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Introduction

In 2011, in the Oslo Ministerial Decision; European Forests 2020, ministers responsible for European
forests made a number of commitments, notably the Goals for European Forests and the European
2020 Targets for Forests. The eighth Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe,
to be held in Bratislava in 2020, will review progress towards these goals and targets, as well as
carrying out the regular study on the State of Europe’s Forests, based on the pan-European criteria
and indicators of sustainable forest management. The study will serve as background information to
shape political and technical discussions on future opportunities and challenges, and political
responses to these developments.
To improve data quality and to reduce the reporting burden, the reporting processes for the goals and
targets and for the qualitative indicators of sustainable forest management are being combined, as
there is significant overlap in the areas on which information is needed. This enquiry requests
information on progress towards the goals and targets, which mostly concern measures and actions
at the national level, as well as information on the qualitative indicators on sustainable forest
management, which concern legal, institutional, policy, financial and informational instruments.
Information provided for this enquiry, combined with the parallel enquiry on the quantitative indicators
of sustainable forest management, will provide sufficient information for the State of Europe’s Forests
2020, which will also report on progress towards the goals and targets.
This enquiry is structured according to the updated pan-European qualitative indicators for
sustainable forest management, as adopted in Annex 1 to the Madrid Ministerial Declaration 2015.
In completing the enquiry, you may wish to consult the following sources of information on policies
and institutions:
STATE OF EUROPE’S FORESTS 2015:
http://foresteurope.org/state-europes-forests-2015-report/
Background information for the updated pan-European indicators for sustainable forest
management:
http://foresteurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/3AG_UPI_Updated_Backgr_Info.pdf
FAO-LEX: http://faolex.fao.org/faolex
All FOREST EUROPE members are also members of the UN Forum on Forests, which will also
invite members to report, on a voluntary basis, on progress towards the Global Forest Goals and
Targets for a report scheduled for 2021. The two processes (global and pan-European) are
formally quite separate, but clearly overlap in subject matter. To the extent possible, this
reporting format has been designed to reduce the reporting burden, so that respondents may
provide the same information in both fora.

For more information please contact Liaison Unit Bratislava
(Liaison.Unit.Bratislava@foresteurope.org, rastislav.rasi@foresteurope.org)

Deadline for submission: 31 October 2018
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Part 1: Reporting on progress towards the Goals for European Forests
and the European 2020 Targets for Forests
With regard to the Forest Europe Work Programme 2016-2020, activity 4.2.4, please provide
information, following the template below, on the major actions and measures taken in your
country to achieve the Goals for European Forests and the European 2020 Targets for Forests. In the
interests of analysis and to facilitate the identification of regional trends, please keep your answer
short, restricting yourself to the five most important actions or measures, and identifying a
maximum of five remaining challenges. If you wish to list more actions, or provide more detail,
please do so in a separate message.
Please ensure that all the actions/measures and challenges you list are directly connected to the
specific goal or target, and not to more general forest governance measures (which are addressed in
the next part of this enquiry).

Goals for European Forests
During the FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference held in 2011 in Oslo, Norway, ministers
responsible for forests in Europe adopted eight “Goals for European Forests” which are of long term
nature. The below questions relate to the progress so far achieved.

Goal I. Sustainable management of all European forests ensures
multiple forest functions and enhances lasting provision of goods and
services
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken towards achieving Goal I
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action / Measure 1

Approval of the Action Plan of National Forest Programme of the Slovak
Republic II for 2014-2020 by the Government of the SR (Government
Resolution no. 697 of 16.12.2015). The Action Plan has been developed in
accordance with the principles of sustainable forest management,
multifunctional forestry and sustainable supply of forest-related goods and
services. The measures set out in the action plan are indicative, which
means, their fulfilment is dependent on available funds for their
implementation. Realization of measures should therefore be
implemented on the basis of their urgency.
Action / Measure 2

Approval of the Action Plan of the National Programme of Utilization of
Timber Potential of the Slovak Republic for 2014-2020 by the Government
of the SR (Government Resolution no. 225 of 14.05.2014). The measures
set out in the action plan are indicative, which means, their fulfilment is
dependent on available funds for their implementation. Realization of
measures should therefore be implemented on the basis of their urgency.
Action / Measure 3

Ensuring adequate legal and institutional framework for the SFM including
state forestry authorities, professional training and education, counseling
services, forest inventory and research, forest protection service, seed and
reproductive material control, forestry information system, etc. The
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fulfilment of some of the tasks resulting from relevant policy and
legislative regulations is limited by available funding, which in some cases
also limits the institutional framework effectiveness.
Action / Measure 4

The provision of forest management plans for all forest owners was
ensured in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Act on forests
and their financing from the resources of the Rural Development
Programme of the SR for 2014-2020 and state budget.
Action / Measure 5

The publication "Sustainable Forest Management" was issued in 2017; it is
accessible to the public at
http://www.nlcsk.sk/nlc_sk/ustavy/ulpav/publikacie/olhul.aspx. The
publication contains five parts - silviculture, forest protection, logging and
transport technologies in forestry, forest management planning and
current forestry issues from the point of view of forestry legislation.

Please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve Goal I (maximum of 100
words per challenge, please)
Challenge 1

To develop the new "National Forest Programme of the SR" for period post 2020 in
accordance with the relevant forest related processes and policies (according to
respective measures of the Action Plan of the National Forest Programme of the SR
2014-2020).

Challenge 2

Improving the legal framework for sustainable forest management, in particular by
harmonizing some provisions of the Forest Act with related acts and policies (in
particular on nature and landscape conservation, public procurement). Some current
mismatches act negatively on ensuring the basic principles and indicators of SFM in
some part of country, such as forest health, vitality, production ability,
multifunctionality, competitiveness, regional development, etc.
Challenge 3

To ensure every year the sufficient financial resources for competent forestry entities
to adequately fulfil the tasks resulting from forest related policies and legislation in
the context of sustainable forest management.
Challenge 4

To ensure annual assessment of fulfilment of relevant forestry related policies and
programmes, as well as regular 5-year complex assessment of the state and
development of forests and forestry according to pan-European indicators of
sustainable forest management, including draft of related recommendations.
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Challenge 5

To elaborate updated proposal of the "Concept of forest management planning" and
inter alia to develop a sustainable financing system/model that will provide sufficient
funding to ensure continuation of a uniform system of forest management planning
for all forest owners and managers in Slovakia after 2020.

Goal II. European forests contribute to a green economy, including
through increased provision of wood, other forest products and
ecosystem services from sustainable sources
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken towards achieving Goal II
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

In 2016, the "Analysis of Slovakia's potential for using the principles of green economy
in forestry" was carried out. The target was to analyse and propose the policy tools to
support sustainable production and processing of wood in Slovakia, as well as to
identify potential sources and activities of Slovak regions to use the principles of the
green economy and their implications for employment and poverty alleviation in the
regions.

In 2016, the methodology for the survey of the forest road network was developed.
According to this methodology the "Forest Road Survey and Plan" is being prepared as
part of forest management plans.

The scientific project "Research of the wood use as a renewable material in
transformation to a green economy" is being solved (2015-2018) funded from the
sources of national R&D support agency. In 2017, the task "Promoting investments in
the complex processing of raw wood" was solved out.

The second cycle of the "National Inventory and Monitoring of Forests SR 2015-2016"
(NIMF) was realized. The NIMF provided objective information on the state of the
forest at the national level and in selected regions of Slovakia, as well as the real
dynamics of the changes over the past 10 years. The broad spectrum of collected data
provides enough information not only about traditional forest indicators but also new,
especially ecological ones.

Action /
Measure 5
Please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve Goal II (maximum of 100
words per challenge, please)
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Challenge 1

To continue in development forest inventory and monitoring methods in accordance
with the processes, technologies, needs and requirements of the ongoing integration
process. Integration of the monitoring systems at EU level is addressed within the
international project H2020 "DIABOLO" 2014-2018.
Challenge 2

To continue in research and development of a system of identification, quantification
and payments for the use of the most important ecological and social functions of
forests - ecosystem services; to permanently analyze the principles, methods and
procedures of their assessment and valuation.
Challenge 3

To link the individual subsystems of survey and of monitoring the state and
development of forests and economic and market information into a multifunctional,
efficient, and comprehensive system. To improve the set of national indicators for
sustainable forest management to enable a comprehensive assessment of the status
and development of forest resources, all goods, services and functions that forests
provide.
Challenge 4

To identify the constraints and barriers until now hindering the economic realization
of non-wood forestry products and services; to create favourable conditions and
opportunities for establishing markets with non-wood forest products and services; to
develop a system for assessing forest ecosystem services with respect to the societal
requirements and legitimate interests of forest owners. For the period 2018-2021 the
Research project "Testing of new policies and business models for ensuring selected
forest ecosystem services" was approved by R&D Support Agency.
Challenge 5

To radically improve acceptance of forestry and forest harvesting operations among
general public, and effectively communicate wood and wood based products from
sustainably managed forests as sustainable alternatives to „traditional“ raw materials
and products. To improve cross-sectoral coordination with environmental sector,
tackle conflicting policy objectives with this policy domain and implement effective
conflict management at all levels in this respect.

Goal III. Forest management in Europe is being adapted to changes in
climate, forests are healthy and resilient to natural hazards and
protected against human-induced threats such as forest fires, and the
productive and protective functions of forests are maintained
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken towards achieving Goal III
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1
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In actual Rural Development Programme (RDP SR) 2014-2020 there are included the
measures related to the creation, funding and realization of recovery projects in
forests determined on prevention and regeneration of forest potential in damaged
forest stands. The measures on regeneration of forests after calamities caused by wind
and insects including tending subsequent young forest stands are implemented.
Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

Action /
Measure 5

There are being solved a few related scientific projects, mainly: "Optimization of the
forest stands management under the condition of the changing climate"; "Extreme
displays of the climate change and their impacts on the growth and production of the
forest stands"; "Information and warning system for invasive organisms in forests and
urban environments".

In 2016, a project was launched within the RIS3 SK specialization, which includes the
activity "Strategic research on methods of monitoring abiotic, biotic and
anthropogenic agents in forests for the precise applications in forest protection".

Within the RDP SR 2014-2020 the project "Automated stationary detection system for
early detection of forest fires" for a selected territories with high fire risk was
implemented.

A geoinformation system for forecasting and monitoring forest fires - maps with
marked paths and water resources, is being built up.

Please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve Goal III (maximum of 100
words per challenge, please)
Challenge 1

To develop and implement a proposal for a legally binding solution to the calamity
situations in protected areas, including its approval by both sectors (forestry and
environment). To propose a system of economic ensuring for implementation this
measure. Substantiation: Because of the various reasons and obstacles (climate
change, new nature conservation concepts, administrative, organizational, etc.), the
timely and thorough processing of damaged timber (by incidental fellings) has often
not been ensured. Due to mentioned reasons we are witnessing, in the last 15-20
years, the most serious damage to forests caused by biotic harmful agents (especially
bark-insects) in the whole documented history of forests in Slovakia (volume of 3.9
million. m3 of timber was damaged by biotic damaging agents only in 2017).
Challenge 2

To intensify cooperation with the State Nature Conservancy of the Slovak Republic to
achieve nature conservation goals through active management of protected areas and
forests. To implement effective, timely and consistent protection measures aimed at
supressing record high infestation of Slovak forests by the European spruce bark
beetle. To promote mechanical and biological methods of forest protection in place of
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chemical methods, making use of the funding available through the RDP SR 20142020.
Challenge 3

To elaborate the models of target forest structures and forest stands adaptation on
climate change for the basic forest types. To implement into the forest management
models the forestry measures related to the improvement of the carbon
sequestration by the formulation of the most appropriate tree species composition,
spatial structure of the forest stands, rotations, silvicultural systems as well as by
conversion of low-productive and ecologically unstable forests.
Challenge 4

To ensure regular monitoring of harmful agents including introduced; make better use
of the Forest Protection Service expertise and share data through the electronic forest
protection information system. To ensure the continuation of the monitoring of the
state of health of forests I. and II. levels through annual monitoring and evaluation.
Challenge 5

To create a joint inter sectoral working group on forest fire prevention and fire
fighting.

