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Introduction

In 2011, in the Oslo Ministerial Decision; European Forests 2020, ministers responsible for European
forests made a number of commitments, notably the Goals for European Forests and the European
2020 Targets for Forests. The eighth Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe,
to be held in Bratislava in 2020, will review progress towards these goals and targets, as well as
carrying out the regular study on the State of Europe’s Forests, based on the pan-European criteria
and indicators of sustainable forest management. The study will serve as background information to
shape political and technical discussions on future opportunities and challenges, and political
responses to these developments.
To improve data quality and to reduce the reporting burden, the reporting processes for the goals and
targets and for the qualitative indicators of sustainable forest management are being combined, as
there is significant overlap in the areas on which information is needed. This enquiry requests
information on progress towards the goals and targets, which mostly concern measures and actions
at the national level, as well as information on the qualitative indicators on sustainable forest
management, which concern legal, institutional, policy, financial and informational instruments.
Information provided for this enquiry, combined with the parallel enquiry on the quantitative indicators
of sustainable forest management, will provide sufficient information for the State of Europe’s Forests
2020, which will also report on progress towards the goals and targets.
This enquiry is structured according to the updated pan-European qualitative indicators for
sustainable forest management, as adopted in Annex 1 to the Madrid Ministerial Declaration 2015.
In completing the enquiry, you may wish to consult the following sources of information on policies
and institutions:
STATE OF EUROPE’S FORESTS 2015:
http://foresteurope.org/state-europes-forests-2015-report/
Background information for the updated pan-European indicators for sustainable forest
management:
http://foresteurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/3AG_UPI_Updated_Backgr_Info.pdf
FAO-LEX: http://faolex.fao.org/faolex
All FOREST EUROPE members are also members of the UN Forum on Forests, which will also
invite members to report, on a voluntary basis, on progress towards the Global Forest Goals and
Targets for a report scheduled for 2021. The two processes (global and pan-European) are
formally quite separate, but clearly overlap in subject matter. To the extent possible, this
reporting format has been designed to reduce the reporting burden, so that respondents may
provide the same information in both fora.

For more information please contact Liaison Unit Bratislava
(Liaison.Unit.Bratislava@foresteurope.org, rastislav.rasi@foresteurope.org)

Deadline for submission: 31 October 2018
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Part 1: Reporting on progress towards the Goals for European Forests
and the European 2020 Targets for Forests
With regard to the Forest Europe Work Programme 2016-2020, activity 4.2.4, please provide
information, following the template below, on the major actions and measures taken in your
country to achieve the Goals for European Forests and the European 2020 Targets for Forests. In the
interests of analysis and to facilitate the identification of regional trends, please keep your answer
short, restricting yourself to the five most important actions or measures, and identifying a
maximum of five remaining challenges. If you wish to list more actions, or provide more detail,
please do so in a separate message.
Please ensure that all the actions/measures and challenges you list are directly connected to the
specific goal or target, and not to more general forest governance measures (which are addressed in
the next part of this enquiry).

Goals for European Forests
During the FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference held in 2011 in Oslo, Norway, ministers
responsible for forests in Europe adopted eight “Goals for European Forests” which are of long term
nature. The below questions relate to the progress so far achieved.

Goal I. Sustainable management of all European forests ensures
multiple forest functions and enhances lasting provision of goods and
services
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken towards achieving Goal I
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

The strategic goal of Forests, products and people – Ireland’s forest policy – a
renewed vision, is to develop an internationally competitive and sustainable forest
sector that provides a full range of economic, environmental and social benefits to
society and which accords with the Forest Europe definition of sustainable forest
management.
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/forestpolicyreviewforestspr
oductsandpeople/00487%20Forestry%20Review%20-%20web%2022.7.14.pdf

A new Forestry Act for Ireland was introduced in 2014 and enabled in May 2017
(http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2014/act/31/enacted/en/html). The Department
has introduced a number of documents since the introduction of the forestry
programme to ensure the sustainable development and management of forests
including, the Forestry Standards Manual
(https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/grantandpremiumscheme
s/2015/ForestryStandManNov15050116.pdf), Environmental Requirements for
Afforestation
(https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/grantandpremiumscheme
s/2016/EnvironmentalRequirementsAfforestationDecember121216.pdf), Land Types
for Afforestation
(https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/grantandpremiumscheme
s/schemecirculars/2016/LandTypesAfforest020316.pdf) and the Felling &
Reforestation Policy
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(https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/treefelling/FellingReforest
ationPolicyMay2017250517.pdf).
Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

Action /
Measure 5

The Forestry Programme 2014-2020 for Ireland was implemented following extensive
consultation with stakeholders. State Aid approval was secured from the European
Commission for the programme which is fully funded by the Irish Government. A midterm review of the programme was implemented in 2017. The programme aims to
increase the forest estate by 44,000 hectares by 2020.
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/forestservice/forestryprogrammes2014-2020/

This Department working with the Department of Housing, Planning and Local
Government introduced a policy document on Forests and Water. This sets out how
Ireland will achieve its objectives under the River Basin Management Plan 2018-2021.

The Department has introduced a Knowldge Training programme for private forestry
owners, funded Continuous Professional Development for foresters and funded a
Certification pilot project which has been successfully completed.

Please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve Goal I (maximum of 100
words per challenge, please)
Challenge 1

Despite significant promotional campaigns, afforestation levels have continued to fall
since the beginning of 2017.

Challenge 2

Maintenance of a healthy forest estate following the outbreak of Ash Dieback
(Chalara), Dothistroma Needle Blight, Brown Spot Needle Blight and Phytophthora
ramorum.
Challenge 3

Forecasted Wood supply in the forest sector, is expected to increase from 4 million
cubic metres to nearly 7 million cubic metres by 2035.
Challenge 4

Challenge to increase the diversity of species planted within the national estate,
particularly native broadleaves. During the Mid-Term Review of the forest programme
in 2018, the minimum mandatory requirement per site was increased from 10% to
15% broadleaves. Other changes included; a 5% increase in all broadleaves & diverse
conifer premium categories and a 7% increase in all broadleaves & diverse conifer
grant categories.
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Challenge 5

Certification of private forests. A pilot project has been initiated by the Department.

Goal II. European forests contribute to a green economy, including
through increased provision of wood, other forest products and
ecosystem services from sustainable sources
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken towards achieving Goal II
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

Action /
Measure 5

Department policy foresees the expansion of the forest area (from 11% currently to
18% by 2046), to provide for increased and sustained levels of wood production,
environmental benefits, including climate change mitigation in the continued
sustainable management of the national forest resource, including integration of
detailed environmental considerations, and cost effective mobilisation of the forest
resource. The curent programme aims to increase the forest estate by 44,000 hectares
by 2020.

The Department introduced a Forestry for Fibre scheme for landowners to plant fast
growing trees suitable for a range of purposes such as wood panel and also additional
biomass for energy, thereby replacing fossil fuels in the production of heat and
electricity which will help Irelands transition to a low carbon and climate resilient
future.

The Department provides grant aid support to a number of not-for-profit bodies to
promote the greater efficient use of wood fuels and wood products. It engages with
the National Standards Authority of Ireland in the development of wood product
standards and structural recommendations.

The provision of additional funding for the building of forest roads to assist in the
mobilisation of timber which is expected to reach 7 million cubic metres by 2020. A
new technology scheme provides assistance for innovative technologies such as
variable tyre pressure systems on timber lorries which can play an important role in
limiting potential damage to forest and public roads.

The Department has a Felling Licence system to ensure that felling is regulated and
forests are replanted.

Please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve Goal II (maximum of 100
words per challenge, please)
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Challenge 1

Challenges with concrete buildings versus wood buildings, fire safety associated with
wood buildings and the culture in Ireland associated with concrete buildings.
Challenge 2

Encourage greater participation in the Forestry for Fibre Scheme.
Challenge 3

Increase supply of forest-based biomass to bridge expected supply gap by 2020 and
beyond
Challenge 4

Assessing the contribution of forests to the green economy.
Challenge 5

Goal III. Forest management in Europe is being adapted to changes in
climate, forests are healthy and resilient to natural hazards and
protected against human-induced threats such as forest fires, and the
productive and protective functions of forests are maintained
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken towards achieving Goal III
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

The Afforestion Programme facilitates species diversification. 12 different
afforestation categories in programme which also includes measures on Woodland
Improvement, Continuous Cover Foresty and Deer Fencing scheme to protect forests.

