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FOREST EUROPE, the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)
and Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) on 5 March 2018
have officially launched pan-European data collection for the assessment of the state
of forests in Europe. This data will be used for the regional report on the State of
Europe’s Forests 2020.
The State of Europe’s Forests 2020 report will be a main source of information for the
Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe to be held
in Bratislava in 2020 and its preparation is coordinated by the Liaison Unit
Bratislava (LUB).
“The collected data will allow a comprehensive analysis of the current state of forests
and adequate decisions in strategic policy on forests at both pan-European and
national levels. The data will also provide a basis for expert discussions and dialogue
within the forest sector as well as other forest-related sectors, along with the general
public” states Ľudmila Marušáková – the Head of Liaison Unit Bratislava.
Official beginning of the pan-European reposting takes place at a non-traditional place
- in Toluca, Mexico, where approximately one hundred national experts on forest
information as national correspondents met to launch the data collection for the
Global Forest Resources Assessment (GFRA), conducted periodically by FAO.
The main task of the meeting is to familiarise national correspondents with news in the
data collection process and with the internet interface for data submission. Global data
will provide key publicly available information on forest resources in the form of the
database and of the report. Simultaneously, data can be used to assess the fulfilment
of the relevant UN Agenda 2030 Goals for Sustainable Development.
The interface for the global data collection also integrates more detailed questionnaires
on the state and management of forests in Europe, which are prepared in collaboration
of FOREST EUROPE, the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)
and FAO. The concept of joint data collection for both the world report and the more
detailed European report, will reduce the reporting burden for national
correspondents.
Data on forests and forestry collected in collaboration between FAO, UNECE and
FOREST EUROPE will serve as a comprehensive reference and information
framework on forests and forestry in Europe, their state and trends. The summary
publication will provide information on the current state in relation to the fulfilment
of the environmental, ecological and socio-cultural functions of forests and their
sustainable management. The principle of sustainability is the main element of the UN
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