Goal IV. The potential of European forests to mitigate climate change,
through carbon sequestration in trees and soils, carbon storage in forest
products and substitution of non-renewable materials and energy
sources, is utilised to minimise Europe’s ecological footprint without
harming the global carbon balance
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken towards achieving Goal IV
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Within the "Analysis of Slovakia's potential for using the principles of green economy
in forestry" the proposals of policy tools to support sustainable production and
processing of wood in Slovakia were elaborated. In 2017, the project of "Promoting
investments in the complex processing of raw wood" was implemented.

The "Concept of the development of the wood processing industry", dealing with the
market with timber and timber products was elaborated (funded from the sources of
the sectoral research).

Decree No. 226/2017 on the granting of forestry support for forest ecosystem services
was elaborated and its first implementation was secured in 2017.

Action /
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Measure 4

Action /
Measure 5

In 2016, the methodology for the survey of the forest road network was developed.
According to this methodology the "Forest Road Survey and Plan" is being prepared as
part of forest management plans.

The research project "Research of Wood Biomass Potential for Energy Utilization BIOMASA" was completed in 2017 (funded from the national Research and
Development (R&D) Support Agency).

Please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve Goal IV (maximum of 100
words per challenge, please)
Challenge 1

To improve the awareness of forest owners and managers about the opportunities to
engage them in business and marketing of the new products and services. The
implementation is assumed within the prepared call of the RDP 2014-2020 (measures
16.1 and 16.2): "Establishment and Running of Operational Groups" and "Support for
Pilot Projects and the Development of New Products, Procedures, Processes and
Technologies".
Challenge 2

To ensure the promotion and awareness raising of the public about the importance of
sustainable forest management and the practical benefits (environmental, social and
economic) of using wood compared to other materials.
Challenge 3

To develop forest pedagogy programs for the use of wood as a renewable raw
material - to implement them within the forest pedagogy activities.
Challenge 4

To develop a quantification of available wood biomass resources in forest, non-forest
lands and waste wood production suitable for energy production and alternative use a project was launched by the R&D support agency. At the same time to develop a
system of forest tree biomass removal limits focused on maintaining the balance of
soil nutrient balance - the project was launched since 2016 within the sectoral
research.
Challenge 5

To analyse of wood biomass flows used for energy purposes; to develop a proposal to
optimize the supply of fuel biomass in terms of the distribution of biomass producers
and producers of energy in Slovakia. Since 2016 there was a project launched aimed
at development a comprehensive assessment of the potential of wood biomas of
lower quality and a framework proposal for optimized production processes for its
use for energy and chemical wood processing.

Goal V. The loss of forest biodiversity in Europe is halted and degraded
forests are restored or rehabilitated
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Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken towards achieving Goal V
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

Action /
Measure 5

To permanently support forest biodiversity a few scientific projects aimed at ecology,
economics and optimization of close to nature forest management in natural
conditions of Slovakia is being realized. The research project "Innovative Methods of
Forest Management Planning in Close to Nature Forests - FORESTMAN" was
completed. In the scientific project "Research and Development for Innovation and
Support of the Competitiveness of the Forestry Sector", the project "Innovative
Methods of Optimizing of Timber Felling in the Close to Nature Forests" is being
solved.

In 2017, the working procedures of forest management planning has been updated
particularly in relation to the planning of management measures in the selection
forests and permanently multi-storeyed forest stands.

In 2016 - 2017 there were published three handbooks on the close to nature forest
management (Tomčík et al., 2016, Apfel et al., 2016, Gogola et al., 2017) in
cooperation of forest organizations and State nature conservation. There is being
solved the scientific project "Information and warning system for invasive organisms in
forest and urban environments".

There was opened the RDP SR 2014-2020 call within Sub-measure 8.6 - Support for
investments in forestry ecological technologies and processing, the mobilization and
marketing of forestry products.

In 2017, compensations totalling 3.21 € million were granted for the management
restrictions imposed in forests on forest land (it was 1.38 € million lower than in 2016).

Please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve Goal V (maximum of 100
words per challenge, please)
Challenge 1

To elaborate the concept of economically efficient close to nature forest management
in the conditions of Slovakia.
Challenge 2

It is necessary to unify both acts on forests and on nature and landscape conservation
so that the various levels of active forest management in protected areas should be
applied and enforced. Forest management "with no intervention" should be applied
only in justified cases and to a limited extent.
Challenge 3
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To elaborate a common methodological guide for ensuring adequate care on forest in
protected areas through the coordinated creation of programmes of care on
protected areas (in competence of nature conservation) and forest management
plans (in competence of forestry); to create inter sectoral commission for
implementation this measure.
Challenge 4

To develop a methodology and program solutions for quantifying impacts of a special
management regime in protected areas to support forest biodiversity; to create a
system tool for sustained funding of support and of compensation payments.
Challenge 5

Because of a very large extent of protected areas and due to high quantity but low
quality of biodiversity protection in Slovakia, it is necessary to reassess the actual
national network of protected areas. In reassessment it is needed to consider, in
particular, their extent, objectives and mission of protection, the overlaps between
both networks (national and NATURA 2000), the possibility of applying active
management in the achievement of the objectives of nature conservation, as well as
the possibilities of the state budget to provide financial compensations for restrictions
in ordinary forest management.

Goal VI. The role of forests in combating the progress of desertification
is strengthened
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken towards achieving Goal VI
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

In protective forests designated for soil and water protection, the methods and forms
of forest management are subordinated to the fulfilment of their predominant
protective functions.

Action /
Measure 2
Action /
Measure 3
Action /
Measure 4
Action /
Measure 5
Please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve Goal VI (maximum of 100
words per challenge, please)
Challenge 1
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Challenge 2

Challenge 3

Challenge 4

Challenge 5

Goal VII. Socioeconomic and cultural benefits, especially for livelihoods,
rural development and employment from European forests are
optimised
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken towards achieving Goal VII
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

The provision of the forest management plans for all forest owners was ensured in
accordance with the relevant provisions of the Act on forests and their financing from
the resources of the RDP of the SR (2014-2020) and state budget.
The NFP measure aimed at "Analysis of forest management related legislation with
respect to the state of observance of constitutional rights and legitimate interests of
owners and managers of forest lands and to draft proposals of the relevant provisions
and of the amendments concrete regulations" has partially been secured through
amendments to several legal regulations (Act on Land Communities, Act on Forests ...).
The National Forest Centre in 2017 developed the "Methodology of calculation of rent
payment for using forest land" and "Proposal of a simplified forest land taxation
system" as required by Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development of the SR
(project funded by state budget.
Education of forest pedagogues, consultancy and methodological management of
forest pedagogy have been realized annually. Under the current RDP of the SR the calls
within the forest education and consultancy were announced: No. 33/RDP/2018 on
Counseling Services, Sub-measure: Subsidy for training of advisors and No.
28/RDP/2018 on Knowledge transfer and information actions, Sub-measure: Support
for training actions and skills acquisition.
Since 2009, a few projects of the "Children's Forestry University" were implemented
for primary school pupils in cooperation National Forest Centre and Technical
University in Zvolen. This event was attended by 46 pupils and their teachers from six
primary schools in 2017.

Action /
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Measure 5

Presentations of forestry within the "Forest Days" were realized annually since 2008
within organized forestry events of national importance. An important part of this
event were the events organized in Vydrovská dolina (Vydrovská Valley) in which
around 62,500 people from Slovakia and 25 different foreign countries took part in
2017. There also other traditional events and activities for the public: 16th year "Tree
Day", "Green Lens", "Travelling Owl of the State Forests TANAP", "Best Forest
Warden", 53rd year of the skiing competition "Venerovský Memorial", "Forest Hidden
in the Book", project primary school pupils the "Best Forest Postcard".

Please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve Goal VII (maximum of 100
words per challenge, please)
Challenge 1

National statistics on forestry and wood processing workforce is incomplete, the
current system of data collection does not provide complete and reliable data on the
workforce in these subsectors as well as on occupational health and safety (mainly
data on self-employed forestry contractors). Therefore, there is a need to improve the
system of the statistical data collection for the wood-processing industry sector and
forestry workforce in cooperation with labour administration sector. Similarly, to
elaborate the proposal of modules for electronic collection and processing of data of
statistics of the wood-processing industry sector and forestry workforce.
Challenge 2

To ensure a solution to the integration of tourism in forestry with rural and hunting
tourism and their inclusion in the Tourism Development Strategy by 2030.
Challenge 3

To operationalize new system of centralized procurement of forestry operation in
state forests – and secure availability of skilled workforce and mechanisation for these
forestry operations in this respect as well as adequate income of the forest workers.
Challenge 4

Challenge 5

Goal VIII. Illegal logging and associated trade in wood and other forest
products are eliminated in Europe;
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken towards achieving Goal VIII
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

The provisions of the Act on forests specify the obligation for the forest managers not
to exceed the volume of the planned felling, to keep the records of the felling and to
mark the felled timber. The law also establishes a control and sanction mechanism.
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Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Act No. 113/2018 on the placing of timber and timber products on the internal market
appointed responsible government authority with competence for enforcement the
EU Timber Regulation that prohibits operators in Europe from placing illegally
harvested timber and products derived from illegal timber on the EU market, as well
as in the fields of timber marketing legality on the domestic market.

71% of total forest land was certified in Slovakia of which the PEFC certified forests
represented 1.232 million ha and the FSC certified forests 147 thousand ha.

Action /
Measure 4
Action /
Measure 5
Please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve Goal VIII (maximum of
100 words per challenge, please)
Challenge 1

To analyze the possible illegal logging in Slovakia, focusing on the identification of
different types and forms of illegal timber logging and export; the focus should be also
to quantify the volume of illegal logging and propose measures to its elimination.
Challenge 2

Challenge 3

Challenge 4

Challenge 5

European 2020 Targets for Forests
During the FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference held in 2011 in Oslo, Norway, ministers
responsible for forests in Europe adopted also nine “European 2020 Targets for Forests”. These
targets are supposed to be achieved by 2020 and the below questions focus on information related
to the extent of achievement.

Target I. All European countries have developed and are implementing
national forest programmes, or its equivalent, in line with the shared
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vision and goals and the pan-European approach to national forest
programmes
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken to achieve Target I (maximum
of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be referenced as
Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

Action /
Measure 5

Approval of the National Forest Programme of the Slovak Republic; 531 Resolution
of the National Council of the Slovak republic of 20 September 2007,
http://www.forestportal.sk/lesne-hospodarstvo/politikalegislativa/narodna/Documents/nlp_sr.pdf

Approval of the Action Plan of National Forest Programme of the Slovak Republic II
for 2014-2020 by the Government of the SR (Government Resolution no. 697 of
16.12.2015).
http://www.rokovania.sk/Rokovanie.aspx/BodRokovaniaDetail?idMaterial=25214

Regular annual evaluation of fulfilment of Action plan of the National Forest
Programme (NFP) of the Slovak Republic worked out for the period 2014-2020.
Evaluation is carried out by Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development through
National Forest Centre.

Approval of the National Programme of Utilization of Timber Potential of the Slovak
Republic,
http://www.mpsr.sk/index.php?navID=913&navID2=913&sID=37&id=7913.