Collaboration with the Meterological Service, the National Parks and Wildlife Service
and Local Authorities to monitor and advise on fire risks.

The Forest Service is responsible for implementing the forestry aspects of the EU Plant
Health Directive. Legislation and regulatory controls are in place in relation to the
movement of wood, wood products, wood packaging material and forest plants into
the EU to prevent the entry of exotic pests and diseases.

Ireland has relatively good forest health status. Our island status, the relative newness
of the forest estate and the enforcement of plant health regulations have enabled the
island of Ireland to remain relatively free of many of the major European forest
diseases and pests. Measures to protect forests such as forest pathology, bait logs and
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phermone traps to deal with forest pests and inspections at border posts to address
the possible importation of pests in wood products are in place.
Action /
Measure 5

Reconstitution scheme introduced to deal with forests affected with Ash Dieback
(Chalara).

Please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve Goal III (maximum of 100
words per challenge, please)
Challenge 1

Ongoing monitoring of forests affected by diseases and insects.
Challenge 2

Ongoing monitoring of bait log and phermone traps.
Challenge 3

Prevent the introduction of forest pests into the country though ongoing enforcement
actions at Border Inspection Posts.
Challenge 4

Building resilience in our existing forests through diversification of species and
management practices.
Challenge 5

Goal IV. The potential of European forests to mitigate climate change,
through carbon sequestration in trees and soils, carbon storage in forest
products and substitution of non-renewable materials and energy
sources, is utilised to minimise Europe’s ecological footprint without
harming the global carbon balance
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken towards achieving Goal IV
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

One of the principal objectives of the Forestry programme 2014-2020 is to encourage
greater afforestation in order to increase carbon sequestration in the national forest
estate. The updated national forestry legislation ensures that regulatory powers are
provided to minimise the occurrence of deforestation and protect the estate.

The National Forestry Inventory carried out in 2017 established the total forestry
estate at 770,000 hectares or 11% of land cover which is a significant increase since
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the foundation of the State when forestry stood at 1% of land cover. The NFI is an
integral part in assessing carbon stocks in the national forest estate,
Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

Action /
Measure 5

A pilot scheme, including the development of a certification template, to encourage
SFM certification amongst private landowners has been completed. In addition, online
tools and other knowledge transfer initiatives have been developed to support felling
decisions by private owners and to encourage them to engage in good forest
management practices.

Climate change mitigation also occurs when forest-based biomass replaces fossil fuels
for heating or power generation. This helps to reduce the dependence on imported
fossil fuels. The new Forestry for Fibre scheme allows landowners to plant fast growing
species for fuel supply into local heating markets and for CHP and other energy uses.
Support for thinning and forest road building will also help mobilise forest-based
biomass for heat and power uses.

The use of wood for energy purposes plays an important role in substituting fossil
fuels and will play an important role in decarbonising the Irish economy. In this
context, forest based biomass will be central to the success of the “Sustainable
Support for Renewable Heat” scheme which was launched recently by Department of
Communications, Climate Action & Environment and Sustainable Energy Authority of
Ireland. This initiative is considered key to increasing the level of renewable energy
production in Ireland.

Please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve Goal IV (maximum of 100
words per challenge, please)
Challenge 1

Address the reluctance of farmers to engage in forestry due to cultural, psychological
and knowledge barriers and financial outcomes.
Challenge 2

Achieving the balance between climate mitigation and the sustainable use of natural
resources including the protection of biodiversity. Increasing the level of storage of
carbon while achieving a balanced yield from the forest
Challenge 3

Increase supply of forest-based biomass to bridge expected supply gap by 2020 and
beyond.
Challenge 4

Supporting the adaptation of forests to a changing climate and related knowledge to
forest owners and managers.
Challenge 5
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Goal V. The loss of forest biodiversity in Europe is halted and degraded
forests are restored or rehabilitated
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken towards achieving Goal V
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

Action /
Measure 5

The Native Woodland Establishment and the Native Woodland Conservation Schemes
continue to be actively promoted.

A Deer Fencing and tree shelter measure has been introduced to protect forests from
predation by deer. A Continuous Cover Forestry measure has been introduced and the
Woodland Improvement Scheme has been extended. The level of native broadleaves
in ALL afforestation applications has been increased from 10% to 15%. A pilot project
has been established to monitor deer predation and actions to address issue.

A Woodland Environmental Fund was established in 2018 to encourage corporate
sponsorship of native woodlands as part of their Corporate Social Responsibility
policies. The objective is to facilitate the planting of more native woodlands in light of
their proven environmental benefits. It offers an opportunity for businesses to partner
with Government and private landowners in creating these diverse woodland habitats.
With some native species such as oak growing for over 100 years these forests will
become a long lasting feature of the landscape adding colour and diversity to an area
that can be enjoyed by all.

A Reconstitution Scheme was introduced to restore woodlands affected by the Ash
dieback disease which was extended to cover forests affected by recent storms. This
scheme was opened to public consultation with submissions received from
stakeholders in various disciplines.

Seed Stand Scheme - This scheme aims to support the conservation and development
of Ireland’s forest genetic resource including Ireland’s ancient (native) woodlands. The
scheme prodives funding for both seed stands and seed orchards. The primary
objective of the scheme is to: • Increase the resilience, productivity and quality of Irish
forests; • Increase self sufficiency in tree seed production; • Provide for in-situ and exsitu conservation of forest genetic resources; • Provide breeding populations of
designated broadleaf species (e.g., birch, oak, sycamore, sweet chestnut). • Provide
breeding populations of designated conifers species (e.g., Scots pine, Douglas fir).

Please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve Goal V (maximum of 100
words per challenge, please)
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Challenge 1

Sitka Spruce is the primary commercial crop in Ireland resulting in greater opposition
to the Forestry programme. We need to continue to promote greater species
diversification.
Challenge 2

Need to address predation by deer on native woodlands.
Challenge 3

Ongoing monitoring of forest diseases and insects - Pathology Services
Challenge 4

Enhance the environmental and social benefits of new and existing forests
Challenge 5

Goal VI. The role of forests in combating the progress of desertification
is strengthened
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken towards achieving Goal VI
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Not applicable in Ireland

Action /
Measure 2
Action /
Measure 3
Action /
Measure 4
Action /
Measure 5
Please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve Goal VI (maximum of 100
words per challenge, please)
Challenge 1

Challenge 2

Challenge 3
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Challenge 4

Challenge 5

Goal VII. Socioeconomic and cultural benefits, especially for livelihoods,
rural development and employment from European forests are
optimised
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken towards achieving Goal VII
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

Action /
Measure 5

The Department continues to fund a promotional campaign on afforestation to
achieve the targets in the Forestry Programme. The forest industry in Ireland is worth
€2.3bn to the economy. Up to 89% of the panel board output and 60% of sawmill
output is exported each year. Over 12,000 people are employed in the forest industry,
mainly in rural areas. The programme aims to increase afforestation by 44,000
hectares over the duration of the programme.
The Forestry Programme is designed to impact positively on employment, rural
communities and to provide a range of environmental benefits; including climate
change mitigation and adaptation. Rural communities benefit from the economic
activity generated during the various stages of the forest rotation, from the nurseries
that grow the planting material through to establishment, thinning, forest road
construction, clearfell, timber haulage and finally reforestation.
The Department is actively promoting Neighbourwoods to create "close to home"
woodland amenities in partnership with local communities for people to use and
enjoy. These woodlands are located near villages, towns and cities. It is estimated that
up to 18 million visitors to Irish forests each year.
A national forestry knowledge transfer scheme which aims to improve the forest
management skills of private forest owners has been introduced following the
completion of a successful pilot project. The Department has also funded a pilot
project to encourage forest certification amongst private forest owners.
Sustainable management of all forests ensures multiple forest functions such as
recreation and enhances lasting provision of goods and services to rural development.
The approval process also includes environmental, ecological and archaeological
assessments on afforestation applications which are open to public review,
consultation and an appeal process.

