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Introduction

FOREST EUROPE (brand name of the Ministerial
Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe)
is the voluntary high-level political process for dialogue and cooperation on forest policies in Europe.
The mission of FOREST EUROPE is to enhance the
cooperation on forest policies in Europe under the
leadership of ministers, and to secure and promote
sustainable forest management (SFM) with the aim
of maintaining the multiple functions of forests that
are crucial to society.
Since 1990, FOREST EUROPE has been working with
this objective, developing common strategies for its
46 member countries and the European Union on
how to protect forests and manage them sustainably.

Madrid (Spain) hosted two FOREST EUROPE
Ministerial Conferences in October 2015: the 7th
Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests
in Europe, and the Extraordinary Ministerial Conference that received the results of the work of the
Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee for a
Legally Binding Agreement on Forests in Europe.
These two conferences were held back to back.
Commitments endorsed by the FOREST EUROPE
signatories during these meetings will serve to
foster action at national and regional levels in order
to address the challenges and opportunities ahead
for forests in the European continent.
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7th FOREST EUROPE
Ministerial Conference
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Introduction

The 7th FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference
was held on 20 and morning of 21 October 2015. At
this Conference, ministers and high-level representatives responsible for forests from FOREST EUROPE
signatories adopted decisions with regards to high
priority topics related to European forests, such as:
the enhancement of the social functions of forests
and the potential role of forests in the transition to a
green economy; the protection of forests in a changing environment; the need to address global challenges related to forests at the regional level and the
future directions of the FOREST EUROPE process.
Their commitments on these topics will serve as a
framework for decisions related to these matters in
the different European countries and will promote
action at a pan-European level.

by Mr Jari Parviainen (LUKE, Finland) in a specific
thematic session.

The 7th FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference
was hosted by Spain, which organised it jointly with
the Slovak Republic. The meeting was co-chaired
by the Spanish Minister of Agriculture, Food and
the Environment, Ms Isabel García Tejerina, and the
Slovak Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, Mr Ľubomír Jahnátek.

5. Roundtable 5: 25 years of FOREST EUROPE

The Conference was officially opened by Ms Isabel
García Tejerina, who underlined in her opening
speech the importance of the FOREST EUROPE
process for the promotion of cooperation in the
pan-European region in forest related issues during
the last 25 years and for the development of the
bases and tools needed for the sustainable management of Europe’s forests.
The welcome words and opening speeches were
followed by the presentation of the report State of
Europe’s Forests 2015, made by Mr Ewald Rametsteiner (FAO) and Mr Jesús San Miguel (JRC – EC).
The updated pan-European set of indicators for sustainable forest management (SFM) was presented

Statements from FOREST EUROPE signatories (European countries and the European Union) as well
as from observer organisations were distributed in
5 roundtables, addressing the following topics:
1. Roundtable 1: Forests in the center of a green
economy
2. Roundtable 2: Protection of forests in a changing environment
3. Roundtable 3: Global challenges to address at
regional level
4. Roundtable 4: Future challenges and opportunities
13

Four decision documents, the ‘Madrid Ministerial
Declaration: 25 years together promoting Sustainable Forest Management in Europe’, the ‘Madrid
Ministerial Resolution 1: Forest sector in the center
of Green Economy’, the ‘Madrid Ministerial Resolution 2: Protection of forests in a changing environment’ and the ‘Madrid Ministerial Decision: The
future direction of FOREST EUROPE’, were signed
by ministers and heads of delegations of the FOREST EUROPE signatories during a signing ceremony
on the final day of the Conference. By signing these
documents, the signatories showed their willingness, interest and commitment to strengthen cooperation and promote further action at national and
pan-European levels on those topics.
The change in FOREST EUROPE General Coordinating Committee (GCC) took also place during the 7th
FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference: Spain invited then to Sweden to replace Norway in the GCC,
and passed the FOREST EUROPE chairmanship to
the Slovak Republic.

Opening
		Statements

Ms Isabel García Tejerina
Minister
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and the Environment
SPAIN

Dear colleagues,
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Welcome to the seventh FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference being held in this
wonderful city of Madrid. It is an honour to have you accept our invitation and a
privi-lege to inaugurate the Conference that marks the 25th anniversary of the
FOREST EUROPE process. I am delighted to see so many distinguished ministers and
high rep-resentatives from the states of the pan-European region, and the European
Union at-tending this meeting. Allow me to extend my gratitude to the delegates who
represent international institutions, intergovernmental and non-governmental
organisations, the scientific community, the private sector and others for accepting
our invitation. This ministerial conference has been organised jointly by Spain and
the Slovak Re-public. I would like to take the opportunity to welcome my colleague
and co-chair for this meeting, Mr Ľubomír Jahnátek, Minister of Agriculture and Rural
Development of the Slovak Republic.
It is an honour for Spain to host the FOREST EUROPE ministerial conference. We also
commemorate the 25th year of the process that will determine the future of forests in
the pan-European region over the coming years.
While holding the co-chairmanship of FOREST EUROPE for the last four years, Spain
has sought to contribute to ensuring and guaranteeing the multiple social, economic
and environmental benefits that forests provide to our society.
Thanks to the effort of FOREST EUROPE and now with the perspective of 25 years
since cooperation in the pan-European region first began, we can reaffirm the importance of the agreements reached in previous ministerial conferences. The process has
been successful in giving the region the bases and tools it needs for the sustainable
management of Europe’s forests.
In this forum, we are fully aware of the importance of the forest sector’s role in supporting our economy and a source of the “ecosystem services” that are essential for
our subsistence and well-being. Forests prevent soil erosion, regulate water sources
against drought and floods, purify air and water, provide shelter for our rich biodiversity and bring huge cultural and aesthetic benefits. Therefore, in Spain we believe that
active management is essential to ensure adequate conservation of forested mountains and to harmonise the economic, social and environmental development of the
rural areas where forests grow. To this end, over the past four years in Spain we have
approved an important amendment to the Law on Forests that regulates and facilitates sustainable forest production. Together with the recently-approved Plan for the
Social and Economic Activation of the Forest Sector, it channels new investments into
the 27 million hectares of forests in Spain (54% of the total). Of these investments, the

Opening Statements

most notable is the 2 billion euros included in the Rural Development Programmes
which will be co-funded with the European Union’s EAFRD instrument.
The much-needed transition to a low-carbon economy presents a real challenge for
our society but also brings with it great opportunities that we must seize. Our forests
play a key role as carbon sinks in the fight against climate change and other determining factors that will affect the sector and be discussed in the next Conference of the
Parties (COP21) of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.
Consequently, Spain is promoting the development of national carbon sinks via the
Carbon Footprint Project and its associated Registry. Companies based in Spain are
encouraged to calculate their emissions, reduce them and cancel them out, here, in
my country, through verified national agroforestry projects.
To that end, Spain wishes to confirm its strong commitment to forests and their
sustainable management. Through the agreements undertaken in this conference, we
seek to uphold that the sustainable management of forests is vital for bringing about
a transformational change that is needed to face important problems such as the
eradication of poverty, economic growth and sustainable livelihoods, gender equality,
cultural and spiritual values, health, water, energy production, mitigation of the effects
of climate change and adaptation to them, the fight against desertification, conservation of biological diversity, sustainable soil management and to minimize the risk of
disasters, particularly the forest fires that are a threat in the Mediterranean region.
Everyone’s participation in this Ministerial Conference is highly promising for forests,
FOREST EUROPE and the future of both. We have highly important questions to
debate and discuss over these two days. It is my hope that together we will be able
to take decisions that will protect our forests and ensure their multiple benefits to
society over the coming years in Europe. We are anxious to hear your points of view
on the challenges and opportunities for sustainable forest management open to us at
this Conference. My colleague, Minister Lubomir Jahnatek, who has kindly agreed to
co-chair this meeting, and I will do all we can to facilitate the debate and hold a ministerial conference whose results will satisfy us all. However, the most important thing
is for our conclusions to serve our society and our forests.
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Mr Ľubomír Jahnátek
Minister
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
SLOVAK REPUBLIC

Your Excellency Minister, Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Firstly, let me thank, on behalf of the Slovak Republic, the host country, the Kingdom
of Spain, for organizing the Seventh FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference. For the
first time in a history of the ministerial process, the Slovak Republic is in the position
of a co-chairing country of the Ministerial Conference. On this occasion, I would like to
reaffirm, from my perspective as a minister, that we are aware of importance this task
has and of responsibility we have for the whole FOREST EUROPE political process.
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Forests have always been and still are an important part of the Slovak landscape,
society and culture. A tradition of systematic and planned management of forests in
the present-day territory of Slovakia dates back to the 18th century. As a result of this
approach, forests remained abundant in species and nowadays cover more than 40%
of the country’s area. Our long-term interest in international cooperation on forests
comes right from these rich historical experiences and knowledge. From this perspective, the Slovak Republic has actively participated in as well as supported a number
of processes and activities that constitute the international political framework for
forests. FOREST EUROPE has represented one of those processes for last 25 years.
The Seventh Ministerial Conference takes place in 2015, in the year which gives us a
unique opportunity to highlight and address the importance of forests and a number of benefits they provide for the welfare of human being. European society and
European forests have significant potential to contribute to solving global problems.
Post-2015 Sustainable Development Agenda, so called the Agenda 2030, represents
such a challenge. Summit on Climate Change, to be held later this year in Paris, will be
another important opportunity to raise public awareness on the importance of forests
for society and to transform these considerations into relevant policy decisions. The
outcomes of the Seventh Ministerial Conference may, therefore, communicate and
significantly help to improve general understanding of how forests and their sustainable management can contribute to the transition of society to a green economy and
in addressing global challenges, such as sustainable economic growth, job creation,
poverty reduction, climate change mitigation and adaptation, production of renewable raw materials and energy sources, as well as provision of other vital environmental services.

Opening Statements

Last but not least, we must not omit a national dimension of European cooperation
on forests. In this regard, we have learnt that the FOREST EUROPE political process
demonstrated, over the past 25 years, its ability to provide a political platform which
generated results with real positive impacts on national forest policies and thus on
forests and their management in individual countries as such.
Dear colleagues,
I would like to welcome you to the Seventh FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference.
I believe that the Madrid Conference provides us with a unique opportunity to take
decisions and meet objectives, I have mentioned, and thereby to become a milestone
in international policy on forests.
Thank you.
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			Keynote
Addresses

Mr Jerzy Plewa
Director-General of the DirectorateGeneral for Agriculture and Rural
Development
EUROPEAN COMMISSION
On behalf of
Mr Phil Hogan
Commissioner for Agriculture and
Rural Development
EUROPEAN COMMISSION
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Ministers, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and
Gentlemen,
On behalf of Commissioner for Agriculture and
Rural Development, Mr Phil Hogan, I would like to
sincerely thank the Spanish and Slovak Ministers
for co-organising the Seventh FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference. It is a real pleasure to be with
you today in this conference, which is the culmination of many years of work and cooperation across
the region.
Twenty-five years ago a number of countries across
the pan-European region and the European Union
decided to sit together and work around the concept of sustainable forest management. FOREST EUROPE has, since then, been cooperating to develop
common approaches for its member countries and
the EU on how to protect and manage our forests.
Our forests and our specific needs are highly
diverse, but we were able to agree on the principles
of sustainable forest management and to put them
into practice. I believe that this is a remarkable
achievement.
Since 1990, FOREST EUROPE has been the major
forum for political dialogue on forests contributing

to the development of international cooperation
and communication in the region.
FOREST EUROPE has also strengthened the links
between science, forest management practices
and related policies, through the adoption of commitments in the form of Ministerial declarations
and resolutions. These constitute the basis for the
implementation of forest management by the signatory members.
At the same time, in line with the Ministerial Decision on the future of FOREST EUROPE, we should
reflect on the future direction, and on how respond
to new challenges and opportunities for maintaining and enhancing FOREST EUROPE’s contribution
to sustainable forest management in Europe.
Forestry is one of the main sectors that keep our
rural areas still vibrant and sustainable. Forests are
also an essential element of Europe’s nature and
wildlife. Forests play a major role in the protection
of biodiversity and in the provision of many ecosystem services. These ecosystem services are hugely
important and highly valued by society.
But forestry represents also a key sector in the transition towards a low-carbon and climate friendly
economy. Its contribution to green jobs especially
in rural areas should be recognised and further promoted. This is well reflected in one of the Madrid
Ministerial Resolutions.
We fully endorse the emphasis put on the social
dimension of sustainable forest management,
and on the need to promote innovation. Also the
adaptation of education and training systems to the
changing conditions, new technologies and skills is
required.
This great and acknowledged potential of forests
today is facing new challenges and opportunities.
The demand for forest biomass is likely to continue
to increase, from traditional industries and from the
promising development of the bioeconomy.

Keynote Addresses

At the same time forest ecosystems are exposed to
a number of threats aggravated by climate change,
with more frequent storms, fires, and new pests and
diseases.

I believe that it is more important than ever for
Europe to affirm its positions and develop an ambitious overall and common approach for the sustainable management of forests.

In December 2015 representatives of almost 200
countries will meet in Paris (COP-21) to negotiate a
new international climate agreement. Very important decisions will be made for a number of sectors,
including forestry.

Each Ministerial Conference involves an enormous
amount of work and commitment by the host State
in preparing for the Conference.

In this context, the commitment undertaken at this
Conference to increase the work on adaptation of
forest and forest management to climate change to
mitigate its effects is highly needed.
We must maintain a careful balance between conservation and the use of forestry resources. There
is a great need to ensure long term sustainable
management and development of forests, which
balance its economic, social and environmental
benefits and enhance its resilience to threats.

I would like to convey to the Government of Spain,
and to the FOREST EUROPE Liaison Unit in Madrid,
our thanks and highest recognition for the excellent
preparation of the Conference.
I also thank Slovakia, which has supported Spain in
this work. I am sure that you will take over the baton
with just as much determination and dynamism
and continue with the achievements of these last
years of good work.
Happy 25th Anniversary FOREST EUROPE and
many more to come.
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Thematic Session:
Presentation of the
State of Europe’s
Forests 2015 Report

Mr Ewald Rametsteiner (FAO) and Mr Jesús San
Miguel-Ayanz (JRC-EC), two of the coordinating
lead authors of the State of Europe’s Forests 2015,
presented the main results of the report.
This is the 4th edition of a document that offers a
comprehensive overview of European forests, their
current status, trends and the policy responses related to them. It also gives an instructive insight into
sustainable forest management in the region during
the period 1990-2015.
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According to the outcomes of the report, Europe’s
forest area has expanded to 215 million hectares, or
33 percent of the region’s total land area, over the
last 25 years and continues to expand. Progress has
also been made in the last two-and-a-half decades
on the implementation of sustainable forest management in the European region, with an increasing
number of countries with improved national forest
policy instruments.

European forests: fighting (and adapting to) climate change
European forests play a vital role in tackling current
challenges like climate change. The expanding
forest area and sustainably managed forests in Europe provide increased carbon sequestration and
storage in the forest biomass and soils, as well as in
forest products.
Forests remove large amounts of CO2 from the
atmosphere. As reported by the State of Europe’s
Forests 2015, between 2005 and 2015 the average
annual sequestration of carbon in forest biomass,
soil and forest products reached 719 million tonnes
in the European region. This corresponds to about
9% of the net greenhouse gas emissions for the
European region.
The increasing awareness of the importance of
forests to mitigate and adapt to climate change is
highly reflected in forest policies at the national
level. During recent years many European coun-

tries have revised their policy objectives by putting
stronger emphasis on climate change and most
countries in Europe have established specialised
entities responsible for implementing regulations,
projects and programmes on climate change, renewable energy and energy efficiency.

Progress on sustainable forest management = progress on protection of forests
Progress made on sustainable forest management
in Europe in the last 25 years comprises improvements in forest policies, legislation, monitoring and
assessment, among others.
The number of countries in Europe with a formal
National Forest Programme (NFP) process has
almost tripled since 2007. NFPs have encouraged
broad participation, facilitating adoption and
implementation of forest policies and strategies.
In this sense, it must be noted that a forest policy
document such as a ‘forest strategy’, ‘forest policy’
or the like exists in practically all FOREST EUROPE
countries.
Likewise, over 70 percent of forests in Europe have
a management plan, which means that an area of
over 155 million hectares in the European region
is covered by forests under management plans or
their equivalents.
And the expansion of better managed forests
encompasses the progress on the protection of
forests: Sustainably managed forests recover more
easily from damage and diseases, and adapt better
to changing conditions.
In addition, it should be highlighted that, according
to the results presented in the State of Europe’s Forests 2015 report, more than 30 million ha of European forests are protected with the main objective of
conserving biodiversity or landscape. Over the last
15 years, the area of protected forests in Europe has
increased by half a million hectares annually.

Thematic Session: Presentation of the State of Europe’s Forests 2015 Report

Great economic potential of forests yet to be fully
developed
Despite the fact that the European forest sector was
affected by the recent global economic recession,
it is now on a steady path of recovery. The productive role of our forests is worth emphasising. Europe
still remains one of the world’s biggest producers
of equivalent roundwood. The value of marketed
non-wood goods, which sometimes provide an
important source of income at local level, is also
significant.
As highlighted by their contribution to Europe’s
gross domestic product (GDP), which amounts
to EUR 103 billion annually, the socio-economic
functions of forests play an important role in the
region’s economy. It is also interesting to note that,
according to the information provided by the State
of Europe’s Forests 2015 report, Europe has moved
from being a net importer of primary wood and
paper products to a net exporter.
The forest sector in Europe provides jobs and
income for at least 3 million people, plus an untold
number of people in informal employment, such
as much of the work carried out by private owners
and members of local communities, which is not
reflected in official employment statistics nor in the
reported data.
In this context, the transition to a green economy offers great opportunities to develop the forest sector
even further, as well as to foster the creation of new
decent green jobs.

Over 300 national correspondents and national
and international experts provided the information required for the State of Europe’s Forests 2015
report, and 60-plus authors and reviewers worked
together to produce it.
The State of Europe’s Forests 2015 report was
coordinated and compiled by FOREST EUROPE’s
Liaison Unit Madrid in collaboration with the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO), the European Forest Institute (EFI), the European Commission Joint Research Centre (JRC) and
the University of Hamburg (UHH). The UNECE/FAO
Forestry and Timber Section played a valuable role
in the collection, processing and reviewing of part
of the information included in the report.
By providing detailed information about the current
status of European forests and the associated trends
over the last two-and-a-half decades, the State of
Europe’s Forests report aims to stimulate debate on
the role of forests in society and the implementation
of sustainable forest management in the region. It
also seeks to provide policy-makers with evidencebased information that can be used as a solid basis
for future political commitments on forests and other
forest-related issues in Europe.
The full State of Europe’s Forests 2015 report and the
Summary for Policy Makers can be downloaded from
this link: http://www.foresteurope.org/fullsoef2015
The presentation by Mr Ewald Rametsteiner and Mr
Jesús San Miguel-Ayanz on main findings of the State
of Europe’s Forests report is included in Annex 3.
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		Roundtable 1:
Forests in the centre of
		a green economy

CZECH REPUBLIC

Mr Patrik Mlynář
Deputy Minister for Forestry Section
Ministry of Agriculture

Madame and Mister Co-chairs,
Ministers,
Excellences, Ladies and Gentlemen,
First of all, let me express my deep gratitude to you,
Madame Minister, the Spanish government, and the
Liaison Unit Madrid for great hospitality and flawless preparation of this Ministerial Conference.
30

The FOREST EUROPE process has a long history
of 25 years. Thanks to FOREST EUROPE, we were
able to promote Sustainable Forest Management at
national and regional levels, which might be considered as the biggest and most important achievement of the process.
I am glad that the green economy has become
one of the central themes of the FOREST EUROPE
deliberations over the past four years, and that we
have today in front of us the resolution covering
this crucial issue. I believe that the green economy
represents one of the most important opportunities
for the forest sector with a view to not only improve
its competitiveness, but, at the same time, to secure
employment, increase social inclusion and enhance values of our forests.
The Czech Republic is situated in the Central
Europe, which is characterized by rich forest
resources, but also by very high demand for raw
timber. That has led to constantly growing exports
of roundwood without substantial added value.
This situation may be beneficial for forest owner,
but is not satisfactory from the point of view of the
timber industry and society.

The government of the Czech Republic in its
declaration committed to take action to change the
economic policy of the state forest enterprise Forests of the Czech Republic to boost employment in
the various regions, and reinforce the importance of
small and medium-sized forest and timber industry
enterprises. Several measures have been taken to
enable micro- and small enterprises, which significantly contribute to the employment in rural areas,
to take part on fair terms in the competition for raw
timber coming from state forests.
At the same time, the Ministry of Agriculture has
introduced new incentives in order to stimulate
investments in the forest sector, notably in modern
and environmentally friendly machinery and technologies, and in production of new and innovative
products with higher added value.
In last years, we also face environmental challenges, such as adverse impacts of climate change
on forests. Longer and more profound periods of
drought cause dieback of less tolerant tree species, namely Norway spruce. Therefore we need to
invest into the change of the tree species composition of forests, as well as into the adaptation of the
industry to the consecutive structural changes of
wood supplies.
Madame and Mister Co-chairs, Ladies and Gentlemen,
I would like to express our continuous support to the
FOREST EUROPE as a voluntary high-level political
process for dialogue and cooperation on forest policies in pan-European region. We are ready to actively
participate in the upcoming revision of its structure
and working modalities to make it more efficient.
Finally, let me wish you, Mister Minister, and the
newly established Liaison Unit Bratislava the best
of luck in the upcoming presidency to the FOREST
EUROPE process.
Thank you for your attention.

Roundtable 1: Forests in the centre of a green economy

DENMARK

Mr Christian Lundmark Jensen
Senior Advisor
Nature Agency - Ministry of
Environment and Food

Madame Chairman, your excellences, dear colleagues,
Let me first of all on behalf of the Danish government express my sincere thanks to the governments of Spain and Slovakia for the invitation to the
two ministerial conferences in Madrid, to Spain for
hosting them, and to the Liaison Unit for an excellent preparation and organisation.
On the global level, the role of forests has already been
highlighted at several occasions this year, including
the UNFF11 session in New York, the World Forestry
congress in Durban and again in New York last month,
where the dedicated Summit at the UN General Assembly adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development. Forests have a clear role to play herein.
In the draft resolution on Forests in a Green
Economy, focus is on pan-European and national
action addressing three key themes. I like to offer a
few examples on priorities and actions undertaken
in Denmark under these themes:
On the first theme, enhancing the role of SFM in a
green economy, we give high priority to striking a
balance between use and protection. In Denmark, the
use of wood for energy has undergone a steady and
substantial increase for decades and is forecasted
to increase even further. This is due in particular to
a transition from coal to wood based production of
power and district heating. This is underpinned politically through regulation, grants schemes and differentiated tax on fossil fuels and renewable energy.
Alongside with the increasing use of energy wood,
we see an increased concern on sustainability
issues. Assurance is demanded that the wood is
sustainably sourced. To that end, the organisations
of major Danish energy producers have agreed to
a set of criteria for sustainable wood for energy as

well as clear targets for an increased use of demonstrably sustainably produced wood. These criteria
are broadly aligned with those used in the state of
Denmark in mandatory requirements on public
procurement of timber and with the corresponding
SFM criteria agreed to in FOREST EUROPE.
In response to the increased use of energy wood,
options for increasing our domestic sustainable
production have been explored. Amongst the most
promising tools are a more widespread use of high
yielding nurse trees in afforestation and reforestation. This can boost energy wood production in the
shorter run without compromising the goal of growing high stemmed forest stands in long rotation
periods. In order to balance use and protection, the
Danish government has also decided to set aside
larger shares of the Danish state forests with the
primary objective to protect biodiversity.
On the second theme, enhancing the social aspects
of SFM, we have in Denmark a so called “Forest
Helpers Programme”. Under the motto “I help the
forest and the forest helps me”, the Danish Ministry
of Environment and Food runs a programme, where
mentally disabled adults are trained to work in forests. Under the leadership of an educated supervisor, the Forest Helpers also fulfil service functions
for the public, including guidance and information.
Finally, on the third theme, incorporating the value
of forest ecosystem services in a green economy, we
have in Denmark managed to attract substantive
co-financing for afforestation from the water sector.
We have through integrated planning identified sensitive water resources close to larger cities. Afforestation on those sites provides protection of the ground
water – and also excellent recreational opportunities. Through this, the Ministry for Environment and
Food has engaged in agreements with several major
water supply companies, who support the establishment of new urban state forests in Denmark.
Madame chair, those were the Danish examples I
wanted to offer under this roundtable on Forests in
the centre of Green Economy.
Thank you for listening.
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ITALY

Mr Giuseppe Cacopardi
Director General of Rural Development
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and
Forest Policies
On behalf of

Mr Maurizio Martina
Minister
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and
Forest Policies
Distinguished delegates, dear colleagues,
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I have the honor of representing Mr. Martina, the
Italian minister of Agriculture, as you know, very
busy with the final days of EXPO in Milan!!!! I want to
stress here that in all its pavilions plant biodiversity
and forests are very well represented.
Green economy and sustainable development find
in the forests a keystone due to their multifunctionality, both on productive and protective side.
Two main questions need to be answered.
The first one is how to highlight the role of forests
in a green economy, taking into account in the
meantime, for one hand, the big pressures currently
posed by economic crisis and industrial uses of
forests and, on the other hand, biodiversity conservation and the full evaluation of forest ecosystem
services and their contribution to a green economy.
A balance is needed: and a new law on plant biodiversity is just now under examination at the Italian
Parliament.
Many opportunities are offered by big UN environmental conventions, as the UN Framework conven-

tion on climate change, its Kyoto protocol and the
new ambitious deadlines post-Kyoto. New progress
are expected during next COP in Paris.
Also EU common activities as FLEGT and EUTR
schemes can play a role, and plenty of expertise
and lessons learnt are offered too by FAO.
The second big question is: how to enhance employment and support green jobs in the forest sector? Italy stressed this aim in the recent Rural Development Programs for new period 2015-2020, even
through a general Guide Lines Document prepared
at national level, with the contribution of our CREA
(the National Research Institute of Agriculture)
The rural development regulations so far proved to
be rather effective in this field, supporting a wide
range of employment measures in the rural areas,
well integrated into the strategy of development of
rural marginal and mountain areas. Furthermore,
good management practices in forestry, and financial support to young people entering the forest
and rural sectors together with proper training and
advisory services, are also essential to establish
long term healthy job structures in the forest/rural
sector.
Forest, whose name is coming from Latin words
meaning “staying out”, has to fully re-enter into the
economy not simply for the economic worth of
some products, wood and non wood services, but
for their full importance. That’s why I share with all
of you the hope that this Conference will send to
the other European sectors a strong signal about
the importance of forests: saying that in times challenging for economic, ecologic and politic crisis
forests can be the solution of many problems and
not simply a part of them.
Thank you for your attention.