Approval of the Action Plan of the National Programme of Utilization of Timber
Potential of the Slovak Republic for 2014-2020 by the Government of the SR
(Government Resolution no. 225 of
14.05.2014).http://www.rokovania.sk/Rokovanie.aspx/BodRokovaniaDetail?idMater
ial=23478

Do you consider the target to be achieved at national level?
Target fully achieved
On track to achieve target (we expect to achieve the target by 2020)
Progress to achieve target (but we do not expect to achieve the target by 2020
No progress
If not fully achieved, please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve
Target I (maximum of 100 words per challenge, please).
Challenge 1
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Despite we consider that this target has been achieved at national level in Slovakia
there will be necessray to improve the full observation of all basic principles of the
NFP process, including mainly "partnership for implementation" and "raising
awareness". We did not achieve the sufficient harmony with some sectoral policies,
mainly nature conservation. Informness of public on forestry goals and benefits is
insufficient. We were not succeed in utilization of partnerships and sources in
maximum extent to increase the effectiveness of the NFP.
Challenge 2

Challenge 3

Challenge 4

Challenge 5

Target II. In addressing emerging issues forest knowledge is improved
through research, education, innovation, information sharing and
communication
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken to achieve Target II (maximum
of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be referenced as
Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

In Slovakia there is established the system to ensure continuous fulfilment of this
target. There are applied policy, legislation, institutional and economic tools for its
improvement. The forest act provide that all forests in all ownership categories must
be managed by qualified professional forest managers. Application of legal provisions
are ensured by qualified forestry experts acted as state forestry authorities. The
provision of high school educated employees for the forest sector is ensured through
a network of forestry apprenticeship schools and colleges (4) and specialised forestry
colleges (4). The undergraduate and graduate courses are offered by the Faculty of
Forestry of the Technical University in Zvolen which is also involved in forest-related
research. In addition to the above-mentioned university the forestry research and
innovation is ensured by National Forest Centre (NFC) - Forest Research Institute and
by Research Station of the Forests of the High Tatras National Park. NFC – Institute for
Forest Consulting and Education Zvolen deals with tasks of out-of-school education,
public relations, forestry training and specialised forestry courses. NFC – Institute for
Forest Resources and Information Zvolen is responsible for forest data management,
data publishing and sharing. NFC – Forest Management Planning Institute Zvolen
specialises in forest planning, selection of planners and inspection and methodological
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support of the actual planning process.
Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

Action /
Measure 5

The Strategy for Research and Innovation for Smart Specialization SR - RIS3SK was
approved by the Slovak Government in 2013. Within this strategy the domain of the
Healthy Food and Environment was adopted as one of the five priority areas of
specialization of Slovakia. This domain covers also forestry and logging, as well as
processing industries which are defined as priority areas of intelligent specialization of
the Slovakia.

Within the Action Plan of the National Forest Programme of the SR 2015-2020 the
Framework Objective 4.29 Establishment and Implementation of a Comprehensive
System of Educational and Counseling Services for the Forestry and Wood Processing
Sector was stipulated. Implementation of the measure should be fulfilled through the
calls within the Rural Development Programme of the SR 2014-2020.

The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development of the Slovak Republic approved
Directive No. 1320/2017-120 on a unified and coordinated procedure in the area of
media policy of the sector and communication of the sector with the public (approved
on 23.03.2017).

Forest information sharing is ensured mainly through the annually elaborated reports
on the forest sector of the Slovak Republic (so called green reports):
http://www.mpsr.sk/index.php?navID=123&id=13656.

Do you consider the target to be achieved at national level?
Target fully achieved
On track to achieve target (we expect to achieve the target by 2020)
Progress to achieve target (but we do not expect to achieve the target by 2020
No progress
If not fully achieved, please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve
Target II (maximum of 100 words per challenge, please).
Challenge 1

To analyse the current secondary vocational education in the forestry and
woodprocessing sectors (study specializations and numbers of graduates) and to
compare it with the needs of the labor market (number of jobs, renewal of the
workforce, skills needs), to provide the results to the adminstration bodies also with
proposals for optimization. For this purpose it is necessary that forest sector
stakeholders (employers, policy-makers) cooperate more activelly in forestry and
wood-processing skill councils, which work on identification of future skills needs and
developing (updating) occupational and qualification profiles.
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Challenge 2

Funds provided to forestry research are just complementary, not systematic, as a rule
and they are not sufficient which should be improved in the following years.
Challenge 3

Challenge 4

Challenge 5

Target III. In response to political objectives on the use of renewable
raw material and energy in Europe, the supply of wood and other forest
products from sustainably managed forests has increased substantially
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken to achieve Target III
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

The total growing stock in Slovakia is increasing. It reached 537.67 million m3 in 2017,
an increase of 33.9% (136 million m3) on 1990 figures. The increase in the total
growing stock has also been confirmed by the results of the 2nd cycle of the National
Forest Inventory and Monitoring (NFIM SR) 2015-2016 which shows an increase of
4,4% in a 10-year period (as compared to 2005-2006). It can be said that, at present,
due to the actual age composition of the forests in Slovakia, the historically highest
growing stock is at least for the last century. However, the volume of present growing
stock is already at the culmination point. It is expected that in the coming years and
decades the growing stock will decrease as a result of the gradual change in age
composition of forests in Slovakia.

The total volume of timber felled in 2017 reached 9.39 million m3. Both planned and
actual timber felling are long-term increasing. The main factor behind the increase is
the current age structure of Slovak forests with a normal to abnormally high area of 81
years old and older forests. Most forests of this age are mature. The natural
consequence of these facts is the gradually increasing volume of planned timber
felling, which in 2017 reached 9.74 million m3. Over the last 20 years (compared to
1996), the planned felling increased by 97%. Despite this, the actual felling is still
below the level of total current increment.

Action /
Measure 3
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In 2017, the total supply of raw timber reached a volume of 9.36 million m3. The
timber supplies has been gradually increasing in line with the development of volume
of timber growing stock and timber felling over the past decades. Trends in
development of other forest products provision is rising too.
Action /
Measure 4

In 2017, the total consumption of solid fuelwood biomass (fuelwood, wood chips,
woody residue, briquettes and pellets) reached 3.05 million tonnes. The key
consumers of woody fuels, the dominant renewable source of energy in Slovakia, are
the timber processing, pulp and papermaking industry, private households, municipal
heat units and the energy sector. The share of woody fuels in the total consumption of
primary energy sources in the Slovak Republic was 1.9%.

Action /
Measure 5
Do you consider the target to be achieved at national level?
Target fully achieved
On track to achieve target (we expect to achieve the target by 2020)
Progress to achieve target (but we do not expect to achieve the target by 2020
No progress
If not fully achieved, please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve
Target III (maximum of 100 words per challenge, please).
Challenge 1

The present growing stock figures indicate the highest stock Slovak forests have
reached in a century, if not longer. However, the volume of existing growing stock is
at its peak and it is anticipated that in the coming decades the stock will decrease as a
result of a gradual change in age structure.
Challenge 2

The current unbalanced age structure of Slovak forests contributes to cyclical changes
in the volume of growing stock and felling possibilities. It is estimated that around the
year 2030, possibly earlier, depending on the extent of incidental felling, we can
expect a decrease in available felling volumes.
Challenge 3

To develop an analysis of wood biomass flows used for energy purposes.
Challenge 4

Steady extension of protected territories in Slovakia leads to decrease of forests
available for wood supply. This process should be resolved also in favour of fulfilment
the Target III.
Challenge 5

FOREST EUROPE/UNECE/FAO pan-European questionnaire on the qualitative Indicators for SFM

Target IV. The full value of forest ecosystem services across Europe is
being estimated with a view to using common valuation approaches,
and that values are increasingly reflected in relevant national policies
and market-based instruments such as payments for ecosystem services
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken to achieve Target IV
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

In 2016, the "Analysis of Slovakia's potential for using the principles of green economy
in forestry" was carried out, focusing on the analysis and the proposal of policy tools
to support sustainable production wood and non-wood forest products in Slovakia.

Decree No. 226/2017 on the granting of forestry support for forest ecosystem services
was elaborated and its first implementation was secured in 2017.

The project of the "Inclusion of value of forest ecosystem services in the green
economy" is solved in the sense of the adopted commitment of the SR included within
the FOREST EUROPE Work Programme.

Action /
Measure 4
Action /
Measure 5
Do you consider the target to be achieved at national level?
Target fully achieved
On track to achieve target (we expect to achieve the target by 2020)
Progress to achieve target (but we do not expect to achieve the target by 2020
No progress
If not fully achieved, please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve
Target IV (maximum of 100 words per challenge, please).
Challenge 1

To continue in research and development a system of identification, quantification
and payments for the use of the most important ecological and social functions of
forests - ecosystem services. To identify the constraints and barriers until now
hindering the economic realization of non-wood forestry products and services.
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Challenge 2

To create favourable conditions and opportunities for establishing markets with nonwood forest products and services. To improve awareness of forest owners and
managers about opportunities to engage themselves into the business and marketing
of the new products and services in forestry including protective functions of forests.
Challenge 3

To develop a models to create markets for non-wood forest services with incentive
tools for relations between forest owners and managers on the one hand and entities
using mentioned services commercially on the other.
Challenge 4

To develop content and procedures for the promotion of the importance of forest
functions and use them in communication with public, media and politicians.
Challenge 5

Target V. All European countries include strategies for forests and
climate change adaptation and mitigation in national forest
programmes or equivalents and all other relevant national strategies
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken to achieve Target V (maximum
of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be referenced as
Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

In 2013, the Ministry of the Environment, with the participation of other related
sectors, including forestry, prepared a "Strategy for Adaptation of the Slovak Republic
to the Adverse Impacts of Climate Change", approved by the Government of the
Slovak Republic. http://www.minzp.sk/files/oblasti/politika-zmeny-klimy/nas-sr2014.pdf

In 2011, the final report of the research project was issued "Implications of climate
change and possible adaptation measures in individual sectors".
http://www.shmu.sk/File/projekty/
Zaverecna%20Sprava%20projektu%20Klim.%20zmena%20a%20Adaptacie%202012.pdf

The National Forest Programme of the Slovak Republic includes the issue of climate
change (priority 4 in strategic objective 2) as one of the dominant concepts. The
stategic objective 2: Improvement of protection of the environment. Priority 4: To
mitigate consequences of climate change and to support adaptation of forests to
impacts of climate change. Framework objectives: (i) Increasing the carbon store in
forest ecosystems through forestry measures; (ii) Adapting the forest structure to
expected climate change consequences through implementation of adaptation
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measures; (iii) Creating conditions for application of nature-friendly and economically
effective silviculture.
Action /
Measure 4

Action /
Measure 5

Significant forestry measures related to climate change (adaptation and mitigation) are
included also in the "National Programme of Utilization of Timber Potential of the
Slovak Republic for 2014-2020" mainly in Strategic objective 1: Ensuring the timber
supply in changing natural and societal conditions within sustainable forest
management.

Adaptation and mitigation measures to the climate change belong among the key
tasks of the resort research in the field of forestry. Relevant knowledge are obtained
also within the national forest inventory and monitoring, the monitoring of health
condition of forest, the carbon stock inventory in forests and harvested wood
products.

Do you consider the target to be achieved at national level?
Target fully achieved
On track to achieve target (we expect to achieve the target by 2020)
Progress to achieve target (but we do not expect to achieve the target by 2020
No progress
If not fully achieved, please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve
Target V (maximum of 100 words per challenge, please).
Challenge 1

Although the issues of climate change adaptation and mitigation are included in the
relevant national strategies, the implementations of related forestry measures
(adaptation and mitigation) are not at the expected level in the country.
Challenge 2

It is very desirable: To elaborate models of target forest structures and of forest
stands adaptation on climate change for the basic forest types and to implement into
the forest management models the forestry measures related to the improvement of
the carbon sequestration by the formulation of the most appropriate tree species
composition, spatial structure of the forest stands, rotations, silvicultural systems as
well as by conversion of low-productive and ecologically unstable forests.
Challenge 3
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Challenge 4

Challenge 5

Target VI. The rate of loss of forest biodiversity at habitat level is at
least halved and where feasible brought close to zero, and measures are
taken to significantly reduce forest fragmentation and degradation and
to restore degraded forests
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken to achieve Target VI
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

Nature conservation is in the competence of the Ministry of Environment of the SR in
accordance of the Act No. 543/2002 on nature and landscape conservation. However
there are also many effective forest policy and legal documents in the competence of
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development in the field of biodiversity protection.
Act on Forests, National Forest Programme and its action Plan, National Programme of
Utilization of Timber Potential of the Slovak Republic for 2014-2020 and its action plan
have paid a great attention to protection and conservation biodiversity and prevention
its loss.