Please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve Goal VII (maximum of 100
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words per challenge, please)
Challenge 1

Continue to address barriers to mobilisation - building forest roads, certification of
private forests.
Challenge 2

Promoting the positive role that forests play in peoples lives and the wider economy.
Challenge 3

Brexit may have an impact on Irish timber exports to the UK.
Challenge 4

Promote the greater use of wood products in house building.
Challenge 5

Goal VIII. Illegal logging and associated trade in wood and other forest
products are eliminated in Europe;
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken towards achieving Goal VIII
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

Action /
Measure 5

A new Forestry Act for Ireland was introduced in 2014 and enabled in May 2017. This
ensures that all tree felling in Ireland is regulated through a licencing system by the
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

The Department introduced a new policy document on felling in 2017 titled, Felling
and Reforestation Policy. This document sets out the requirements in relation to
deforestation, tree felling licence process including a replanting obligation.

EUTR - The Department collaborates with other EU Member States including via the
FLEGT/EUTR Expert Group.

The EU Timber Regulation obliges those first placing timber and/or timber products on
the market to, through the application of a Due Diligence System, ensure negligible
risk of that timber having been illegally harvested

The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, as Competent Authority,
enforces the EU Timber Regulation in Ireland. and implements verification procedures
in relation to timber and timber products requiring FLEGT licences.
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Please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve Goal VIII (maximum of
100 words per challenge, please)
Challenge 1

Ensuring compliance with the Forestry Act 2014
Challenge 2

Ensuring compliance with the EU Timber Regulation
Challenge 3

Challenge 4

Challenge 5

European 2020 Targets for Forests
During the FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference held in 2011 in Oslo, Norway, ministers
responsible for forests in Europe adopted also nine “European 2020 Targets for Forests”. These
targets are supposed to be achieved by 2020 and the below questions focus on information related
to the extent of achievement.

Target I. All European countries have developed and are implementing
national forest programmes, or its equivalent, in line with the shared
vision and goals and the pan-European approach to national forest
programmes
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken to achieve Target I (maximum
of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be referenced as
Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

The Forestry Programme 2014-2020 - Ireland, which is fully funded by the Irish
Government has been implemented. The programme contains 12 different grant
and premium categories ( GPCs ) which are available for landowners to choose from
which depend on site and environmental conditions. Support is also available for the
construction of forest roads, tending of broadleaf forests, knowledge transfer, etc.

Legislation has been introduced to protect Irish Forests with the introduction of the
Forestry Act 2014.

Action /
Measure 3
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The Department has introduced a number of policy documents to ensure an
environmentally sensitive and sustainable forestry programme which include the
Environmental requirements for afforestation, Land types for afforestation, the
Forestry Standards manual, Woodlands for Water to create native woodlands to
protect and enhance Irelands waters, and Forests and Water to achieve our
objectives under Irelands River Basin Management Plan 2018-2021.
Action /
Measure 4

Action /
Measure 5

The Department has established working groups with stakeholders in the public and
private sectors to promote the development of sustainable forestry.

The Department has introduced an independent consultation and appeals process
which enables any person to partake in the government decision making process.

Do you consider the target to be achieved at national level?
Target fully achieved
On track to achieve target (we expect to achieve the target by 2020)
Progress to achieve target (but we do not expect to achieve the target by 2020
No progress
If not fully achieved, please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve
Target I (maximum of 100 words per challenge, please).
Challenge 1

Need to continue to address market failure in relation to afforestation.
Challenge 2

Need to continually promote the positive role that forests play in peoples lives and
the wider economy.
Challenge 3

Need to continue to improve species diversity, especially on native broadleaves.
Challenge 4

Challenge 5

Target II. In addressing emerging issues forest knowledge is improved
through research, education, innovation, information sharing and
communication
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken to achieve Target II (maximum
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of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be referenced as
Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4
Action /
Measure 5

The Department has successfully introduced a national Forestry Knowledge Transfer
Scheme to provide a learning mechanism for private forest owners to manage their
forests. The Department has provided funding to promote the continuous
professional development of foresters.

The Department has funded a pilot project for private forest owners to achieve
Certification of their forests.

The Department is working with Teagasc, the national agriculture training and
research body, to promote afforestation, provide an advisory service and training
operations for private forest owners.

Funding Programme of Competitive Forestry Research for Development

The Department is working with stakeholders such as the Woodands of Ireland to
promote native woodlands, a national promotional campaign with Teagasc ( national
agriculture research and training body), statutory consultees such as the EPA, Inland
Waterways and An Taisce on the impact of forestry on water quality, the environment
and biodiversity.

Do you consider the target to be achieved at national level?
Target fully achieved
On track to achieve target (we expect to achieve the target by 2020)
Progress to achieve target (but we do not expect to achieve the target by 2020
No progress
If not fully achieved, please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve
Target II (maximum of 100 words per challenge, please).
Challenge 1

Need to provide additional funding post 2020 to extend the forestry knowledge
transfer scheme to the 22,000 private forestry owners in Ireland.
Challenge 2

Need to encourage the timber industry and private forestry owners to participate in
the certification of private forests.
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Challenge 3

Challenge 4

Challenge 5

Target III. In response to political objectives on the use of renewable
raw material and energy in Europe, the supply of wood and other forest
products from sustainably managed forests has increased substantially
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken to achieve Target III
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

The National Forest Inventory in 2017 found that the total growing stock volume of
Irish forests is estimated to be over 116 million m³, an increase of over 19 million m³
on 2012. The private forests share of the total growing stock volume has increased
from 38% in 2012 to 44% in 2017. The total growing stock volume consists mostly of
spruce and pine species however there is a significant quantity of growing stock
present in older broadleaf forests.

The afforestation scheme aims to contribute towards climate change mitigation; to
produce commercial timber; to provide a sustainable source of roundwood for wood
product manufacture; to provide biomass for energy production; to provide
sustainable jobs in the rural economy; to increase the area of native woodland and
purpose-designed recreational and amenity forests; to improve water quality through
the planting of protection woodland; and to increase woodland biodiversity.

Ireland’s forest bioeconomy is thriving and the sector has the ambition and drive to
grow further in the decades ahead. The gross output of the sector is set to double by
2035 against a backdrop of increasing carbon constraint and this creates a tremendous
opportunity. Ireland’s forest sector is ideally positioned to become one of Ireland’s
leading long-term sustainable industries.

This Department is represented on an Inter Agency working group on the bioeconomy
with the objective of developing measures to deliver a Government action plan for a
new economic model focused on two principal pillars: low carbon growth and
resource efficiency which are contained in Project Ireland 2040 - the National Planning
Framework, which also highlights the potential of the bioeconomy in promoting more
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efficient use of renewable resources while supporting economic development and
employment in rural Ireland.
Action /
Measure 5
Do you consider the target to be achieved at national level?
Target fully achieved
On track to achieve target (we expect to achieve the target by 2020)
Progress to achieve target (but we do not expect to achieve the target by 2020
No progress
If not fully achieved, please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve
Target III (maximum of 100 words per challenge, please).
Challenge 1

Mobilsation of timber from the private forest estate.
Challenge 2

Increased uptake in the Forestry for Fibre scheme.
Challenge 3

Continued introduction of the Heat Incentive Scheme by the Department of
Communications, Climate Action and Environement.
Challenge 4

Challenge 5

Target IV. The full value of forest ecosystem services across Europe is
being estimated with a view to using common valuation approaches,
and that values are increasingly reflected in relevant national policies
and market-based instruments such as payments for ecosystem services
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken to achieve Target IV
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

In 2018, the Department introduced a Forestry Environmental Fund targeted at
private companies to sponsor the establishment of native woodlands as part of their
corporate social responsibility policies. Payments from participating companies will be
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in addition to premiums paid by the Department. Representatives from the
Department have met with interested companies at Nature Capital events. No
definitive commitments at this stage.
Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

Action /
Measure 5

The Department has introduced Native Woodland Establishment and Native
Woodland Conservation schemes to encourage the planting of native broadleaves and
promote biodiversity. It has also introduced Continuous Cover Forestry and an
improved Woodland Improvement Scheme. These schemes are funded by the
Government.

