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Guidance for national correspondents 
 
This short note is intended as a guide for national correspondents responsible for 
supplying information, which will be used in the State of Europe’s Forests 2020, to 
describe trends for qualitative indicators of sustainable forest management and to 
monitor progress towards the Goals for European Forests and the European 2020 
Targets for Forests to which countries committed themselves in the Oslo Declaration 
of 2011. 
If you need more guidance than that provided in this note, do not hesitate to contact 
the FOREST EUROPE Liaison Unit. 
 
General 
Please bear in mind that information for your country will be combined with that for 
other countries to identify Europe-wide trends. Therefore, detailed descriptions of 
national trends and issues cannot be incorporated into the pan-European synthesis. If 
the analysts have difficulty understanding your answers, or need further information, 
they will contact you directly. This is the reason for the tight limits on length of 
answers. However, you are encouraged to give web references so that interested 
experts may go into more detail if they wish. 
In addition: 

- reporting on Goals and Targets is expected to raise political interest in the 
quantitative information.  

- information related to Goals and Targets is also of interest for other sectors, so 
it is important to present a clear picture of achievements, and, equally 
important, remaining challenges. 

- Information on remaining challenges to achieve a Goal or Target will be 
important information for decision-makers, encouraging prioritisation of policy 
measures and resources.  

 
  



 
 
 
Part 1: Reporting on progress towards the Goals for European Forests and the 
European 2020 Targets for Forests 
 
For each of the eight Goals and nine Targets, correspondents are invited to describe, 
in 100 words or less, what is being done in the country to achieve the goals and 
targets, and what major challenges remain. For the targets, which have an 
implementation date of 2020, correspondents should indicate – under “challenges” – 
to what extent the target has been achieved and whether or not it is on track for 
implementation by 2020. It is important to make it clear in what way the 
action/measure reported contributes to the goal or target in question.  
It is recognised that certain major policy instruments, such as national forest 
programmes or basic forest laws, contribute to more than one goal or target, 
especially when the goals are quite broad (e.g. Goal 1). However, correspondents are 
invited to identify in what way the policy measures are intended to achieve the goals 
or targets, possibly by listing certain specific clauses or sections which are more 
closely linked to the goal or target 
Time period: The Goals have no time limit, but the Targets are to be implemented by 
2020. Correspondents are invited to take this into account in their answers. For both 
Goals and Targets, actions/measures before about 2011 need not be reported, as the 
report addresses the period after the Oslo commitments made in 2011. An exception 
would be where general instruments, such as a forest law existing before 2011, are 
considered to contribute to achieving the Goals and Targets. 
The State of Europe’s Forests report will be published in 2020, the date specified in 
the Targets. However, data collection is conducted in 2018, so it will not be possible to 
quantify precisely the final state of the work. Nevertheless, by 2018, the broad trends 
since 2011 should be clear, so correspondents are asked to use their judgement as to 
whether the country has achieved, is “on track” or “not on track” to reaching the 
respective Targets. 

General remarks:  
- Best practice examples or success stories are welcome to illustrate the 

analysis, although this should be as references or very brief summaries.  
- Interlinkages between the global UNFF G&T and European G&T can also be 

provided.  
 
 
Part 2: Reporting on the pan-European Qualitative Indicators 
 
Reporting instructions including definitions are already provided in in the 
questionnaire, and are similar to the approach of previous questionnaires on 
qualitative indicators. Please particularly consider:  

- Significant changes since 2014 (last reporting) will be analysed 
systematically. If no information is provided, that will be interpreted as “no 
significant change since 2014”. 

- Please provide only the latest information available, unless otherwise 
specified. 



 
 
 
Part 2A: Forest Policy and Governance 
In this part the overall status and changes related to SFM should be reported under 
indicators 1-5.  
The objective is to monitor the situation and changes for the main policy and 
governance instruments which determine a country’s ability to achieve sustainable 
forest management. It follows the same approach, with only minor changes as 
previous questionnaires on qualitative indicators. 
 
 
Part 2B: Policies, institutions and instruments related to specific criteria 
 
Part 2B is intended to maintain continuity with earlier enquiries when countries were 
requested to report on what actions they were undertaking under each Criterion of 
Sustainable Forest Management (at the time, it was not necessary to report on 
achievement of goals and targets, so there is overlap between Part 1 and part 2B).  
Part 2B requests information on developments since the last report in 2014 on 
policies, institutions and instruments for the 6 individual Criteria for SFM. For each 
criterion, correspondents are invited to report on whether objectives have been set at 
the national level, what measures have been taken to achieve these objectives and 
what are the remaining challenges. Part 2B differs from Part 1 in that it refers to 
objectives set nationally, while Part 1 refers to the internationally agreed Goals and 
Targets. 
Please report for each Criterion only those changes that are related specifically to the 
individual criteria C1-C6.  
In case of broadly SFM related policies or instruments like a new forest act, please 
mention under each Criterion only those aspects which directly address the Criterion 
mentioned, and specifically the objectives defined. Broader changes in governance 
are addressed in Part 2A.  
 
 
Part 2C: Supplementary information on selected major issues 
 
In this part you can provide similar brief information (policy objectives/targets, policy 
instruments, achievements, challenges), on specific areas which may not be 
sufficiently covered in the sections before. Possible areas, many of which touch more 
than one criterion, would include: 

• legal/regulatory framework to combat illegal logging and associated trade of 
forest products 

• Promotion of the use of sustainably produced forest products 
• Water management and flood control through forests 
• Forest recreation 
• Sustainable forest workforce 
• Occupational safety and health 