The European network of protected areas NATURA 2000 in Slovakia includes two
partially overlapping networks of Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and Sites of
Community Importance (SCI) which includes at present 951 ths. ha of forest stands.
The total area of NATURA 2000 in Slovakia is approximately 1,463,000 ha. In 2017, the
Slovak Government approved management plans for the first six of the total of 41
SPAs. These plans specify objectives of protection, protection measures and land use
conditions including restrictions based on a higher level of protection.

The national network of protected areas includes large-scale protected areas such as
national parks and protected landscape areas. In addition, it includes several
categories of small-scale protected areas such as nature reserves, national nature
reserves, nature monuments, and protected sites. Both types of protected areas can
be zoned (divided into sections with a different level of protection). The total area of
forest land in the nationally protected areas was approximately 784,000 ha. The
overlap between NATURA 2000 network and the national network of protected areas
is around 776 ths ha. NATURA 2000 thus increases the area of forests under protection
by approximately 578 ths ha.

Based on respective provisions of the acts on forests and nature and landscape
conservation the compensations for restrictions in the management of forests on
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forest land are granted. In 2017, compensations totalling €3.21 million were granted
for the management restrictions imposed in forests on forest land (it was €1.38 million
lower than in 2016). In addition, the State Nature Conservancy of the Slovak Republic
was obliged by law to implement measures in buffer zones of 44 special protected
areas (which are not fully applied). The realised measures were focused on the
protection of vulnerable forest stands weakened by bark beetle outbreaks, European
spruce bark beetle in particular (Ips typographus), with the objective of reducing the
risk of further outbreaks.
Action /
Measure 5

To support biodiversity, an important component of forest ecosystems is also
deadwood which should be kept in the forest to an extent appropriate to the type of
forest, but with minimal risk of pest outbreaks. According to the NFIM 2 data, 87.0
million ± 5.7 million m3 of deadwood (snags, stumps, lying thick and thin wood) is
estimated to lie in Slovak forests, which is 45.2 m3/ha ± 2.8 m3/ha on average.
Another 6.8 million ± 1.8 million m3 of deadwood is in forests on non-forest land.
These figures are significantly higher than the European average.

Do you consider the target to be achieved at national level?
Target fully achieved
On track to achieve target (we expect to achieve the target by 2020)
Progress to achieve target (but we do not expect to achieve the target by 2020
No progress
If not fully achieved, please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve
Target VI (maximum of 100 words per challenge, please).
Challenge 1

Despite being in Slovakia there are elaborated and approved all basic documents
related to biodiversity conservation and forest management plans accept
requirements of State Nature Conservancy of the Slovak Republic for management
measures in forest, the current effectiveness of nature conservation does not reach
the required level. Reason is that a lot of programmes of care on protected areas (in
competence of nature conservation) are still missing, Slovakia has very extensive
protected territories and there are some inconsistencies between sectoral policies
and valid acts (environment and forestry). It is necessary to unify the policy and legal
documents of both sectors.
Challenge 2

The existing system of nature conservation in Slovakia consisting of two mutually
overlapping networks (European and national) is very confusing for the practical
management of forests in these areas. Overlapping areas are typical for an overlap of
requirements and restrictions imposed by the Act on Nature and Landscape
Protection within the requirements of EU directives. These requirements are often
conflicting, particularly with respect to varying multiple procedures for granting
approvals for and exemptions from the systematic management of forests.
Additionally, it is important to realise that both NATURA 2000 and the national
network of PAs also overlap in places with sites protected under other international

FOREST EUROPE/UNECE/FAO pan-European questionnaire on the qualitative Indicators for SFM

agreements on nature conservation, e.g. UNESCO biosphere reserves (MaB), Ramsar
sites and natural UNESCO World Heritage Sites. Boundaries of sites protected by
international agreements are often unmarked in the field.
Challenge 3

Because of a very large extent, it is needed to reassess the actual national network of
protected areas. In reassessment it is necessary to take into account, in particular, its
extent, objectives and mission of protection, the overlaps between both networks
(national and NATURA 2000) and the possibility of applying active management in the
achievement of the objectives of nature conservation, as well as the state budget
limits to provide financial compensation and ensure assessment of economic, social,
cultural and regional requirements to be consistent with main aim of Council Directive
92/43/EEC (which was not done up to now).
Challenge 4

To elaborate a common methodological guide for ensuring adequate care on forest in
protected areas through the coordinated creation of programmes of care on
protected areas (in competence of nature conservation) and forest management
plans (in competence of forestry); to create inter sectoral commission for
implementation the measure. To develop a methodology and program solutions for
quantifying impacts of a special management regime to support forest biodiversity; to
create a system tool for sustained funding of support.
Challenge 5

The current volume of deadwood is excessive in some regions of Slovakia and does
not reflect natural growth dynamics, nor it is the result of deliberate retention.
Rather, it is the result of declining forest health with a high degree of incidental felling
and inadequate sanitary measures. At the same time, it creates favourable conditions
for the outbreaks of biotic pests (insect and fungi).

Target VII. The role of forests in combating desertification is fully
recognised and forests are also managed to that end
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken to achieve Target VII
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

In protective forests designated for soil and water protection, the methods and forms
of forest management are subordinated to the fulfilment of their predominant
protective functions.

Action /
Measure 2
Action /
Measure 3
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Action /
Measure 4
Action /
Measure 5
Do you consider the target to be achieved at national level?
Target fully achieved
On track to achieve target (we expect to achieve the target by 2020)
Progress to achieve target (but we do not expect to achieve the target by 2020
No progress
If not fully achieved, please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve
Target VII (maximum of 100 words per challenge, please).
Challenge 1

Challenge 2

Challenge 3

Challenge 4

Challenge 5

Target VIII. All European countries have policies and measures which
ensure a significant increase in socio-economic and cultural benefits,
especially for human health, livelihoods, rural development and
employment from forests
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken to achieve Target VIII
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

The provision of forest management plans for all forest owners was ensured in
accordance with the relevant provisions of the Act on forests and their financing from
the resources of the RDP of the SR for 2014-2020. Such system ensures that in forests
are carried out measures for different forest function (recreation, cultural, human
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health, economic etc.) Within the National Forest Programme of the SR and its Action
plan for 2014-2020; Priority 18: "To support systematic work with the public in order
to improve a positive perception of forestry by the public" there were every year
realized an education of forest pedagogues, consultancy and methodological
management of forest pedagogy.
Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

The National Forest Centre in 2017 developed the projects of "Methodology of
calculation of rent payment for using forest land" and "Proposal of a simplified forest
land taxation system".

Within the National Forest Programme of the SR and its Action plan for 2014-2020;
Priority 18: "To support systematic work with the public in order to improve a positive
perception of forestry by the public" there were every year realized an education of
forest pedagogues, consultancy and methodological management of forest pedagogy.

Presentations of forestry "Forest Days" were realized annually within organized
forestry events of national importance. Since 2009, the project "Children's Forestry
University" is being implemented for elementary school pupils. There also other
traditional events and activities for the public: 16th year "Tree Day", "Green Lens",
"Travelling Owl of the State Forests TANAP", "Best Forest Warden", 53rd year of the
skiing competition "Venerovský Memorial", "Forest Hidden in the Book", project
primary school pupils the "Best Forest Postcard".

Action /
Measure 5
Do you consider the target to be achieved at national level?
Target fully achieved
On track to achieve target (we expect to achieve the target by 2020)
Progress to achieve target (but we do not expect to achieve the target by 2020
No progress
If not fully achieved, please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve
Target VIII (maximum of 100 words per challenge, please).
Challenge 1

Challenge 2

Challenge 3
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Challenge 4

Challenge 5

Target IX. Effective measures are taken at regional, sub-regional and
national levels to eliminate illegal logging and associated trade
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken to achieve Target IX
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Act No. 113/2018 on the placing of timber and timber products on the internal market
appointed responsible government authority with competence for enforcement the
EU Timber Regulation (3 March 2013) that prohibits operators in Europe from placing
illegally harvested timber and products derived from illegal timber on the EU market,
as well as in the fields of timber marketing on the domestic market.

Action /
Measure 2
Action /
Measure 3
Action /
Measure 4
Action /
Measure 5
Do you consider the target to be achieved at national level?
Target fully achieved
On track to achieve target (we expect to achieve the target by 2020)
Progress to achieve target (but we do not expect to achieve the target by 2020
No progress
If not fully achieved, please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve
Target IX (maximum of 100 words per challenge, please).
Challenge 1

To analyze the possible illegal logging in Slovakia, focusing on the identification of
different types and forms of illegal timber logging and export; the focus is also to
quantify the volume of illegal logging and propose measures to its elimination.
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Challenge 2

Challenge 3

Challenge 4

Challenge 5
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Part 2: Reporting on the pan‐European Qualitative Indicators
Reporting on pan-European Qualitative Indicators consists of five overall forest policy and
governance indicators (Indicators 1-5) and indicators for policies, institutions and instruments related
to 6 criteria for SFM (Indicators C1-6).
Please see Annex 1 for “Terms and Definitions”.
For reporting, please note the following:
1. All requests for responses are limited to approximately 100 words or 650 letters (including
blank spaces) automatically in order to keep the analytical efforts within reasonable bounds.
If you wish to provide more detail, please do so in a separate message.
2. Significant changes since 2014 will be analysed systematically. If no information is provided,
that will be interpreted as “no significant change”.
3. Please provide further information on the measures taken, as deemed relevant, e.g. major
partners in implementation, period, and budget involved experiences made (lessons learned,
obstacles encountered and solutions).
4. Please provide the latest information available unless otherwise specified.
5. Please specify reference documents as follows: - Author or institution. Year of publication (if
published). Title. Reference Number. Publisher, Link;
6. In terms of indicators C1-C6, please report only these changes in policies, institutions and
instruments that are related specifically to the individual criteria, the overall status and
changes related to the SFM should be reported under indicators 1-5.

2A: Forest Policy and Governance
The five overall Forest policy and governance indicators cover the overall policy approaches, institutions and instruments for
implementation and communication of SFM:

1. National Forest Programmes (NFPs) or equivalent;
2. Institutional frameworks;
3. Legal/regulatory framework: National (and/or sub-national) and international
commitments;
4. Financial and economic instruments;
5. Information and communication.