The Department is working with stakeholders to protect water and habitat ecosystems
by promoting environmentally sensitive woodlands.

The Department has launched a public consultation process with stakeholders on
Forestry and the Freshwater Pearl mussel.

The Department is working with the Department of Arts, Heritage and Rural
Development and the National Parks and Wildlife Service on a threat response plan for
the Hen Harrier.

Do you consider the target to be achieved at national level?
Target fully achieved
On track to achieve target (we expect to achieve the target by 2020)
Progress to achieve target (but we do not expect to achieve the target by 2020
No progress
If not fully achieved, please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve
Target IV (maximum of 100 words per challenge, please).
Challenge 1

The Forestry Environmental Fund was only launched in late 2018. Promotional
activities continue at this early stage of the project.
Challenge 2

Assessing the value of ecosystem services.
Challenge 3

Challenge 4
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Challenge 5

Target V. All European countries include strategies for forests and
climate change adaptation and mitigation in national forest
programmes or equivalents and all other relevant national strategies
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken to achieve Target V (maximum
of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be referenced as
Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Ireland has developed and published a National Mitigation Plan that covers a range of
sectors including the Agriculture and Forest Sector

The Department of Communications, Climate Action & Environment have published a
National Adaptation Framework (2017) and Sectoral Planning Guidelines for Climate
Change Adaptation (2018). A non-statutory plan for the agriculture and forest sector
was published in 2017 which included a number of planning options. A statutory plan
is required to be published around September 2019 and this is currently being drafted.

The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine has developed online climate
change adaptation tools and published information for forest owners and managers.

Action /
Measure 4
Action /
Measure 5

Do you consider the target to be achieved at national level?
Target fully achieved
On track to achieve target (we expect to achieve the target by 2020)
Progress to achieve target (but we do not expect to achieve the target by 2020
No progress
If not fully achieved, please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve
Target V (maximum of 100 words per challenge, please).
Challenge 1

Continue consultation process with other Departments and NGO stakeholders.
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Challenge 2

Challenge 3

Challenge 4

Challenge 5

Target VI. The rate of loss of forest biodiversity at habitat level is at
least halved and where feasible brought close to zero, and measures are
taken to significantly reduce forest fragmentation and degradation and
to restore degraded forests
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken to achieve Target VI
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

All activities that are licenced by this Department have robust procedures are in place
to ensure that activities being proposed do not negatively impact on biodiversity, e.g.
appropriate assessment screening, environmental requirements.

The Environmental Requirements for Afforestation policy document was published in
2016 sets out the actions to ensure that the areas being afforested do not negatively
impact on the environment and biodiversity. The Department has strict policies in
place for land that is considered appropriate for afforestation. The Land Types for
Afforestation document was published in October 2017.

The Department is working with stakeholders to develop policies and plans including a
public consultation process on the Threat Response plan for Hen Harriers and the
Fresh Water Pearl Mussel.

One of the measures implemented by the Department is the Native Woodland
Conservation to restore old or degraded woodlands.

Action /
Measure 5
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Forest fragmentation is not an issue due to the robust policies implemented by the
Department to limit deforestation as set out in the Forest Felling and Reforestation
document.
Do you consider the target to be achieved at national level?
Target fully achieved
On track to achieve target (we expect to achieve the target by 2020)
Progress to achieve target (but we do not expect to achieve the target by 2020
No progress
If not fully achieved, please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve
Target VI (maximum of 100 words per challenge, please).
Challenge 1

Increase species diversity particularly for native broadleaves.
Challenge 2

Increase the uptake in the Native Woodland Conservation Scheme.
Challenge 3

Challenge 4

Challenge 5

Target VII. The role of forests in combating desertification is fully
recognised and forests are also managed to that end
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken to achieve Target VII
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Not relevent as does not apply in Ireland

Action /
Measure 2
Action /
Measure 3
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Action /
Measure 4
Action /
Measure 5
Do you consider the target to be achieved at national level?
Target fully achieved
On track to achieve target (we expect to achieve the target by 2020)
Progress to achieve target (but we do not expect to achieve the target by 2020
No progress
If not fully achieved, please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve
Target VII (maximum of 100 words per challenge, please).
Challenge 1

Challenge 2

Challenge 3

Challenge 4

Challenge 5

Target VIII. All European countries have policies and measures which
ensure a significant increase in socio-economic and cultural benefits,
especially for human health, livelihoods, rural development and
employment from forests
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken to achieve Target VIII
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

A number of measures have been introduced in the forestry programme to improve
the socio-economic and cultural benefits from forests, for example, Neighbourwood
scheme was introduced to promote the development of local parks close to villages,
towns and cities to provide open woodlands for local communities.
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Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

The Department continues to fund a promotional campaign on afforestation to
achieve the targets in the Forestry Programme. The forest industry in Ireland is worth
€2.3bn to the economy. Up to 89% of the panel board output and 60% of sawmill
output is exported each year. Over 12,000 people are employed in the forest industry,
mainly in rural areas.

A new Forestry Act for Ireland was introduced in 2014 and enabled in May 2017. This
Act introdued a requirement for public consulation and an appeals process for forestry
licencing activities.

Woodland Environmental Fund scheme introduced in 2018 to encourage large private
sector companies to invest in the planting of native broadleaves as part of a Corporate
Social Responsiblility project.

Action /
Measure 5
Do you consider the target to be achieved at national level?
Target fully achieved
On track to achieve target (we expect to achieve the target by 2020)
Progress to achieve target (but we do not expect to achieve the target by 2020
No progress
If not fully achieved, please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve
Target VIII (maximum of 100 words per challenge, please).
Challenge 1

Falling afforestation rates.
Challenge 2

Need to continually promote the positive role that forests play in peoples lives and
the wider economy.
Challenge 3

Challenge 4

Challenge 5
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Target IX. Effective measures are taken at regional, sub-regional and
national levels to eliminate illegal logging and associated trade
Please describe a maximum of five major actions and measures taken to achieve Target IX
(maximum of 100 words per action, please). Please indicate, if an action or measure could be
referenced as Best Practice Example.
Action /
Measure 1

Action /
Measure 2

Action /
Measure 3

Action /
Measure 4

A new Forestry Act for Ireland was introduced in 2014 and enabled in May 2017. This
ensures that all tree felling in Ireland is regulated through a licencing system by the
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

EUTR - The Department collaborates with other EU Member States including via the
FLEGT/EUTR Expert Group.

The EU Timber Regulation obliges those first placing timber and/or timber products on
the market to, through the application of a Due Diligence System, ensure negligible
risk of that timber having been illegally harvested.

The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, as Competent Authority,
enforces the EU Timber Regulation in Ireland. and implements verification procedures
in relation to timber and timber products requiring FLEGT licences.

Action /
Measure 5
Do you consider the target to be achieved at national level?
Target fully achieved
On track to achieve target (we expect to achieve the target by 2020)
Progress to achieve target (but we do not expect to achieve the target by 2020
No progress
If not fully achieved, please describe a maximum of five major remaining challenges to achieve
Target IX (maximum of 100 words per challenge, please).
Challenge 1

Need to continously monitor tree felling that may occur outside of licencing system.
Challenge 2

Ensure that areas felled are replanted.
Challenge 3
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Challenge 4

Challenge 5
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Part 2: Reporting on the pan‐European Qualitative Indicators
Reporting on pan-European Qualitative Indicators consists of five overall forest policy and
governance indicators (Indicators 1-5) and indicators for policies, institutions and instruments related
to 6 criteria for SFM (Indicators C1-6).
Please see Annex 1 for “Terms and Definitions”.
For reporting, please note the following:
1. All requests for responses are limited to approximately 100 words or 650 letters (including
blank spaces) automatically in order to keep the analytical efforts within reasonable bounds.
If you wish to provide more detail, please do so in a separate message.
2. Significant changes since 2014 will be analysed systematically. If no information is provided,
that will be interpreted as “no significant change”.
3. Please provide further information on the measures taken, as deemed relevant, e.g. major
partners in implementation, period, and budget involved experiences made (lessons learned,
obstacles encountered and solutions).
4. Please provide the latest information available unless otherwise specified.
5. Please specify reference documents as follows: - Author or institution. Year of publication (if
published). Title. Reference Number. Publisher, Link;
6. In terms of indicators C1-C6, please report only these changes in policies, institutions and
instruments that are related specifically to the individual criteria, the overall status and
changes related to the SFM should be reported under indicators 1-5.