Roundtable 1: Forests in the centre of a green economy

NORWAY

Ms Hanne Maren Blåfjelldal
State Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture and Food

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, dear FOREST
EUROPE colleagues,
First of all, I would like to thank the Spanish government for arranging this conference here in the city
of Madrid.
The development towards a green economy, is
increasingly important in Europe.
We all agree that forests have an important role in
the green economy. Strengthening the role of forests
in the green economy cannot be done by politicians
alone, it is a major task for the sector itself. The challenge for us as politicians responsible for forests is to
recognize that this tasks requires long-term visions.
Our task will be to provide the enabling environment
for the transformation that is needed in the forest
sector in Europe. International cooperation is an important part of this, and is crucial for the forest sector.
The development towards a green economy is driven by the need to shift from fossil energy and fossil
based raw materials, in order to mitigate climate
change and provide sustainable economic growth.
In Norway, we are now facing decreasing oil prices.
This may contribute to advancing the development
of green economy in Norway, This is an opportunity
for the forest sector.

Other benefits from forests depend on the ability
to make the sector profitable. The current status
and development of our forest provides opportunities for increased use of biomass for energy, to
substitute more energy demanding construction
material by wood, create employment opportunities - and to enhance the environmental values of
our forests.
In Oslo we adopted vision, goals and targets for European Forests towards 2020. We need to strengthen our efforts in order to reach these targets. I think
it is crucial that we continue to improve the FOREST
EUROPE tools for sustainable forest management.
There are changing demands and changing conditions which we must be aware of and integrate into
our forest strategies.
It is our job, during the years to come, to turn the
visions of a green economy into reality through an
industry based on renewable resources. Previously
we have learned from the past and made incremental adjustments when developing the forest sector.
Now we have to think bigger. We have to make
significant moves. We need to make a leap into the
age of bioeconomy or green economy. Let us stop
talking about how the forest sector can contribute
to the green economy. The forest sector is green
economy. It is in our hands, as the forest policy
makers in Europe, to contribute to the development
of the green economy further, and to convey the
importance of sustainable forest management to
other sectors.
Thank you for your attention.
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SERBIA

Mr Danko Prokić
Ambassador
Embassy of the Republic of Serbia
in Spain

Your Excellences, dear colleagues,
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At the beginning I would like to warmly thank to the
Government of Spain, to our host in last four years,
on hospitality, on huge efforts invested in FOREST
EUROPE Ministerial process, on continuous wish to
bring closer to all of us one of the greatest cultures
in Europe and the world. I would especially like to
thank to Liaison Unit Madrid on invested huge work
and enthusiasm to organize all events preceded
Conference and to produce documents we have an
opportunity to sign today.
We are the witnesses of great challenges and treats
for our forests. Numerous requests of society
related to forests and forest functions need new
knowledge, new professionals, but also give opportunities for new jobs.
But, if we want to present our forests to the society
on a qualified way, the focus of our activities cannot
be only on wood. We think that wood production

more and more becomes secondary goal of forest
management. Society requests utilization and
protection of other forest functions. Sustainable
forest management represents balanced approach
towards maintenance and improvement of priority
forest functions, but such approach brings inevitable costs. For foresters is very difficult to balance
between profitable (requested by government) and
ecological functions (requested by society).
So, we think that is necessary to intensify process
we started in previous period and which is related
to defining and valuation of all forest functions for
society. We tried during the Workshop “Valuation
of Forest Ecosystem Services”, held in Belgrade in
September 2014, to sublimate results of numerous
projects on global and regional level and provide
new essence and guidelines for future work. This
work needs to be continued so that we would be
able to show to the society that these values of forest functions and services are many times higher
than produced wood.
Showing to the society that 1m3 of produced clean
air, 1hl of maintained clean water, 1m3 of protected
soil, 1 protected plant or animal species have the
value through sustainable forest management will
enable forest sector to facilitate development of
realistic bio-economy and creation on decent green
jobs based on solid foundation.
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SLOVENIA

Mr Miha Marenče
State Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry
and Food

management will have to be improved. At the same
time, also development of environment-friendly innovations and technologies will have to be supported; as there are a number of concepts connected to
green economy (green growth, circular economy,
efficient use of resources, industrial symbiosis and
sustainable development).

We live in a period in which we face numerous
global challenges, population growth, increasing industrial production, excessive burdens on the environment, decreasing biodiversity, shrinking habitats
and increasing pressure on forests and forest space.
At the same time, expectations by forest owners
as well as by whole society regarding forests are
growing. This is why future development needs to
be directed towards green economy, meaning environmentally responsible economy which would at
the same time secure our needs. Certainly, forests
and the forestry sector have a fundamental role
in green economy. This is where numerous new
opportunities are opening for new, green jobs, new
products and services, for the strengthening of all
the functions of forests, rural development and for
new research and development in the area of green
technologies.

For such a transition, the widest possible dialogue
needs to be fostered, which is why Slovenia has
foreseen the constitution of a Partnership for green
growth bringing together representatives of the Slovenian Government and other stakeholders. This
process i.e. partnership will guarantee:
· setting up an active and permanent dialogue
with key stakeholders;
· connecting existing policies and activities and
their upgrading on the basis of new information obtained regarding the potentials of the
economy and wider society;
· enabling an increase in general awareness of
the importance of green economy;
· accelerating knowledge transfer and connections between stakeholders for a transition
towards green entrepreneurial practices and
development of green jobs, products and
knowledge;
· preparation of indicators and monitoring of
progress of green economy.

Through its experience, the forestry sector can assist in the transition of the other industries towards
green economy.
Slovenia has recognised that, for the transition
towards green economy, pan-European as well as
national activities are needed. This is why in Slovenia we have prepared the Framework programme
for transition towards green economy with the Plan
of activities of the competent authorities for the
years 2015-2016.

Also, a platform will be set up containing examples
of best practices in the form of a web portal. There
is an example of best practice in forest management in Slovenia. One of the important potentials in
the transition towards green economy in Slovenia
is creating green jobs in forest-wood chains which
represent a synergy between the sustainable use of
natural resources and economic development.

This is a document that will connect the ministries
and other stakeholders in the process of transition
towards green economy. Of course, for this transition, the current models of economy and consumption will have to be transformed into more sustainable and environment-friendly and natural resource

This is why Slovenia believes that the transition
towards green economy has to represent a strategic
orientation, in which the forestry sector has to fulfil
its crucial role, which is why Slovenia supports the
Madrid Ministerial Resolution Nº 1 »Forest sector in
the centre of Green Economy«.
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SWEDEN

Mr Sven-Erik Bucht
Minister of Rural Affairs
Ministry of Enterprise and Innovation

Excellences, ladies & gentlemen,
I was born in, grew up in, and I still live in, the taiga
– the snow forest. High up in the north, the top of Europe. The biggest forest on the planet, that crosses
the continents in a great, green ring around the roof
of the world.
So it is good to be here, with you as the friends of
the forests of Europe. Because the forest means so
much. Not just to me.
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70 percent of Sweden is covered by forests. More
than 28 million hectares. Our green gold, as we call
it. It helped our nation to rise from poverty and to
build our modern economy, and our modern society. Today, much of the wealth of my country still
comes from those forests. And today, much of the
world speaks of the green economy.
When I think about the green economy, I think, of
course, about our forests. About how we must look
after them. About how we can manage & sustain
them. About how we can care for & maximise the
many eco-system services they give us.
I also think about how many people make a living
in, and with, our forests. Of our over 15 billion euros,
every year, in exports.
Of our bioenergy – at 32 percent, the biggest source
of energy in Sweden. Bigger than nuclear power.
And, yes, bigger than oil. When the oil came, we, and
our economy, were moved from the old bio-based
- to oil-based. But now everything that was made
from oil can be made with products from the forest.
So when I think of a green economy I also see a
future. A vision of a true bio-based economy. A
natural – and now a very possible vision.

Now is the time to move forward, towards modern
bio-based economies. In balance with our planet.
In balance with its riches. Towards sustainable
societies that replace the blackness of oil with the
greens of our forests. Towards more green, decent
jobs. Long-term jobs/work, with fair conditions, in
all areas. Jobs that include new Europeans, youth
- and women. Because there is no future that will
fully work without real equality for over half the
population.
And all the vital rest a green economy, and our
forests, give clean air & clean water, biodiversity and
beauty, health & recreation.
In Sweden we want to go forward even more. We
want to take a great step towards a new bio-based
future. We want to take strong action, based on
stronger, better understanding.
So I have started the process for the first National
Forest Program in the history of Sweden. To ask for
the best ideas focused on the forests that surround
us and unite us.
I also turn to you, my friends of the forests of Europe. We too need to work together better, & closer.
Because too many others do not understand the
specifics of our forests & forestry in Europe. Just like
perhaps, they do not know that the shape of their
Christmas tree… is shaped that way to shed snow.
We face more questions from other sectors than
ever before. The European Commission’s plan
for renewable energy is one example. This could
deeply affect our national forest policies. We need
to show where for decades European states have
taken their responsibilities in our forests. And the
lesson we have learnt, and the tools we have in
place. We need to be open. We need to explore how
we can best answer the questions from other sectors. The updated indicator set is one step. More can
be done.
FOREST EUROPE, ladies & gentlemen should be
leading from the front.

Roundtable 1: Forests in the centre of a green economy

So in conclusion, when I need to be inspired, and
renew my own energy, I leave home, and walk in
the taiga – in the snow forest. I know I can also be
inspired, and find new energy working together
with you – the friends of the forest.
Thank you.
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Group of ‘socioeconomic organizations’
Association Internationale Forêts Mediterranéennes
(AIFM)
Council of European Foresters (CEF)
Union of European Foresters (UEF)
Mr Marian Stoicescu
Vicepresident
CEF

The FOREST EUROPE observer organizations included in the Socioeconomic Organizations Group
are:
· Association Internationale Forêts Mediterranéennes (AIFM)
· Council of European Foresters (CEF)
· Union of European Foresters (UEF)
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The 7th Ministerial Conference is a very important
event for the European forestry sector to demonstrate that forests are the centre of the green
economy in each European country, to analyze the
possibilities of protecting the forests in a changing
environment and to present global challenges for
forestry sector at European level and in each European country.
The future of European forests, their preservation
and sustainable development, represent the future
of the next generations and the future of Europe.
To find solutions to current and future challenges
of European forests in a changing environment, it is
required the cooperation of European institutions,
of the governments of European countries, of the
national forest authorities with the environmental
organizations, forest owners’ organizations, foresters’ organizations, forestry investment banks,
forestry student associations and with the scientific forestry community and more generally with

relevant representatives of the civil society and
stakeholders.
In this regard, the Socioeconomic Organizations
Group proposes to the 7th Ministerial Conference of
FOREST EUROPE:
• The role, activity and the expertise of the foresters, stakeholders, representatives of the civil
society, of the regional, national or international
foresters’ organizations in forestry sector must
be taken into account when developing forest
strategies and forest policies at national and
international level to ensure sustainable forest
management of all forests.
• The European foresters’ proposals to the national
and international institutions and authorities are
to ensure sustainable forest management to all
the forests and to consider equally the ecological,
social and economic functions of forests.
• Forestry sector, through sustainable forest management, can provide jobs for all socio-economic
categories who work in this sector, helping to
eradicate the poverty of the population in this
area.
• Education and forestry research should be
strengthened through forest strategy at national
and international level, given their contribution
to the future of forests and the life.
The Socioeconomic Organizations Group appreciates the achievements of the FOREST EUROPE process and considers the FOREST EUROPE process an
assurance of the future of the European forests.
The 25 years of FOREST EUROPE activity is an acknowledgment of the role and importance of forests
in Europe and this process should continue.

Roundtable 1: Forests in the centre of a green economy
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Thematic Session:
		 Presentation of the
updated set
of pan-European
		 indicators for SFM

Mr Jari Parviainen (LUKE) presented the updated
pan-European set of indicators for sustainable
forest management (SFM), and described the main
political concerns that the updated set is meant to
address. His presentation is included in Annex 3.
Since the first set of pan-European indicators for
SFM in 1998 and its improvement in 2003, experience has shown that SFM criteria and indicators
are a very important tool for European forest
policy. Nevertheless, due to the improvement of
knowledge and data collection systems, as well
as to the new current and upcoming information
needs, an update of the indicators was needed.
Thus, in an Expert Level Meeting held on January
2015, the FOREST EUROPE signatories decided to
update the existing set of Pan-European Indicators
for SFM.
42

The updating of the SFM indicators responds,
therefore, to a general demand in the last years,
asking to revise the set in the light of the development of scientific knowledge on forests, the threats

and pressures affecting them, and the demands for
forest-related information coming from other sectors, such as climate change, biodiversity, or energy,
just to mention a few.
The updated pan-European set of indicators for
SFM, adopted by the Expert Level Meeting (ELM)
on 1 July 2015 and presented and endorsed by the
FOREST EUROPE signatories at the 7th FOREST
EUROPE Ministerial Conference (Annexed to the
Madrid Ministerial Declaration), is the result of an
intensive process that included a participatory
phase involving all FOREST EUROPE signatories
and observer organizations, as well as representatives of stakeholders, other sectors and processes
related to or interested in the SFM indicators, and
the establishing of an Advisory Group composed of
country representatives, stakeholders and experts
to facilitate the updating process.
The updated pan-European indicators for SFM and
related information can be found at:
http://www.foresteurope.org/sfm_criteria/criteria

Thematic Session: Presentation of the updated set of pan-European indicators for SFM
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		Roundtable 2:
Protection of forests
					in a changing
				environment

BULGARIA

Mr Gueorgui Kostov
Deputy Minister
Ministry of Agriculture and Food

Dear Minister Isabela Tejerina,
Dear Minister Jahnatek,
Dear distinguished guests and colleagues,
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We all know that the forests are factor of vital importance for the survival and development of the
human civilization. They are basic element for the
maintenance and improvement of the environment
to ensure sustainable development and prosperity
of the society. During the FOREST EUROPE process
we reach higher understanding both on the society
and high political level. The documents we are
going to sign proof our wish to ensure better future
for our children. Another result is that sustainable
and multifunctional forest management became a
common concept and a contemporary paradigm
of the forest policy. But there are still many challenges ahead. Part of our societies accepts the
natural assets as free granted. The fast changes in
the environment and the economic crises enhance
the pressure on the forests. This requires to improve
their proactive adaptive management.
In Bulgaria forest protection and development of
forestry traditionally have been considered as a
priority of the national policy. Forests cover 37% of
the country’s territory and conserve more than 80%
of the protected plants and more than 60% of the
protected animal species in the country. About 57%
of the forest areas are included in the ecological
network “Natura 2000”. In the recent years number
of national programs and strategic documents to
support the sustainable forest management were
elaborated and adopted, reflecting both the adverse
climatic change and the increased anthropogenic
pressure on the forest ecosystems, as a result of the
prolonged economic stagnation in the country. In
the Program of the government for the period 2014-

2018 two priorities regarding the forest sector are
included: “Sustainable and multifunctional forest
management” and “ Legislative measures to prevent
illegal activities.” In 2013 a National Strategy for the
development of the forest sector in the Republic
of Bulgaria for the period 2013 - 2020 was adopted
by the Council of Ministers and in 2014 a Strategic
Plan for the development of the forest sector for
the period 2013-2023 was endorsed by the Minister
of Agriculture and Food. In these two documents
particular attention is paid to the protection of
forests and their adaptation to climate change and
concrete actions to achieve these priorities are set.
Furthermore, within the international project FUTURE FOREST under INTERREG C IV Programme
of the EU a “Programme of measures for adaptation
of the Bulgarian forests to the climate change” was
developed and approved by the Minister of Agriculture and Food.
A major problem for the implementation of the
planned actions for protection of the forests, set
in the strategic documents, is the lack of sufficient
funding. Therefore, in the Forestry Act, adopted
in 2011, for the first time the need of payment for
ecosystem services from the forests was regulated.
The Law stipulates the development of an Ordinance defining the compensations for reimbursement of the forest ecosystem services of public
benefit, which should define the methods for their
valuation. This legislative initiative aims to provide
financial support for the forest owners who spend
money to maintain and improve the ecosystem
functions of their forests. Without such support
and in the conditions of constantly deteriorating
environment due to the climate change, there is a
real risk the ecosystems to lose part of their regulatory and supportive environmental functions. This
will cause a chain reaction of loss of biodiversity,
reduction of water resources, increased soil erosion
and land degradation, worsening the conditions for
agriculture, etc.
In Ministerial Resolution 2 it is emphasized the
necessity to enhance the international cooperation in the field of forest protection. Indeed, natural
disasters do not respect national borders and them
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control requires collective efforts of all parties
concerned. In this regard, in 2015 Bulgaria initiated
the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding
between the Balkan countries in the sphere of sustainable management and protection of forests and
for the establishment of Forum “Balkan forests.” The
purpose of this Forum is to create effective relations
at operational level between the forest departments in the countries from the Balkan region and
to ensure a rapid and adequate response to risks of
natural disasters or accidents affecting the rural areas in the border regions. Until now, the Memorandum was sign by five countries - Bulgaria, Albania,
Kosovo, Montenegro and Bosnia and Herzegovina.

FOREST EUROPE process has proven its effectiveness for enhancing the international cooperation
and coordination in addressing important issues for
the forest sector. Taking into consideration the noted in the Ministerial Decision of this forum necessity to re-examine the challenges and opportunities
for the future development of FOREST EUROPE, we
believe that the protection of forests, their adaptation to the climate change and adequate financial
support, through compensation for ecosystem services inclusive, should be underlined as priorities
in the future work of this political process.
Thank you for your attention!
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CROATIA

Mr Domagoj Križaj
Assistant Minister
Ministry of Agriculture

Your Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies
and Gentlemen,
It is my great honour and pleasure to greet this high
Assembly, and particularly our Spanish hosts, at
the conclusion of another multi-annual stage of
challenging and demanding work on current panEuropean forestry issues
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There are many goods and services provided by
forests, but above all there is a vital role of the forest in the achieving overall sustainable economic
and social development as well as environmental
protection. Goals such as increasing the role of forest in mitigating consequences of climate change,
production of forest biomass as a renewable energy
source, preservation and supply of fresh water, as
well as many others are in direct interaction with
the forests and they all seek the unconditional
application of sustainable forest management
principles. Republic of Croatia is following that idea/
principle for already 250 years since the first Forest
Law has been established with the clear idea of sustainable forest management in our country. By our
opinion this management principle as well as full
support of the development of natural forests will
continue in the future to be the effective tools and
guarantee for forest preservation and continuation
of delivering their goods and services in changeable environmental conditions. In order to achieve
that, it is necessary for all stakeholders to join their
efforts and reach greater coordination, collaboration and synergy of performance, primarily by
reviewing, adjusting or improving national legislation, policies, and priorities as well as by strengthening forest law enforcement and promoting good
governance at all levels.
Today, more than ever, the adaptation of forests to
climate change is one of the fundamental forestry

missions relevant not only for the preservation of
forests but for the preservation of humankind itself.
We hope that this time, as same as in some earlier
negotiations, importance of forests in mitigating
climate change through carbon sequestration will
be again well recognized and acknowledged.
In the light of current world population growth
it is easy to predict an inevitable growth of need
for ever more new resources, especially due to
increasing of food and water requirements. Possible answer to this challenge is lying in creation of
such “green” forms of economy which will improve
human well-being and increase social equity while
significantly reducing environmental risks and
ecological scarcities. The role of forests in achieving
those goals is of paramount importance. Furthermore, we should tackle forest degradation; create
an enabling environment for forest related investments as well as to promote trade in forest products
from sustainably managed and legally harvested
forests.
We must not disregard the fact that a wide range of
factors influences preservation and endangers biodiversity. Being dedicated to the preservation of the
rich forest biodiversity of the Republic of Croatia,
we are able to testify by example that a high forest
biodiversity level in a relatively small area is a true
reflection of sustainable forest management. Furthermore, we can say that sustainable forest management is the very guarantee for the preservation,
renewal and enrichment of biodiversity related to
the forest. Therefore, the idea of integration of the
biodiversity conservation into forest management
as well as integration of biodiversity plans into the
forest management plans in the future for us is very
welcomed and acceptable.
In regard to resources, we cannot fail to mention
the topic of renewable energy sources and, among
them, forest biomass. It is the field which poses additional, demanding tasks and challenges to foresters in order to meet the fundamental conditions: a
consistent sustainable forest management coexistent with an increased supply of wood.
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The interaction of forestry and other economy
sectors, especially rural development, can open up
numerous and important opportunities for stable
development and the creation of a new added
value for all parties involved in such cooperation.
Today’s global challenges and threats to the forests,
as well as the immeasurable contribution of the
forests to the existential needs of mankind, commit
us to a consolidated, comprehensive and efficient
engagement to find quality solutions.
Thank you for your attention.