1. National forest programmes (NFP) or equivalent
NFP or equivalent process/documents for forest related dialogue, policy development
& implementation
Existence of NFP or
equivalent process

Yes, at national level
Yes, at subnational level
No
Under elaboration
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Ministry responsible for forestry
Main formal decision
making body of the
process

Significant changes
related to the NFP or
equivalent process since
2014

Key lessons learned on
the NFP process or
similar

Body with members other than Ministry responsible for forestry
Other. Please specify:

Yes

If yes, please describe the reason/s for and type
of changes [max.100 words]:

No

Approval of the Action Plan of National Forest Programme of the Slovak
Republic II for 2014-2020 by the Government of the SR (Government
Resolution no. 697 of 16.12.2015).
http://www.rokovania.sk/Rokovanie.aspx/BodRokovaniaDetail?idMateria
Please specify [max. 100 words], particularly on the NPF
principles related to NFP as iterative process, stakeholder
participation and approaches to inter-sectoral coordination and
collaboration:

From the present implementation of the National Forestry Programme
(NFP) we can´t state full observation of all basic principles of the NFP
process, mainly "partnership for implementation" and "raising
awareness". We did not achieve the harmony with other sectoral policies,
mainly nature conservation. Informness of public on forestry goals and
benefits is insufficient. We were not succeded in utilization of
partnerships and sources in maximum extent to increase the effectiveness
of the NFP.
Name:

Main forest policy
document other than law
(such as national forest
programme, forest policy
statement, strategy or
other)

National Forest Programme of the Slovak Republic; 531
Resolution of the National Council of the Slovak republic of 20
September 2007
Internet link:

http://www.forestportal.sk/lesne-hospodarstvo/politikalegislativa/narodna/Documents/nlp_sr.pdf
Starting year:

2007
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Inclusion of FOREST
EUROPE (FE)
instruments in the
main forest policy
document

Evaluation of the
implementation of NFP or
similar process

Binding status of the main
(other than law) forest
policy document
Allocation of financial
resources for the
implementation of NFP or
equivalent document /
process)

Yes explicit Partially
o

FE definition of SFM

o

FE criteria and indicators for
SFM

o

FE guidelines for NFPs

o

FE Classification of Protected
and Protective Forests and
Other Wooded Land

o

FE Pan-European
Operational Level
Guidelines for Sustainable
Forest Management.

o

FE Pan-European
Guidelines for Afforestation
and Reforestation

No

Periodically, pre-specified in the main forest policy document
Irregularly conducted
Not specified
Other:

Regular annual evaluation of fulfilment of Action plan of the
National Forest Programme (NFP) of the Slovak Republic
worked out for the period 2014-2020. Evaluation is carried out
by Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development through
National Forest Centre.
Compulsory
Recommendatory

Bulk allocation
Goal-specified allocation
Relying on external resources
Not specified, not planned
Other:

Financial resources are allocated for the the implementation of individual
measures of the NFP only as indicative within the Action plan of the NFP
for 2014-2020. For each measure there are specified possible sources of
funding in these categories: 1) EU public sources provided through
Programme of rural development (PRD); 2) public sources from state
budget designated for cofinancing of individual operational programmes
fo the PRD; 3) the state budget within its respective chapters of the state
aid and 4) private sources of implementer of respective measures.
Significant changes
related to the main forest
policy document during
last five years

Yes

If yes, please describe the reason/s for and
type of changes [max.100 words]

No
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Approval of the Action Plan of the National Programme of Utilization of
Timber Potential of the Slovak Republic for 2014-2020 by the
Government of the SR (Government Resolution no. 225 of
14.05.2014).http://www.rokovania.sk/Rokovanie.aspx/BodRokovaniaD
etail?idMaterial=23478 Approval of the Action Plan of National Forest
Programme of the Slovak Republic II for 2014-2020 by the Government
of the SR (Government Resolution no. 697 of
16.12.2015).http://www.rokovania.sk/Rokovanie.aspx/BodRokovaniaD
etail?idMaterial=25214
Existence of other overall
policy instruments/
documents from the sector
or other sectors that
explicitly encourage SFM
or address key forest
policy issues

Yes
No
Title:

National Programme of Utilization of Timber Potential of the
Slovak Republic
Internet links:

http://www.mpsr.sk/index.php?navID=913&navID2=913&sID=3
7&id=7913
Reporting notes
“Formal NFP process” means a process which is formally and explicitly acknowledged and referred to
as an “NFP process” acc. Vienna Resolution 1
(http://foresteurope.org/docs/MC/MC_vienna_resolutionV1.pdf).
1

2. Institutional frameworks

Please specify the type of forestrelated institutional arrangements
according to their responsibility

Government
bodies and public
organizations

Part of
ministry

Sub-national
ministries or
similar bodies

- forest policy administration
- legislative supervision & enforcement
- support to private forest management
- management of public forests
- forest management planning
- forest inventory
- research (Target 2)
Other. Please specify:
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Other bodies.
Please specify
below

Comments [max. 100 words]

Within the competence of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Develoment of the SR
are: forest policy administration; legislative supervision & enforcement (also through
"Forest Offices" under Ministry of Interior of the SR); support to private forest
management, forest management planning (in military forests Ministry of Defence of
the SR); research (partially also under Ministry of Education of the SR). Management of
state forests is carried out by state agencies (the Forests of the SR, s.e.; ForestAgricultural Estate Ulič, s.e. and the State Forests TANAP) they all are under Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Development of the SR; Military Forests and Estates, s.e.
Pliešovce are subordinated to the Ministry of Defence of the SR. Public municipal
forests are maneged by forest enteprices under local municipalities.
2017;
Full
time
equival
ent

Name or group/type1:

Total

5650
3

...of which forest administration
Forest-related
staff2 Resources
and capacity of
government
bodies and public
organizations
related to forests
(Goals 7, Target
8)

220
...of which management of public forests

5080
…of which public forest research, education and training institutions
and other specialized agencies

350

… of which other permanent or temporary workers

Comments [max. 100 words]

Yes

No

Significant
If yes, please describe and incl. reason/s for the changes [max. 100 words]
changes in the
institutional
framework, public Act No. 113/2018 on the placing of timber and timber products on the internal market
and private,
appointed responsible government authority with competence for enforcement the EU
during last 5
Timber Regulation (3 March 2013) that prohibits operators in Europe from placing
years

illegally harvested timber and products derived from illegal timber on the EU market,
as well as in the fields of timber marketing on the domestic market.

Policies, objectives
and

Forest-related research (Target 2)
Please explain [max. 100 words] and provide reference documents where
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measures/actions
taken in:

relevant.

The Strategy for Research and Innovation for Smart Specialization SR - RIS3SK was
approved by the Slovak Government in 2013. Within this strategy the domain of the
Healthy Food and Environment was adopted as one of the five priority areas of
specialization of Slovakia. This domain covers also forestry and logging, as well as
processing industries which are defined as priority areas of intelligent specialization of
the Slovakia.
Forest-related training and education (Target 2)
Please explain [max. 100 words] and provide reference documents where
relevant.

Within the Action Plan of the National Forest Programme of the SR 2015-2020 the
Framework Objective 4.29 Establishment and Implementation of a Comprehensive
System of Educational and Counseling Services for the Forestry and Wood Processing
Sector was stipulated. Implementation of the measure should be fulfilled through the
calls within the Rural Development Programme of the SR 2014-2020.
Forest-related capacity building in other institutional framework
Please explain [max. 100 words] and provide reference documents where
relevant.

State Nature Conservation (SNC) of the SR in 2015-2017, solved the task of the
"Reassessment of the National Scheme of Protected Areas". In fulfilling this task the
SNC has identified protected areas that do not meet the value criteria of the protected
areas of the national system. For this reason the process of cancellation of the parts of
protected territories or updating of their boundaries has begun. As part of the
preparation of the Muránska Planina National Park, the boundaries of the National
Park and its protection zone were re-evaluated.
Comments [max. 100 words]

Reporting notes
1.

Please provide aggregated figures for each group/type of organizations, including all levels of government.
Publicly owned business entities should be excluded. Where it is impossible or inappropriate to separate the
activities of publicly owned business entities from other public sector activities in forest sector, this should be
noted and staff of the entities should be included in the table. Please specify in the space left for comments which
institutions are included (or not) in the figures you provide.

2.

Forest-related staff in public organizations includes human resources within public forest institutions at
subnational level. This refers to professionals as well as administrative staff.

3.

"Forest administration" includes the first three sub-categories mentioned in the previous part of the table, i.e. forest
policy administration, legislative supervision & enforcement, and support to private forest management.
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Proportion of forest and other wooded land under a management plan or
equivalent instrument
Forest-related
management document

Yes


Forest area under
document

Use of document
in the country
No

Other wooded land area
under document

Ha

%

Ha

%

1925900.00

100

20412.00

100

Management plan



Equivalent of
management plan



Other forest-related
type of management
document/instrument
at operational level

Are forest management plans an obligatory instrument?

Yes

No

Are the forest-related management plans / equivalents / other types of
management documents registered with official body?

Yes

No

Are the measures of forest management plans compulsory?

Yes

Partially

No

Do forest management plans regulate:

Yes

Partially

No

Volume of harvest
Regeneration systems
Reforestation species composition
Tending and other silvicultural operations
Deadwood volume
Comments:

The forest owner's obligation to manage the forest according to a valid forest management plan (FMP) is
laid down in the Forest Act. All FMPs must be approved by the competent body of state administration of
forest management. Only some measures and decisions of the FMP are obligatory on the forest owner;
the obligation of the FMP measures results from the respective provisions of the Forest Act; the binding
measures and decisions are, in particular: forest category; silvicultural system (clear cut is allowed only in
law-defined cases); maximum size, width and minimum distance of regeneration fellings; reforestation of
clearing after felling within two years (including law-defined exceptions); marking of timber felling and
written consent of forest manager before its realization; preferential carrying out salvage cutting; timber
volume felled from forest stand aged over 50 years can be higher by 15 % at maximum than
recommended in the FMP.
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Proportion of forest and other wooded land under third party certification
schemes
Certification
scheme

Use of
scheme in
the country
Yes







Forest
Stewardship
Council
certification
(FSC)
scheme
Programme
for the
Endorsement
of Forest
certification
(PEFC)
Other
international
forest
management
certification



Other country
specific
management
certification



Overlapping
of certification
schemes

No

Forest area under scheme

Ha

146832.00

1232520.00

%

Other wooded land
area under scheme
Ha

%

7.62

64.00

Comments:

Under the both PEFC and FSC schemes, 1.379 million ha of forests, or 70.8% of the total forest area,
were certified at 31 December 2017. To date, 273 certificates have been issued on participation in
forest certification under the PEFC and FSC schemes; of that 263 under PEFC. The PEFC Slovakia has
20 members in three chambers: Forest Owner (Lessee) Chamber, Chamber of Timber Processors and
the Chamber of Other Stakeholders. To date have been issued 80 valid C-o-C certificates and the
number of certified C-o-C companies is 86 under PEFC. According to the 2016 FSC data, a total of 32
forest managing enterprises are certified (including two state enterprises) and 123 C-o-C certificates
have been issued to date.
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3. Legal/regulatory frameworks and international commitments
Legal/regulatory frameworks
General
in constitution
characteristics of
in legislation enacted by
legal/regulatory
parliament
framework – formal
in administrative decrees /
authority on main
regulations
forest matters is laid
other:
down

Main forest and SFM
related
legal/regulatory act
with national scope
(e.g. Forest law, act,
code or similar
document)

Name and reference to legal
document:

at national level
at sub-national level
other:

Act no. 326/2005 Coll. on forests;
http://www.zakonypreludi.sk/zz/200
5-326

Date of enactment:

22.7.2005
Date of latest amendment:

22.6.2018
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Significant changes
in the
legal/regulatory
framework during
last 5 years

Yes
No
If yes, please describe and incl. reason/s for the changes [max. 100
words]

1) During last five years the Act no. 326/2005 Coll. on forests was
amended seven times (in total fifteen times by these acts: 275/2007
Coll., 359/2007 Coll., 360/2007 Coll., 540/2008 Coll., 499/2009 Coll.,
117/2010 Coll., 96/2012 Coll., 345/2012 Coll., 115/2013 Coll., 180/2013
Coll., 182/2014 Coll., 125/2016 Coll., 153/2017 Coll., 110/2018 Coll.,
177/2018 Coll.). The changes since 2013 concerned in particular the
reorganization of the state administration of forestry, land
consolidations, arrangement of land ownership, land associations and
reduction of administrative burden by the use of information systems of
public administration. 2) Act No. 113/2018 on the placing of timber and
timber products on the internal market entered into force on 1 July
2018. The purpose of the Act is to prevent the entry of timber from
illegal logging or a products of such timber into the internal market
through the responsible government authorities, the definition of their
competencies and the determination of sanctions for administrative
offenses in this area. The Act appoints that the central state authority in
the field of timber marketing on the domestic market in Slovakia will be
the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development. 3) Regulation of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development of the Slovak Republic
No. 226/2017 on forest sector funding for the provision of nonproduction benefits and services from forests entered into force on 1
October 2017.