2A: Forest Policy and Governance
The five overall Forest policy and governance indicators cover the overall policy approaches, institutions and instruments for
implementation and communication of SFM:

1. National Forest Programmes (NFPs) or equivalent;
2. Institutional frameworks;
3. Legal/regulatory framework: National (and/or sub-national) and international
commitments;
4. Financial and economic instruments;
5. Information and communication.

1. National forest programmes (NFP) or equivalent
NFP or equivalent process/documents for forest related dialogue, policy development
& implementation
Existence of NFP or
equivalent process

Yes, at national level
Yes, at subnational level
No
Under elaboration
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Ministry responsible for forestry
Main formal decision
making body of the
process

Significant changes
related to the NFP or
equivalent process since
2014

Key lessons learned on
the NFP process or
similar

Body with members other than Ministry responsible for forestry
Other. Please specify:

Yes

If yes, please describe the reason/s for and type
of changes [max.100 words]:

No

Please specify [max. 100 words], particularly on the NPF
principles related to NFP as iterative process, stakeholder
participation and approaches to inter-sectoral coordination and
collaboration:

The Department has learned from past experience about the importance
of engaging with stakeholders at an early stage including national
agencies such as the EPA, National Parks and Wildlife Service, other
government Departments, the environmental and forestry sectors in an
effort to promote SFM, address biodiversity and environmental
conditions, improve forestry management through peer to peer learning,
encourage certification of private forests and fund forestry research
development.
Name:

Forestry Programme 2014-2020 - Ireland
Main forest policy
document other than law
(such as national forest
programme, forest policy
statement, strategy or
other)

Internet link:

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/forestservice/forestryprogramm
es2014-2020/
Starting year:

2014/2015 planting season
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Inclusion of FOREST
EUROPE (FE)
instruments in the
main forest policy
document

Yes explicit Partially
o

FE definition of SFM

o

FE criteria and indicators for
SFM

o

FE guidelines for NFPs

o

FE Classification of Protected
and Protective Forests and
Other Wooded Land

o

FE Pan-European
Operational Level
Guidelines for Sustainable
Forest Management.

o

FE Pan-European
Guidelines for Afforestation
and Reforestation

No

Periodically, pre-specified in the main forest policy document
Irregularly conducted
Not specified
Other:
Evaluation of the
implementation of NFP or
similar process

A mid-term review of the forestry programme was conducted in
2017 which resulted in increased premiums and grants to
encourage the planting of native broadleaves. Other measures
have been introduced to improve the management skills of
private forestry owners and encourage participation in
certification projects.

Binding status of the main
(other than law) forest
policy document

Compulsory
Recommendatory

Allocation of financial
resources for the
implementation of NFP or
equivalent document /
process)

Significant changes
related to the main forest
policy document during
last five years

Bulk allocation
Goal-specified allocation
Relying on external resources
Not specified, not planned
Other:

Yes

If yes, please describe the reason/s for and
type of changes [max.100 words]

No
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The Department has introduced a number of documents since the
introduction of the forestry programme to ensure an environmentally
and sustainable development of the forestry sector in Ireland including,
Environmental Requirements for Afforestation, Land Types for
Afforeation and Felling and Reforestation Policy.
Existence of other overall
policy instruments/
documents from the sector
or other sectors that
explicitly encourage SFM
or address key forest
policy issues

Yes
No
Title:

Forests, Products and People - Irelands Forestry Policy - A
Renewed Vision
Internet links:

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/fores
tpolicyreviewforestsproductsandpeople/00487 Forestry Review
- web 22.7.14.pdf
Reporting notes
“Formal NFP process” means a process which is formally and explicitly acknowledged and referred to
as an “NFP process” acc. Vienna Resolution 1
(http://foresteurope.org/docs/MC/MC_vienna_resolutionV1.pdf).
1

2. Institutional frameworks

Please specify the type of forestrelated institutional arrangements
according to their responsibility

Part of
ministry

Sub-national
ministries or
similar bodies

- forest policy administration
- legislative supervision & enforcement
- support to private forest management
- management of public forests
- forest management planning
- forest inventory
- research (Target 2)
Other. Please specify:
Government
bodies and public
organizations

COILLTE is a commerical semi State
organisation responsible for managing
440,000 hectares of public forests in
Ireland. However, as a commercial
organisation, they are not entitled to
any state funding. The National Parks
and Wildlife Service which is under the
agesis of Department of Arts, Heritage,
Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs
are responsible for the 6 National parks
in Ireland. Public forests are managed
to the highest standards and are
certified.
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Other bodies.
Please specify
below

Comments [max. 100 words]

The Forest Service is part of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and
as such is responsible for overall policy formulation, legislative functions and
implementation of the Forestry Programme 2014-2020. The Forest Service
Inspectorate ensure compliance with legislative and policy requirements.
2017;
Full
time
equival
ent

Name or group/type1:

Forest Service - a Division of the Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine
Total

121
3

...of which forest administration

121
Forest-related
staff2 Resources
and capacity of
government
bodies and public
organizations
related to forests
(Goals 7, Target
8)

...of which management of public forests
…of which public forest research, education and training institutions
and other specialized agencies
… of which other permanent or temporary workers

Comments [max. 100 words]

121 staff including 79 admin staff and 42 Forestry Inspectors who oversee all
forestry related activity in the country. The managment of public forests is
carried out by Coillte, a commercial semi state organisation and by the
National Parks and Wildlife Service. However, all regulatory activity on public
land is overseen by the Forest Service. The Department also funds a number
of research projects and has a COFORD Council of industry stakeholders
which provide advice on the development of the forestry sector in Ireland.
Significant
changes in the
institutional
framework, public
and private,
during last 5
years

Yes

No

If yes, please describe and incl. reason/s for the changes [max. 100 words]

Forest-related research (Target 2)
Policies, objectives
and
measures/actions
taken in:

Please explain [max. 100 words] and provide reference documents where
relevant.

The Department funded a number of reports through COFORD (DAFM) which include:
1. Species Mixtures in Irish Forests 2. Growing the Irish Forest Economy 3. Land
Availability for Afforestation 4. Growing the Irish Forest Bioeconomy 5. Wood Supply
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and Demand on the Island of Ireland to 2025 6. Woodflow and forest-based biomass
energy use on the island of Ireland
Forest-related training and education (Target 2)
Please explain [max. 100 words] and provide reference documents where
relevant.

The Department uses the services of TEAGASC, a national agricultural training and
advisory service, to promote and advise landowners on forestry activities. We have
also introduced a national Forestry Knowledge Transfer scheme to provide additional
forestry management experience for private forest owners using the expertise of
forestry consultants. The Department also funds Continuous Professional Development
for Forestry workers through the Society of Irish Foresters.
Forest-related capacity building in other institutional framework
Please explain [max. 100 words] and provide reference documents where
relevant.

Comments [max. 100 words]

Reporting notes
1.

Please provide aggregated figures for each group/type of organizations, including all levels of government.
Publicly owned business entities should be excluded. Where it is impossible or inappropriate to separate the
activities of publicly owned business entities from other public sector activities in forest sector, this should be
noted and staff of the entities should be included in the table. Please specify in the space left for comments which
institutions are included (or not) in the figures you provide.

2.

Forest-related staff in public organizations includes human resources within public forest institutions at
subnational level. This refers to professionals as well as administrative staff.

3.

"Forest administration" includes the first three sub-categories mentioned in the previous part of the table, i.e. forest
policy administration, legislative supervision & enforcement, and support to private forest management.
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Proportion of forest and other wooded land under a management plan or
equivalent instrument
Forest-related
management document

Yes






Forest area under
document

Use of document
in the country
No

Other wooded land area
under document

Ha

%

Ha

545,097

71

na

0

0

na

0

0

na

%

Management plan

Equivalent of
management plan
Other forest-related
type of management
document/instrument
at operational level

Are forest management plans an obligatory instrument?