49

CYPRUS

Mr Nicos Kouyialis
Minister
Ministry of Agriculture, Rural
Development and Environment

Dear Chair, Dear Co-chair,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,
I would like to congratulate and thank the Governments of Spain and Slovakia for hosting the 7th FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference, in the beautiful city of Madrid.
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It is a pleasure and a great honor to address the
conference. On behalf of the Government of the
Republic of Cyprus, I would like to reaffirm our support to this voluntary high level political process for
forests in Europe and to express our appreciation
for the work done during the 25 years of its existence, especially on strengthening and implementing sustainable forest management.
Sustainably managed forests provide a wide range
of ecological, economic and social services vital for
humankind, locally, regionally and globally. However, and as a result of the changing environment,
the most important ones today are,
· the contribution of forests towards a green biobased economy, and
· their role in addressing the two most pressing
environmental challenges,
- the climate change mitigation, and
- the conservation of biological diversity.
More and more broad planning instruments, like
for example in EU, Europe 2020 Strategy and
other 2020 targets, make use of the role of forests
in achieving broader societal goals. This is a good
indicator that forests started attracting the proper
political attention and not just a mere recognition of
their importance.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Forests are highly complex ecosystems threatened
by numerous internal and external agents. The
threats may differ, even within the same region,
from north to south, from east to west, but we all
agree that, due to the trans-boundary nature or
effect of most of the threats, like fires, pests and
diseases, we should find ways to strengthen cooperation at international level to support the combating of these threats. Different course of actions are
needed and the three most contentious ones are:
· first, to develop the proper legislative and
policy instruments and tools to cope with the
full disaster cycle of these threats, from prevention to restoration
· second, to reinforce response capacity in the
spirit of solidarity to cope with large scale disasters, and
· third, to enhance coordination of actions in
case of large scale trans-boundary disasters.
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Cyprus would like first to share the view that the
set of institutions governing forest policy matters is
complex, difficult to navigate and prone to produce
conflict and suboptimal outcomes. We would like to
see an end to this fragmentation by moving forest
matters from other policies like climate, conservation of biodiversity, and combating desertification,
under sustainable forest management. But, what
is even more important is to maintain integrated
forest management, for fragmenting its implementation will be detrimental.
Allow me to elaborate more on the issue of forest
protection cost, which seems to be more pronounced in the Mediterranean region. We spend
too much on protection without any financial
returns to ensure availability of funds. Today, the
cost just for combating fires in Cyprus is as high as
€84/ha. We need to address the issue of financing
forest protection, as climate change exasperates
fire threats, costs are continuously rising, as well as
the demands on biodiversity conservation. Hence,
we strongly support actions to employ extended
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economic analysis for measures to be taken, while
incorporating in national accounts environmental
resources. To this end, we consider the payment for
forest ecosystem services, and support the relevant
proposed actions in the Ministerial Resolution 1.
Excellencies, distinguished delegates,
By securing the future of our forests we secure life
on this planet, so let our work focus on sustainable
forest management, promoting green and bio-based
low carbon economy and green jobs.
Thank you.
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ESTONIA

Mr Marku Lamp
Deputy Secretary General
Ministry of the Environment

Honourable Ministers, Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen
The last 25 years has been a very productive period
for promoting sustainable forest management in
Europe. The contribution of FOREST EUROPE in it
has been paramount.
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Sustainable forest management, as agreed within
FOREST EUROPE, is a proven way to ensure forestry
contributes to achieving multiple objectives. As
a result forest sector with its numerous roles has
rightly been located at the centre of discussions
on climate change, nature conservation and green
economy.
To fulfil these functions, forests have to be viable,
productive and managed responsibly. This knowledge has been available already for hundreds of
years and put into practice everywhere in Europe.
But growing needs and changes in natural conditions make forest management more challenging in
the future. To withstand changes in temperatures,
amount of precipitation, storms and damages made
by harmful pests, more research, co-operation and
investments in silviculture and forest infrastructure
is needed.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
forests do not pose a problem regarding climate
change, but offer a part of solution. In order to mitigate climate change, the use of renewable resources
including the use of wood can be increased in

Europe. This must be achieved without threatening the diversity of species in our forests. In Estonia
the National Forest Programme 2020 foresees the
increase in the use of wood in industry and energy
sector. The Programme equally includes the objective to preserve forest habitats by strictly protecting
at least 10% of our forests. We have already succeeded with this objective.
To illustrate the importance of forestry at national
level - in Estonia wood and food are equal products
of green economy, providing the same amount
of employment and added value gained through
efficient use of land and processing of renewable
materials. Investments soon to be made into renewable energy sector will raise the importance of
forestry even further.
As referred earlier - by sustainably managing
our forests we can contribute to climate change
mitigation and green economy goals by enhancing
carbon sequestration in forests, producing wood
products and replacing fossil fuels with wood. As
concluded in Innovation and Investment Forum
of World Forestry Congress in Durban this September: everything that can be made out of oil and gas
today can be made out of wood tomorrow. This is
the way we want to go.
It is therefore essential for Estonia that the outcome
of this FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference
as well as future climate framework to be agreed
in Paris would enable forest sector to continue to
contribute to climate policy objectives and green
economy. I believe that if our forests are managed
sustainably, they will be viable and productive,
continue to provide ecosystem services, habitats
to different species and income, employment and
recreational possibilities to local people.
Thank you for your attention!
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TURKEY

Mr Ismail Üzmez
General Director of Forestry
Ministry of Forestry and Water Affairs

Madame Chair, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of Turkish delegation, I would like to express our gratefulness to the Spanish Government,
Liaison Unit Madrid and the others for the successful organization of this FOREST EUROPE 7th Ministerial Conference in this beautiful city, Madrid.
Since its establishment, one of the focuses of FOREST EUROPE has been to develop strategies on the
protection and management of forests to provide
multiple goods and services in a sustainable manner.
As one of the signatories of FOREST EUROPE, Turkey has attached great importance to enhancing
sustainable forest management through the resolutions and guidance provided by the process.
Today, there are many challenges related to forest
protection such as forest fires, forest pests and diseases, storms, desertification, growing population,
climate change, land use changes. The effects of
climate change have become visible in recent years
as we experienced a series of natural disturbances
and witnessed increased number of forest fires
which has been considered to be the most important threat in Turkey as 60 % of Turkey’s forests are
located in fire sensitive regions.

Since more than 90% of these fires are humaninduced, raising awareness on the issue is the
most important thing. In this regard, Turkish Forest
Service-GDF prepares informative and warning
booklets, posters, flyers etc. and distributes them to
the target groups. We also prepare spot films about
the importance of the forest protection for broadcasting on the national and local TV Channels,
especially during the fire season.
Madame Chair, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,
In order to handle above-mentioned challenges,
many actions could be done, including;
· Improve forest monitoring to have better information on forest status,
· Increase the work on adaptation of forests
and forest management to climate change to
prevent and mitigate the damage caused by
changing conditions,
· Develop the Signatories’ capacity, including
through technical assistance, to enable them to
fulfill the commitments under FOREST EUROPE process,
· Share expertise and experiences in the region
and reinforce collaboration between countries on the restoration and rehabilitation of
degraded forests, prevention of forest fires and
fighting against forest fires, the spread of pests
and diseases as well as any other transboundary threats. In this sense, we are ready to share
our experiences on forest fire fighting at the
recently founded center, namely International
Forestry Training Center in Antalya.
Thank you.
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ICELAND

Mr Jón Geir Pétursson
Director General of Land and
Natural Heritage
Ministry for the Environment
and Natural Resources
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Iceland welcomes the Madrid Ministerial Resolution on the Protection of forests in a changing
environment and its reaffirmation of strengthening
European cooperation in the protection of European forests. In today‘s world, there is actually no such
thing as isolation. Trade and travel increase. The climate and other environmental issues change. Ever
greater demands are placed on forest productivity
and at the same time on increased nature protection. Sustainable forest management becomes ever
more challenging. Therefore we need efficient European forest cooperation to cope with changes.
Taking the case of Iceland – it comes with an early
history of unsustainable land use practices, successive forest degradation and almost total depletion
of the native forests and woodlands. Therefore, few
if any know better the outcomes of failing to reach
sustainable forest management and the outcomes
when failing to secure the important forest protective functions.
In Iceland, we often speak of the period from 1960
to 1990 as the time when we gained the knowledge
and experience that allowed us to greatly increase
afforestation and reclamation of forest protective
functions. But that knowledge base is no longer sufficient when coping with the changing environment.
We see new potentially serious forest pests regularly
becoming established and the rate increases as
the climate warms. Some pioneer tree species we
planted over large areas are no longer viable in large
parts of lowland Iceland due to mild winters.

We must deal with these issues in a responsible
manner. The forest sector bears responsibility for
providing a host of important economic, environmental and social benefits. We should and do take
this responsibility seriously. The FOREST EUROPE
process can there play an important role in the
years to come. There is a need to advance information exchange on the pan-European level on management experiences in maintaining the important
protective forest functions of forests in a changing
environment, including storms and floods, as to
deal with erosion and other natural hazards.
Humanity is struggling to find solutions to mitigate
climate change. There are great expectations for the
upcoming climate summit in Paris in a few weeks’
time that hopefully will become a milestone in
that joint effort. We are truly experiencing a new
era influenced by the immense human impact on
our common environment, an era framed as the
Anthropocene. Therefore, while we seek to mitigate
climate change, we must concurrently adapt. We
humans are good at adapting, but the same cannot
be said for many tree species.
An important part of the FOREST EUROPE Madrid
resolution - that Iceland wants to highlight – is the
promotion of interaction between research, policy
making and forest management on our changing environment, both at the Pan-European and
National levels. Considering the changes in environment that are likely to take place, traditional knowledge and business as usual may not serve us well.
Preventing ecosystem change may be impossible. A
strategy centered on keeping things largely as they
are, will likely fail. We need to update and advance
our knowledge base through greatly increased
forest research. We must be able to act based on
scientific knowledge to adapt to the environmental
changes ahead.
Thank you.
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LIECHTENSTEIN

Mr Helmut Kindle
Director of Environment
Ministry for Infrastructure,
Environment and Sport

Liechtenstein is a small country within the Alpine
Region. During the past 50 years land use has
changed dramatically. Today we have large, not
fragmented forests in the slopes and steeper terrain. Wide spread settlement areas lay at the foot
of our mountain ranges and traffic and touristic
infrastructure occur even in mountainous regions.
More than 50 % of our forests protect infrastructures against natural hazards. Therefore the protective functions of our alpine forests, their stability
and resilience to threats and natural hazards are
of utmost importance. To preserve these functions
our forestry policy and forest management aims
at natural, multi-layered mixed forests with corresponding silvicultural land use and sustainable
forest management. This also involves the control
of game population density as a basis for forest
regeneration.

During the past 25 years these approaches lead
to good success. However problems remain with
respect to forest regeneration, above all in more
highly situated areas. Additionally, we face new
challenges in consequence of climate change,
raising temperatures and changing water regimes.
Although some effects of these changing environmental parameters occur slowly, we have to react
and make the right decisions today. In the long
term, essential factors for the stability of our forests
are the preservation of local genetic resources and
a high biodiversity combined with sustainable forest management. For a short period we will have to
focus on the control of new invasive species which
threaten the stability of our alpine forests.
For a small country like Liechtenstein international
collaboration, exchange of information and especially
direct cross border cooperation is essential to learn
from each other and find the right strategies for the protection of forests. This is particularly the case in a changing environment. Therefore, Liechtenstein is party of
the Alpine Convention and its protocol on mountain
forests. Considering the changing environment with its
influence on forest functions also wider international
collaboration will become more important in the future.
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LITHUANIA

Mr Kęstutis Trečiokas
Minister
Ministry of Environment

Madam Chair,
Excellencies,
Distinguished delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
First of all, let me express our gratitude to the Government of Spain for organizing this conference.
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FOREST EUROPE process during 25 years of its
history without any doubt had great influence
to promoting sustainable forest management in
pan-European region. It also to a big extent had
influenced Lithuania’s forest policy, legislation and
forest management practices.
Lithuania is fully aware of forest challenges related
to climate change, natural hazards, forest degradation and fragmentation, biodiversity loss and others.
Therefore, we recognise growing importance of
forest protection while facing these new challenges
and threats to forests.
Our national experience confirms that Sustainable Forest Management is one of the best tools
in protecting forests. SFM supported by advanced
forest management planning, practices, innovative
technologies and solutions enables us to ensure
stability, vitality and resistance of forest ecosystems
as well as regenerative, adaptive and mitigating
capacity of forests.
Afforestation is one of the most important activities
to combat climate change and mitigate its negative
consequences. In this regard protection and appropriate use of forest genetic resources is very important. In our understanding afforestation activities

first of all should be based on native tree species,
which are better adapted to local conditions and
more resilient to natural hazards.
In order to protect forests and prevent the reduction of forest land due to land-use changes, Lithuania has introduced special forestry legislation.
In case of land-use change, all forest owners must
plant new forest on their own land or pay compensation, which is used to plant and maintain new
forests. This system along with afforestation activities enables us to secure stable and continuous
increase of forest area in spite of growing society
needs for other land uses such as infrastructure development, urbanization and agriculture. Due to a
consistent forest policy, forest area in Lithuania has
increased by 2 percent during the last 10 years and
today forests are covering 1/3 of country’s territory.
Madam Chair, let me also highlight the importance
of conventional sanitary and forest fire protection
measures which are very important in relation
to climate change. Many threats to forests such
as storms, floods, fires, spread of forest pets and
diseases, have transboundary nature. Therefore,
we need to reinforce cooperation among countries
on prevention and fight against these threats and to
implement corresponding joint measures.
It is very important to emphasize that in fast changing environment Europe’s forests and forestry can’t
be dealt alone. We are convinced that coherence of
different cross-sectorial policies and cooperation
with other forest related areas is crucial to properly
and timely address forest challenges and threats.
Finally, Madam Chair and colleagues,
Lithuania welcomes Madrid Ministerial Resolution
on Protection of forests and believes that our joint
efforts at regional and national levels will ensure
achieving of significant results on protection of
forests in Europe.
Thank you for your attention!
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SLOVAK
REPUBLIC
Mr Ľubomír Jahnátek
Minister
Ministry of Agriculture and
Rural Development

Your Excellency Minister, Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
let me briefly express our views on the question of
forest protection in a changing environment which
is one of the main topics of the Seventh Ministerial
Conference.
Some decades ago, a need for protecting forests
against trans-boundary effects of threats was an
incentive for initiating international cooperation on
forests. In the European region, this agenda brought
a ground for the process of the Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe which
celebrates its 25 years anniversary this year.
Forest protection, as a topic of international cooperation, has not lost its relevance. Other way round, in
changed and continuously changing environment,
it became more urgent and complex in terms of a
need to identify proper solutions and approaches.
Global problems, such as climate change and
biodiversity loss, are addressed in a significantly
different context today as it was thirty years ago.
The change, we have been observing during last
decades, does not involve environmental conditions only. Socio-economic conditions and public
perception of importance of and need for protecting forests also represent important factors which
impact on implementing forest protection and have
changed as well.
From these reasons, I appreciate the fact that the
ministerial resolution 2 reaffirms a position of
forest protection as an integral part of the concept
of sustainable forest management. This gives an important political signal towards other policy areas
and sectors, specifically those addressing nature

conservation and biodiversity protection. This is
relevant for pan-European as well as national level.
Clear political positioning of forest protection is a
prerequisite to ensure its proper understanding by
all stakeholders.
The Slovak Republic has rich experiences in solving the consequences of calamity situations in forests in recent years. This situation is a consequence
of the changing environment as well. Experiences,
gained so far, showed that active forest protection
can significantly contribute to mitigating negative
impacts of threats on forests and preventing secondary calamity situations caused by bark beetle.
This difficult situation and different views on how
to solve it has caused, recently, that nature conservation in forests is considered as an issue of particular sensitivity in Slovakia. It is necessary to recall
that just sustainable forest management, which
means proper activity of forest owner, enabled, in
many cases in the past, to reach favourable status
of forest habitats from an overall societal viewpoint,
including from a viewpoint of nature conservation.
The favourable status of these forest areas consequently enabled to declare these areas as protected
pursuant to national and European Union law.
Therefore, it is clear that the role of forest owners in
protecting forest ecosystems is vital.
From these reasons, the Slovak Republic supports
the resolution 2 on Protection of Forests in a Changing Environment.
Finally, I would like to reiterate that the Slovak
Republic supports the content of other documents
adopted at the Expert Level Meeting and submitted to ministers for consideration and signature.
Said documents contain decisions which reaffirm
a mandate of the FOREST EUROPE process and determine its further strategic direction and priority
areas for work for next period.
In this regard, I would like to inform you that the
ministers of the Visegrad Group (V4) extended by
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Bulgaria, Romania and Slovenia met in Bratislava
in May this year. At this meeting of seven countries
with a long history of forestry, a joint position was
adopted expressing the view that FOREST EUROPE
should further serve as a high level political process
with a mandate to promote sustainable forest management in Europe.
Thank for your attention.
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UKRAINE

Ms Liubov Poliakova
Senior Officer of International
Cooperation Division
State Forest Resources Agency
On behalf of

Mr Oleksandr Kovalchuk
Head
State Forest Resources Agency

Excellencies, distinguished delegates, ladies and
gentlemen
Let me welcome you on behalf of 50 thousand
Ukrainian foresters. First of all I would like to
express my gratitude to the Governments of Spain
and Slovakia, as well as the Liaison Unit Madrid
for the excellent organization and conducting the
Seventh Ministerial Conference on the Protection of
Forests in Europe.
As you all know Ukraine is now in a difficult economic and political situation. Military actions in the
eastern part of Ukraine not only taken human lives
but also complicated not so easy ecological situation in the region.
Over the past two years forest fires have destroyed
5% of the total forest areas in the Lugansk and
Donetsk regions as soon as military operations and
mining of the territory make it impossible to extinguish them timely.
Questions of forest protection are under the close
consideration of Ukrainian foresters. In addition to
problems with forest fires in the eastern part of the
country there are also other issues, in particular
dying of secondary spruce stands in the Carpathian
region of Ukraine.
Ukrainian foresters are doing everything in their
power to preserve biodiversity, to support the stabil-

ity of the biosphere, to conserve and enhance forest
resources for the benefit of present and future
generations.
Over the past 4 years in Ukraine efforts aiming to
protect forests against fires strengthened qualitatively. During the fire hazardous period of 2013
Ukraine managed to avoid large-scale fires which
were widespread in European countries.
In this regard we welcome the strengthening of
cross-border cooperation aiming to prevent and
control hazards, the exchange of experience in rehabilitation of degraded forests and the development
of pan-European approach to forest protection.
Foresters do not need to prove the fact that forest
protection is an important component of sustainable forest management but we are pleased that the
resolution of today’s meeting underlines this. It is
crucial to public understanding that the conservation is not a panacea for forest protection. We have
not isolated cases where a limit on conducting forest operations in forests just leads to a deterioration
of forest condition.
Since we have a very full agenda today and tomorrow I would also like to provide Ukrainian support
to other issues addressed during the conference.
Cooperation between European foresters has
been going on for 25 years. We welcome the major
achievements of the process - the definition of
sustainable forest management and its criteria and
indicators. We are confident that the process of reviewing not only the indicators of sustainable forest
management but also their technical specifications
will lead to improving the quality of information on
the state of Europeans forests.
We also support the decision aiming to revise the
procedures of FOREST EUROPE and invite all countries to continue the fruitful cooperation between
European foresters in the interests of our common
future.
Thank you for your attention!
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Group of ‘scientific community’
Bioversity International European Forest Institute (EFI)
International Union of Forest Research Organisations
(IUFRO)
Mr Alexander Buck
Executive Director
IUFRO

Dear Chair, Your Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates and Colleagues,
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European forests have always been exposed to
natural disturbances. These play a key role in the
dynamics of forest ecosystems. However, Europe
is warming more rapidly than the global average.
More frequent heat waves, droughts and fires are
reducing the health and productivity of forests.
Urban sprawl, pollution and the expansion of
transport, commercial and industrial infrastructure
is compounding the increasing climatic threats. The
adaptive capacity of forests is also challenged by a
growing number of invasions by non-native insects,
pathogens, plants and other organisms, which alter
forest ecosystem properties and can have massive
economic impacts on forest resources.
Observations across Europe show that forest disturbance regimes have intensified in the past few
decades, and forests and society have become more
vulnerable to such events. Furthermore, disturbances are offsetting the gains from planting programmes
and the reforestation of abandoned agricultural land,
which have boosted Europe’s woodland area by 9 %
since 1990. Even though climate change is the main
driving force behind this intensification, factors such
as changes in the extent, structure and composition
of forests associated with forest and land-use policies and practices also have a strong influence on
the vulnerability of forests to disturbances.
Against this background, science has recognized
the need to move towards adaptive forest management in order to systematically address forest
disturbance risks and forest resilience as integral
parts of sustainable forest management.
Consequently, there is a need to integrate risks
more strongly into forest policies and strategies.

Since risks cannot be eliminated, it is important for
forest related policies to establish strategies and
identify trade-offs that make it possible to maintain these risks at “acceptable” levels. This would
particularly emerge through making forests more
resilient in economic, ecological and social terms.
Research emphasizes the crucial role of biodiversity as a key factor underlying the resilience
of forests and their ability to provide ecosystem
services in the future. Hence, management interventions should be aimed at maintaining and
enhancing genetic, species and ecosystem diversity
of forests across landscapes. Given the essential
role of genetic diversity for maintaining the evolutionary potential of species, it is necessary to
ensure adequate levels of such in breeding and
deployment of populations. In addition to managing our forests sustainably and maintaining them
in a healthy and diverse state, forest restoration and
the rehabilitation of degraded forests represents a
major opportunity to increase the resilience of our
rural and urban communities. Therefore, we welcome the commitment by the ministers responsible
for forests in Europe to exchange experiences on
restoration and rehabilitation and acknowledge the
potential contribution of this pan-European activity
to global restoration efforts.
The growing frequency and intensity of pests, wind
and wildfires are offsetting management strategies
that aim to increase forest carbon storage. Therefore,
it is important to recognize that forest adaptation
and mitigation are actually two sides of the same
coin. Without strengthening the adaptability of
forest ecosystems to changing climatic conditions,
forests will fail to provide net mitigation effects.
Forest protection is a transnational and global issue
requiring efficient communication and a strongly
co-ordinated science-policy-practice dialogue
across borders in order to maximise the impact of
the scientific and expert knowledge available.
Numerous scientific studies and political decisions
have called for more effective transfer of scientific
knowledge into practice. We believe that there is
a potential for the establishment of more direct
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science-policy interactions. This is especially with
a view to identifying emerging policy questions
and more systematically assessing their policy
implications. These could then be addressed by the
scientific organizations represented in the FOREST EUROPE process. EFI, IUFRO and Bioversity
International are committed to increasing cooperation and coordination among scientists from
different disciplines working on different forms of
disturbance. Our joint actions would aim to identify,
assess and present, in an organized way, scientific

knowledge related to questions emerging in policy
and practice. With the aim to enhance the sciencepolicy-practice dialogue in the future, we are committed to working with FOREST EUROPE in order to
leverage the full potential of existing science-policy
initiatives, including EFI’s Think Forest, IUFRO’s
Global Forest Expert Panels (GFEP), and Bioversity
International’s European Forests Genetic Resources
Programme (EUFORGEN).
Thank you for your attention.
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		 Change in the
General Coordinating
				Committee

SPAIN

Ms Begoña Nieto Gilarte
General Director for Rural
Development and Forest Policy
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and
the Environment
On behalf of

Ms Isabel García Tejerina
Minister
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and
the Environment

half of all those here present, I would like to convey
our sincere gratitude to our Norwegian colleagues
for their dedication and effort, and the work they
have done for this process. For many years, Norway
has played a pivotal role in shaping pan-European
policies on sustainable forest management, especially during Norway’s chairmanship, which culminated in the 6th Ministerial Conference in Oslo, in
2011. Norway will be remembered for their admirable work and dedication to the process during these
years. We hope they will be able to continue contributing to the FOREST EUROPE process, although
they are no longer members of the Committee.
Thank you very much.
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Distinguished delegates,

Ladies and gentlemen,

As has been the custom in the last conferences, the
time has come to change the composition of the General Coordinating Committee of FOREST EUROPE.
Thanks to this rotating scheme, guided, as far as possible, by the criteria of the geographical representation
of the pan-European region, many countries have
been given the possibility of sharing responsibility for
the process over the years it has existed. It has also
ensured that differences in perspectives, conditions
and challenges across Europe are reflected in the
priorities and work of FOREST EUROPE.

Allow me to inform you that Sweden has stated its
intention of becoming a member of the General
Coordinating Committee of FOREST EUROPE and
of assuming the corresponding responsibilities.
Therefore, on behalf of everyone here, I would like
to welcome the new member of the General Coordinating Committee: Sweden. Allow me to thank
Sweden for occupying the place left by Norway. I
am certain that northern Europe will be well represented, allowing the momentum of the process to
be maintained and enabling us to face future challenges in the region effectively.

Norway leaves the General Coordinating Committee today, after being a member since 1998. On be-

Thank you very much.
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NORWAY

Ms Hanne Maren Blåfjelldal
State Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture and Food

Thank you, chair, for giving me the opportunity to
say a few words.
This conference concludes the Norwegian period
as member of the General Coordinating Committee.
This has certainly been a long-term commitment –
we have been involved since 1998.
I would like to thank the other countries that were
part of the GCC during these years for good cooperation and fruitful discussions.

I am very pleased that Sweden has now accepted
to become a member of the GCC. It is good to know
that the Nordic countries will still be represented.
But most importantly, I am convinced that Sweden
will bring new energy into the coordination of the
FOREST EUROPE work, and that you will contribute
to bring FOREST EUROPE further during the coming
years.
Norway is still committed to FOREST EUROPE and
we look forward to cooperating with you all in the
years to come.
Thank you for your attention.
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SWEDEN

Mr Sven-Erik Bucht
Minister of Rural Affairs
Ministry of Enterprise and Innovation

President,
European forests friends,
Thank you!
I feel honoured to join the G.C.C.
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My priority will be a high level process for our
forests and for greater relevance & openness. I will
work hard and will work together with real leadership from us ministers, for the best of cooperation.
Cooperation that is dynamic and effective, for the
best, for our regional forests!
Thank you for trusting us.

Change in the General Coordinating Committee
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		Roundtable 3:
Global challenges to
			address at
				regional level

LUXEMBOURG

Ms Carole Dieschbourg
Minister
Ministry of the Environment

Dear Madame and Mister Co-Chairs
Distinguished Ministers,
Excellences,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
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I’m honored to address this 7th Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe. This
year we celebrate the 25th anniversary of FOREST
EUROPE and it is without a doubt that I can affirm
that FOREST EUROPE was and still is a key process
for the promotion of Sustainable Forest Management (SFM) in the pan-European region.
Ladies and Gentleman,
Please take a moment to picture yourself in a world
without forests.

CO2 from the atmosphere; carbon is then not only
incorporated in their biomass, but also stored in
dead organic matter and forest soils!
However, our forests also face new threats due to
climate change. I believe that it is our duty to take
action, in order to protect forests from climate
change and adapt them to it. Within this context,
Luxembourg has put in place a programme aiming
to increase the diversity of tree species, which is a
key factor for forests resilience.
In Paris during the COP21, we wish to reach a legally
binding agreement that will enable to keep global
warming below the 2°C. By adopting such an agreement and by having some fundamental principles
in key areas, like Monitoring, Reporting and Verification (MRV), it will be possible to enhance the protection of our forests.
Furthermore, by recently adopting the Agenda for
Sustainable Development 2030, we now have clear
goals and targets that we should strive to reach.
Ladies and Gentleman,
I’m convinced that by preserving the forests’ future,
we guarantee our own!

This would be a planet covered by deserts of sand,
where human life would be unthinkable. Sometimes, we do not realize how important forests are
and how many functions they deliver. We need to
keep in mind that forests are vital for the natural
equilibrium of our planet and our well-being.

