forest roads,
saplings), Action plan "Wood is beautiful", supporting
connecting small forest owners (joint purchase of
expensive equipment), promoting use of wood, etc.
(max. 100 words, please)

legal: defined possible cut and plans on game; financial:
various financial support to help develop forest
management activities; communication: action plans and
promotion of wood on conventions, auctions, study days
etc.
(max. 100 words, please)

Cut in 2017 reached almost 5 mio m3 on country level
(2016: 6 mio m3), tending was realized on 3700 ha
(similar in 2016), 9 km forest roads and 450 km skid trails
build. Rural development program: 750 000 € spend on
forest roads; 8.8 mio € on equipment, work and
mechanization; over million visitors in hunting tourism;
Annual events: Forestry week (institutions promote
forests functions and forestry); Wood innovations and
the Charm of Wood- convention; etc.
(max. 100 words, please)

Small forest owners, not united in reducing costs of
forest management, especially logging, and joint effort in
achieving greater wood market price.
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Criterion 4 Maintenance, conservation and appropriate enhancement of biological diversity in forest ecosystems

Have policy objectives been formulated with respect to Criterion 4?
Please describe the policy
objectives, including
quantitative targets if any
have been formulated

Please describe any
institutional measures taken
to achieve these objectives

What policy tools have been
put in place to achieve these
objectives (e.g. legal,
financial, communication)?

Please describe
achievements in the area of
Criterion 4 over the past five
years

What are the major
challenges in the area of
Criterion 4, and the major
obstacles to achieving the
policy objectives?

☒Yes ☐No

(max. 100 words, please)

Forest management plans are defined in cooperation
with wildlife and biodiversity protection. Production
function is adapted to biodiversity measures in time and
place. There are 355 Natura 2000 sites in Slovenia,
encompassing 7.684 km2, 9508 ha of forest reserves,
98762 ha of protection forests.
(max. 100 words, please)

Slovenia Forest Service denotes principal protection
areas, later recognized by the Regulations on the
Protection of Forests. Important are also ecocells, with
management measures to improve forest conditions of
distinctive species. Compensations are available for
areas with limited benefiting of natural resources.
(max. 100 words, please)

Financial: compensations to private forest owners and
buying protective forest from private owners; legal:
Regulations on the Protection of Forests;
communication: informing broader society on
importance of biodiversity.
(max. 100 words, please)

Increasing area of ecocells, state owned protective
forests and forest reserves. Developed plan for
management of Natura 2000 sites.
(max. 100 words, please)

Criterion 5 Maintenance and appropriate enhancement of protective functions in forest management (notably soil and
water)

Have policy objectives been formulated with respect to Criterion 5?
Please describe the policy
objectives, including
quantitative targets if any
have been formulated

☒Yes ☐No

(max. 100 words, please)

Protective forests are managed (also with limited
allowable cut) in order to strengthen their function.
State and municipalities have preemption right in trading
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with such forests. Currently, there are more than 98 000
ha of protective forest in Slovenia.
Please describe any
institutional measures taken
to achieve these objectives

What policy tools have been
put in place to achieve these
objectives (e.g. legal,
financial, communication)?

Please describe
achievements in the area of
Criterion 5 over the past five
years

What are the major
challenges in the area of
Criterion 5, and the major
obstacles to achieving the
policy objectives?

(max. 100 words, please)

Monitoring status (tree species, growth stock) and
prescribing actions (tending, thining, cut at rate less than
0.5 m3/ha/year). Workshops and conferences on
protective forests.
(max. 100 words, please)

Legal: Regulation of protective forests and forests with
special purpose (Official Gazette of RS, Nos. 88/05,
56/07, 29/09, 91/10, 1/13 and 39/15) and Regulations
on the Protection of Forests (Official Gazette of RS, Nos.
114/09 and 31/16). Financial: in 2017, 70 000 € were
stipulated by the Rural development funds for cut in
protective forests and 206 000 € for tractor logging.
(max. 100 words, please)

State gained new ownership over protective forests in
2018: 130 ha.
(max. 100 words, please)

In some areas, poor regeneration, lack of unevenaged
stand structure, reduced stability and vitality of the trees
and unsufficient density cause reduced protective
function.

Criterion 6 Maintenance of other socio-economic functions and conditions

Have policy objectives been formulated with respect to Criterion 6?
Please describe the policy
objectives, including
quantitative targets if any
have been formulated

Please describe any
institutional measures taken
to achieve these objectives

☒Yes ☐No

(max. 100 words, please)

Socio-economic functions of privately owned forests are
supported by the Public Forestry Service by forest
manegement planning, availability of forest protection
materials, monitoring of stand development, advising on
wood markets and equipment, cooperations among
forest owners, etc.
(max. 100 words, please)

Workshops, conventions, publications, participation in
the forest planning, action plans, Rural development
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programme (saplings, forest roads, machinery,
equipment), education and training of forest owners,
promoting wood as material and biofuel, wood auctions,
...
What policy tools have been
put in place to achieve these
objectives (e.g. legal,
financial, communication)?

(max. 100 words, please)

Public Forestry Service, Rural development programme,
Action plan "Wood is beautiful", ...

Please describe
achievements in the area of
Criterion 6 over the past five
years

(max. 100 words, please)

What are the major
challenges in the area of
Criterion 6, and the major
obstacles to achieving the
policy objectives?

(max. 100 words, please)

low average private forest holding and very fragmented
possession (smal parcels), small market of wood fuels,
socio-economic situation of forest owners (independent
of income from forest), lack of knowledge on efficient
use of biomass.

2C: Supplementary information on selected major issues
If you wish, provide similar brief information (policy objectives/targets, policy instruments,
achievements, challenges), on specific areas not sufficiently covered in the sections before.
Possible areas, many of which touch more than one criterion, would include:
 legal/regulatory framework to combat illegal logging and associated trade of forest products
 Promotion of the use of sustainably produced forest products
 Water management and flood control through forests
 Forest recreation
 Sustainable forest workforce
 Occupational safety and health
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