International commitments
Are the following
FOREST EUROPE
instruments explicitly
referred to in the
legal/regulatory act?

Main international
commitments related to
forests signed by the
country

Fully

Partially

FOREST EUROPE Definition of SFM
FOREST EUROPE C&I for SFM
Other: please specify

Yes

No

CBD
AICHI
UNCCD
UNFCCC
Kyoto Protocol
Paris Agreement
Alpine Convention
Carpathian convention
Other: Please specify
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No

Significant initiatives
undertaken during last
5 years in
implementation of
international
commitments related
to forests signed by
your country

Comments

Yes
No
If yes, please describe and incl. reason/s for the changes [max. 100
words]

UNFCCC and Paris Agreement: according to challenges in the
commitment. Within the National Programme of Utilization of Timber
Potential of the SR 2014-2020 the framework action 1.1 - Implement
forest adaptation measures to adapt Slovak forests to climate change
with an emphasis on maintaining their production potential was
stipulated. The measure 1.1.2 is aimed at research on the ecological,
economic and social impacts of climate change and on-going monitoring
and evaluation of the adaptation measures taken in forestry.
Please explain [max. 100 words] and provide reference documents
where relevant.

4. FINANCIAL AND ECONOMIC INSTRUMENTS
Main characteristics of
economic policy related
to forests

Please specify objectives of main measures taken to address economic
aspects of publicly owned forests
[max. 100 words]

Economic policy of forestry sector is realised in the environment of market
mechanism and relations. The main principles are stipulated within the 4th
strategic objective and priority 9 (Increasing long-term competitiveness and
economic viability of multifunctional forestry) of the National Forest
Programme of the SR. The objective of multifunctional forestry is to provide
the public-beneficial services and to enable business profits for forest land
owners. The forest multifuncionality is more emphasised in state forests.
Please specify objectives of main measures taken to address economic
aspects of privately owned forests or other
[max. 100 words]

The EU framework for Rural Development Programmes is the main financial
instrument in forestry, but in a larger extent in non-state forests. The nonstate forests owners are entitled to compensatory payments for property
rights restrictions and increased costs of forest managment in protected
areas. In 2015-2017, € 13.688 million was paid as a result of above
mentioned restrictions.
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Significant changes in
economic policy related
to forests (public and
private) during the last
five years

Yes
No
If yes, please describe and incl. reason/s for the changes [max. 100 words]

Regulation of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development of the
Slovak Republic No. 226/2017 on forest sector funding for the provision of
non-production benefits and services from forests entered into force on 1
October 2017. State funding to forest enterprises based on the national
Regulation No. 226/2017 Coll. in 2017 was provided as followed: the total
area of forest covered by this funding: 38,331 ha; the applicants received
€2.07 million in total, or an average of €54 pre hectare of forest (including
both non-state and state enterprises).
Comments

Please explain [max. 100 words] and provide reference documents where
relevant.

The economic result achieved by state state forest enterprises is still
apparently lower as compared to non-state enterprises. There are a few
reasons: State forests are often excluded from obtaining compensations for
management restrictions in protected territories. They have more limited
possibilities to receive public funding (f.e. from Rural Development
Programme). About 250 thousand hectares of non-state forests, in particular
forests not returned to their original owners during the restitution process,
are managed by the State forest enterprises. Due to legal restrictions from
forest owners, the State forest enterprices can not carry out the felling
within these forests. Other forestry operations, especially those related to
silviculture, the non-state forest owners do not restrict.

State/federal forests
management

Comments

Please specify financial arrangements related to state-owned forests and
their management
Profit-making or financially self-sufficient forest management
Additional financial support from a state budget to forest
management
Other. Please specify:

Please explain [max. 100 words] and provide reference documents where
relevant.

Funding of the state forest enterprises in Slovakia is based on profit-making
forest management with additional financial support from public sources
(mainly state budget and EU funds).
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Please specify the use of financial instruments for private forests and their
management. For the EU Member States, please specify separately
expenditure connected to the EU Rural Development Programme Funds.
Grants/subsidies, Please specify:

For supporting of the non-state forests the subsidies are used as
the main financial instrument. Main measures supported are
forestry treatments (2.027 mil. Eur in 2017), investments (6.29 mil
Eur in 2017) and other measures: support for the prevention and
removal of damage in forest caused by forest fires and natural
disturbances and regeneration of such forests (7.442 mil. Eur in
2017).
of which RDPF. Please specify:

From the RDP were funded practically all financial sources
provided on investments (6.29 mil. Eur) and other measures
(7.442 mil. Eur).

Government
financial
instruments applied
to private forest
management

Loans. Please specify:

Received bank loans of non-state forest owners are 9.72 mil. EUR
at the end of 2017.
X Tax measures. Please specify:

Property tax is paid for commercial forests. Protection forests and
special-purpose forests are exempted from paying the property
tax. Non-state forest owners paid in 2017 the property tax in the
amount of 2.27 mil. Eur. Since 2010 it is gradually increasing from
the amount of 1.50 mil. Eur (in 2010).
Other. Please specify:

Comments

Please explain [max. 100 words] and provide reference documents where
relevant.

Year:

2017

Operational expenditure1

Total (million, national
currency)

15,3

Of that private sources,
if available (million,
national currency)

n.a.
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Transfer payments to private forests2

6,3

n.a.

3,8

n.a.

Forest administration

3

n.a.

Public forest research

0,4

n.a.

Forest education and training
institutions

0,1

n.a.

Cost of forest administration3 (not
including the costs associated with
managing public forests):
of which…

Other institutions. Please specify:

Museum "Svätý Anton";
Slovak Forestry Chamber;
Slovak Hunter Chamber.

n.a.
0,3

Total expenditure

25,4

If transfer payments
are made to private
forests, indicate for
what specific
objective(s) – Please
tick all that apply.

Comments

n.a.

Reforestation
Afforestation
Forest inventory and/or planning
Conservation of forest biodiversity
Protection of soil and water
Forest stand improvement
Climate change adaptation
Establishment or maintenance of protected areas
Recreation
Other, please specify:

Please explain [max. 100 words] and provide reference documents where
relevant.

Reporting notes
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Please specify the year which the data refers to in the intended box.

1. Operational expenditure includes public and private domestic or external sources of finance (personnel,
materials, operating costs) for operational forest activities (e.g. silviciltural and protective measures). It also
includes expenditure on contract or outsourced activities. It also includes the operating costs associated
with any forest sector incentive schemes.
It excludes public and private capital expenditure on investments in accordance with the national tax laws
(construction and maintenance of forest roads, buildings; investments to equipment, tools, vehicles,
machinery and technologies and other investments e.g. IT and/or intangible investments etc.). Data on
capital expenditure are included in the questionnaire on quantitative indicators (indicator 6.4).
it should exclude the expenditure of publicly owned business entities. Where it is impossible or
inappropriate to separate the activities of publicly owned business entities from other public sector activities
in forest sector, this should be noted and expenditure of the entities should be included in the table. In this
case, please specify in the space left for comments which institutions you included (or not).
It also excludes expenditure on: marketing; trade facilitation; or development projects, where forest is not
the main focus of activities.

2. Transfer payments to private forests includes all government expenditures (including external) on direct
financial incentives (grants or subsidies) paid to non-government and private-sector institutions, enterprises,
communities or individuals operating in the forest sector to implement forest related activities. It excludes tax
incentives; government loans; benefits in kind (free or subsidized materials and/or advice). It also excludes
direct financial incentives available to all individuals and enterprises not specifically related to forest related
activities (e.g. relocation grants, employment subsidies, general training grant schemes).

3. Cost of forest administration is government expenditure on public institutions solely engaged in the forest
sector. It includes all public expenditure (including external) on implementing forest policy and legislation to
the entire forest areas, mainly: expenditures for state administration bodies, support to other forest
institutions (e.g. for research, education, training, forest inventory, management plans).

Yes, at public level

Yes, at private level
No

Are any types of
Payments for
Ecosystem Services
(PES) schemes applied
in your country?

If yes, please describe and provide reference documents where
relevant. [max. 100 words]

Note:
Types of markets for example: Public payment schemes for private land owners; Formal markets with open trading
between buyers and sellers; Self-organized private deals.

5. Information and communication
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Main characteristics
of informational
means

Is forest monitoring in your country
sufficient for information and
communication needs?

Yes
Partially
No

If no, please specify:

Is there public access to forest
inventory data?

Yes
Partially (e.g. just aggregated data)
No

If yes or partially, please specify:

Mainly aggregated data are
provided. Special Forestry
study No. 65/2017 was
published:
http://www.nlcsk.sk/files/5
079.pdf

Does an official (governmental) forestrelated outreach and communication
strategy exist?

Yes
Partially
No

If yes, please provide reference:

The Ministry of Agriculture
and Rural Development of
the Slovak Republic
approved Directive No.
1320/2017-120 on a unified
and coordinated procedure
in the area of media policy
of the sector and
communication of the
sector with the public
(approved on 23.03.2017).
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Does a national report on the state of
sustainable forest management exist?
If yes or partially, please provide
reference/link:

Yes
Partially
No

They are annually
elaborated reports on the
forest sector of the Slovak
Republic (so called green
reports):
http://www.mpsr.sk/index.
php?navID=123&id=13656.
Is there a national platform for
stakeholder participation in forest
policy development and/or decisionmaking?
If yes or partially, please specify:

Yes
Partially
No

Participation of the
stakeholders in forest
policy development and/or
decision making is enacted
in Act No. 71/1967 Coll. on
the administrative order
which applies to
proceedings in which the
administrative authorities
decide on the rights,
legitimate interests or
duties of interested
persons.
Significant changes
in informational
means during last
five years

Yes
No
If yes, please describe and incl. reason/s for the changes [max. 100 words]

1) The second cycle of the "National Inventory and Monitoring of
Forests of the SR 2015-2016" was realized (with the costs of 989,000
€). The results are published in "Lesnícke štúdie, No. 65/2017". 2)
Every year, the task of "Forest Monitoring - Partial Monitoring System
- Forests" is solved; during the years 2014-2017, a total of 316
thousand Eur from the state budget were spent for this purpose. 3)
Statistical statements were esteblished for the wood-processing
sector and the service providers sector.
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Significant changes in
forest related
communication during
last five years

Yes
No
If yes, please describe and include reason/s for the changes [max. 100 words]

The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development of the Slovak Republic
approved Directive No. 1320/2017-120 on a unified and coordinated procedure
in the area of media policy of the sector and communication of the sector with
the public (approved on 23.03.2017).
Reporting notes
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2B: Policies, institutions and instruments related to specific criteria
Part 2B requests additional information since the last reporting in 2014 on policies,
institutions and instruments for individual criteria for SFM:
C1. Maintenance and appropriate enhancement of forest resources and their contribution
to global carbon cycles;
C2. Maintenance of forest ecosystem health and vitality;
C3. Maintenance and encouragement of productive functions of forests (wood and nonwood);
C4. Maintenance, conservation and appropriate enhancement of biological diversity in
forest ecosystems;
C5. Maintenance and appropriate enhancement of the protective functions in forest
management (notably soil and water);
C6. Maintenance of other socioeconomic functions and conditions.

Criterion 1 Maintenance and appropriate enhancement of forest resources and their contribution to global carbon cycles

Have policy objectives been formulated with respect to Criterion 1?
Please describe the policy
objectives, including
quantitative targets if any
have been formulated

Please describe any
institutional measures taken
to achieve these objectives

What policy tools have been
put in place to achieve these
objectives (e.g. legal,
financial, communication)?