Please let me remind you that FOREST EUROPE,
thanks to SFM, has been contributing over 25 years
to the achievement of several Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and I hope that this will go on.

They provide numerous ecosystem services, from
which, we all profit. From raw materials, to protection against extreme events such as floods and
droughts, passing by the psychological impact in
our lives, forest ecosystems have local, regional and
global significance.

Moreover, in the SDGs framework, we have committed ourselves towards a “land degradation-neutral
world” before 2030. With SFM, we intrinsically
contribute to the achievement of this goal. In fact,
the implementation of tools developed by FOREST
EUROPE has enabled the promotion of natureorientated forestry practices, thus protecting forest
ecosystems from degradations.

Let’s take the example of climate change, this being
tightly linked to forests with both local and global
implications.
Forests play a capital role thanks to their mitigation
capacity. European forests absorb huge amounts of

Also, in towns and cities, it is fundamental to rely
on “urban forests”, not only because they mitigate
the impacts caused by the urban development, but
also because they help to recuperate ecological
and above all, social functions. Luxembourg has
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performed a mapping of the services linked to the
cultural heritage in forest, in order to encourage the
population to use these services, in the context of
their leisure and professional activities.
Good management of silvicultural systems can also
be extrapolated to other sectors, such as agriculture. By banking on local projects like agroforestry,
we can take numerous benefits, not only for agriculture itself, but also for, inter alia, rural development
and biodiversity.
Nevertheless, to be efficient, this needs policy
coherence. Nationally, Luxembourg is developing
new forest legislation in straight collaboration with
all concerned sectors, but policy coherence must
go beyond boarders. I believe that by collaborating
in processes like FOREST EUROPE, we can build
bridges between nations and other sectors. I urge
all the actors here present, to continue the excel-

lent work and good cooperation, as well as putting
into practice all the adopted resolutions and decisions.
I would also like to announce that the Grand-Duchy
of Luxembourg welcomes the update of the panEuropean indicators for SFM, as adopted last July
the 1st in the Expert Level Meeting and that we will
use them accordingly.
Finally, Madame and Mister Co-chairs, I would also
like to express my gratitude to the Government of
Spain for its warm welcome, as well as, for all the
preparatory meetings having taken place under
your presidency. Finally, I would like to address my
best wishes to the Slovak Republic for the preparations of the 8th FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference.
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Thank you.

THE NETHERLANDS

Mr Rob Busink
Senior Policy Advisor
Ministry of Economic Affairs

Mister Chairman, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,
The government of the Netherlands likes to express
its gratitude to the governments of Spain and
Slowakia for preparing and hosting this Seventh
Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests
in Europe in the beautiful city of Madrid
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This Seventh Ministerial Conference takes place
in a year full of events that are important for the
European forest sector. Two of these events have
already taken place: the 11-th session of the UN
Forum on Forests and the UN General Assembly
session that agreed on the post 2015 agenda and its
Sustainable Development Goals which include also
forests. In December the UN Climate Conference in
Paris will take place.
Summarized: Forests are prominent on the international political agenda because they are part of the
solution of many global issues as climate change,
biodiversity, food security, and energy supply.
It is estimated that by 2050 the world population
will have reached 9 billion people or more, putting
a tremendous pressure on the natural resources
of our world. With this growing global population,
much of the current discourse on food security is
focused on increasing and expanding agricultural
production, quite often at the expense of natural
ecosystems. But also a higher demand for biofuels
and firewood are likely to take place at the expense
of our world’s forests.
But forests are also needed for food production:
hundreds of millions of people depend on forests
for their daily living, the forests give shade to the
crops, regulate regional climate and water supply,
and prevent erosion.

Success in meeting these challenges will require a
comprehensive approach of safeguarding food security, maintaining fiber and timber supply and, at
the same time, preserving biodiversity and reducing greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to climate
change.
Without any doubt sustainable forest management
in a global context plays a key role in dealing with
these challenges.
What to address at the regional level to meet these
challenges?
In our view the FOREST EUROPE process together
with the European Forestry Commission of FAO,
and the Committee on Forests and the Forest Industry of the UNECE, are jointly very important and
instrumental to translate and address global commitments and actions to the regional and national
level and, vice versa.
As trading nation we regard timber trade as an important issue and instrument to address.
Traders and end-users have a responsibility for
the products they supply and consume; they have
a responsibility for legal and sustainable forest
management, but they face unfair competition from
competitors that do not adhere to the rules and
regulations of timber production and trade. This
is the reason why we have amongst others the EU
Timber Regulation in the EU and the Lacey Act in
the US.
But despite these legal measures we are not there
yet; we still face enforcement and compliance
problems. Traceability of timber from sustainably
managed and legally harvested forests is still a critical element. The Paneuropean region is an important player in international timber trade, as well as
producer as consumer. Our region should be able
to contribute to a situation that only timber from
sustainably managed and legally harvested forests
can enter international global timber trade.
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We need to bring this debate from the bilateral to
the regional and from the regional to the international negotiating table.
Fortunately this emphasis on demand-side responsibilities is not only restricted to timber and timber
products. Also in other sectors many suppliers of
globally traded commodities such as soy and palm
oil are developing mechanisms to demonstrate the
legality and sustainability of underlying production
processes to avoid deforestation. The challenge to
reduce global deforestation needs also to be ad-

dressed at our regional level. We therefore need to
enhance cross-sectoral approaches at the regional
level; an approach that is also needed for fulfilling a
key role in the green economy as forest sector.
Ladies and Gentleman,
With all our experience, ambitions and institutions
in Europe we must be able to meet these challenges.
Thank you for your attention.
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ROMANIA

Mr Dan Popescu
Secretary of State
Ministry of Environment, Waters
and Forests

Dear Mr. Chairman,
Dear Ministers,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
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First we would like to praise the host country for
welcoming us to the 7th Ministerial Conference of
FOREST EUROPE, and to congratulate the Liaison
Unit Madrid for the efforts done in the last years in
promoting and enhancing the regional co-operation
in the benefit of the forest.
Supporting the sustainable forest management
in Europe and an increased role of the forests in
a green economy with a wise forest policy is a big
challenge that needs the entire support of all the
actors involved: policy makers, forest owners, forest research, and civil society. We must not forget
that the forest is closely linked with many other
components and for this reason the inter-sectorial
cooperation and the regional dialogue represents
the cathalysator for achieving the goals.
Is a strong link between forest use and economic
and social development, and their integration in the
Post – 2015 Development Agenda is essential. Apart
from their integral role in the national economy,
providing a wide range of environmental goods,
food, fuel, medicines, building and raw materials
for industrial processing, forest production has an
important part to play in a sustainable future in
which consumption and production are connected
in a closed cycle.
I would like to share some points on the Romanian
experience and the sustainability of the forest management in relation to the post – 2015 commitments.
Equally, I’d like to present the strategies of target –

achievement that Romania currently undergoes in
relation to the four global objectives on forests.
The priorities of the forestry sector in Romania are
reversing the loss of the forest cover, enhancing the
area and the quality of forests through afforestation,
reforestation and restoration. Actions consisting
in expanding forest vegetation, especially in the
plain areas, or the establishment of forest belts are
currently implemented by the Ministry of Environment, Waters and Forests, based on appropriate
funding i.e. the Land Reclamation Fund, Environment Fund, Conservation and Regeneration of
forest funds.
The main characteristics of the Romanian forest
management are: forest repartition by functional
zones, maintaining the natural composition of
forests; utilization of natural regeneration, maintaining a high-level rotation age for native forest species,
utilization of adequate forest cuttings to maintain
the ecological balance ensuring evolution towards
multi-use forests.
Forest conservation is one of the highest priorities
in the forestry legislation and the whole system of
forest management planning in Romania. The tool
used by foresters in order to promote forest conservation and sustainability is the “functional zoning”
system of the forests.
In line with the examples presented, Romania
reaffirms its strong commitment in the application
of the sustainable forest management, stresses the
importance of the multi-functionality of forests
and their sustainable management in facilitating
transformative change and addresses major challenges and emphasizes the important contribution
of the forests to the green economy in the context
of sustainable development. The wood beside solar,
wind, water and geothermal resources constitute
the green power of the Planet. It’s up to us, today
how we will manage in the future all this renewable
energy for having a healthy world. The mobilisation
of wood resources from sustainable forests managed must take into account the national inventories and must be supervised with efficient monitoring systems.
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Dear Ministers,
Ladies and gentleman
We are convinced of the important role of FOREST
EUROPE in reaching the forestry goals, in general,
and in ensuring environmental sustainability, in
particular. We also dare to believe in the usefulness
of the resolutions adopted by this conference to
increase the effectiveness and the efficiency of the
pan-European cooperation. We would therefore like
to reaffirm our commitment towards cooperation
within the FOREST EUROPE, to thanks for the good
achievements and to wish success to Slovak Republic in coordinating the ministerial process.
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RUSSIAN FEDERATION

Mr Alexander Panfilov
Deputy Head
Federal Forestry Agency

Dear Colleagues!
The fact that we are all gathered here today confirms the desire and willingness of our countries
to cooperate and develop joint actions in the field
of forest relations on the common pan-European
space.
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Forests do not have borders, but they are an important element of the ecological system of the planet.
The forests are interconnected with all natural
resources, responsive to changes in the natural and
climatic balance. This is the law of nature. This is
wisdom of nature.
In international relations, cooperation and mutual
respect of the parties are also the key to a stable
and efficient work. We are united by the desire to
ensure sustainable forest use and implementation
of sustainable forest management. I am convinced
that all the interested stakeholders should be
involved in the activities aimed at achieving these
goals. The main condition for successful work is its
conducting according to the clear, understandable
and transparent rules, recognized by all countries according to the rules of the United Nations.
The United Nations today and in the foreseeable
future is the structure, which has no equal in legitimacy, representativeness and universality. The UN
rightfully occupies the central place in the development of intergovernmental decisions defining
political priorities and ensuring improvement of the
regulatory and institutional framework, including in
the field of forestry.
At the same time, I am convinced that global challenges and current trends in forestry should be
reflected in regional forest strategies. These are the
tasks in the environmental field, aimed at mitigat-

ing the negative effects and adapting to climate
change, biodiversity conservation. These are the
goals in the social sphere, namely the preservation
of favorable conditions of human life, food security,
work safety and prestige of jobs in the forestry sector, the promotion of the status of professional education in forestry. In addition, the regional agenda
includes such global trends as the emergence of
“green” economy and encouraging sustainable multipurpose use of forest resources. In my opinion,
some of such regional problems of global significance are not yet fully understood by the international expert community. For example, this can be
said about the issue of studying and conserving
forests of the boreal zone that have great potential
for solving aforementioned global challenges.
Responsibility for the negotiation and adoption of
intergovernmental decisions in these and many
other issues related to the regional policy of sustainable forest management, as well as the control
over their implementation are the prerogative of
the relevant European intergovernmental bodies of
the United Nations.
However, a voluntary process “FOREST EUROPE” is
important as an additional platform for an open discussion between the parties at a high level. The voluntary status of “FOREST EUROPE” allows a greater
number of interested parties to inform about their
own positions and to take part in the discussion of
actual forest issues by implementing an open and
professional exchange of experience.
The proposals, developed by “FOREST EUROPE”
could make a valuable contribution to the work of
the official regional and international organisations.
This in practice would demonstrate the possibilities
of effective international cooperation.
The Russian Federation expresses its commitment
to strengthen the multilateral international cooperation in the field of forestry in the pan-European
region. We are convinced that only by joining our
efforts it is possible to ensure the balance of the
views of all parties, to build on the potential, and
avoid inefficient duplication of work.
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At the same time, we stress that the Russian Federation is in favor of preserving a voluntary and consultative nature of the “FOREST EUROPE” process and
doesn’t support its transformation into a forum for
developing a common pan-European forest policy.
In conclusion, I would like to note that Russia welcomes and respects the contribution of each party
to a joint official work on forests in the European

region and at the global fora in accordance with the
rules and regulations of the United Nations.
We would request to attach the present statement
of the Russian Federation to the official report of
the 7th ‘FOREST EUROPE’ Ministerial Conference
‘FOREST EUROPE’.
Thank you for attention!
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SPAIN

Mr José María Solano López
Vocal Advisor
Ministry of Agriculture, Food
and the Environment
On behalf of

Ms Isabel García Tejerina
Minister
Ministry of Agriculture, Food
and the Environment

Chairman, Ministers, distinguished delegates, ladies
and gentlemen,
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It is a pleasure to be at this round table with all of
you here in Madrid. Collective reflection and interaction are valuable tools for tackling the complex
question that now concerns us: What are the global
challenges to forests and how can we address them
on the regional level in Europe?
The 2015 international environmental agenda is
certainly providing a valuable acquis from which
we can identify the global challenges to forests
and the forestry sector in a world as complex and
interlinked as ours.
The 11th session of the United Nations Forum on
Forests and its renewed International Arrangement on Forests, the Financing for Development
Conference in Addis Ababa, the adoption of the
sustainable development goals in the 70th General
Assembly of the United Nations, the upcoming joint
meeting of the Committee on Forestry and Forestbased Industries of the United Nations Economic
Commission for Europe and the European Forestry
Commission of the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations, and finally, the 21st Conference of the Parties of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change have provided
a list of provisions, declarations, and future projects

which is quite possibly nothing like we have ever
had in the international sphere.
In Spain, we believe that our national forestry
policy should be inspired by and integrated into
the regional and global framework in order to be
useful and effective and serve the citizens both
within our country and abroad. Consequently, with
this in mind we have provided strong support to
the FOREST EUROPE process which, in its 25 years,
has achieved fundamental successes such as the
definition of “sustainable forest management”,
the pan-European guidelines on an operational
scale for sustainable forest management, the set of
criteria and indicators for monitoring and providing
information on sustainable forest management, not
to forget two and a half decades of open, constructive dialogue between the main players within the
European forestry arena.
The upcoming Conference of the Parties (COP 21)
of the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change is going to establish determining
factors which will affect the forestry sector on the
national, regional, and global level in the medium
and long term. The European Commission has
drawn up the “Paris Protocol” as a contribution to
express the EU vision in the 21st Conference of
the Parties of the Climate Change Convention. It
has also submitted the agreement of the EU and
its member states to reduce their greenhouse gas
emissions not included in the Montreal Protocol by
40% compared to 1990 levels. These gases include
carbon dioxide and the goal is to reach these levels
between 2021-2030. This goal explicitly involves the
forestry sector in reforestation, forestation, deforestation and forest management.
Involvement in such a big challenge, the huge
potential of forests to act as a mitigating agent, and
their need to adapt to climate change clearly show
that the sector’s increasing importance will require
momentous changes. We need to ask ourselves,
how can FOREST EUROPE help achieve this goal?
What FOREST EUROPE tools are ready to contribute
to this protocol or to the agreements that will come
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out of COP 21? What tools should we focus on establishing? Is it possible that this challenge will have
a call effect and all the FOREST EUROPE countries
will join?
The global goals and challenges that involve the
forestry sector are diverse and numerous. Some
of them may be from the same field while others
might find a single response from the forestry sector. The same forestry measures that contribute to
“neutral land degradation” could help improve the
balance of carbon dioxide emissions, sustainable
management, and forest recovery. In other words,
forests are at the heart of many solutions and needs
that arise from different political and institutional
perspectives. We will have to define what the forest
sector’s final practical responses will be and take
advantage of the multi-functionality of forests to
put them in their rightful place as a single solution
to a range of problems. Perhaps FOREST EUROPE

could develop a way to identify and develop this
type of multi-functional solution that forests offer.
However, multiple global policies could lead to
a complex response system with a risk of redundancy and inefficiency. In our opinion, FOREST
EUROPE could be the platform for developing a
paradigm of harmonised and synergistic integration of all these international requirements in the
implementation of regional forest policy and thus
in national forest policy. This possible and desirable
paradigm for a synergistic application of global policies on a regional level could become a valuable
contribution to other regions of the world. Furthermore, it could illustrate the role, space and function
that each of the many agreements and organisations can fulfil in a way that is harmonious, coherent with their goals and, above all, effective.
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Thank you.

SWITZERLAND

Mr Bruno Oberle
State Secretary

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,
2015 has been an intensive year for the forests. At
the 11th session of the United Nations Forum on
Forests in May this year, the International Arrangement on forests was renewed. In September, our
countries adopted the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable
Development with the Sustainable Development
Goals and targets related to forests. In December,
forest-related climate decisions in the UNFCCC
pertaining to REDD+ are tabled.
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What are the impact of these outcomes for Switzerland?
On the Sustainable Development Goals, Switzerland
is very pleased that forest related goals and targets
have been included. This is particularly important
because globally there are huge deficits in managing the forests sustainably. It is also very relevant for
Switzerland on our national level, since forests cover
one third of our total land area. Our national forest
policy and strategy are well on track in this regard.
Forests also do play a very important role for climate
protection and the REDD+ mechanisms provides
for developing countries financial incentives for
avoiding deforestation and implement sustainable
forest management. One of the objective of the Swiss
climate policy is to replace fossil energy with renewable energy sources. Here wood energy plays an
important role. Furthermore we make full use of the
potential of CO2-storage in construction timber as
we should also keep in mind the substitution effect.
Finally half of our forest area has protective functions
and is important for our adaptation to climate change.

Forests are the guarantee to keep the soil fertility
in the densely populated areas. The land degradation in Switzerland means mainly soil degradation
through intensive agriculture practices and ceiling
of the soil through growing settlements.
Increased demands from forests by other sectors
policies as climate, energy, biodiversity, wood industry and land use by agriculture and city development call for a holistic and integrated forest policy.
This is the only way to handle these centrifugal
forces in an effective manner.
How can we address all these issues at regional
level most efficiently and effectively? And how can
we better coordinate and enhance the implementation of sustainable forest management to ensure
resilient and healthy forests?
Processes like FOREST EUROPE or the joint integrated work program of UNECE / FAO are well
positioned to provide platforms to discuss and
implement sustainable forest management. Our
Ministerial Conferences here in Madrid
provide sufficient opportunities and material for
inviting other ministries and sectors to a dialogue
on the broader forest policy and find avenues for
joint actions
In FOREST EUROPE, we should start preparing a
work program for the next years and it should be
developed in close coordination with the other
regional forest-related fora and work in order to enable synergies and avoid duplication.
Let us continue to join forces for the protection and
sustainable management of our forests.
I thank you for your attention
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Group of ‘youth’
International Forestry
Students’ Association (IFSA)

Mr Joakim Lundsten
Head
IFSA Commission for
FOREST EUROPE

Europe, as a whole, has encountered a standstill in
forestry policies to find a common ground; and that
is why we are here today, to try to help each other to
discover a way forward.
Hello, my name is Joakim Lundsten, and I am here
today on behalf of The International Forestry Students’ Association representing the voice of youth
in Europe and around the world. We would like to
express our gratitude towards the organizers for acknowledging the importance of youth involvement
in decision-making processes, through inviting us
to take part in this conference.
We strongly believe that one of the keys for achieving long-term success in addressing global and
regional challenges, is through investing in youth
involvement by including us into important decision making processes.
If all decision makers were to make an effort to invite youth to participate in their policy making, that
would send a clear message to young people that
they actually can have an important impact on the
world. The invitation would also greatly benefit the
decision-making, as well as to help better shape the
leaders of tomorrow.
For many years Europe, as a region, has been a role
model and has lead the way for sustainable forest
management on a global level. This could have
been only achieved by overcoming our past challenges such as deforestation and severe environmental destruction. Now we have the obligation to

share the knowledge with other parts of the world
that face very similar problems today.
The situation is still not perfect in Europe, and there
remain some big challenges such as; urbanization
and an increasing detachment of society from
nature, as well as a complex and sometimes complicated political landscape. We should not stop
addressing these issues, but instead use them as
motivation to further improve forest management
within our region and find new solutions.
We think that to move forward the forestry sector
needs to adopt a more holistic approach and begin
to work on bettering our communication skills to
reach a common goal.
It feels now as if we, in the forestry sector, are mostly
communicating within our own walls, and are forgetting to reach out to related fields engaged in land management, such as agriculture, in order to join together
to provide the life essential goods and services that society requires, in a sustainable way. Thinking in terms
of bio-regions and landscapes and consider forests
as systems within bigger systems, we believe is the
future We believe it’s time to think beyond the forest,
lets step back and see it from a different perspective.
In conclusion, what we are trying to demonstrate
to you here today, is that youth really want to be
involved in solving these crucial global issues.
However, it feels as if youth are standing with their
hands in their pockets on the sidelines, not knowing how to actively participate.
You here today can help the emerging generation
to get more involved by inviting them to participate,
and by giving them the tools to contribute. We believe that; leaders should not create more followers,
they should create more leaders.
Thank you.
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Association Internationale Forêts
Méditerranéennes (AIFM)
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Mr Alain Chaudron
Member of the Board

pas se réaliser aujourd’hui lors de cette 7e conférence ministérielle.

Je vous remercie, monsieur le Président, de donner
la parole à l’AIFM. Comme les orateurs précédents,
je commencerai par remercier l’Espagne et la République slovaque d’avoir préparé ces deux conférences ministérielles et de les accueillir ici à Madrid.

En conclusion, Monsieur le Président, vous l’avez
compris, pour l’AIFM le défi futur, notre souhait pour
l’avenir, est simple : c’est l’adoption d’une convention
pour les forêts européennes et ensuite l’adoption
d’un protocole pour les forêts méditerranéennes.
Demain la conférence ministérielle extraordinaire
décidera que cette question sera remise à l’ordre du
jour au plus tard en 2020. Nous espérons donc que
la convention pourra être signée dans votre pays,
lors de la 8e conférence ministérielle.

L’Association Internationale Forêts Méditerranéennes, AIFM, que je représente ici, est une organisation non gouvernementale créée en 1996. Elle a
pour but de faciliter les échanges de connaissances
et d’expériences dans le secteur forestier méditerranéen de manière neutre et pluridisciplinaire.
Nous mettons en œuvre des programmes de coopération décentralisée. Notre réseau comprend des
gestionnaires, des chercheurs, des environnementalistes, des élus… Nous ne sommes pas un groupe
de pression représentant des intérêts particuliers
ou partisans. Notre ambition est de représenter
« la société civile » au sens large, dans une zone
géographique donnée…
Alors, pourquoi l’AIFM a-t-elle demandé à être observateur à FOREST EUROPE ? En fait, de nombreux
pays signataires de FOREST EUROPE ont des forêts
méditerranéennes : depuis le Portugal, l’Espagne,
la France… jusqu’à Chypre et la Turquie, à l’e st du
bassin. Il y a aussi des pays observateurs, comme le
Maroc. A l’avenir, avec le changement climatique,
la zone va s’agrandir encore. L’adaptation des forêts
au changement climatique est un défi majeur, on l’a
vu ce matin. Les ressources génétiques forestières
méditerranéennes sont donc très importantes à cet
égard.
Nous avons suivi avec intérêt les débats depuis
Oslo. Nous avions l’e spoir d’une convention pour
les forêts européennes, ouverte aux pays volontaires du Maghreb, au Liban… Et pour que le rêve
soit encore plus complet, nous espérions avoir des
protocoles thématiques ou géographiques à cette
convention. Nous regrettons que ce rêve ne puisse

Je vous remercie.

English version
I thank you, Mr Chairman, to give the floor to AIFM.
Like previous speakers, I will begin by thanking
Spain and the Slovak Republic to have prepared
these two ministerial conferences and to host them
here in Madrid.
The International Association for Mediterranean
Forests, AIFM, which I represent here, is a nongovernmental organization established in 1996. It
aims to facilitate the exchange of knowledge and
experiences in the Mediterranean forestry sector in
a neutral and multidisciplinary way. We implement
decentralized cooperation programs. Our network
includes managers, researchers, environmentalists,
elected officials... We are not a lobby representing
special or partisan interests. Our ambition is to represent the “civil society” in every sense, in a given
geographical area...
Then, why has AIFM applied to be an observer to
FOREST EUROPE? In fact, many FOREST EUROPE
signatory countries have Mediterranean forests:
from Portugal, Spain, France ... to Cyprus and Turkey in the east of the basin. There are also observer
countries such as Morocco. In the future, with
climate change, the region will yet expand again.
The adaptation of forests to climate change is a
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major challenge, as we have seen this morning. The
Mediterranean forest genetic resources are thus
very important in that regard.
We have followed with interest the debates since
Oslo. We hoped for a LBA for European forests, open
to volunteer countries from North Africa, to Lebanon... And to make the dream even more complete,
we hoped for thematic or geographic protocols to
this agreement. We regret that this dream cannot be
realized today at the 7th Ministerial Conference.