Yes

No

Are the forest-related management plans / equivalents / other types of
management documents registered with official body?

Yes

No

Are the measures of forest management plans compulsory?

Yes

Partially

No

Do forest management plans regulate:

Yes

Partially

No

Volume of harvest
Regeneration systems
Reforestation species composition
Tending and other silvicultural operations
Deadwood volume
Comments:

The area estimate provided above is in line with that submitted for FRA 2020. The entire public forest
estate has a formal management plan in place. It is estimated that approx 50% of the private grant aided
estate has a management plan in place. While management plans are not required by law, as part of
government supports for afforestation, a forest management plan is required at year 4 and 10 for conifer
plantations >10ha and broadleaf plantations greater than 5ha. The area of non-grant aided private forests
has been estimated at 17%.
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Proportion of forest and other wooded land under third party certification
schemes
Certification
scheme

Use of
scheme in
the country
Yes







Forest
Stewardship
Council
certification
(FSC)
scheme
Programme
for the
Endorsement
of Forest
certification
(PEFC)
Other
international
forest
management
certification



Other country
specific
management
certification



Overlapping
of certification
schemes

No

Forest area under scheme

Ha

440,346.12

439,610.77

%

Other wooded land
area under scheme
Ha

%

57.2%

57%

Comments:

The figures for FSC and PEFC have been repeated as COILLTE, which manage public forests in Ireland
have 439,610.77 hectares which is certified by both FSC and PEFC. 735.35 hectares owned by private
forestry owners were certified by FSC in 2018 following a pilot certification project.
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3. Legal/regulatory frameworks and international commitments
Legal/regulatory frameworks
General
characteristics of
legal/regulatory
framework – formal
authority on main
forest matters is laid
down

in constitution
in legislation enacted by
parliament
in administrative decrees /
regulations
other:

Main forest and SFM
related
legal/regulatory act
with national scope
(e.g. Forest law, act,
code or similar
document)

Name and reference to legal
document:

at national level
at sub-national level
other:

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/medi
a/migration/forestry/forestrythelaw
/ForestryAct2014240517.pdf

Date of enactment:

May 2017
Date of latest amendment:

May 2017
Significant changes
in the
legal/regulatory
framework during
last 5 years

Yes
No
If yes, please describe and incl. reason/s for the changes [max. 100
words]

Public Consultation and Appeals process introduced and forestry
applications published on website which allows for local interventions by
members of the public in the approval process.

International commitments
Are the following
FOREST EUROPE
FOREST EUROPE Definition of SFM
instruments explicitly
FOREST EUROPE C&I for SFM
referred to in the
Other: please specify
legal/regulatory act?

Fully

Partially
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No

Main international
commitments related to
forests signed by the
country

Yes

No

CBD
AICHI
UNCCD
UNFCCC
Kyoto Protocol
Paris Agreement
Alpine Convention
Carpathian convention
Other: Please specify

Significant initiatives
undertaken during last
5 years in
implementation of
international
commitments related
to forests signed by
your country

Comments

Yes
No
If yes, please describe and incl. reason/s for the changes [max. 100
words]

The Forest Reference Level (FRL) and National Forest Accounting Plan
(NFAP) have been prepared and submitted to the EU. The FRL represents
an estimate of the average annual net emissions and removals resulting
from managed forest land (managed forests not categorised as
afforested land) within the territory of a Member State in the periods
from 2021 to 2025 based on the continuation of sustainable forest
management practice, as documented in the period from 2000 to 2009
with regard to dynamic age-related forest characteristics, using the best
available data.
Please explain [max. 100 words] and provide reference documents
where relevant.

4. FINANCIAL AND ECONOMIC INSTRUMENTS
Main characteristics of
economic policy related
to forests

Please specify objectives of main measures taken to address economic
aspects of publicly owned forests
[max. 100 words]

Public owned forests are managed by Coillte, a commerical State owned
company with the responsibility of developing and maintaining forests,
implementing Government Policy in key areas such as renewables,
infrastructure, industrial development and tourism, all of which lead to
significant job creation in rural locations. All forestry regulations and
guidelines also apply to publically owned forests.
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Please specify objectives of main measures taken to address economic
aspects of privately owned forests or other
[max. 100 words]

The Forestry Programme 2014-2020 with a budget of €0.5bn over the
duration of the programme has 12 principal measures to promote
afforestation, mobilise timber for private forest owners, maintain and
redevelop native woodlands, promote diversity and SFM in Irish forests,
provide learning and training mechanims for private forest owners and CPD
for foresters.
Significant changes in
economic policy related
to forests (public and
private) during the last
five years

Comments

State/federal forests
management

Yes
No
If yes, please describe and incl. reason/s for the changes [max. 100 words]

Please explain [max. 100 words] and provide reference documents where
relevant.

Please specify financial arrangements related to state-owned forests and
their management
Profit-making or financially self-sufficient forest management
Additional financial support from a state budget to forest
management
Other. Please specify:

The state forestry company, Coillte, own 7% of Ireland’s land. Over
the last 30 years, they have developed the estate and businesses
while being firmly focused on maximising the financial and social
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Comments

Please explain [max. 100 words] and provide reference documents where
relevant.

Please specify the use of financial instruments for private forests and their
management. For the EU Member States, please specify separately
expenditure connected to the EU Rural Development Programme Funds.
Grants/subsidies, Please specify:

There are twelve Afforestion Grant and Premium Categories in the
Forestry Programme. Grants and premiums paid depend on the
species planted. Premiums are paid over 15 years. Other measures
include a Woodland Improvement Scheme which includes thinning
and CCF, additional grants for deer fencing to protect woodlands
from deer, and a Neighbourwood Scheme to establish woodlands
near villages and towns for the recreational and social use by local
communities. Funding for the forestry sector is fully funded by the
Irish Government to encourage private landowers to plant trees.
Government
financial
instruments applied
to private forest
management

of which RDPF. Please specify:

Loans. Please specify:

Tax measures. Please specify:

Profits or gains from the occupation of woodland in the State
which is managed on a commercial basis and with a view to a
profit are exempt from Income Tax and Corporation Tax (but not
Universal Social Charge and Pay Related Social Insurance) In the
case of individuals, the value of the standing timber is not taken
into account for CGT purposes. Where an individual disposes of
woodlands, capital gains tax is chargeable on the lands only and
not on the trees growing on the lands.
Other. Please specify:

The Department has also funded promotional campaigns,
Innovative tyre technology on timber trucks, a Forestry Knowledge
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Comments

Please explain [max. 100 words] and provide reference documents where
relevant.

Year:

Total (million, national
currency)

2018

Operational expenditure1

Transfer payments to private forests2

Of that private sources,
if available (million,
national currency)

€6.5
€92.8

Cost of forest administration3 (not
including the costs associated with
managing public forests):
of which…
Forest administration

€6.5

Public forest research

€0.48

Forest education and training
institutions

€1.1

Other institutions. Please specify:

Total expenditure

101
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If transfer payments
are made to private
forests, indicate for
what specific
objective(s) – Please
tick all that apply.

Comments

Reforestation
Afforestation
Forest inventory and/or planning
Conservation of forest biodiversity
Protection of soil and water
Forest stand improvement
Climate change adaptation
Establishment or maintenance of protected areas
Recreation
Other, please specify:

Please explain [max. 100 words] and provide reference documents where
relevant.

Reporting notes
Please specify the year which the data refers to in the intended box.

1. Operational expenditure includes public and private domestic or external sources of finance (personnel,
materials, operating costs) for operational forest activities (e.g. silviciltural and protective measures). It also
includes expenditure on contract or outsourced activities. It also includes the operating costs associated
with any forest sector incentive schemes.
It excludes public and private capital expenditure on investments in accordance with the national tax laws
(construction and maintenance of forest roads, buildings; investments to equipment, tools, vehicles,
machinery and technologies and other investments e.g. IT and/or intangible investments etc.). Data on
capital expenditure are included in the questionnaire on quantitative indicators (indicator 6.4).
it should exclude the expenditure of publicly owned business entities. Where it is impossible or
inappropriate to separate the activities of publicly owned business entities from other public sector activities
in forest sector, this should be noted and expenditure of the entities should be included in the table. In this
case, please specify in the space left for comments which institutions you included (or not).
It also excludes expenditure on: marketing; trade facilitation; or development projects, where forest is not
the main focus of activities.