☒Yes ☐No

(max. 100 words, please)

National Forest Programme of the SR: Priority 4: To
mitigate consequences of climate change and to support
adaptation of forests to impacts of climate chnage;
Framework objectives: Increasing the carbon store in
forest ecosystems through realization of the forestry
measures; Adaptng the forest structure to expected
climate change consequences through implementation
of adaptation measures; Creating conditions for
application of close-to-nature and economcally effective
silviculture. National Programme of Utilization of Timber
Potential of the Slovak Republic for 2014-2020: Strategic
objective 1: Ensuring the timber supply in changing
natural and societal conditions within sustainable forest
management.
(max. 100 words, please)

Existing institutional arrangement of the forestry sector
has served to meet the objectives set. No significant
institutional changes have been made for ensuring the
criterion 1 in recent years.
(max. 100 words, please)

Policy tools: Approval of the Action Plan of the National
Programme of Utilization of Timber Potential of the
Slovak Republic for 2014-2020 (Government Resolution
no. 225 of 14.05.2014) and of the Action Plan of National
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Forest Programme of the SR II for 2014-2020
(Government Resolution no. 697 of 16.12.2015).
Financial tools: For funding Criterion 1 related activities
were used all available sources: state budget, EU funds
mainly from the Rural Development Programme of the
SR (RDP SR) 2014-2020, and own sources of forest
owners and managers.
Please describe
achievements in the area of
Criterion 1 over the past five
years

What are the major
challenges in the area of
Criterion 1, and the major
obstacles to achieving the
policy objectives?

(max. 100 words, please)

Forest area: In 2017, the forest area reached 1.946
million ha. The long-term trend of increasing the forest
area continues. Growing stock: In 2017, the volume of
growing stock totalled 480.25 million m3 (underbark
standing). The present growing stock figures indicate the
highest stock Slovak forests have reached in a century.
However, the volume of existing growing stock is at its
peak and it is anticipated that in the coming decades the
stock will decrease as a result of a gradual change in age
structure. At present there are being solved a few the
Criterion 1 related scientific projects funded from
national Research and Development Support Agency
(R&DSA) and sectoral research, mainly: "Optimization of
the forest stands management under the condition of
the changing climate"; "Extreme displays of the climate
change and their impacts on the growth and production
of the forest stands"; "Research of the wood use as a
renewable material in transfomation to a green
economy".
(max. 100 words, please)

The important part in meeting this criterion is the
effective operation and co-ordination of all key sectors
(mainly forestry, environment, finance, state
administration, etc.) on the national level. The main
threat to the implementation of the criterion 1 are nonharmonised sectoral pririties and objectives
(enforcement of the sectoral approaches). An imprtant
technical issue is the elaboration of the models of target
forest structure and forest stands adaptation on climate
change for the basic forest types in Slovakia. The basic
forestry measures aimed at the improvement of the
carbon sequestration through the most appropriate tree
species composition, spatial structure of the forest
stands, rotations, silvicultural systems as well as by
conversion of low-productive and ecologcally unstable
forests should be introduced into the forest
management models.
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Criterion 2 Maintenance of forest health and vitality

Have policy objectives been formulated with respect to Criterion 2?
Please describe the policy
objectives, including
quantitative targets if any
have been formulated

Please describe any
institutional measures taken
to achieve these objectives

What policy tools have been
put in place to achieve these
objectives (e.g. legal,
financial, communication)?

Please describe
achievements in the area of
Criterion 2 over the past five
years

☒Yes ☐No

(max. 100 words, please)

National Forest Programme of the SR: Priority 5: "To
strengthen forest protection" stipulates these framwork
objectives: 1) To create an effective system to prepare
and implement the projects of recovery measures in
forests where prevention and regeneration of forest
potential after calamities caused by injurious agents are
needed. 2) To create and fund the functioning of an
effective system of prognosis, prevention and
monitoring of the forest fires occurrence. 3) To create
legal, economic and technical conditions for system
solutions of calamitous situations in protected
territories.
(max. 100 words, please)

The "Forest Protection Service" checks the fulfilment of
the forestry manager's obligations to protect the forest
and the effectiveness of the measures taken. It ensures
the inventory of damaging agents through monthly
forest management records. The data are processed
once a year and after the processing, a report is issued
on the occurrence of damaging agents in the forests of
Slovakia which is stored at www.los.sk.
(max. 100 words, please)

Funding some Criterion 2 related forestry measures from
the sources of the RDP SR 2014-2020. Funding some
Criterion 2 related research tasks from the sources of
national R&D Support Agency and sectoral research.
(max. 100 words, please)

Realization of projects of recovery measures in forests
determined on prevention and forest potential
regeneration was included in actual Rural Development
Programme (RDP SR 2014-2020), its respective measures
and calls. From the sources of the RDP SR 2014-2020 the
measures on regeneration of forests after wind and
insects calamities including tending subsequent young
forest stands are implemented. In 2016, a project was
launched within the RIS3 SK specialization, which
includes the activity "Strategic research on methods of
monitoring abiotic, biotic and anthropogenic agents in
forests for the precise applications in forest protection".
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An electronic atlas of harmful agents was processed;
available at www.skodcoviadrevin.sk. A tool for mapping
harmful agents, including non-original and invasive
organisms; available at http://www.los.sk/Mavysk2/.
Within the RDP SR the project "Automated stationary
detection system for early detection of forest fires" for a
selected areas with high fire risk was implemented. In
2014, the "National Forest Protection Plan of the Slovak
Republic" and "Methodology of Classification of Forest
Areas in Slovakia according to Fire Threat Level" were
elaborated. A geoinformation system for forecasting and
monitoring forest fires - maps with marked paths and
water resources, is being built up. There is being solved
the scientific project "Information and warning system
for invasive organisms in forest and urban
environments".
What are the major
challenges in the area of
Criterion 2, and the major
obstacles to achieving the
policy objectives?

(max. 100 words, please)

Over the last 15-20 years Slovak forests have been
subjected to an extremely high frequency and intensity
of harmful agents. The volume of timber damaged by
biotic agents reached 3.9 million m3 in 2017. It was
clearly proved that if, the timber damaged by abiotic
agents was not timely processed and removed from the
forest, it inevitably triggerred outbreaks of forest pests,
bark beetle in particular. From mentioned reasons it is
highly important to develop and implement a proposal
for a legally relevant solution to the calamity situations
in protected areas in cooperation of both sectors
(forestry and environment) and to propose a system of
economic ensuring for implementation this measure. To
promote mechanical and biological methods of forest
protection in place of chemical methods, making use of
the funding available through the RDP SR 2014-2020. To
intensify cooperation with the State Nature Conservancy
of the Slovak Republic to achieve nature conservation
goals through active management of protected areas
and forests.

Criterion 3 Maintenance and encouragement of productive functions of forests (wood and non-wood)

Have policy objectives been formulated with respect to Criterion 3?
Please describe the policy
objectives, including
quantitative targets if any
have been formulated

☒Yes ☐No

(max. 100 words, please)

National Forest Programme of the SR: Priority 9: "To
increase long-term competitiveness and economic
viability of multifunctional forestry; Priority 11: Valuation
and marketing of forest non-wood products and
services; Priority 17: To support the use of wood from
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forests managed in sustainable way; Priority 12: To
support the use of forest biomass to produce energy.
Approval of the National Programme of Utilization of
Timber Potential of the Slovak Republic for 2014-2020 by
the Government of the SR and its Action plan.
Please describe any
institutional measures taken
to achieve these objectives

What policy tools have been
put in place to achieve these
objectives (e.g. legal,
financial, communication)?

Please describe
achievements in the area of
Criterion 3 over the past five
years

(max. 100 words, please)

Act No. 113/2018 on the placing of timber and timber
products on the internal market appointed responsible
government authority with competence for enforcement
the EU Timber Regulation as well as in the field of felling
legality and timber marketing on the domestic market.
(max. 100 words, please)

Financial instruments: Support of forest management
from the European funds including co-financing from the
Slovak state budget. State support of forestry within the
Programme: "Sustainable forest management" and its
sub-programmes: "Regeneration and development of
forestry" and "Research and expert assistance to
sustainable forest management". Legal instrument:
Decree No. 226/2017 on the granting of forestry support
for forest ecosystem services was elaborated and its first
implementation was secured in 2017.
(max. 100 words, please)

Timber felling: The total volume of timber felled in 2017
reached 9.39 million m3. As compared to felling in 2000
(6,218 million m3) it increased even by 51%. The main
factor behind the increase is the current age structure of
Slovak forests with a normal to over-normal high area of
81 years old and older forests, most of which are
mature/ripe for felling. Timber supply: In 2017, the total
supply of raw timber reached a volume of 9.36 million
m3. In 2017, domestic timber supply totalled 9.02 million
m3. According to preliminary data on foreign trade
statistics 2.02 million m3 of raw timber was exported in
2017. Non-wood forest products: Other earnings and
revenue amounted to 91.87 million €, an annual increase
of 22.3%. In 2016, the "Analysis of Slovakia's potential
for using the principles of green economy in forestry"
was carried out, focusing on the analysis and the
proposal of policy tools to support sustainable
production, processing of wood and non-wood products
in Slovakia. In 2017, the task of "Promoting investments
in the complex processing of raw wood" was solved out.
In 2016, the methodology for the survey of the forest
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road network was developed. According to this
methodology the "Forest Road Survey and Plan" is being
prepared as part of forest management plans. In 2015,
the activity of the National Support Group of the Forest
Technology Platform (FTP) was renewed.
What are the major
challenges in the area of
Criterion 3, and the major
obstacles to achieving the
policy objectives?

(max. 100 words, please)

At present the sale of timber is the most important
source of earnings to preserve forest functions and
maintain employment in the forest sector. It provides
approximately 80% of the revenue and earnings for
forest managing enterprises. In addition to the forest
sector, timber is also a basic raw material for the timber
processing industry, thus securing employment, earnings
and revenue also in this sector of the national economy.
Because of the increasing of long-term competitiveness
of forestry sector it is necessary to create conditions and
improve possibilities for the implementation of
innovative approaches in the area of non-timber
products and services to encourage income
diversification, therefore it is needed: To identify the
constraints and barriers untill now hindering the
economic realization of non-wood forestry products and
services. To continue in research and development a
system of identification, quantification and payments for
the use of the most important ecological and social
functions of forests - ecosystem services. Research
project approved by R & D Support Agency for the period
2018-2021: "Testing of new policies and business models
for ensuring selected forest ecosystem services". To
develop models to create markets for non-wood forest
services including incentive tools. To create favourable
conditions and opportunities for establishing markets
with non-wood forest products and services. To improve
awareness of forest owners and managers about
opportunities to engage themselves into the business
and marketing of the new products and services in
forestry. In addition, it is necessary to prepare and
implement a campaign to raise public awareness of the
importance of sustainable forest management and the
practical benefits of using wood compared to other
materials.

Criterion 4 Maintenance, conservation and appropriate enhancement of biological diversity in forest ecosystems

Have policy objectives been formulated with respect to Criterion 4?
Please describe the policy
objectives, including
quantitative targets if any

☒Yes ☐No

(max. 100 words, please)
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have been formulated

Please describe any
institutional measures taken
to achieve these objectives

What policy tools have been
put in place to achieve these
objectives (e.g. legal,
financial, communication)?