In conclusion, Mr Chairman, you might have understood, for AIFM the future challenge, our wish
for the future, is simple: it is the adoption of a LBA
for European forests and then the adoption of a
Protocol for Mediterranean forests. Tomorrow the
Extraordinary Ministerial Conference will decide to
address this topic at latest by 2020. So we hope that
the agreement can be signed in your country, at the
8th Ministerial Conference.
Thank you.
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Council of European Foresters (CEF)

Mr Marian Stoicescu
Vicepresident
&

Ms Barbara Koch
President

The Council of European Foresters (C.E.F.), an international NGO established in 2011, comprising until
now nearly 60,000 foresters from 12 countries from
Europe (Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, Finland, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Romania, Republic of Moldova,
Russia, Serbia, Turkey and Ukraine).
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In its activity, C.E.F. is supported by the Advisory
Group of Forest Engineers from Europe (A.G.F.E.E.),
established by C.E.F. in 2012. The current C.E.F.
President is Prof. dr. Barbara Koch (from Freiburg
University, Germany) and, according to the C.E.F.
Statute, for the period 15 January 2016 – 15 January
2017 was elected as C.E.F. President dipl. eng. Marian
Stoicescu, currently President of A.G.F.E.E.
The 7th FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference is
a very important event for the European forestry
sector to demonstrate that forests are the centre of
the green economy in each European country, to
analyze the possibilities of protecting the forests in
a changing environment and to present global challenges for forestry sector at European level and in
each European country.
The future of European forests, their preservation
and sustainable development, represent the future
of the next generations and the future of Europe.
To find solutions to current and future challenges
of European forests in a changing environment, it is

required the cooperation of European institutions,
of the governments of European countries, of the
national forest authorities with the environmental
organizations, forest owners’ organizations, foresters’ organizations and with the scientific forestry
community.
In this regard, the Council of European Foresters
proposes to the 7th Ministerial Conference of FOREST EUROPE:
· The role, activity and the expertise of the foresters, of the regional, national or international
foresters’ organizations in forestry sector must
be taken into account when developing forest
strategies and forest policies at national and
international level to ensure sustainable forest
management of all forests;
· The European foresters’ proposals to the national
and international institutions and authorities are
to ensure sustainable forest management to all
the forests and to consider equally the ecological,
social and economic functions of forests;
· Forestry sector, through sustainable forest management, can provide jobs for all socio-economic
categories who work in this sector, helping to
eradicate the poverty of the population in this
area.
· Education and forestry research should be
strengthened through forest strategy at national
and international level, given their contribution
to the future of forests and the life;
The Council of European Foresters, an important
part of foresters from Europe, appreciates the
achievements of the FOREST EUROPE process and
considers the FOREST EUROPE process an assurance of the future of the European forests.
The 25 years of FOREST EUROPE activity is an acknowledgment of the role and importance of forests
in Europe and this process should continue.
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Confederation of
European Forest Owners (CEPF)
Mr Aljoscha Requardt
Secretary General

The Confederation of European Forest Owners
(CEPF) expresses its gratitude for having the opportunity to share its views on the future challenges
and opportunities of the European forest sector and
the FOREST EUROPE process in particular.
CEPF, the European umbrella organization of
national forest owners organisations, is representing the interests of millions of private forest owners
across Europe who are responsible for managing
about 60% of Europe’s forest area – people who
have to deal with the consequences of executing
several policies on the ground.
CEPF welcomes the 7th Ministerial Conference and
the documents to be endorsed by the Minsters as a
crucial step forward in today’s rather complex and
challenging context.
The European forest owners support and regard
very highly the dialogue developed between
government and stakeholder representatives under
the FOREST EUROPE process over the past 25 years.
FOREST EUROPE plays a key role in placing the
views of the forest sector in the international policy
arena. For the forest sector FOREST EUROPE serves
as a strong reference as it significantly helps to
better promote and further develop the concept of
sustainable forest management (SFM) and multifunctional forestry.
We consider the common definition of SFM, the
pan-European Criteria and Indicators for the
monitoring, reporting and assessment of SFM,
the Pan-European Operational Level Guidelines
(which primarily served as the basis for PEFC forest
certification), the further support and common
framework for establishing National Forest Programmes, as well as the regular reporting on the
state of Europe’s forests as the milestones of this 25
years process.

SFM as a key concept for the forest sector is increasingly challenged. Europe’s forest owners and the
actors in and beyond the forest sector are confronted with a myriad of demands and challenges,
as well as with an unprecedented complexity
thereof. Against the backdrop of a growing interest
in a bio- and circular economy, in climate mitigation
and renewable energy, wood as a key renewable
and climate friendly raw material is increasingly
in demand. At the same time, however, this leads
to further (partially even conflicting) demands for
proofing sustainability and carbon neutrality as
well as a balanced land use management with biodiversity well integrated. Consequently, a mutual
understanding of and a trustful dialogue between
various actors on SFM, both on the ground and at
high political level, is more important than ever.
25 years ago, when FOREST EUROPE started, the
European Union constituted 12 member states.
Since then the geo-political context has changed
significantly. Until today the EU has expanded to
28 member states. Their forests are recognised as
a vast source of renewable biomass and multiple
other high-value ecosystem services. However,
the sustainable use and management of Europe’s
forests has gotten into the spotlight of various other
sector policy processes, often driven and regulated
directly or indirectly by concrete international and
EU legislations. Considering this shift in scope and
political weight, the role of the FOREST EUROPE
process, and in particular its link to EU policies,
needs to be revised.
CEPF fully supports a strong future FOREST EUROPE. Only an invigorated FOREST EUROPE based
on a new ambitious vision can move forward with
meaningful actions in response to the current and
new opportunities and challenges.
FOREST EUROPE ought to better promote and
politically strengthen the role and contributions of
Europe’s forest sector to a future bioeconomy. Generating, maintaining and enhancing green jobs and
income, rural development, long-term economic viability and competitiveness of our sector in Europe
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require an active and sustainable management of
our forests and a stronger promotion of the use of
wood. This requires robust and supportive policy
conditions. Therefore a strong and well-recognised
FOREST EUROPE process as a key reference for our
sector is needed.
Promoting and applying the pan-European criteria
and indicators for SFM in all forest related assessments should be at the core of FOREST EUROPE.
Otherwise the forest sector is likely to risk losing its
holistic approach and integrity on SFM, as multiple
other policy sectors and industry-led initiatives (e.g.
from the energy and chemical side) increasingly
touch upon and have started to define forest sustainability from their particular perspective.
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FOREST EUROPE needs to better interlink with
and contribute to global level processes, not only
towards UNFF and IAF, but in particular towards
other leading processes such as UNFCCC, the CBD
or UN commitments towards SDGs.
Well-known to us, the concept of sustainability has
become a role-model far beyond the forest sector.
Consequently, also FOREST EUROPE ought to have
a much greater outreach to other leading sectors
and businesses, helping to share and promote the
views, experience and knowledge of the European

forest sector. Regrettably, the environmental NGOs
withdrew from the FOREST EUROPE process
after the Oslo conference, followed by a reduced
involvement by the forest industry partners shortly
thereafter. Nevertheless, if FOREST EUROPE aims
to be widely recognised and well accepted, a more
open, inclusive and trustful dialogue between governments, governmental organisations and a wide
range of key stakeholders is required.
CEPF welcomes to review the FOREST EUROPE
process, especially considering its structure, procedures and work modalities, reflecting on the lessons
learnt, making it more effective and meaningful
for the future. In this context, CEPF strongly recommends also to assess the European institutional arrangement on forests in general, which also includes
the set-up and work of FAO, UNECE and others.
Reinforcing its commitment, Europe’s forest owners
maintain their full political support and remain
a constructive partner to FOREST EUROPE, encouraging the Signatories to lead this process to a
more concrete and ambitious level. CEPF calls for a
strengthened FOREST EUROPE to respond adequately to todays and tomorrow’s challenges as well
as opportunities for our sector, aiming to maintain
and enhance a productive and sustainable forest
management in Europe.

Roundtable 4: Future challenges and opportunities

European
Forest Institute (EFI)
Mr Marc Palahí
Director

Dear Chair, Your Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates and Colleagues,
This century is characterised by accelerated changes and unprecedented global challenges: climate
change, water, energy and food security, migration
crisis and biodiversity loss among others. These
challenges are in a way or another related to the defining issue of our time: how to decouple economic
growth from social and environmental degradation.
But the 21st Century is also an era of opportunities.
Many scientists call it the century of biology. This
is because advances in bioscience, biotechnology
and bio-infrastructures offer great opportunities in
many areas. Especially in helping to transform our
existing fossil-based economy into a low-carbon
economy, which is knowledge-intensive and biobased. The so called Bioeconomy!
In this context, European forests, the most important natural capital of the continent, are expected
to play a central role in both delivering services to
address threats like climate change or biodiversity
loss, and provide renewable resources to build the
European bioeconomy. Such multifunctional role
will become increasingly important in the coming
decades, in a context of growing competition for
land and natural resources resulting from an escalating global population.
This is not an easy task! Strong leadership and
vision are needed to realise the emerging opportunities of the forest-based sector and meeting the
emerging challenges of forest management and
forest policy. This situation also requires new and
ambitious partnerships across countries, disciplines, policy areas and sectors.
Furthermore, in this rapidly evolving and complex
environment the role of science becomes more im-

portant than ever. Not only to foster innovation but
to ensure the knowledge base for wise and effective
evidence-based policies.
In this respect, we are facing a paradox. Never before
in human history have there been so many scientists
and so much scientific knowledge available. We have
the means to understand many of the challenges we
are facing, yet we need to admit that we often fail in
making effective policies! This causes frustration to
scientists, policymakers and society at large.
Policy making increasingly requires a good understanding of a diversity of aspects in very complex
settings. Many of the issues tend to be cross-sectorial, cross-disciplinary, and global. A good example is
the climate change issue.
However, science structures and incentives have
developed overtime to look at even more specialised
focus areas. Therefore, to effectively support policymaking science needs to place more emphasis on the
synthesis and contextualisation of information, bringing together scientists from different disciplines and
building appropriate national to international sciencepolicy interfaces. In addition, the right forums, timing,
and format are of crucial importance when communicating scientific information to policy makers.
In this context, the European Forest Institute (EFI) is
continuously developing its operations and structures to be an effective pan-European science-policy
platform. Our ThinkForest Forum and the new
Multi-Donor Trust Fund for Policy Support, already
supported by nine European countries, are clear
examples in building unique science-policy activities.
EFI has been always committed to the FOREST EUROPE process and in the future, we will continue to
do so! EFI is committed to be a reliable and honest
broker at the science-policy interface, while providing best science-based information to support an informed dialogue on European forest-related issues.
Let me finish my intervention with a quote by Albert Einstein: “We cannot solve our problems with
the same thinking we used when we created them”.
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European State Forest Association
(EUSTAFOR)
Mr Per-Olof Wedin
President

Distinguished Chairperson, Ministers, Excellences,
Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,
As President of the European State Forest Association (EUSTAFOR), it is an honor to speak at this
Roundtable of the 7th FOREST EUROPE Ministerial
Conference.

90

This Ministerial Conference comes at a good time to
start a debate about the future of European forests
vis–a-vis currently emerging challenges and opportunities. The latter are caused by climate change
and the need for adaptation of forest ecosystems to
changing climatic conditions, deregulated ground
water balance, increased occurrence of pest and
disease outbreaks as well as due to forest fires and
calamities caused by other abiotic agents. Ongoing
globalization means forestry is increasingly influenced by coexisting policies and economic sectors.
Today’s challenges and opportunities are therefore
more complex and demanding than ever.
Distinguished Chairperson, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Forests are currently being confronted with the urgent
need to respond to increasing demands for bioenergy.
Renewable raw materials are needed to substitute for
fossil materials and thereby mitigate climate change.
EUSTAFOR’s 29 state forest management organizations sustainably manage one third of the European
Union’s forest area. The combined annual harvest
exceeds 120 million cubic meters of round timber.
Due to the significant potential of the resources they
manage, European state forests are well positioned to
enable the transition towards a more competitive and
resource-efficient bio-based economy.
Sustainably managed and multi-functional forests
are a home for biodiversity and make significant
contributions to the protection of sites and species
embedded in the NATURA 2000 network throughout the European Union. They provide ecosystem

services, such as recreation and human well-being,
education, protective functions of forests with
regards to water sources, climate, infrastructure and
livelihoods, for the benefit of society as a whole.
European state forests are also significant promoters of innovation and research, both at European
and national levels.
This being said, it is crucial not to neglect the economic viability of forest management because forests
and forestry are subject to open market rules and
need to be economically viable. Together, EUSTAFOR’s member organizations provide employment to
more than 100 thousand Europeans, particularly in
rural areas. Indirectly they create even more employment in downstream forest-related industries.
State forests organizations have a long tradition of
sustainable forest management that is well grounded in national legislation and strict governance
systems as well as by long-term forest management
planning. We would like to emphasize that achieving an equilibrium between the different demands
put on forestry can only be accomplished through
a stable policy framework that tackles forests and
their management in a holistic way.
Distinguished Chairperson, Ministers, Ladies and
Gentlemen,
Considering the increasing importance of the
European forest sector and the need for forests and
forestry to meet the demands of such a diversity of
policy sectors, it is of utmost importance to strengthen the policy framework for forests at pan-European
level. FOREST EUROPE is well positioned to do so
through their platform which makes possible a
transparent and inclusive dialogue between European countries and the Commission and forest-based
stakeholders and international organizations.
We would like to confirm that, at both an operational and large scale level, European state forest organizations not only have the ability but also have the
ambition to be a powerful tool for the implementation of the decisions of this Ministerial Conference.
Thank you for your attention.

Roundtable 4: Future challenges and opportunities

Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
Ms Eva Müller
Director, Forest Economics, Policy
and Products Division, Forestry
Department

Your Excellency Minister Garcia Tejerina,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates and Colleagues,
Allow me to start by thanking the Government
of Spain and FOREST EUROPE on behalf of FAO’s
Director-General, José Graziano da Silva, for the
opportunity to address this Ministerial Conference
and express our appreciation of the leadership of
Spain over the last four years. This conference is
organized at a very opportune moment, when the
international development agenda, the international arrangement on forests and the climate change
negotiations are entering into a new era, offering
new opportunities and challenges for forests and
forestry.
This crucial year also marks the 25th anniversary of
FOREST EUROPE. The process certainly has made
its mark on the international forestry landscape
and has made Europe’s forests more sustainable.
The current edition of the State of Europe’s Forests
illustrates well what has been achieved, but also
reveals some areas where further work is needed.
The post-2015 development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals set the most ambitious
targets ever for humanity. It is a great pleasure for
me to bring to your attention the message of the
14th World Forestry Congress to the UN General Assembly in which 4000 professionals from around
the world offered to step up efforts to manage forests sustainably so that they can provide the range
of goods and services that contribute to sustainable
development. The message also stressed the need
for integrating forests into broader developmental
agendas.

For this to happen, forestry should overcome its
old boundaries and recognize that cross sectoral
collaboration requires proactive approaches from
all involved. One of the lessons learned from the 25
years of FOREST EUROPE, and also from
FAO’s 70 years history, is that no sector can solve
big developmental challenges in isolation. In
this spirit, FAO Member Nations have revised the
Organization’s Strategic Framework and set new,
cross-cutting Strategic Objectives. We note with
great appreciation that the outcome documents of
this conference provide similar political guidance
and we see this as a solid basis for continued and
enhanced collaboration.
We welcome the balanced approach in the resolutions and decisions, recognizing the need for forests
to be used sustainably, so that they can protect us
from climate change, land degradation and desertification, biodiversity loss, hunger, malnutrition
and poverty. This is particularly relevant at a time
when a new climate change agreement is expected
to bring new opportunities for forests, but these
can only be converted into concrete results if the
needed balance between forest functions is fully
understood and maintained.
The documents of this conference reflect a strong
people-centred approach, recognizing that broad
objectives, including those that FOREST EUROPE
set for itself, can only be achieved with people, by
people and for people. Putting forests in the centre
of a green economy offers new opportunities for
enhancing the socio-economic functions of forests
and for positioning them properly in the national
and international policy agendas.
Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates,
FAO has been an observer of FOREST EUROPE
since its inception and proudly contributed to the
implementation of its successive programmes of
work. I would like to invite FOREST EUROPE to
further strengthen the collaboration with FAO’s
governing and statutory bodies in and beyond
forestry to pursue cross-sectoral collaboration at
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the regional level. I would also like to reaffirm our
commitment to be at your disposal in supporting
the implementation of current and future work
plans and the decisions and resolutions you are
about to sign.
We are looking forward to continue working with
FOREST EUROPE and wish every success to the
Slovak Republic in taking over the leadership role of
the process.
I thank you for your attention.
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Forest Stewardship
Council (FSC)
Mr John Hontelez
Chief Advocacy Officer

FSC appreciates your invitation to contribute to this
session. As you know, FSC is a global multi-stakeholder organisation promoting environmentally
appropriate, socially beneficial and economically
viable management of the world’s forests. Its main
tools are forest certification and mobilization of
consumers for sustainable forest management
through their choice for FSC labelled products. It is
currently the largest forest certification scheme in
the FOREST EUROPE countries combined. Globally
almost 17% of all industrial roundwood is coming
from FSC forests and in Europe this is certainly
higher.
The State of Europe’s Forests 2015 shows net growth
of forests, acting as a net carbon sink, and with a
considerable economic vitality. This provides a
good starting point indeed for a green economy in
Europe in which forests play a key role. Because this
green economy is going to be a bio-based economy:
it will rely much more than today on biomass,
including from forest origins. Biomass will replace
hydrocarbons, minerals and other resources who’s
use come with larger ecological footprints, so this
is all positive. But the dimension of the shift can
become a real challenge for forest management, in
Europe and globally. Increased demand and intensified use, also of forest residues and dead wood, can
lead, also in Europe, to forest degradation and even
deforestation. On top of that, climate change is adding to the pressures. European forests can therewith
lose their carbon sink function and biodiversity can
come under renewed pressure.
This increased demand will make sustainable forest management more important than ever. Action

is needed on both the supply and the demand
side. Especially for the use of bio-energy, probably
the biggest driver for increased biomass use. To
avoid negative impacts, all countries should apply
effective sustainability criteria, for domestic and
imported biomass, to prevent that government
subsidies contribute to carbon debts rather than
carbon credits and to prevent degradation of other
ecosystem services.
FSC is ready for these challenges and opportunities.
See our new Principles&Criteria, which this year
have been complemented with International Generic Indicators (IGIs). These IGIs will guide the national
FSC standard setting and revision processes which
are happening now, including in many countries in
Europe, in the usual multi-stakeholder format. We
believe that these IGIs, which address individual
forest managers directly, are state of the art formulations ensuring that forests contribute to the green
economy, to decent workplaces and social progress,
to mitigating climate change and strengthening the
ecosystem services of forests. FSC welcomes all of
you in these national discussions.
Forest certification contributes to better forest management but also a stronger forest economy, also for
smallholders. In the FSC context, paper industries
have, for example, boosted group certification bringing together smallholders, supporting them and
giving them longer term economic perspectives.
The State of the Forest 2015 does not include an
assessment of the role of forest certification in the
FOREST EUROPE region. We are sure its role will
increase even more, given the challenges and opportunities ahead, and for its contributions to the
green economy.
We call upon you to include the impacts of forest
certification in your next assessment.
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International Forestry Students’
Association (IFSA)
Ms Laura Hempelmann
Consulting Member

Ladies and Gentlemen
Europe has the opportunity to set an example and
be a role model for the global community.
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The International Forestry Students’ Association
as a representative for forestry students around
the globe would like to express its support to the
FOREST EUROPE process in its work towards a
sustainable management of our continent’s forests.
We would like to encourage the continuation of the
process to enhance the cooperation on forest policies in Europe. IFSA has been following this process
since 2005, and although a lot has been achieved
over the past years in making forestry in Europe
more sustainable, there is still a lot of need for improvement, as new challenges continuously arise.
One major threat is the increase of urbanization.
More and more people in society are becoming
detached from nature. This makes it harder to keep
them informed about the important role that forests
play, and the multiple resources that they supply.
This development also affects the forestry workforce, particularly young people who would rather
work in other professions than in forestry. We need
to find a way to make the forestry sector more attractive again, especially to these youth who are the
emerging generation.

Through IFSA, we have become aware that the
number of first year students studying forestry
professions are now in decline for this generation,
in many parts of Europe. However, changing that is
not only the task of the forestry education facilities,
but it is also up to the forest sector as a whole, to
work together and to market and build its reputation within society. We believe that creating more
awareness is the key to the survival of the forestry
sector. Who else rather than us should show the
public and future generation, how to care and value
nature and forests? This is a cultural problem and
possibly the root of many environmental crises
within Europe.
As the first generation who has had to deal with the
reality of global warming, today’s youth needs to be
kept aware of, and engaged in, all of the policy-making processes regarding the environment. Through
IFSA we see first-hand how many youth are actually
interested in gaining knowledge and giving their
input about sustainable management of forests and
other land uses, if only given the opportunity. This
will help to prepare the emerging generation, and
help it to become as efficient as possible when they
become the decision-makers of tomorrow. However, this will not happen on its own, but needs to
be encouraged and actively supported also by you,
the decision-makers.
We feel that by including youth into your policy
making processes, we could work together to make
these ideas a reality, and really make the difference
that we all need.
Thank you.

Roundtable 4: Future challenges and opportunities

International Union
of Forest Research Organisations (IUFRO)
Mr Alexander Buck
Executive Director

Dear Chair,
Your Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
IUFRO - the International Union of Forest Research
Organizations - appreciates the opportunity to
deliver this statement at this crucial point in time
when the Ministers responsible for forests in
Europe address the future direction of the FOREST EUROPE process. Against the background of
increasing globalization and internationalization,
pan-European forest-related challenges can no
longer be separated from global issues. Addressing
these challenges requires collaboration between
regional and global institutions. And this must also
draw from scientific knowledge that addresses the
challenges at multiple scales.
IUFRO welcomes the commitments made by the
Ministers responsible for forests in Resolutions 1
and 2 to promote innovation and research, the interaction between research, policy and practice, as
well as the sharing of experiences and information.
With the comprehensive scientific expertise of its
more than 650 member organizations in more than
120 countries, including the vast majority of countries represented at this conference, IUFRO is well
positioned to provide scientific expertise supporting the deliberations and outcomes of the FOREST
EUROPE process. Given the diversity of its member
organizations and researchers representing a wide
diversity of disciplines, IUFRO also welcomes the
commitment made by the Ministers in the Madrid
Declaration to “Work towards integrated, holistic
and cross-sector approaches with other related
areas such as climate change, biodiversity, deserti-

fication water and plant health, and other sectors
such as energy, agriculture, rural development and
construction which may impact on the forest sector, in order to strengthen synergies”.
IUFRO notes with appreciation the “Assessment of
the achievements and added value of the FOREST
EUROPE process” which was undertaken in preparation of this Ministerial Conference. The assessment underscores the importance of the FOREST
EUROPE process to increase its agenda-setting role
to feed into global and national processes.
When formulating the future forest policy agenda,
policy makers and stakeholders should be informed by relevant scientific knowledge, including foresighting. In this context, we would like to
highlight the recently established IUFRO Task Force
on Foresight for Forest Sector Planning, which is
currently developing possible future scenarios up
to 2040. These actions will seek to inform the forest
sector of the most important emerging issues and
they will strongly promote inter- and intra-disciplinary topics concerning forestry.
The Ministerial Declaration recognizes the outcomes of the 11th session of the United Nations
Forum on Forests and the invitation to strengthen
the collaboration of FOREST EUROPE with the
UNFF and the International Arrangement on Forests. As a member of the Collaborative Partnership
on Forests, IUFRO forms and integral part of the
International Arrangement on Forests. Within the
Collaborative Partnership on Forests, IUFRO leads
and coordinates the Global Forest Expert Panels
initiative – in brief: GFEP - as an internationally recognized instrument at the science-policy interface.
As stated in the joint statement by EFI, IUFRO and
Bioversity International during the Ministerial
Roundtable 2 of this 7th FOREST EUROPE Ministerial
Conference, IUFRO is committed to support FOREST EUROPE and to work together with its scientific
partners in the FOREST EUROPE to systematically
provide existing and new scientific knowledge to
policy makers, including through GFEP and other
mechanisms.
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To conclude with, and with reference to the calls
made by several delegations in their earlier statements to make the forest sector more relevant and
attractive, I would like to highlight the close collaboration of IUFRO with the International Forestry
Students’ Association, IFSA, on forestry education.
In our view it is essential to work with the youth, as
they are the decision makers of the future.
I thank you for your attention!
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Programme for the
Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC)
Ms Ana Belén Noriega Bravo
Secretary General PEFC Spain

The Programme for the Endorsement of Forest
Certification (PEFC) appreciates the opportunity to
share its views on the future challenges and opportunities of the European forest sector.
PEFC is the global alliance of leading national forest
certification systems. Initiated by European small-,
family- and private forest owners some 15 years
ago, it is today the world’s largest forest certification
system.
PEFC recognizes that FOREST EUROPE and the
outcomes of its processes, specifically the PanEuropean Operational Level Guidelines (PEOLG)
for Sustainable Forest Management and associated
indicators, define sustainable forest management
globally, beyond European. They form the basis
for PEFC’s Sustainability Benchmarks and as such
provide the framework for the sustainable management of 270 million hectares of PEFC-certified
forests in 35 countries around the world. By 2020, it
is expected that PEFC national forest certification
systems, and consequently the utilisation of the
work undertaken by FOREST EUROPE, will expand
to close to 60 countries.
PEFC’s work is complementary to the work of
FOREST EUROPE. FOREST EUROPE provides for a
high-level political process for dialogue and cooperation on forest policies in Europe and stipulates
voluntary commitments for implementing sustainable forest management adapted to national
circumstances. FOREST EUROPE is also involved
with other global and regional intergovernmental
processes and initiatives dealing with issues of
highest political and social relevance related to forests. PEFC, for its part, utilizes the work of FOREST
EUROPE and additional requirements and provides
for local adaptation and on-the ground implementation, with thousands of people involved in PEFC’s
bottom-up, multi-stakeholder standard setting pro-

cesses forming consensus on sustainable be forest
management workable certification standards, in
alignment with the expectations of stakeholders on
the ground, consistent with the legal and administrative framework, the socio-cultural context and
other locally relevant factors, and with due regard
for national sovereignty.
PEFC welcomes the 7th Ministerial Conference and
the documents to be endorsed by the Ministers
as significant progress specifically given today’s
challenging and complex framework conditions.
They will serve as an important input into PEFC’s
upcoming revision of its Sustainability Benchmarks
2016/2017.
Through its experience in stakeholder engagement
over the past 16 years, PEFC is aware that any discussion about future challenges and opportunities
only represents a very time limited snap shot based
on the current understanding of any particular
constituency. This is why an ongoing stakeholder
dialogue that enables participation of a wider range
of stakeholder groups must be at the core of any
process, including FE, tacking future challenges and
opportunities.
Therefore PEFC supports a strong FOREST EUROPE,
a FOREST EUROPE that is characterized by inclusive, transparent and consensus-driven processes.
PEFC supports a FOREST EUROPE that provides
a framework that allows for conflicting and sometimes contractionary viewpoints to be raised,
discussed, and resolved. PEFC envisages FOREST
EUROPE to employ processes that are – not unlike
its own – based on trust, shared objectives, and
mutual understanding, and that make it difficult for
individual stakeholders to remove him- or herself
from the process.
PEFC supports a FOREST EUROPE that reaches out
beyond the traditional forest sector and actively
involves interests of relevance for landscape level
land management approaches, the bio- and circular
economy, climate change mitigation and renewable
energy, non-wood forest products etc.
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PEFC therefore welcomes to review the FOREST
EUROPE process, especially considering its structure, procedures and work modalities, reflecting the
advances made in stakeholder participation and
involvement made over the past two decades, making it more effective and meaningful for all. In this
context, PEFC strongly recommends also to assess
the European institutional arrangements on forests
in general, including the set-up of international
organizations such as the FAO and UNECE.
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PEFC reinforces its commitment to offer its political support and remain a constructive partner to
FOREST EUROPE and encourages the Signatories
to lead this process to a more concrete and ambitious level. PEFC calls for a strengthened FOREST
EUROPE to respond adequately to todays and tomorrow’s challenges as well as opportunities, with
renewed and enhanced contribution to the sustainable forest management in Europe and beyond.