2. Transfer payments to private forests includes all government expenditures (including external) on direct
financial incentives (grants or subsidies) paid to non-government and private-sector institutions, enterprises,
communities or individuals operating in the forest sector to implement forest related activities. It excludes tax
incentives; government loans; benefits in kind (free or subsidized materials and/or advice). It also excludes
direct financial incentives available to all individuals and enterprises not specifically related to forest related
activities (e.g. relocation grants, employment subsidies, general training grant schemes).

3. Cost of forest administration is government expenditure on public institutions solely engaged in the forest
sector. It includes all public expenditure (including external) on implementing forest policy and legislation to
the entire forest areas, mainly: expenditures for state administration bodies, support to other forest
institutions (e.g. for research, education, training, forest inventory, management plans).
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Yes, at public level
Yes, at private level
No
Are any types of
Payments for
Ecosystem Services
(PES) schemes applied
in your country?

If yes, please describe and provide reference documents where
relevant. [max. 100 words]

Note:
Types of markets for example: Public payment schemes for private land owners; Formal markets with open trading
between buyers and sellers; Self-organized private deals.

5. Information and communication
Main characteristics
of informational
means

Is forest monitoring in your country
sufficient for information and
communication needs?

Yes
Partially
No

If no, please specify:

Is there public access to forest
inventory data?

Yes
Partially (e.g. just aggregated data)
No

If yes or partially, please specify:

Results from Ireland's NFI
are freely available online:
https://www.agriculture.go
v.ie/nfi/
Does an official (governmental) forestrelated outreach and communication
strategy exist?

Yes
Partially
No

If yes, please provide reference:

Promotional plan with
TEAGASC, a national farm
advisory and training
organisation has been
implemented to promote
afforestation.
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Does a national report on the state of
sustainable forest management exist?
If yes or partially, please provide
reference/link:

Yes
Partially
No

Ireland's NFI reports on
many of the SFM indicators
Is there a national platform for
stakeholder participation in forest
policy development and/or decisionmaking?
If yes or partially, please specify:

Yes
Partially
No

There are stakeholders
from government, private
and public organisations on
the following groups:
COFORD - Forestry Policy
and Development, FPIG Forestry Programme
Implementation Group,
FPG - Forestry Promotions
Group.
Significant changes
in informational
means during last
five years

Yes
No
If yes, please describe and incl. reason/s for the changes [max. 100 words]

Most information is now shared online on the Departments website or
via social media platforms.

Significant changes in
forest related
communication during
last five years

Yes
No
If yes, please describe and include reason/s for the changes [max. 100 words]

As above

Reporting notes
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2B: Policies, institutions and instruments related to specific criteria
Part 2B requests additional information since the last reporting in 2014 on policies,
institutions and instruments for individual criteria for SFM:
C1. Maintenance and appropriate enhancement of forest resources and their contribution
to global carbon cycles;
C2. Maintenance of forest ecosystem health and vitality;
C3. Maintenance and encouragement of productive functions of forests (wood and nonwood);
C4. Maintenance, conservation and appropriate enhancement of biological diversity in
forest ecosystems;
C5. Maintenance and appropriate enhancement of the protective functions in forest
management (notably soil and water);
C6. Maintenance of other socioeconomic functions and conditions.

Criterion 1 Maintenance and appropriate enhancement of forest resources and their contribution to global carbon cycles

Have policy objectives been formulated with respect to Criterion 1?
Please describe the policy
objectives, including
quantitative targets if any
have been formulated

Please describe any
institutional measures taken
to achieve these objectives

What policy tools have been
put in place to achieve these
objectives (e.g. legal,
financial, communication)?

☒Yes ☐No

(max. 100 words, please)

The principal objective of the Forestry Programme 20142020 is to plant an additional 44,000 hectares of forestry
in Ireland which will make a significant contribution to
our carbon footprint. This includes 2,700 hectares of
Native Woodland Establishment and 1,950 hectares of
Native Woodland Conservation.
(max. 100 words, please)

We have introduced 12 afforestion grant and premium
categories covering differing tree types to encourage
afforestation. We have established two groups with
stakeholders to promote afforestation, set up a
promotional campaign with TEAGASC, a national
advisory and training organisation aimed at farmers and
landowners and ongoing research funded by DAFM to
develop future initiatives in the forstry sector.
(max. 100 words, please)

The Department assigned €105m for the Forestry
Programme for 2018. Additional policy documents have
been developed including the Environmental
Requirements for afforestation, Felling and
Reforestation Policy document, Forestry Standards
Manual and COFORDs Forests, Products and People Irelands Forestry Policy document.
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Please describe
achievements in the area of
Criterion 1 over the past five
years

What are the major
challenges in the area of
Criterion 1, and the major
obstacles to achieving the
policy objectives?

(max. 100 words, please)

Approximately 22,500 hectares have been planted to
date under the current Forestry Programme. The
National Forest Inventory (NFI) found that the national
forest estate has now reached 11% of the total land
area. The total forest area has increased from 697,842
hectares (ha) in 2006 ha to 770,020 ha in 2017. The
national forest estate is an important and expanding sink
for carbon, at 312 million tonnes. Based on the NFI data,
Ireland’s forests have removed an average of 3.8 Mt of
carbon dioxide equivalents per year from the
atmosphere over the period 2007 to 2016.
(max. 100 words, please)

Opposition to commercial forests has had a negative
impact on forestry applications. Competition with other
land uses in farming is also affecting afforestation.

Criterion 2 Maintenance of forest health and vitality

Have policy objectives been formulated with respect to Criterion 2?
Please describe the policy
objectives, including
quantitative targets if any
have been formulated

Please describe any
institutional measures taken
to achieve these objectives

What policy tools have been
put in place to achieve these
objectives (e.g. legal,
financial, communication)?

☒Yes ☐No

(max. 100 words, please)

To maintain a healthy forest environment by ensuring
good management, identifying risks and maintaining a
sustained commitment to measures to prevent the entry
and establishment of destructive forest pests and
diseases.
(max. 100 words, please)

The Reconstitution Scheme to address the Ash dieback
scheme was introduced. All activities that are licenced by
this Department have robust procedures are in place to
ensure that activities being proposed do not negatively
impact on biodiversity, e.g. appropriate assessment
screening, environmental requirements.
(max. 100 words, please)

Ongoing monitoring of the national forest estate and in
particular, on timber imports. The Environmental
Requirements for Afforestation policy document which
sets out the actions to ensure that the areas being
afforested do not negatively impact on the environment
and biodiversity was published in 2016. The Department
has strict policies in place for land that is considered
appropriate for afforestation. The Land Types for
Afforestation document was published in October 2017.
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The Department also works closely with the
Meterological Service and with Local Authorities in
relation to fire warnings during the summer or during
winter storms.
Please describe
achievements in the area of
Criterion 2 over the past five
years

What are the major
challenges in the area of
Criterion 2, and the major
obstacles to achieving the
policy objectives?

(max. 100 words, please)

The Reconstituion Scheme was successfully introduced
to deal with forests affected by the Ash dieback disease.
The National Forest Inventory in 2017 found that Irish
forests were healthy, though some showed signs of
limited damage. €2.4m was spent in 2018 for the
preventation and restoration of damage to forests.
(max. 100 words, please)

Risk of disease being introduced into the country.

Criterion 3 Maintenance and encouragement of productive functions of forests (wood and non-wood)

Have policy objectives been formulated with respect to Criterion 3?
Please describe the policy
objectives, including
quantitative targets if any
have been formulated

Please describe any
institutional measures taken
to achieve these objectives

What policy tools have been
put in place to achieve these
objectives (e.g. legal,
financial, communication)?