Please describe
achievements in the area of
Criterion 4 over the past five
years

National Forest Programme of the SR and its Action plan
for 2014-2020: Priority 1: "To support close to nature
forest management"; Priority 2: "To support the
development and use of environmetally friendly
technologies and technics in forest management";
Priority 3: "To support conservation, improvement and
enhancement of biodiversity".
(max. 100 words, please)

Nature conservation is in the competence of the Ministry
of Environment of the SR in accordance of the Act No.
543/2002 on nature and landscape conservation.
However there are also many effective forest policy and
legal documents in the competence of Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Development in the field of
biodiversity protection. Act on Forests, National Forest
Programme and its action Plan, National Programme of
Utilization of Timber Potential of the Slovak Republic for
2014-2020 and its action plan have paid a great
attention to protection and consrvation biodiversity and
prevention its loss.
(max. 100 words, please)

Financial tools: State support of forestry within the
Programme: "Sustainable forest management" and its
sub-programmes; Regulation of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Development of the SR No.
226/2017 on forest sector funding for the provision of
non-production benefits and services; from forests;
Funding some of the research tasks from the sources of
national R&D Support Agency.
(max. 100 words, please)

The European network of protected areas NATURA 2000
in Slovakia includes at present 951 ths. ha of forest
stands. In 2017, the Slovak Government approved
management plans for the first six of the total of 41
Special Protection Areas (SPAs). The national list of Sites
of Community Imprtance (SCIs) was in 2016 extended to
include 169 new sites covering a total area of 31 656 ha,
of which forests cover 18 136 ha. The total area of
NATURA 2000 in Slovakia is approximately 1 463
thousand ha. An area of mutually overlapping SPAs and
SCIs is included only once. Of the total area 951
thousand ha are forest land. The national network of
protected areas includes large-scale protected areas
(national parks and protected landscape areas) and
several categories of small-scale protected areas (nature
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reserves, national nature reserves, nature monuments,
and protected sites). National protected areas can be
zoned (divided into sections with a different level of
protection). The total area of forest land in the nationally
protected areas was approximatelly 784 thousand ha.
The overlap between NATURA 2000 network and a
national network of protected areas s is around 776 ths
ha. In 2017, compensations totalling 3.21 € million were
granted for the management restrictions imposed in
forests on forest land (it was 1.38 € million lower than in
2016). Research on ecology, economics and optimization
of close to nature forest management in natural
conditions of Slovakia is being realized through a few
scientific projects. In 2017 forestry organizations and
state nature conservation published three handbooks on
the close to nature forest management. Since 2017, the
working procedures of forest management planning has
been updated in relation to the planning of management
measures in the selection forests and permanently multistoreyed forst stands.
What are the major
challenges in the area of
Criterion 4, and the major
obstacles to achieving the
policy objectives?

(max. 100 words, please)

Despite being in Slovakia there are elaborated and
approved all needed documents related to biodiversity
conservation, due to very extensive protected territories
and some inconsistencies between sectoral policies and
valid acts (environment and forestry) the current
effectiveness of protection does not reach the required
level. It is necessary to unify the policy and legal
documents of both sectors and to intensify cooperation
with the State Nature Conservancy of the Slovak
Republic to achieve nature conservation goals through
active management of protected areas and forests.
Because of a very large extent, to reassess the actual
national network of protected areas, in particular from
the viewpoint their area, fitness of objectives and
mission of protection.

Criterion 5 Maintenance and appropriate enhancement of protective functions in forest management (notably soil and
water)

Have policy objectives been formulated with respect to Criterion 5?
Please describe the policy
objectives, including
quantitative targets if any
have been formulated

☒Yes ☐No

(max. 100 words, please)

National Forest Programme of the SR and its Action plan
for 2014-2020: Priority 7: "To conserve and improve
protective functions of forests". Framework objectives:
Assuring maximal functional efficiency of forests with
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prevailing protection functions (ecological and social)
through improving differentiated principles of
management in these forests; Improving methods of
identification, quantification and financial evaluation of
protection forests; Ensuring the implementation of the
Flood Protection Programme (and Strategy) till 2020, in
conjunction to implementation of the flood protection
on small water courses administered by state eterprises.
Please describe any
institutional measures taken
to achieve these objectives

What policy tools have been
put in place to achieve these
objectives (e.g. legal,
financial, communication)?

Please describe
achievements in the area of
Criterion 5 over the past five
years

What are the major
challenges in the area of
Criterion 5, and the major
obstacles to achieving the
policy objectives?

(max. 100 words, please)

Slovak forests are divided into three main categories:
production, protection and special-purpose forests.
Forests with primarily protection functions are
designated as protection forests. These forests protect
soils, water resources and infrastructure. The majority of
them protect soils on exposed/extreme sites (53%), or
are situated beneath the tree line (15%). Due to extreme
site conditions, 32% of these forests are not suitable for
timber production.
(max. 100 words, please)

Financial tools: State support of forestry within the
Programme: "Sustainable forest management" and its
sub-programmes; Regulation of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Development of the SR No.
226/2017; Funding the research tasks from the sources
of national R & D Support Agency.
(max. 100 words, please)

The area of protection forests has been slowly increasing
and in 2017 they covered 335,900 ha, or 17.25% of the
total area of forest land. The state forest enterprises
secured the continuing care of small watercourses in the
total length over 19,400 km; in 2017 they spent Eur
794,500 on investments and maintenance of these
watercourses, the majority of which was allocated for
postflood cleanup. The costs are very limited due to
budget constraints of forest enterprises.
(max. 100 words, please)

It is necessary to enforce into practical use the newly
developped proposal of forest categorization based on
the results of the research, in particular the task
"Research, classification and application of forest
functions in the landscape", including forests designated
for soil and water protection. To develop content and

FOREST EUROPE/UNECE/FAO pan-European questionnaire on the qualitative Indicators for SFM

procedures for the promotion of the importance of
forest functions (including soil and water) and use them
in communication with public, media and politicians.

Criterion 6 Maintenance of other socio-economic functions and conditions

Have policy objectives been formulated with respect to Criterion 6?
Please describe the policy
objectives, including
quantitative targets if any
have been formulated

Please describe any
institutional measures taken
to achieve these objectives

What policy tools have been
put in place to achieve these
objectives (e.g. legal,
financial, communication)?

Please describe
achievements in the area of
Criterion 6 over the past five
years

☒Yes ☐No

(max. 100 words, please)

National Forest Programme of the SR and its Action plan
for 2014-2020 are appointing: Priority 9: To increase
long-term competitiveness and economic viability of
multifunctional forestry, including related research;
Priority 12: "To support the use of forest biomass to
produce energy"; Priority 13: "To support cooperation of
forest land owners and to improve forestry training";
Priority 16: "To improve ensuring justified interest and
needs of forest land owners and of the society".
Approval of the National Programme of Utilization of
Timber Potential of the SR for 2014-2020 by the
Government of the SR and its Action plan whose
strategic targets and framework measures contribute
significantly to improvement of the state of the criterion
6 indicators.
(max. 100 words, please)

No significant institutional measures have been taken
since the previous report on SoEF for ensuring the
criterion 6.
(max. 100 words, please)

Financial tools: Sources of the Rural Development
Program of the SR 2014-2020. Own sources of the all
state enterprises in Slovakia. State support of forestry
within the Programme: "Sustainable forest
management" and its sub-programmes. Sources of R & D
support agency.
(max. 100 words, please)

Socio-economic indicators: The value of gross domestic
product (GDP) of forest sector given in current prices of
2017 came to 0.30 billion € representing a 3.4% increase
from previous year. Share of forestry on total economy
(0.33% in 2016) is increasing. The pulp and papermaking
industry belongs to one of the most profitable and
competitive industries of the national economy in
Slovakia. Profit of the forestry (without woodprocessing
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sector) reached €44.45 Employment in forestry
increased by about 1.2 thousand employees and the
average monthly wage of a forestry employee increased
by € 125 compared to 2013 without woodprocessing
industry. Forest ownership: In 2017, the state owned
769 thousand ha of forest land, or 39.5% of its total area.
At the same time, state forest enterprises managed 1
019,2 thousand ha of forest land, or 52.4% of its total
area, because they manage in addition 250,1 thousand
ha of non-state forests, in particular forests of unknown
owners. In 2017, forest enterprises paid taxes to the
national and municipal (council) budgets in the amount
of €58.61 million. Compared to 2016, taxes grew by
€5.74 million. The provision of forest management plans
for all forest owners was ensured in accordance with the
relevant provisions of the Act on forests and their
financing from the resources of the RDP of the SR for
2014-2020. The National Forestry Center in 2017 solved
the tasks of "Methodology of calculation of rent
payment for using forest land" and "Proposal of a
simplified forest land taxation system". Wood for energy
production: In 2017, the total consumption of solid
fuelwood biomass (fuelwood, wood chips, woody
residue, briquettes and pellets) reached 3.05 million
tonnes. The share of woody fuels in the total
consumption of primary energy sources in the Slovak
Republic was 1.9%. The supply of fuelwood biomass
from forest enterprises fell by 15 thousand tonnes to
1.42 million tonnes when compared to 2016 due to the
change in the structure of woody fuel consumption in
favour of the timber processing industry which uses its
own woody residues. Annual fuelwood consumption
increased by 15 thousand tonnes and reached 845
thousand tonnes; this growth was attributed to an
increase in the number of family houses partially or
exclusively heated by fuelwood. Consumption of wood
chips decreased by 30 thousand tonnes to 580 thousand
tonnes.
What are the major
challenges in the area of
Criterion 6, and the major
obstacles to achieving the
policy objectives?

(max. 100 words, please)

Settlement of ownership to forest land under restitution
laws has not been completely closed. It remains to settle
especially the forest land of small individual owners,
respectively as well as forest land related to common
ownership which is not uniquely identified in the field. In
the field of energy use of wood it is needed to carry out
a quantification of available wood biomass resources in
forest, non-forest lands and waste wood production
suitable for energy production and alternative use; this
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task was adopted by the R&D support agency. There
should be also elaborated a system of forest tree
biomass removal limits with respect to the maintaining
the balance of soil nutrient balance; this task was
opened since 2016 within the sectoral research. It is also
necessary to develop an analysis of wood biomass flows
used for energy purposes and to develop a proposal to
optimize the supply of fuel biomass in terms of the
distribution of biomass producers and producers of
energy in Slovakia. Woodprocessing industry: There is a
lack of facilities for the processing of the highest quality
softwood/hardwood roundwood in Slovakia. Despite
economic indicators trending positive, no major growth
in the competitiveness of the majority of timber
processing companies has been observed and that
includes a lack of growth in the production of added
value products. Production mostly consists of
intermediate products supplied to foreign companies.
Contrary to timber processing, the pulp and
papermaking industry belongs to one of the most
profitable and competitive industries of the national
economy in Slovakia.

2C: Supplementary information on selected major issues
If you wish, provide similar brief information (policy objectives/targets, policy instruments,
achievements, challenges), on specific areas not sufficiently covered in the sections before.
Possible areas, many of which touch more than one criterion, would include:
 legal/regulatory framework to combat illegal logging and associated trade of forest products
 Promotion of the use of sustainably produced forest products
 Water management and flood control through forests
 Forest recreation
 Sustainable forest workforce
 Occupational safety and health

National Forest Programme of the SR and its Action plan for 2014-2020: Priority 18: "To support
systematic work with the public in order to improve a positive perception of forestry by the public".
Within the priority 18 there was every year realized an education of forest pedagogues, consultancy
and methodological management of forest pedagogy. Presentations of forestry "Forest Days" were
realized annually within organized forestry events of national importance. Since 2009, the project
"Children's Forestry University" is being implemented for elementary school pupils. There also other
traditional events and activities for the public: 16th year "Tree Day", "Green Lens", "Travelling Owl of
the State Forests TANAP", "Best Forest Warden", 53rd year of the skiing competition "Venerovský
Memorial", "Forest Hidden in the Book", project primary school pupils the "Best Forest Postcard".
Priority 6 To develop forest monitoring The second cycle of the "National Inventory and Monitoring
of Forests SR 2015-2016" was realized. The total costs were 989 thousand €, of which own sources of
the state enterprise Forests of the SR € 900 ths. €, state budget 59 ths. €, and other sources 30 ths. €.
Challenge: To continue in development forest inventory and monitoring methods in accordance with
the processes, technologies, needs and requirements of the ongoing integration process. Integration
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of the monitoring systems at EU level is addressed within the international project H2020 "DIABOLO"
2014-2018. To link the individual subsystems of survey and of monitoring the state and development
of forests and economic and market information into a comprehensive, multifunctional, efficient,
and comprehensive system. To improve the set of national indicators for sustainable forest
management to enable a comprehensive assessment of the status and development of forest
resources, all goods, services and functions that forests provide.
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