Roundtable 4: Future challenges and opportunities

Union of European
Foresters (UEF)
Mr Tomasz Markiewicz
Vice-President

Union of European Foresters (UEF) as a federation
of professional foresters organizations, was created in 1965 in Berlin and groups together today 24
associations from 20 countries (Albania, Austria,
Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy,
Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Moldavia, Poland,
Spain, Sweden and Switzerland). Totally UEF represents ca 70.000 foresters of all ranks working for
different kind of forest owners (state, community,
private), presents the individual statement:

1.

2.

3.

We firmly believe that will be an increasing
demand for wood both for industrial use and
energy in the future. Therefore we welcome the
signatories´ commitment to take not only effective measures to increase the use of woody
biomass for energy generation, but to find
maintaining balance between using of wood in
wood industry and energy industry.
Future of the European forests should be seen
through the multifunction roles that forests
are playing in the life of societies. Forests must
be seen in the context of complex societal
challenges such as climate change, population growth and increasing resource shortages
caused by unsustainable patterns of production and consumption, especially those that are
high carbon emitting. Such recognition requires,
among others, improved communication about
benefits of forests in a green economy through a
comprehensive, European-wide, inclusive communication strategy that enjoys the commitment and support of all stakeholders.
The contribution of forests to the quality of
life has many aspects. One is the role forests
play as a work place, providing employment
and income. Thus, forests and the use of their
resources and services are and will be in the
future an important factor in rural economies
and a mainstay in the fabric of rural society.

4.

European foresters have a firm understanding
of their responsibilities for sustainable forest
management and sustainable development.
This relates to the protection of nature and environment in their forest operations, including
the protection of water quality and also their
awareness of the importance of the use of renewable resources from forests. This however
requires foresters, forestry workers and contractors themselves to have opportunities for
secure jobs and a satisfactory income together
with the opportunities to develop their careers
and entrepreneurship.
5. The forestry sector is in a competitive situation. We are highly concerned that income
opportunities in forestry are, in many cases, not
competitive with other forms of employment.
This can be seen as a severe restraint to achieving the goals laid out in the Warsaw Declaration
and the Resolutions. Therefore, it is a crucial
challenge for all actors in forestry, on both
political and practical levels, to agree means to
strengthen forest and forest sector related human resources and employment to fulfill this
commitment of the Warsaw declaration. For an
optimization of all aspects of modern, multifunctional forestry, qualified forest personnel in
sufficient numbers is crucial.
6. Education and communication of the goals of
sustainable management, water protection and
increased wood mobilization are prerequisites
to raise the qualification of foresters, workers,
contractors and stakeholders, and to affirm
their commitment to contribute to these goals.
We are pleased to acknowledge that many commitments of resolutions aim at improving communication and raising awareness. However,
it is imperative that this message reaches all
actors in forest management and forest operations. To this end appropriate means need to be
developed and implemented both at a political
and a practical level.
Union of European Foresters are entrusted with
the responsibility for creating Forests for Growing
Life, so we will play our role as an essential bridge
between the commitments and demands from
society and industry for development.
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United Nations Economic Commission
for Europe (UNECE)
Mr Roman Michalak
Chief of UNECE/FAO Forestry and
Timber Section
On behalf of

Mr Marco Keiner
Acting Director
Forests, Land and Housing Division,
UNECE

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and
gentlemen,
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It is an honour for us to be in Madrid and to address the Ministers and representatives of FOREST
EUROPE.
First of all, we would like to take this opportunity to
thank Ms. Isabel García Tejerina, Minister of Agriculture, Food and the Environment of Spain for her
hospitality and generosity in organizing this Ministerial Conference as well as for hosting the FOREST
EUROPE Liaison Unit Madrid since 2011.
Any consideration on the status, trends and future
of forests and the forest sector must be based on
evidence. This is why over the past decades one
of the main tasks of the Joint UNECE/FAO Forestry
and Timber Section, in collaboration with FAO,
FOREST EUROPE and other organizations, to monitor and assess forests and develop outlooks. This
cooperation has been further advanced in the recent global and the pan-European reporting, which,
for the first time, was carried out in a coordinated
way.
The results of the recent reporting, including: the
FAO Global Forest Resources Assessment 2015,
the UNECE/FAO study Forests of the ECE Region
prepared for the 11th session of UNFF and the report
presented earlier today; confirmed the trends
observed in the past 25 years. Pan-European forests

are continuing to grow, in terms of forest area, growing stock and sequestered carbon. Also, the area of
protected forests is increasing, while the volume of
removals is recovering to the levels recorded before
the recent economic crisis.
That said, while forests and forest resources are
expanding, their contribution to the region’s economies is decreasing. The forest sector’s contribution
to GDP at the regional level has fallen in absolute
and relative terms. Similar trends were observed in
terms of employment in the sector.
There is a growing awareness that the values of
forest related services are not accounted for in traditional economic metrics. For instance, while the
area of protected and certified forests has increased
and environmental services is increasingly reflected in management strategies, these trends are not
echoed in the value of products, which are dominated by the revenues from wood production.
Despite these concerns, the recently reported data
provides a rather encouraging picture of the impact
of sustainable forest management on European
forests. These positive results have “raised the
bar” for meeting people’s expectations. Forests
and forest management of the future must meet
increasing and often conflicting environmental,
social and economic demands. Policy makers must
balance the conservation of biodiversity, the need
to sequester and store carbon, adapt to a changing
climate and to provide opportunities for recreation
and leisure; all the while, supplying wood for energy
and raw material use.
It is clear that there is no universal recipe. It is also
difficult to predict what forests of the future will
look like, given the many parameters and challenges which need to be taken into account. Data
available, however, allow us to draw some conclusions on possible future scenarios. Our last European Forest Sector Outlook Study identifies seven
major challenges:
· Mitigating climate change,
· Supplying renewable energy,
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· Adapting to climate change,
· Protecting and enhancing biodiversity,
· Supplying renewable and competitive forest
products,
· Achieving and demonstrating sustainability,
and
· Developing appropriate policies and institutions.
The results of the simulations carried out under
the European Forests Outlook Study provides a
promising picture of alternative ways of managing
European forest resources and the services that
they could provide, all within frames of sustainability. They reconfirm that sustainable forest management plays a key role in shaping the sustainable
future of European forests. At the same time, these
simulations make it clear that the future direction
and choice of a particular scenario will be strongly
shaped by the choices taken in other sectors.
The Sustainable Development Goals recently
adopted by the United Nations General Assembly,
as well as the Forest Instrument, offer an opportunity for the forests sector to work with other sectors
move European forest work in the framework of
to the global agenda on sustainable development.
This work can be further refined at the regional
level through the action of relevant organizations
and processes, as well as through common initiatives, like the Rovaniemi Action Plan.

The Rovaniemi Action Plan describes how the forest sector in the region could lead the way towards
the green economy of the future. The Plan aims at
strengthening the sector by developing its green
features, such as: sustainable production and consumption patterns, green building, green jobs, the
supply of renewable energy, payments for ecosystem services and good governance of the sector.
Many of the aspects related to the future of the sector and forests in the region can also be found in the
agenda of the forthcoming joint meeting of the UNECE Committee on Forests and the Forest Industry
and the FAO European Forestry Commission, ”Silva
2015”. The meeting will be held from 2 to 6 November in Engelberg, Switzerland. We hope to see you
all there to continue the discussion on shaping the
future of European forests.
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UNECE will continue to support and collaborate
with the countries in the FOREST EUROPE process,
in line with its mandate. We trust that the Ministerial Decision and the Ministerial Resolutions will
contribute to a strengthened forest sector, as they
are synergetic and supportive to the elements of
the UNECE/FAO Integrated Programme of Work.
We are looking forward to continuing the cooperation with FOREST EUROPE and the new Liaison
Unit in Slovakia.
Thank you for your attention.

United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP)
Mr Jan Dusink
Director and Regional Representative
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The United Nations Environment Programme welcomes the commitment of FOREST EUROPE envisioned in Ministerial Resolution 1 and referred by a
number of speakers to enhance the role of sustainable forest management in a green economy; and
it also relates well to the new 2030 sustainable development agenda adopted in New York last month
by all UN member states, and in particular Goal 15,
to protect, restore and promote sustainable use of
terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests,
combat desertification, and halt and reverse land
degradation and halt biodiversity loss. Forests have
an important share in nature’s ecosystem services.
In light of today’s extent of degradation of ecosystems, UNEP sees it as a priority to foster the creation
of green and decent jobs, to enhance education and
training for required skills, and to aim at a sustainable and socially inclusive economy. A transition
towards a green economy will also increase countries’ competitiveness in the long term.
European forests face many challenges today.
Amongst the most prominent is climate change.
Forests are particularly sensitive to climate change,
because the long life-span of trees does not allow
for rapid adaptation to environmental changes. The
impacts of climate change, such as changes in temperature and precipitation, and the increased frequency and intensity of extreme events like floods
and droughts, pose an immense challenge on
forests. Therefore policy measures at the local and
regional levels to protect forests need to be taken
urgently. Another challenge lies with the increasingly damaging effects of pests and diseases. As of now,
more understanding on the complex causalities on
a regional scale is required. Finally, institutional and
policy barriers for responding to climate change
must be reduced, as current laws and guidelines are
often designed for a static climate regime.

We ought not to forget about the benefits we all
receive from forests. The ecosystem services
which forests provide come not only in the form of
physical benefits such as food and timber. Forests
also generate ‘preventative’ benefits including erosion control, flood prevention, climate regulation,
carbon sequestration and water purification. It is
thus important to include all these benefits into
the calculation of the value of forests. As the British
Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs stated earlier this month: “by quantifying
what trees do to provide enjoyment for people, filter
pollution and store carbon, we can see they are
worth at least 15 times their value as timber.”
I am happy to report on significant progress
achieved Since the last FOREST EUROPE Ministerial
Conference by the Carpathian Convention, which
is hosted by UNEP. At its third COP in Bratislava,
the parties adopted the Protocol on Sustainable
Forest Management, which entered into force in
October 2013 and at COP4 it was complemented
by a Strategic Action Plan as well as agreed Criteria
and Indicators for Selection of Virgin Forests in the
Carpathians. The Convention also partners with the
European Environmental Agency on filling the gaps
in data sets for the Carpathian forests.
To conclude, there is no doubt about the high value
of forests in our world. We need to continue and
increase our efforts to protect forests against the
environment-related challenges ahead. We also
need to promote the creation of decent jobs while
enhancing sustainable forest management. In the
long term, we can only be successful if we show
resilience to the upcoming challenges and collaborate on effective solutions. Initiatives like FOREST
EUROPE present an excellent opportunity to facilitate research and policy action. UNEP welcomes
the progress that this Conference envisions, looks
forward to the practical implementation and stands
ready to support sustainable forest management in
line with its mandate and capacities.
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United Nations
Forum on Forests (UNFF)
Ms Barbara Tavora-Jainchill
Forest Affairs Officer

Excellences,
Distinguished delegates,
Dear colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,
It is an honour for the United Nations Forum on
Forests (UNFF) Secretariat to address the 7th FOREST
EUROPE Ministerial Conference. I would like to thank
the Government of Spain, our host, for its gracious hospitality, as well as the FOREST EUROPE Liaison Unit
in Madrid for their hard work throughout the years. I
also seize this opportunity to present our Secretariat’s
congratulations to the Slovakian Government, which
will chair the process after this meeting. We wish you
the very best, and are looking forward to a strong collaboration with the Liaison Unit Bratislava colleagues.
Four years ago in Oslo, we thanked our European
partners for their commitment to the promotion
and implementation of Sustainable Forest Management - SFM - in Europe. It is heartening to say that
your commitment continues to be unequivocal and
actually goes beyond Europe, since FOREST EUROPE as a whole, as well as each individual signatory country, are also very committed to UNFF, and
have been so since our creation in 2000.
Ladies and gentlemen,
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development has
just been adopted in New York, and SFM will be an
important instrument in the effort to end poverty,
and to promote prosperity and people’s well-being
while protecting the environment, by 2030. Forests
are essential to the implementation of this post-2015
sustainable development agenda, which, in its Goal
15, enshrines the objectives of protecting, restoring
and promoting the sustainable use of terrestrial eco-

systems, sustainably managing forests, combating
desertification, halting and reversing land degradation and halting biodiversity loss. The sustainable
management of forests is also vital for the achievement of several other goals, such as achieving
food security, and sustainable agriculture and the
sustainable management of water, as well as in the
mitigation and adaptation to climate change.
In this context, a few months ago, UNFF Member
States also decided to strengthen the International
Arrangement on Forests - the IAF - which is composed of the UNFF and its Member States, the UNFF
Secretariat, the Collaborative Partnership on Forests, the UNFF Global Forest Financing Facilitation
Network and the UNFF Trust Fund. In particular, the
11th Session of the UN Forum on Forests - UNFF11
- stressed the need for the IAF to foster further
coherence on forest-related policies, catalyze implementation and financing for SFM, and to promote
collaboration and coordination on forest issues at
all levels, as well as coherence between the IAF and
the post-2015 development agenda.
There is still work to be done before UNFF’s 12th
Session in 2017. From 20 to 22 January 2016, the first
of two ad hoc expert group meetings is scheduled
to be convened in New York to discuss the content
of the IAF’s Strategic Plan for 2017 to 2030, as well as
the quadrennial program of work for 2017 to 2020;
moreover, regarding the UN Forest Instrument,
experts will consider proposals to replace the references to the Millennium Development Goals with
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The
expert group report will be forwarded to the UNFF
Working Group and Special Session, scheduled to
gather in early 2017 in New York, which will deliberate on those issues. Finally, in mid-2017, the 12th
Session of the UN Forum on Forests will take place.
Excellences,
UNFF11 also recognized the importance of our
partners, including regional and subregional
organizations and processes. Forests do not stop at
a country’s boundary, and SFM can only be successful if all stakeholders are part of the effort toward
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its promotion and implementation. In this regard,
UNFF11 decided to restructure the Forum’s sessions
and enhance its intersessional work, including by
fostering an exchange of experiences and lessons
learned. From now on, the odd-year sessions of
UNFF will serve as an opportunity for all stakeholders, including our regional and subregional partners,
to provide technical advice and input to the Forum.
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Moreover, Member States emphasized the importance of strengthening the collaboration between
UNFF and relevant regional and subregional partners with a view to facilitate the implementation
of the UN Forest Instrument, as well as to facilitate
the inputs of those entities to sessions of the Forum.
The UNFF Secretariat is to consult with relevant
regional and subregional partners on means to
enhance collaboration, and regional and subregional entities are invited to consider developing
and strengthening programs on SFM, as well as to
provide coordinated inputs and recommendations
to sessions of the Forum.
Ladies and gentlemen,
I mentioned before that throughout 2016 and early
2017, there will be discussions which will lead

to a decision on the Forum’s Strategic Plan and
next quadrennial program of work, as well as on
the placement of SDG references in the UN Forest Instrument. All our regional and subregional
stakeholders, including FOREST EUROPE, were
invited to provide input to those deliberations. Next
year, when experts begin to discuss how to fulfill
UNFF11’s mandate on the matters at hand, they
will do so having as a basis written material to be
prepared by the Secretariat, taking into account all
contributions received, including from regional and
subregional entities. This shows the strengthened
importance of our partners in the decision-making
process of the Forum.
Dear colleagues,
In 2015 FOREST EUROPE celebrates its 25th anniversary; much has been achieved during those years,
and you should all be very proud, since the unique
collaboration and cooperation fostered by this process has inspired other regions. Congratulations for
the past, and your friends at the UNFF Secretariat
wish you an even brighter future.
I thank you for your attention.
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Union of Foresters
of Southern Europe (USSE)
Ms Leire Salaberria Isasi
Executive President

Distinguished (Madam) Chair, Ministers, Excellencies,
Dear colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen
I have the honor and pleasure of taking the floor
here today on behalf of the Union of Foresters of
Southern Europe.
We are glad to have the opportunity to address this
FOREST EUROPE 7th Ministerial Conference at this
roundtable about future challenges and opportunities. USSE, the foresters of Southern Europe,
has been involved during the two last years in the
preparations for this ministerial conference and
allow us to reiterate that the content of the conference and the priorities of the political framework
are well chosen taking into account the challenges
and new opportunities that European forests face
nowadays. We are very pleased to see that after 25
years of existence the FOREST EUROPE process has
once again been at the forefront in ensuring that the
open dialogue on sustainable forest management
continues in the pan-European region; we are grateful to be an integral part of this process.
We truly believe that an attractive and cost-effective
forest management is vital for the forest sector to
contribute to the development of a green economy,
the adaptation to climate change, job creation, the
prevention of forest fires and other disasters, etc.
Nowadays our forests in Europe face great challenges, allow me to point out the social pressure, the
urbanization and its consequences, the fragmentation, the different uses of the properties: agriculture,
infrastructures, photovoltaics; climate change and
its collateral effects on the forest ecosystem, as well
as natural hazards which are currently very linked
to climate change, such as forests fires, erosion,
desertification, storms and damage caused by pests
or pathogenic organisms.

Europe’s forests are effective carbon sinks and vital
for combatting climate change. We are all waiting
to see what will be the outcomes of the next COP
of the UN Climate Change Convention to be held
in Paris in December, but I would like to highlight
that from our perspective and on what concern
forests, the adaptation to climate change must have
sustainable forest management as starting point,
and for that purpose an adequate policy framework
and conditions that guarantees the profitability of
the forest management in a wide range of ecological
conditions are needed.
The increment of the current risks and challenges
forces us, foresters, to anticipate the probability and
the potential of each risk. Therefore we are glad to
see that the protection of our forests is one of the
topics on the top of the agenda in this conference,
as we need to ensure coherent, stable and effective
policy development at pan-European level in order
to anticipate these risks when possible and maintain the vitality and multi-functionality of forests.
Furthermore we fully support the exchange of
expertise, experiences and information as well
as the reinforcement of the collaboration among
countries on the prevention of risks and the protection of our forests. From the perspective of the
forest owners this kind of initiatives increases the
knowledge and effectiveness when the time to face
all these challenges arrives.
But we do not only see risks and challenges, our
forests are a source of opportunities nowadays and
we, foresters, should take advantage of this. There is
no gainsaying that forests in the context of a green
economy offer great opportunities for the forest
sector, in terms of development, sustainable growth
and creation of jobs. Well-managed forests with
qualified forest managers, workers and entrepreneurs contribute to a sustainable and competitive
forest sector, playing an important role in rural
development.
We very much welcome the definition of green jobs
in the forest sector and find of the most importance
that the employment is raised up in the ministe-
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rial resolution 1. Businesses working with forests
and wood –most of them small and medium-sized
enterprises – contribute significantly to the local
economy, employment, and infrastructure of the
rural areas where they are very often located.
The socio-economic importance of forests is high,
but often underestimated. We need to increase the
awareness and recognition of the economic importance of the forest sector and respective legislative
measures in order to strengthen the forest sector’s
contribution to the sustainable development.
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We are glad to see that the integration of value forest ecosystem services in a green economy is also
part of the resolution 1, which is a relevant matter
for the forest owners too. We need policies that support the provision of different services and goods
but also ensure an adequate financial valuing,
marketing or support and compensation for possible lost revenues. We, as forest owners, have a key
role and responsibility in securing coherence and a
successful implementation of the various environmental forest-related policies, therefore allow me to
point out that the acknowledgement of ownership
rights as well as participatory policy process where
the forest owners among other stakeholders are
involved from the very beginning are crucial.
We should stress the role the forest sector can play
in a moment in which Europe is setting course
for a resource-efficient and sustainable economy.
Wood is a concrete alternative to fossil-fuel based
products and energy and it could replace all fossil
fuel-based products with wood variants. This is the
moment to foster policies which specifically promote the use of renewable natural resources and
their contribution to the bioeconomy, and forests
and its sustainable management have an important

role to play in the contribution to this bio-based low
carbon economy.
We, foresters, need to raise awareness and have a
stronger voice and better tools to convince society
and policy makers.
USSE is ready to keep on working with FOREST
EUROPE in all these relevant matters in the years to
come where forests shall be a relevant key player.
Let me reaffirm the role of FOREST EUROPE as the
high level policy platform where we the stakeholders have always had a voice and we hope that the revision of the process keeps the essence of what has
been these successful 25 years of work at ministerial
level and strengthen the process in order to face the
future challenges that might arise in the region.
Finally, allow me to make a brief reflection about
the fragmentation of the European forest policy as a
consequence of current challenges already mentioned such as the climate change, the energy crisis
or the protection of biodiversity among others, that
has made of the European forest policy structuring
one of the main priorities for many countries and
sectorial organizations in Europe. Europe needs a
sound political framework which is effective beyond individual countries and common standards
in sustainable forest management. For this reason
we still are strongly convinced that a Legally Binding
Agreement (LBA) on Forests in Europe is needed.
We look forward to continuing work on these relevant matters and will support the efforts of FOREST
EUROPE to consolidate current and future developments, considering also that FOREST EUROPE gives
political visibility to the forest sector.
I thank you for your attention.
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Mr Gerhard Mannsberger
Director General of the Forestry
Department
Federal Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry, Environment and Water
Management

in the pan-European region. It set the priorities for
implementing sustainable forest management and
gave guidance for monitoring, assessment and
reporting. FOREST EUROPE has been recognized at
global level as a role model for regional forest policy
development and has given inspiration for other
word regions, e.g. the African region for forest policy
cooperation.

On behalf of

Mr Andrä Rupprechter
Minister
Federal Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry, Environment and Water
Management

Moreover, FOREST EUROPE established various forest policy instruments, in particular also for stakeholder involvement and cross sectoral cooperation
and it fostered cooperation in the field of forestry
with a variety of institutions organizations, in particular UNECE, FAO, IUFRO, EFI, UNEP and PEBLDS.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
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Dear Madame and Mister Co-Chairs
Excellences
Distinguished Delegates

We face well known challenges, such as climate
change and the urgent need for a transition to green
economy. We, the representatives of governments
are expected to find adequate responses to these
challenges. We need effective mechanisms to balance conflicts of interests that arise from the various demands directed towards our forests.