☒Yes ☐No

(max. 100 words, please)

To ensure that forests are managed in a manner that
enhances their contribution to the environment and
their capacity for the provision of public goods and
services.
(max. 100 words, please)

The latest National Forest Inventory was carried out in
2017. The Department also funds a forest road scheme
to facilitate the mobilisation of timber from the national
estate, funding for a pilot Certification project for private
forest owners, a national forestry knowledge transfer
scheme to promote forestry managment skills, the
setting up of forestry seed stands and support for
producer groups to maximise the productive capacity of
Irish forests.
(max. 100 words, please)

The purpose of the NFI wa to record and assess the
extent and nature of Ireland’s forests, both public and
private, in a timely, accurate and reproducible manner.
Reliable, current and consistent information is required
to inform domestic forest policy, to support forest
research and fulfil national and international reporting
commitments. The NFI provides information to monitor
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Sustainable Forest Management (SFM) and data to
support forest policy, specifically in relation to: •
Growing stock; • Harvesting; • Increment; • Carbon; •
Forest area; • Species composition; • Forest biodiversity;
and • Forest health and vitality.
Please describe
achievements in the area of
Criterion 3 over the past five
years

What are the major
challenges in the area of
Criterion 3, and the major
obstacles to achieving the
policy objectives?

(max. 100 words, please)

The total forest area has increased from 697,842
hectares (ha) in 2006 to 770,020 ha in 2017. 50.8% are in
public ownership with 49.2% are in private ownership.
Conifers are the dominant species, representing 71.2%
while broadleaved species accounted for 28.7% of the
area. The total growing stock volume of Irish forests is
estimated to be over 116 million m³, an increase of over
19 million m³ on 2012. Gross mean annual volume
increment between 2013 and 2017 was 8.5 million m³
per year, while the mean annual standing volume felled
within this period was 4.9 million m3 per year.
(max. 100 words, please)

Falling planting levels since 2017. Completing land uses.
Lack of certification of private forests.

Criterion 4 Maintenance, conservation and appropriate enhancement of biological diversity in forest ecosystems

Have policy objectives been formulated with respect to Criterion 4?
Please describe the policy
objectives, including
quantitative targets if any
have been formulated

Please describe any
institutional measures taken
to achieve these objectives

What policy tools have been
put in place to achieve these
objectives (e.g. legal,
financial, communication)?

☒Yes ☐No

(max. 100 words, please)

The Forestry Programme has a number of measures to
address biodiversity strategy including a minimum of
10% broadleafs in all afforestation schemes ( increased
to 15% in 2018), open space and retained habitats and a
national target of 30% broadleafs.
(max. 100 words, please)

One of the measures implemented by the Department is
the Native Woodland Conservation scheme to restore
old or degraded woodlands with a target of 1,950
hectares. Another measure is the Establishment of
Native Woodlands with a target of 2,700 hectares. The
Department has also introduced a Seed Stand Scheme to
ensure the future supply of native trees.
(max. 100 words, please)

Financial support is available to landowners to
encourage the planting of native woodlands, the
establishment of Seed Stands to ensure the supply of
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trees in the future and the creation of "
Neighbourwoods" adjoining villages, towns and cities for
use by local communities for social and recreational use.
The Woodland Improvement Scheme has been improved
with an additional grant for a second thinning.
Please describe
achievements in the area of
Criterion 4 over the past five
years

What are the major
challenges in the area of
Criterion 4, and the major
obstacles to achieving the
policy objectives?

(max. 100 words, please)

Afforestation approvals do not issue within Hen Harrier
SPAs pending completion of the Threat Response plan.
The level of broadleaf planting in 2018 is 27%.
Continuous Cover Forestry has been introduced to
encourage forest owners to move from a clearfell system
to one of CCF. The National Forest Inventory in 2017
found that there is an important biodiversity resource
within Irish forests, with many non-tree plant species
and lichens frequent across the forest estate. Large
quantities of deadwood are present within the forest,
with over 10.4 million m3 of deadwood present.
(max. 100 words, please)

Falling planting levels may impact on the native
broadleaf targets.

Criterion 5 Maintenance and appropriate enhancement of protective functions in forest management (notably soil and
water)

Have policy objectives been formulated with respect to Criterion 5?
Please describe the policy
objectives, including
quantitative targets if any
have been formulated

Please describe any
institutional measures taken
to achieve these objectives

What policy tools have been
put in place to achieve these
objectives (e.g. legal,
financial, communication)?

☒Yes ☐No

(max. 100 words, please)

The Forestry Programme has a number of measures to
address biodiversity strategy, the protection of habitats
and enhancement of water quality.
(max. 100 words, please)

The Department is actively promoting the planting of
native broadleafs, has increased the level of broadleafs
required in ALL afforestation applications, laid down
setbacks, environmental and land type conditions for all
afforestation applications. All applications are subject to
rigourous checks, e.g. appropriate assessment screening.
(max. 100 words, please)

The Forestry Standards Manual was introduced in 2015.
The Environmental Requirements for Afforestation
policy document was published in 2016 which sets out
the actions to ensure that the areas being afforested do
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not negatively impact on the environment, water quality,
habitats and biodiversity. The Department has strict
policies in place for land that is considered appropriate
for afforestation. The Land Types for Afforestation
document was published in October 2017 and Forests &
Water was published in 2018 to achieve our objectives
under Irelands River Basin Management Plan for 20182021.
Please describe
achievements in the area of
Criterion 5 over the past five
years

What are the major
challenges in the area of
Criterion 5, and the major
obstacles to achieving the
policy objectives?

(max. 100 words, please)

The Department has worked closely with the EPA to
address concerns in relation to forestry and water
quality, with the National Parks and Wildlife Service in
relation to SACs and SPAs habitats and with the
Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government
in relation to the introduction of Forests & Water to
address our obligations under the River Basin
Management Plan 2018-2021.
(max. 100 words, please)

Continued protection of habitats and water quality.

Criterion 6 Maintenance of other socio-economic functions and conditions

Have policy objectives been formulated with respect to Criterion 6?
Please describe the policy
objectives, including
quantitative targets if any
have been formulated

Please describe any
institutional measures taken
to achieve these objectives

☒Yes ☐No

(max. 100 words, please)

The principal objective of the Forestry Programme 20142020 with a budget of €0.5bn over the duration of the
programme is improve the economic viability of private
forests by planting an additional 44,000 hectares of
forestry in Ireland which will make a significant
contribution to our carbon footprint and economic
development in rural areas. This includes 2,700 hectares
of Native Woodland Establishment and 1,950 hectares of
Native Woodland Conservation. The programme also
includes the provision of 690 kms of forest roads. The
Forest sector is worth €2.3bn to the economy with
12,000 people employed in the industry.
(max. 100 words, please)

We have introduced 12 afforestion grant and premium
categories covering differing tree types to encourage
afforestation. We have established two groups with
stakeholders to promote afforestation, set up a
promotional campaign with TEAGASC, a national
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advisory and training organisation aimed and
landowners.
What policy tools have been
put in place to achieve these
objectives (e.g. legal,
financial, communication)?

Please describe
achievements in the area of
Criterion 6 over the past five
years

What are the major
challenges in the area of
Criterion 6, and the major
obstacles to achieving the
policy objectives?

(max. 100 words, please)

€0.5bn has been assigned to the Forestry Programme.
Additional policy documents have been developed
including the Environmental Requirements for
afforestation, Felling and Reforestation Policy document,
the Forestry Standards Manual and COFORDs Forests,
Products and People - Irelands Forestry Policy document.
(max. 100 words, please)

Approximately 22,500 hectares have been planted to
date under the current Forestry Programme. The
National Forest Inventory (NFI) found that the national
forest estate is still expanding and has now reached 11%
of the total land area, with a wide variety of forest types
present. The total forest area has increased from
697,842 hectares (ha) in 2006 ha to 770,020 ha in 2017.
(max. 100 words, please)

Opposition to commercial forestry applications is having
a negative impact on afforestation. Competition with
other land uses in farming is also affecting afforestation.

2C: Supplementary information on selected major issues
If you wish, provide similar brief information (policy objectives/targets, policy instruments,
achievements, challenges), on specific areas not sufficiently covered in the sections before.
Possible areas, many of which touch more than one criterion, would include:
 legal/regulatory framework to combat illegal logging and associated trade of forest products
 Promotion of the use of sustainably produced forest products
 Water management and flood control through forests
 Forest recreation
 Sustainable forest workforce
 Occupational safety and health
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