Ladies and Gentlemen
Let me start out with conveying the best wishes
of the Austrian Federal Minister of Agriculture,
Forestry, Environment and Water Management, Mr.
Andrä Rupprechter, who regrets not being able to
participate personally in this important event. He
asked me to address this conference on his behalf.
Dear Madame and Mister Co-Chairs
The FOREST EUROPE Ministerial process is the
back bone of Sustainable Forest Management in the
European Region.
FOREST EUROPE has always looked far beyond simple technical aspects of forest management to the
broader scope of the political relevance of forests
for the environment, the economy and the society
as a whole. With this view, a common understanding and a conceptual framework of sustainable
forest management was developed and established

FOREST EUROPE has a good track record of addressing those challenges. The concept of Sustainable Forest Management we share in this region
gives us a profound basis to build upon.
The present situation calls for new robust political
solutions and a strengthened political framework
on forests in the pan-European region. We should
not forget that innovation rather than routine has
been the key of the FOREST EUROPE’s success - innovation in the sense of having the creativity to find
new forms of cooperation and the courage to make
changes.
This was the spirit behind the Strasbourg conference in 1990, the first political conference on forests
at European scale ever.
This was the spirit behind creating and employing
structures and modalities that allowed holding five
further political conferences.
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This was the spirit behind establishing new formats
of political commitments on forests, such as declarations, resolutions, guidelines and ministerial
statements.
We should therefore not restrict ourselves to what
we have already achieved but push further for even
better solutions.
Austria still believes that a clear and effective legal
framework for sustainable forest management in
the European region would significantly strengthen
the forest sector and would be the most effective
means for securing the implementation of SFM in
the region in the long term.
It is not only a shame but also a big damage for
the forests and the forest sector in Europe that we
failed to achieve consensus on mere administrative issues. We missed the historical chance to give
the forest sector the framework that it needs and
deserves.
In the absence of an European Forest Convention, it
seems necessary to guarantee the current country
driven high level forest process by all means. Therefore, we need to look into how to adapt and consolidate existing working modalities and procedures.

The challenges ahead for forests and the forest
sector cannot be solved through technical means
only, but need strong political support, recognition
at political level, political will and political pressure. This is important also with a few to enhanced
cooperation with all relevant technical bodies and
entities in Europe.
For Austria it is clear that we need a high level
forum to address forest issue at the most relevant
political level - the ministers responsible for Forest
in the European countries – also or if not even more
in the future. We strongly believe that a Legally
Binding Agreement on Forests in Europe should be
finalised as soon as possible. To this end, Austria
is open for all ways and steps that lead to a strong
forest instrument.
Dear Madame and Mister Co-Chairs
Let me conclude by congratulating you and all the
people behind the organisation of this great event.
Let me also stress our confidence in the future Liaison Unit Bratislava and the new GCC after Madrid.
We are looking forward to working with you all.
Thank you very much.
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BELGIUM

Mr René Collin
Minister for Agriculture, Nature, Rural
Affairs, Tourism and Sports
Walloon Government

miques rendus par la forêt via une exonération des
droits de succession sur la valeur des bois sur pied
pour les propriétaires privés.

Messieurs les coprésidents, Messieurs les Ministres,
Chers collègues, Mesdames, Messieurs,

Pour la forêt publique, c’e st le Département de la
Nature et des Forêts de Wallonie qui en assure la
gestion mais, pour mieux conscientiser les élus
communaux, le nouveau code forestier a prévu que
les aménagements soient approuvés par le Conseil
communal et plus par le ministre des forêts, après
enquête publique pour bien associer les acteurs
locaux.

J’ai l’honneur et le plaisir de prendre la parole
aujourd’hui, au nom de la Belgique, de ses trois
Régions, et des Ministres responsables des politiques forestières qui y sont menées.
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La Belgique est consciente de l’importance de
FOREST EUROPE en tant que processus politique
volontaire de haut niveau et apprécie à sa juste
valeur sa contribution au renforcement de la
gestion durable des forêts en Europe depuis 25 ans.
Face aux défis auxquels nous sommes confrontés,
la Belgique estime que la coopération sur les politiques forestières en Europe constitue un outil et un
levier de premier plan.
J’évoquerai ici quelques réalisations ou projets de la
Région wallonne, dans les domaines liés aux grands
thèmes développés par FOREST EUROPE depuis 25
ans.
Mon objectif est de renforcer encore la gestion
durable de la forêt en assurant la reconnaissance
de son caractère multifonctionnel : économique,
environnemental et social.
La Wallonie, qui comprend 80% de la forêt belge, a
adopté en 2008 un nouveau Code forestier intégrant en son article premier les principes, critères et
indicateurs de développement durable adoptés lors
de la Conférence Ministérielle de Lisbonne en 1998.
De nombreuses mesures prévues par le Code
forestier sont une application de ces principes afin
de garantir le développement durable des forêts
wallonnes. A titre d’exemple, ce Code prévoit une
forme de rétribution pour les services écosysté-

Cette exonération est étendue à la valeur du fonds
et à la taxe foncière pour les forêts situées en Natura
2000.

Examinons plus en détail la mise en œuvre des
outils de FOREST EUROPE:
Dès 1997, les critères et indicateurs ont été intégrés
dans la récolte de données de l’Inventaire Permanent des Ressources Forestières de Wallonie.
Cette initiative nous permet actuellement d’appréhender au mieux l’évolution de notre forêt, par des
indicateurs qui n’étaient pas récoltés auparavant,
notamment en matière de biodiversité.
Je me réjouis du travail mené par FOREST EUROPE
pour l’amélioration des critères et indicateurs, présentés lors de cette conférence.
Dans le même esprit, les Recommandations pour la
Gestion durable au niveau opérationnel ont nourri
certaines dispositions du Code forestier, mais
également des arrêtés d’application de celui-ci.
Citons par exemple les mesures de conservation
relatives à la limitation des tailles de mises à blanc,
du drainage et des intrants, le choix des essences
et des provenances, le mélange des essences et des
structures, maintien d’arbres morts, …
Ces mêmes recommandations ont servi de base
aux exigences de gestion forestière de PEFC
International, qui ont permis de certifier une part
importante des forêts wallonnes et européennes,
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selon une compréhension commune de la gestion
durable. En Wallonie, plus de 53% des surfaces
forestières sont certifiées PEFC, la proportion étant
de 98% pour les forêts publiques.

gestion adaptative et anticiper les changements
globaux. Le volet Vulgarisation permet de diffuser
rapidement auprès des gestionnaires les résultats
des recherches.

Ce processus PEFC en Wallonie permet d’améliorer
les pratiques forestières des propriétaires, mais
constitue également un lieu d’apprentissage collectif. Il a par ailleurs amené des groupes aux intérêts
parfois divergents à collaborer et à mieux dialoguer,
ce qui est une condition indispensable pour une
gestion durable.

Pour ce qui concerne la filière forêt-bois, l’Office
Economique Wallon du Bois créé en 2012 est
chargé entre autres du monitoring de la filière, et de
stimuler le développement de la filière bois via des
activités innovantes s’inscrivant dans le champ de
la bio-économie. Une attention toute particulière
doit être accordée à la problématique du bois énergie qui doit être le dernier chaînon de la transformation, lorsqu’il n’y a plus d’autre utilisation possible.

Dans une société urbanisée comme la nôtre, les
forêts sont des lieux de ressourcement qui doivent
rester ouverts au public. C’est par ailleurs une condition sine qua non pour sensibiliser la population à la
sauvegarde de la biodiversité et à l’importance des
services écosystémiques. Des efforts importants ont
été entrepris pour assurer l’accueil des mouvements
de jeunesse en forêt et leur encadrement dans le
cadre d’actions de sensibilisation. Des efforts ont
également été consacrés à la valorisation touristique des grands massifs forestiers, la forêt constituant le premier ‘produit d’appel’ pour les touristes
et contribue ainsi au développement local.
La fonction économique de la forêt est essentielle
; pour les communes rurales, elle participe de
manière significative à leur budget, et offre ainsi des
ressources pour améliorer le bien-être, et dès lors
le maintien des populations tout en assurant des
emplois locaux.
Venons-en aux défis futurs, notamment la protection des forêts vis-à-vis des changements environnementaux : la Wallonie a instauré un Observatoire
Wallon de la Santé des Forêts, en collaboration avec
nos amis français. Accroître la résilience de nos
forêts doit être un objectif prioritaire et celles-ci
sont actuellement fragilisées notamment par une
faible diversité des espèces et une pression excessive du grand gibier.
Un Accord-Cadre de Recherche et de Vulgarisation
Forestières lie le Gouvernement et les Facultés
Forestières de Wallonie, pour développer une

Au-delà de ces quelques exemples, la Belgique
appuie les résolutions et décisions de Madrid, et
plaide pour une collaboration accrue au niveau de
la ‘Grande Europe’, sous l’ombrelle du processus
volontaire de FOREST EUROPE, et dans le cadre
d’une future convention sur les forêts, si un consensus se développe à l’avenir.
Je vous remercie de votre attention.

English version
Distinguished Co-Chairs, Ministers, Colleagues,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
I have the honour and pleasure to speak today on
behalf of Belgium, of the three Regions and of Ministers responsible for forest policies being conducted
there.
Belgium is aware of the importance of FOREST
EUROPE as a volunteer high-level political process
and widely appreciates its contribution to strengthening the sustainable management of forests in
Europe for 25 years. Given the challenges we face,
Belgium considers that cooperation on forest policy
in Europe is a tool and a key lever.
I will mention a few achievements and projects
of the Walloon Region, in areas related to themes
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developed by FOREST EUROPE for 25 years.
My goal is to further strengthen sustainable forest
management by ensuring the recognition of its
multifunctional nature: economic, environmental
and social.
Wallonia, comprising 80% of the Belgian forests,
adopted in 2008 a new Forest Law incorporating in
its first article the principles, criteria and indicators
of sustainable development adopted at the Ministerial Conference in Lisbon in 1998.
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Many measures of the Forest Law are an application of those principles to ensure sustainable
development of the Walloon forests. For example,
the Law provides a form of payment for ecosystem
services supplied by the forest through inheritance
tax exemption on the value of standing timber for
private owners.
This exemption is extended to the fund value and
property taxes for forests located in Natura 2000
sites.
The Nature and Forests Department of Wallonia is
in charge of the management of public forests but
for better awareness among local councillors, the
new Forest Code has provided that the forest management plans have to be approved by the Municipal Council after a public inquiry for fully involving
local actors, and no more by the Minister of Forests.
Let us examine in more detail the implementation
of the FOREST EUROPE tools:
No later than 1997, criteria and indicators have been
integrated into the data collection of the Permanent
Forest Resources Inventory of Wallonia.
This initiative currently allows us to better understand the evolution of our forest by indicators that
were not collected before, including on biodiversity.
I welcome the work carried out by FOREST EUROPE
to improve criteria and indicators, as presented at
this conference.

Similarly, the Guidelines for Sustainable Management at the operational level have fed some of the
provisions of the Forest Code, but also implementing orders thereof. Examples include conservation
measures relating to limit the sizes of clear cuts,
drainage and chemical inputs, the choice of species
and provenances, the mix of species and structures,
maintenance of dead trees, ...
The same recommendations have provided the
basis for forest management requirements of PEFC
International, which allowed to certify an important
part of Walloon and European forests, according to
a common understanding of sustainable management.
In Wallonia, more than 53% of forest areas are
PEFC certified, the proportion being 98% for public
forests.
This PEFC processes in Wallonia allow to improve
forest practices of the owners, but is also a place for
collective learning. It also led groups with sometimes divergent interests to collaborate and better
communicate, which is a prerequisite for sustainable management.
In an urbanized society like ours, forests are places
of healing that must remain open to the public. It is
also a prerequisite for awareness of the preservation of biodiversity and the importance of ecosystem services. Significant efforts have been made to
welcome youth movements in the forest and their
coaching through awareness activities. Efforts have
also been devoted to the tourism development of
Walloon forests that constitute the first attractiveness for tourists and contribute to local development.
The economic function of the forest is essential; for
rural municipalities, it contributes significantly to
their budget, and offers resources to improve the
well-being and therefore maintaining populations
while ensuring local jobs.
Let us turn to future challenges, notably the protection of forests against environmental changes:
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Wallonia established a Walloon Forest Health
Observatory, in collaboration with our French
friends. Increasing the resilience of our forests must
be a priority while these are being undermined in
particular by low species diversity and excessive
pressure of the big game.
A Framework Agreement on Forest Research and
Extension binds the Government and the Forest
Faculties of Wallonia, to develop adaptive management and anticipate global changes. The Extension
part helps to quickly disseminate research results
towards the managers.
Concerning the forest-based sector, the “Office
Economique Wallon du Bois” created in 2012 is in

charge among others of the monitoring of the sector, and of boosting the development of the timber
sector via innovative activities within the scope of
bio-economy. Particular attention should be paid to
the issue of wood energy that must be the last stage
of the processing, when there is no other possible
use.
Beyond these examples, Belgium supports the Madrid resolutions and decisions, and calls for greater
collaboration at the ‘Large Europe’ level, under the
umbrella of the FOREST EUROPE voluntary process, and in the context of a future convention on
forests, if a consensus is developing in the future.
I thank you for your attention.
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FINLAND

Mr Jari Partanen
State Secretary

Excellences, Madam Co-Chair Isabel García Tejerina, Mr Co-Chair Lubomír Jahnátek,
Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen
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It is a great honor and pleasure for me and my
country, Finland, to participate the 7th Ministerial
Conference here in Madrid. Our sincere appreciation to Governments of Spain and Slovak Republic,
the city of Madrid and Spanish people for excellent
organization. Let me reflect three elements in my
short statement, namely history, achievements and
the future of our collaborative work.
In the end of 1980’s the European forests were threatened by a number of factors like air pollution, forest
fires, erosion and damages caused by insects, fungi
and pests. The French Minister of Agriculture and Forests, Mr Henri Nallet visited his Finnish counterpart in
1989. The two ministers decided that these common
and often transboundary problems should be dealt
within the European context. Thus they came up with
the idea to convene a European Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests. The Strasbourg
Ministerial Conference, organized by France and
Finland, took place in December 1990 laying the basis
for continental wide forest policy process.
The second Conference held in Helsinki in 1993 was
a golden opportunity to bring the global decisions
taken at the Rio 1992 Conference on Environment
and Development to a regional level. The Helsinki
Resolutions reflected well the global decisions
taken at the Rio Conference and stimulated the
cooperation with countries with economies in transition linking the Eastern and Western European
countries in the crucial era of Europe’s history. An
important outcome of the Helsinki Conference was
defining the concept “sustainable forest management” for the first time in the history on the high
political level.

The following Conferences - Lisbon, Vienna, Warsaw, Oslo and now in Madrid - have deepened our
understanding on sustainable forest management
and defined the actions needed both at the regional
and national level. Different forest policy tools - like
Pan-European criteria and indicators and operational level guidelines for sustainable forest management, and Pan-European approach for National
Forest Programme - have given practical advice
to enhance sustainable forest management. The
publications “State of Europe’s Forests”, published at
the Ministerial Conferences since 2003, give a good
overview of the status and trends of forests and forest management in Europe.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
If I have to single out one main achievement of the
FOREST EUROPE -process, I would say that it is the
high level political process itself. The main strength
of the process is its character of being an open and
inclusive, flexible process able to provide strategic
guidance on emerging issues. The rotating chairmanship of the process has made the process participatory and country driven. Each host country
of the conference has been able to give a specific
flavour to the process.
Dear participants,
We have a glorious past, we have achieved a lot
but how does the future look alike? At the moment
the FOREST EUROPE -process is at some kind of
crossroads. We are facing new situations and challenges. Yet, I am convinced that the multifunctional
benefits of forests based on their biodiversity and
the whole value chain have an important role to
play in promoting bioeconomy and wellbeing of
our societies. In the future, we see the value for
ministers and policy makers to meet, discuss and
provide guidance to policy development.
We believe that transformation towards a green
economy is an opportunity and a necessity to our
sector and societies. In this respect, I invite us all to
join in the implementation of the “Rovaniemi Ac-
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tion Plan for the Forest Sector in a Green Economy”.
We highlight the importance of broad and active
participation of governments, organizations and
stakeholders throughout the continent. We encourage all of us to build our future on synergies and
cooperation between different countries, organizations and actors.
Thank you!
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FRANCE

Mr Florent Guhl
Deputy Head of Department
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and
Forests

Remerciements à l’adresse de la présidence de
FOREST EUROPE actuelle, l’Espagne, ainsi qu’aux organisateurs et à l’unité de liaison FOREST EUROPE
(secrétariat).
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La France a invité en 1986 la conférence internationale SILVA, qui a adopté « L’appel de Paris pour
les arbres et la forêt ». Cet appel a débouché sur la
1ère conférence ministérielle sur la protection des
forêts en Europe à Strasbourg, en 1990, à l’invitation
conjointe de la France et de la Finlande.
Notre volonté commune, il y a 25 ans, était d’initier
une coopération entre les pays du continent européen sur la gestion durable des forêts et son rôle
dans la protection des forêts.
Cette démarche est un succès.
Déjà six conférences ministérielles ont eu lieu et
grâce à l’implication de nos 46 pays, nous avons
abouti à un « paquet » gestion durable des forêts
complet : définition approfondie de la gestion
durable, boîte à outils complète (lignes directrices
techniques, critères et indicateurs et publication
quinquennale sur l’état des forêts en Europe).
La France a notamment soutenu la mise à jour des
indicateurs de gestion durable des forêts. En effet,
ces indicateurs sont essentiels et doivent pouvoir
évoluer pour prendre en compte au fur et à mesure
de leur apparition les nouveaux enjeux : changement climatique, nouveaux usages du bois, etc.
Ils couvrent maintenant un ensemble cohérent et
très complet des différents aspects de la gestion
durable. La France est convaincue que la connaissance des forêts est la base pour leur protection,
pour leur gestion durable et pour le développement
du secteur forestier. Ces indicateurs sont communs

aux pays FOREST EUROPE et permettent un rapportage unifié, ceci est une des plus grandes réussites
de FOREST EUROPE.
Cet exemple montre que, 25 ans après Strasbourg,
FOREST EUROPE a atteint son objectif de devenir
une plate-forme de dialogue politique de haut niveau
sur les défis et enjeux forestiers et de promouvoir les
concepts et outils de la gestion durable des forêts.
La déclaration et les deux résolutions de cette 7ème
conférence soulignent les deux enjeux majeurs
pour le secteur forestier : 1) nos forêts contribuent
et devront augmenter leur contribution aux grands
défis sociétaux : création d’emplois, fourniture de
matières premières renouvelables et de services
environnementaux, atténuation du changement
climatique et 2) pour cela, elles doivent être en bon
état écologique, c’e st-à-dire qu’il s’agit de préserver
l’état actuel de la biodiversité et de conserver les
fonctionnalités écologiques et le potentiel d’adaptation au changement climatique ce qui nécessite
également une bonne gestion des risques.
Le changement climatique pose un double défi aux
forestiers, l’atténuation et l’adaptation. Le secteur
forestier européen devra savoir les relever, notamment dans le cadre du futur régime international
sur le climat, qui connaîtra une étape importante
pendant la COP 21 à Paris.
FOREST EUROPE doit être, plus que jamais, une
instance capable d’assurer un dialogue politique sur
la gestion durable des forêts et les sujets émergents
concernant la forêt. FOREST EUROPE doit continuer
à assurer d’une part son rôle d’initiative politique
pour porter une vision claire sur les enjeux forestiers stratégiques et d’autre part son rôle de développement d’outils de gestion durable. Une révision de
ses modalités de travail aura lieu sous la prochaine
Présidence et devra permettre de continuer à remplir ces deux objectifs fondamentaux. Ceci passe
également par une bonne coopération entre les institutions actives sur les sujets forestiers en Europe.
La France souhaite remercier toute la communauté
des forestiers, les pays de FOREST EUROPE et leurs
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experts, les institutions en lien avec les sujets forestiers et les présidences passées et à venir pour ce
résultat, dont nous pouvons être fiers.

among all FOREST EUROPE countries and enable
an harmonized reporting on forests. This is one of
the best achievement of FOREST EUROPE.

La France souhaite également une bonne réussite à
la Présidence entrante Slovaque

25 years after Strasbourg conference, FOREST EUROPE has achieved its objective of being a recognized high level policy dialogue platform on forest
challenges and of promoting SFM concept and tools.

De nombreux défis sont devant nous, de nouveaux
apparaîtront dans les 25 ans à venir. La France est
confiante dans notre capacité collective à les relever.

English version
France thanks the government of Spain and the
government of Slovak Republic, the organization as
well as the Liaison unit Madrid.
France invited in 1986 an international conference
named SILVA which adopted the « Paris call for trees
and forest », or “Appel de Paris pour les arbres et la
forêt”. It led to the First Ministerial Conference on the
Protection of Forests in Europe, held in Strasbourg in
1990, on the initiative of France and Finland.
Our main goal, 25 years ago, was to initiate a close
cooperation throughout Europe for the protection
of forests, based on sustainable forest management
(SFM). This approach is a success.
Six ministerial conferences have been held and,
thanks to the involvement of 46 european countries, we obtained a well developed SFM package :
extensive definition of SFM, operational SFM tool
box ( several technical guidelines, criteria and indicators and SoEF publication).
France has supported in particular the updating
of SFM indicators. Indeed, those are of high importance and have to evolve in order to take into
account new challenges appearing: climate change,
new wood uses, etc. They now cover a consistent
and comprehensive set of SFM aspects. France is
convinced that a good level of knowledge is the
basis for the protection of forests, SFM and forest
sector development. Those indicators are shared

The declaration and two resolutions of the 7th ministerial conference underline two major issues for
the forest sector: 1) our forests do contribute and will
have to increase their contribution to society needs:
jobs creation, renewable raw material and ecosystem services supply, climate change mitigation and
2) to achieve that, forests have to be maintained
in a good ecological status, so as to maintain and
enhance their biodiversity and sustain their ecological functions and adaptation potential to climate
change, including on efficient risk management.
Climate change raises a double challenge to foresters,
mitigation and adaptation. The European forest sector will need to take up those challenges, including
in the framework of the future international climate
regime, with COP 21 in Paris being an important step.
FOREST EUROPE shall keep on ensuring its role of
SFM policy dialogue platform on emerging issues,
so as to provide a clear vision and political guidance and to further develop SFM tools. A review
of its working modalities will be led during next
presidency and should improve its ability to ensure
its role. France wishes a close cooperation between
forest related institutions in Europe.
France wishes to thank the whole forest community, especially FOREST EUROPE countries, experts
and forest related institutions we work with, for
such an achievement we can be proud of.
We also thank the past presidencies and Spain.
We wish success to the incoming Slovakian presidency.
We face many challenges and new ones will come
in the next 25 years. France is confident in our collective capacity to take them up.

119

GEORGIA

Mr Besarion Abashidze
Deputy Minister
Ministry of the Environment and
Natural Resources Protection

Excellencies,
Honorable Chair,
Distinguished delegates,
Ladies and gentlemen,
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It is a great pleasure and honor for me to be here at
the FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference with
you all, distinguished representatives from Europe
and all over the world.
On behalf of the Georgian Government I would like
to convey special thanks to the Spanish Government and Madrid Liaison Unit for the remarkable
organization of the Conferences. We appreciate
the work that has been done by the Spanish side,
together with the signature and observing parties
of “FOREST EUROPE” for the progress made towards
building the framework for strengthening cooperation between the states of European continent in
the field of forestry.
We fully support the proceeding towards the implementation of the commitments from previous
Ministerial Conferences, as well as the adoption and
strategy development of present Decisions, Resolutions, Declaration and the updated Pan-European
Indicators for Sustainable Forest Management. We
are prepared to implement them in our national
strategies, programmes and initiatives. Moreover, we
highly compliment the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee, the working groups and all the stakeholders taking part in the development process of
Legally Binding Agreement on Forests in Europe.
We believe that these high-level policy decisions
will enhance the role of forests in mitigating climate

change, conserving biodiversity, fostering a low
carbon economy, providing green jobs and addressing ways and means of tackling the issues of illegal
logging.
The European Union and Georgia signed the
Association Agreement (AA), including the Deep
and Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA)
element in June 2014. It is a comprehensive and
politically stronger document with the potential to
lead co-operation between European Union and
Georgia towards qualitatively new and higher levels
in many important sectors, including the field of
Environment.
Georgia is a small country with around 40% forest
cover and has a significant potential in production
of wood and other wood products. 90-95% of Georgian forests are natural origin. It has a great heritage
in terms of biodiversity and can play a considerable
role in terms of protection of ecosystems and ecoheritage both locally and globally. Georgia enjoys
important position among the world’s 34 hot spots
recognized for rich biodiversity. Country creates
favorable environment for investment in the sector
with its many resources still untapped. On the other
hand, more than 20% of forests are protected, being
given the status of national parks and protected
areas.
We believe sustainable management of forests
in Georgia will ensure the creation of green jobs,
infrastructure development, support recreational
and tourism industries and enhance the qualitative and quantitative characteristics of forests, so
that ecological, social and economic functions of
forests are balanced and the sustainability ensured.
To this end, we understand the importance of the
forest sector reform, which, in return, should be
grounded on a National Forest Policy and Strategy.
Unfortunately due to currently occupied regions of
Abkhazia, Georgia and the Tskhinvali Region/South
Ossetia, Georgia by the Russian Federation we are
limited to control the extensive forest areas in order
to ensure implementation of the principles of sustainable forest management on those territories.
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Georgia greatly appreciates the assistance we are
already receiving from many European countries
and the international community to achieve best
practices in forest sector development and we look
forward to more substantial intergovernmental
cooperation in terms of stronger networking of
forestry experts.
Ladies and gentlemen,
Here we are to contribute to the global struggle to
solve climate change challenges, safeguard biodi-

versity and foster a green, low carbon economy.
We can set and strive to achieve targets and move
step further towards strengthening framework for
protection and sustainable management of forests
throughout the European Continent.
Wish you all the success and strongly believe that
the “FOREST EUROPE” Ministerial Conference will
further contribute to the Protection of Forests in Europe and encourage the forest sector development.
Thank you for your attention and cooperation.
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GERMANY

Mr Christian Schmidt
Minister
Federal Ministry of Food and
Agriculture

Co-Chairs,
Excellencies,

The resolutions and decisions to be signed today
provide the framework for the challenges that we
will be facing in the years to come.
I am convinced that the future reforms agreed upon
at this ministerial conference will make the overall
process even better.
You can rely on Germany’s support in this regard.
We will continue to back the FOREST EUROPE process to the best of our ability.

Colleagues,
Delegate,
25 years ago, almost all of Europe was delirious with
joy. Much of what had previously seemed inconceivable was within reach.
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We Germans celebrated our Reunification, and
many eastern European countries celebrated their
independence after peaceful revolutions.
The forestry ministers saw their chance as well and
started a historic project: the FOREST EUROPE process.
The FOREST EUROPE process has prepared the
way for a joint European forestry policy and enabled great progress to be made in this area.
Since the so-called Iron Curtain came down, it has
helped the forestry sectors of our eastern neighbors receive rapid support in their transformation
processes.
And the FOREST EUROPE process continues to set
standards with its definition of the criteria and indicators of sustainable forest management and other
forestry policy documents.
I would therefore like to express my particular
thanks at this juncture to the seven countries who
have chaired FOREST EUROPE over the last 25
years. And most especially to Spain, our host today.
I wish Slovakia, the new chair country, every success and assure you that you will have Germany’s
whole-hearted support for the next five years.

But permit me at this point to also comment on
the negotiations regarding the European Forest
Convention.
To make the process more efficient and effective,
the European States reached the decision in Oslo
in 2011 to also negotiate legally binding rules for the
forestry sector.
I greatly regret that it has not been possible to successfully conclude the negotiations.
You all know that this was not due to technical differences.
But I believe that international forestry legislation and comprehensive legally binding rules for
sustainable forest management remain vitally
important. As the challenges facing forests and the
demands made on the forestry sector are growing.
I therefore still regard the reasoning behind the Oslo
ministerial resolution as relevant.
The FOREST EUROPE process will continue to play
an important role in forthcoming years as a ministerial process.
We should therefore in future explore all options at
political level as well as at technical level in order
to formulate the desired legally binding rules as
quickly as possible.
Thank you very much!
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GREECE

Mr Ioannis Tsironis
Deputy Minister
Ministry of Environment, Energy and
Climate Change

FOREST EUROPE should respond to those challenges and opportunities. We expect that its upcoming
review will make FOREST EUROPE fit for the future.

Dear Co Chairs,

In Greece, sustainable forest management has been
implemented for more than 100 years. Forests are
high on the agenda of our government and our top
priorities include the completion of the forest maps
and subsequently the forest cadastre. Furthermore a
new law is under way that will regulate the operation
of the Forest Cooperatives, which is very important
not only for the implementation of sustainable forest
management and the protection of forests, but also
with an aim to increase the contribution of forestry to
the GDP and the green economy and to help combat
unemployment by creating new and stable jobs.

Distinguished Ministers, Ladies and Gentlemen
I am honored to be here representing Greece and
I would like to congratulate Spain and the Slovak
Republic for the organization of the ministerial conference as well as for the warm hospitality.
Twenty five years have already passed since the
inception of FOREST EUROPE that has evolved to a
well-recognized European forest policy forum. During this period we have achieved to produce a large
number of relevant forest policy decisions and
sustainable forest management tools, contributing
thus significantly to the protection and sustainable
management of forests in Europe.
We are happy to be part of this process and having
organized two FOREST EUROPE meetings in Greece:
the “First meeting on exploring the potential for an
LBA, in Athens in 2008 and a “Workshop on Forest
Fire Risks and Fire Prevention” in Rhodes in 2010.
And it should be highlighted that one of the greatest
achievements of FOREST EUROPE includes the
start of negotiations for a possible Legally Binding
Agreement. Even though the negotiations were not
concluded, the Draft Negotiating Text constitutes a
solid basis for further work in order to find common
ground by 2020, at latest.
It is a fact that the forest sector faces a number of
challenges but at the same time opportunities too,
such as the increasing demand of wood for energy
purposes, the conservation of forest biodiversity
and the contribution of forests to the green economy and the climate change.

There is need to integrate European forests, that are
vital, productive and multifunctional, into a green
economy and sustainable development.

Moreover, adaptation to climate change is one of
our priorities as it has an impact on their health and
stability. Climate change impacts on forests has to
be taken into consideration –wherever necessarywhile developing forest management plans.
To that end, we have successfully implemented a
LIFE project entitled “Adaptation of forest management to climate change in Greece. In the framework
of the project, new management objectives were set
and appropriate adaptation measures were incorporated into the Forest Management Plans of the
four project pilot sites (at local level). Furthermore,
guidelines were published –and training seminar
was organized- to enhance the capacity of the personnel of Greek Forest Services in adjusting forest
management accordingly.
I would like to conclude, by expressing our firm
commitment to the FOREST EUROPE’s vision, goals
and targets for European forests. To this direction
Greece will sign the documents of the 7th FOREST
EUROPE Ministerial Conference and the Extraordinary Ministerial Conference.
Thank you for your attention!
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HUNGARY

Mr Sándor Fazekas
Minister
Ministry of Agriculture

Dear Mister Chairman, Excellences, Ladies and
Gentlemen,
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Hungary has been actively involved in the FOREST
EUROPE process since the first ministerial conference held in Strasbourg. We believe that the case of
forests, forest management and the development of
sustainable forest-management, as well as its implementation call for technical and political discussions at a European level, exactly as they have been
held within the framework of the FOREST EUROPE
process for 25 years.
The results of these past 25 years and the number
of participating countries proved that the process
launched in Strasbourg is viable, important and useful to the cooperating countries. The documents
adopted at the ministerial conferences provided
and still provide guidance in the development of
national forest policies. In several countries, among
them in Hungary, they have been integrated into the
national legislation, the national forest programmes
and the forest management practices. Let me bring
only one example. Hungary also uses the set of
criteria and indicators to be approved in a revised
form at the Madrid conference in order to monitor
the results of sustainable forest management.
Each country has its national characteristics in forest management. Nevertheless, there are numerous
common problems and global challenges to which
solutions may and must be found at a European
level. As before, we envisage the FOREST EUROPE
process to have a central role in these joint efforts to find common solutions. While we can be
proud of the results of the last 25 years, we must

also be able to learn from its lessons, which must
be integrated into practical cooperation following
ministerial decision planned for approval. Among
future challenges, let me focus on at least one, on
climate change, and let me also associate it with the
topic of the protection of forests. Hungary is not the
only country in Europe where climate change has
triggered unfavourable changes in the condition of
forests. According to projections, such changes will
accelerate. In relation to forest damages attributed
to European air pollution in the 1980s and 1990s,
European countries began to cooperate to assess
damages and to monitor forests. Owing to the reduction of emissions, to which the alarm signals of
foresters also contributed, forest damage caused by
air pollution has significantly reduced and shrank
on our continent.
These days we see that climate change could be an
even greater threat to our forests than air pollution.
That is why we believe that forests must be monitored at a European level, in a coordinated way, and
the forest monitoring system should be strengthened in order to be able to assess the impacts of climate change on forests more accurately. The results
of these surveys can be used as the basis of adaptation measures to optimise the carbon sequestration
ability of the forestry sector, where the FOREST
EUROPE process could take the lead.
At the end of my contribution, I wish to take the
opportunity to congratulate the experts involved in
the preparation of the documents to be adopted at
the conference. Hungary agrees with the contents
of the documents and supports their approval.
Finally, I wish to thank the Government of Spain
and the Government of the Slovak Republic for the
organisation of the 7th Ministerial Conference, as
well as the Liaison Unit Madrid for their high quality
work performed since the Oslo conference.
Thank you for your attention.
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LATVIA

Mr Arvids Ozols
Head of Department
Ministry of Agriculture

Mr. Chairmen, Excellence’s, Ladies and Gentlemen
It is an honor and pleasure for me to address FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference on behalf of
Latvia’s Government.
Let me express our highest appreciation for the
work done by governments of Spain and Slovakia in
preparation of this conference.
Countries of Europe are responsible for the stewardship of approximately one quarter of the world’s
forests. This challenge should be met in a manner
that ensures sustainable forest management including economical contribution to society’s development, social functions and conservation and
appropriate enhancement of forest biodiversity.
Significant progress has been made in the years
since the First Ministerial Conference in Strasbourg,
when the Europe made the first step toward common understanding of the role forests and forest
sector can play in a rapidly changing environment.
Achievements of FOREST EUROPE process:
• Balanced manner – has provided platform for
political discussions on wide range of issues
keeping forest, forest management and recently
whole forest sector in the center.
• Concept of sustainable forest management was
examined through FOREST EUROPE process
and is increasingly important and recognizable.
• Reference to sustainable forest management
definition as defined in Helsinki resolution is
widely used.
• Criteria and indicators for sustainable forest
management were know how developed by
FOREST EUROPE process, they are still important and what is even more important they
are alive and developing and this Ministerial
conference is a proof of that.

• Criteria and indicators for sustainable forest
management have proved their usefulness as
they are used as the framework for evaluation
of sustainable forest management and even
more in some cases as in Latvia they have
become a legal reference to report on forest
management to society.
• Has elaborated wide range of guiding principles
starting from national forest programs to operational level guidelines.
• FOREST EUROPE has been a process, which
allows flexibility to choose instruments for
implementation at national level
• The FOREST EUROPE process has been as the
link between other international processes and
operational level forest management
• Recent format of the process has allowed highlighting issues up to date.
• De Facto FOREST EUROPE process has elaborated European Forest Policy but not De Jure
this still remain a challenge.
Future:
This Ministerial conference is going to adopt Madrid Ministerial Decision The future direction of
FOREST EUROPE.
So far we have discussed International arrangement on forests and now we have opportunity to
develop further European arrangement on forests
in order to achieve best synergy between different
forest related processes in Europe
There are more and more requests to prove sustainability in forest management and of different forest
products – this challenge has to be addressed at
political level.
In our view another priority after this ministerial
conference is to find a solution for potential European
forest LBI issue otherwise it will become outdated.
Latvia was active participant of FOREST EUROPE
process and will contribute to it in future.
Thank you for attention!
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POLAND

Ms Katarzyna Kępka
Undersecretary of State
Ministry of the Environment

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Spain
for all the hard work that has been put in chairing
the FOREST EUROPE process, hosting the Liaison
Unit in Madrid and organizing this Conference.
I would like to emphasize how important your
contribution is in shaping the international forestry
policy.
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Looking back and analysing the history of our involvement within the FOREST EUROPE framework,
it becomes obvious how far we have come. Nevertheless, this does not imply that our efforts have
ended, as we still have a lot to do.
It is worth remembering that despite the fact that 25
years ago we faced different political challenges, different problems as well as the condition of forests
in Europe, the need to act for forests and the benefit
of forests was the force that united us. This created
the frame for our commitment, adequate for those
times, which enabled us to create a common approach, rules for protecting and managing forests
beyond state boundaries. In hindsight one can
wonder about the efficiency and adequacy of the
form of cooperation in the current legal, institutional and organizational reality of forestry in Europe.
In this group we realize that today we need much
more than that. As ministers responsible for forests
in Europe, we have to remember this and face the
challenges that our predecessors took up 25 years
ago - because no one dismisses us from the responsibility of continuing our actions for the benefit of
forests in Europe.
Poland is very pleased to be in a group of countries
which have been continuously active during the
process, organizing and hosting the ministerial conference in Warsaw in 2007. We can say today, that

despite taking up challenges after that period and
attempting to create a subsequent, new frame of
cooperation in the form of LBA negotiations, which
turned out to be very difficult, those actions have
started a new and very important chapter in the history of the process. We need a form of cooperation
which is adequate for our times and challenges,
so we can continue to strengthen and improve the
effectiveness of our common activities for forests
in Europe. Thanks to this international cooperation the idea of sustainable forest management has
become a standard in most European countries.
The FOREST EUROPE high-level political process
creates a communication platform for Ministers
who are responsible for forestry in Europe. Our participation in these meetings expresses our support
for the further development of cooperation within
the frame of this unique high-level political process
called FOREST EUROPE.
I would also like to express my appreciation for all
the countries which have taken up the challenge,
and have not only been actively supporting the
LBA negotiation process, but also implementing the
goals and targets adopted during the Oslo Conference in 2011, which turned out to be a good road
sign in our vision for forests in Europe by the year
2020. Simultaneously, I express my hope that this
effort will be put to good use and that we will be
able to utilise our gained experience for the further
development of sustainable forest management in
Europe.
The FOREST EUROPE Conference in Madrid
should have tangible results with obligations to
those countries, who will be willing to join the LBA
agreement. Let’s use all opportunities, including the
ones related to the current global processes. The
UNFF resolution invites regional mechanisms and
processes to develop and strengthen programs on
sustainable forest management. As I have emphasized in the beginning, despite the passing years,
there is still need for action.
Thank you for your attention.
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Forest Certification
Schemes
Ms Ana Belén Noriega
Secretary General PEFC Spain
PEFC

The Programme for the Endorsement of Forest
Certification (PEFC) appreciates the opportunity
to share its views on the work of FOREST EUROPE
during these 25 years

there are processes beyond the forest which
governments and the biomass sector needs,
such as the raw figures for greenhouse calculations. PEFC recognises this need and so is
providing additional tools to allow these calculations to be made along the supply chain.
3.

PEFC welcomes the Resolutions on Forest sector in
the centre of Green Economy and Protection of Forest in a Changing environment; PEFC would like to
encourage FE to foster the participation of a wider
range of stakeholder groups within the FOREST
EUROPE process
For the ongoing and future work of FOREST EUROPE, PEFC would like to underline some important issues:
1.

2.

Regarding the delivery of Sustainable Development Goals – some 9 of the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals are actually relevant to
forestry (although most people focus only on
goal 15) and from PEFC’s point of view we must
focus on all of these bearing in mind that the
challenges in Europe are not as huge as for
developing countries. FOREST EUROPE needs
to be mindful that it is ultimately operating in
a global context concerning society’s expectations of forestry and that it impacts on the
actual delivery of sustainable livelihood worldwide. It must continue to do so without creating
unnecessary barriers and obstacles to access to
markets by developing countries.
Regarding the issue of Sustainable Biomass –
we welcome the outcomes of the revision of
FE C&I where forest certification is considered
a major tool for the fulfilment of SFM at the
forest unit level to provide sustainably sourced
biomass. PEFC would like to stress the need of
strengthening the definition of SFM as a widely
agreed definition for sustainability However

4.

Dealing with the challenges of climate change,
“landscape approaches” are required for sustainable management of land-use from rural to
urban uses. The forestry Sector and FE needs
to be mindful that it produces results that allow
for more integrated land use planning to be
effectively delivered. PEFC is looking at the role
of “Trees outside forests” and their integrate in
forest management and certification in larger
land use planning processes, that might require
wider scope and engagement with other sustainable land use management processes at a
political level. This will greatly assist help society to mitigate and adapt land use management
to combat and adapt to the effects of climate
change.
Regarding the future work of FOREST EUROPE –
Although the concept of multiple use of forests
is understood and supported in Europe by
most actors, there is an increasing tendency
to zone all forestry land use into conservation,
protection and /or production use etc. elsewhere in the world. There is an urgent need
for Forests Europe, FAO , UNEP and others to
actively engage in this “Zonal” versus “multiple
use” forestry debate bearing in mind the positive and negative impacts and consequences
for rural communities and their sustainable
livelihoods – not only in Europe but worldwide.
PEFC believes that more research is required
into the benefits and downside of either approach so that a mature debate can be held at
international level (as well as at national and local level) as to the best way forward for society
as a whole when considering this in the context
of the challenges of climate change and the sustainable development goals. PEFC is prepared
to engage in this process.
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Group of ‘Forest Owners and Managers’
Confederation of European Forest Owners (CEPF)
European Farmers and European Agri-Cooperatives
(COPA-COGECA)
European Landowners’ Organization (ELO)
European State Forest Association (EUSTAFOR)
Union of Foresters of Southern Europe (USSE)

Mr Peter-Olof Wedin
President
EUSTAFOR
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The major group of public and private forest owners and managers as well as other land owners,
represented by the Confederation of European
Forest Owners (CEPF), European Farmers and
European Agri-Cooperatives (COPA-COGECA), European Landowners’ Organization (ELO), European
State Forest Association (EUSTAFOR), European
Federation of Municipal Forest Owners (FECOF),
and Union of Foresters of Southern Europe (USSE),
welcome the Madrid Ministerial Declaration which
summarizes and reflects on 25 years of promoting
sustainable forest management by the FOREST
EUROPE process.
The 7th Ministerial Conference of FOREST EUROPE
in Madrid provides us with an extraordinary occasion to recapitulate the major achievements of our
25 years of cooperation on forests in the pan-European region.
Twenty-five years ago, in 1990 in Strasbourg, the
ministers responsible for forests gathered for the
first time to share their concerns about the health of
European forests and to seek for solutions and a European approach to improve it. Since then FOREST
EUROPE has been well established and developed
as an efficient platform for European countries and
stakeholders to debate on emerging forest policy
issues.
Twenty-five years of FOREST EUROPE provide good
evidence that this process has been useful. Today
in Europe we have well-functioning forest monitor-

ing systems and research programs, gene banks
and advanced forest fire prevention systems. FOREST EUROPE succeeded in developing a genuine
European contribution to the global forest agenda
agreed at the UNCED Rio Summit in 1992.
As early as 1993, sustainable forest management
(SFM) was defined as a political concept and
its main principles were developed. It is widely
implemented and remains valid today. Since then,
SFM has been broadly incorporated in the national
forest legislations and policies of all European
countries, making them pioneers in implementing
SFM on the ground.
The subsequent Ministerial Conferences undertook
further endeavors that gave birth to the panEuropean criteria and indicators for SFM and the
pan-European operational level guidelines (PEOLG)
as well as national forest programs. These are the
practical policy tools for implementing SFM on the
ground.
Over the years, the FOREST EUROPE declarations
and resolutions addressed emerging challenges
and societal demands such as forestry in crosssectoral cooperation and the economic viability of
SFM, the protection of forest biodiversity, soils, and
water sources as well as the use of forest biomass
for bioenergy and other purposes. Last but not least,
this process also succeeded in opening a completely new chapter on a legally binding framework for
Europe’s forests.
However, further efforts are required in addition to
these achievements in order to make the process
and its outcomes more meaningful and translate
them into concrete actions at national and European levels.

Roundtable 5: 25 years of FOREST EUROPE

The biggest merit of the FOREST EUROPE process
is its transparent and constructive participatory
dialogue, which currently involves 46 European
governments and the European Commission as
well as numerous forest sector stakeholders and
other international organizations. European forest
owners and managers have always supported the
process and have contributed with their highly
valuable practical experience and knowledge,
which come from the practical implementation
of SFM. An open and transparent dialogue is the
essential guiding principle of this process, ensuring
that those who own and actually take care of the
forest in Europe remain well involved in all future
debates and decisions.
Today’s challenges regarding forests and the forestbased sector are more complex and demanding

than ever. We therefore agree that this process
needs to be adapted in order to be able to respond
to current and emerging challenges and opportunities. We believe that making this crucial decision
now to strengthen the FOREST EUROPE process
will ensure and further develop the sustainable
management of European forests and their multipurpose use for the benefit of everyone.
To recapitulate, the European public and private
forest owners and managers as well as other land
owners fully support the ongoing initiative towards
further strengthening the current FOREST EUROPE
process with a view to achieve its increased effectiveness and recognition at pan-European and
global levels. European forest owners and managers
are ready to contribute and take further responsibility towards the next stage of this important process.
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Ministerial documents
							of the
th
7 FOREST EUROPE
					Ministerial
						Conference

Four ministerial documents, the ‘Madrid Ministerial
Declaration: 25 years together promoting Sustainable
Forest Management in Europe’, the ‘Madrid Ministerial Resolution 1: Forest sector in the center of Green
Economy’, the ‘Madrid Ministerial Resolution 2:
Protection of forests in a changing environment’, and
the ‘Madrid Ministerial Decision: The future direction
of FOREST EUROPE’, were presented, adopted and
signed by the ministers and high level representatives responsible for forests in the Conference.
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In the ministerial document ‘Madrid Ministerial
Resolution 1: Forest sector in the center of Green
Economy’, presented for signature, a sentence was
missing in the first paragraph from the version
adopted by the Expert Level Meeting on 1 July 2015:
“and the Oslo Ministerial Decision “European Forests 2020“. This was announced at the Conference
and the resolution was adopted accordingly.

Ministerial documents of the 7 th FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference

MADRID MINISTERIAL DECLARATION
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Madrid Ministerial Declaration

134

Ministerial documents of the 7 th FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference

Madrid Ministerial Declaration

135

Madrid Ministerial Declaration

136

Ministerial documents of the 7 th FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference

Madrid Ministerial Declaration

137

Madrid Ministerial Declaration

138

Ministerial documents of the 7 th FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference

Madrid Ministerial Declaration

139

Madrid Ministerial Declaration
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Madrid Ministerial Resolution 1
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MADRID MINISTERIAL RESOLUTION 2
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MADRID MINISTERIAL DECISION
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Closing
		Statements

SPAIN

Mr Carlos Cabanas Godino
Secretary General of Agriculture and
Food
Ministry of Agriculture, Food
and the Environment
On behalf of

Ms Isabel García Tejerina
Minister
Ministry of Agriculture, Food
and the Environment

Dear colleagues,
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This conference is coming to an end. Firstly, I would
like to acknowledge the joint work carried out
over these two highly productive days. The resulting commitments undertaken and signed here in
Madrid establish the bases for our joint work on
forestry policies over the coming years in the panEuropean region.
Before we leave, allow me to point out some relevant aspects of this two-day meeting, in which we
have addressed topics that are highly important for
our forests.

At this conference we have assumed the important
responsibility of ensuring that the process will continue to serve as a high-level political platform from
which we can face the challenges to forests in the
pan-European region over the coming years.
Increasing the hectares of forests and promoting
and implementing sustainable forest management
undoubtedly brings about higher environmental,
economic and sociocultural benefits to individuals and society as a whole. It is worth keeping in
mind that more sustainably managed forests means
more stable soil, good quality water and habitats
for forest species; better protection against natural
disasters such as floods, landslides and avalanches;
and opportunities to supply forest products and
create green jobs in the forestry sector, which leads
to greater social integration. In short, forests provide
more opportunities for sustainable development.
The commitments undertaken over these two days
contribute to strengthening the existing cooperation among the signatories of the FOREST EUROPE
process. They also lead to cooperation with other
international organisations and processes that
work in the forest sector and in the areas of climate
change, biodiversity, desertification, energy, rural
development and agriculture, among others. Obviously, all of these can have an impact on our forests.
Cooperation is essential if we are to ensure the
multiple functions of forests.

It seems that we all agree that the challenges facing European forests are not limited to forests in
Europe. In fact, the challenges are many and they
are global, regional and local. Therefore, it is only
through international collaboration and cooperation, and political commitments such as the ones
undertaken in this conference, that we can hope to
face global challenges at the regional level.

For Spain, the chairmanship of FOREST EUROPE
has meant four years full of challenges that we
could not have faced without the collaboration and
support of all of you, the other signatory countries
and observer organisations. Concerning this, I
would also like to acknowledge the great work carried out by the Secretariat. My sincere gratitude to
the Liaison Unit Madrid for the fine work they have
done over the last four years.

That is why a process like FOREST EUROPE is so vital. The work carried out by FOREST EUROPE over
the past 25 years has been essential in strengthening cooperation in forestry policies and implementing sustainable forest management in our region.

It is now time to leave the process in the good hands
of the Slovak Republic. Ministers, dear colleagues
and friends, thank you again for the opportunity to
host this Madrid Conference. Congratulations to all
those who contributed to making it a great success.

Closing Statements

My special thanks to the Conference’s Organising
Team for their splendid logistics management and,
finally, to the interpreters for their efficient and effective work. Thank you very much.
Ladies and gentlemen, we will see each other gain
this afternoon at the Extraordinary Conference.
This conference has officially come to an end.
Thank you.
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Reports for the
				Ministerial
					Conference

Three relevant reports were presented at the 7th
FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference:
1.

2.

The FOREST EUROPE report ‘State of Europe’s
Forests 2015’ (SoEF 2015), which analyses the
status, changes and trends of forest indicators
and forest management in Europe since the previous FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference.
A report including a mid-term evaluation on
the level of accomplishment of the targets to

be achieved by 2020 in support of the goals for
European forests agreed at the Oslo Ministerial
Conference in 2011.
3.

A report analysing the national and panEuropean implementation of FOREST EUROPE
commitments up to the 7th FOREST EUROPE
Ministerial Conference, and focusing on activities since the 6th Ministerial Conference held in
Oslo in 2011.

State of Europe’s Forests 2015 & Summary for Policy Makers
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The State of Europe’s Forests 2015 report offers a
comprehensive overview of European forests, their
current status, trends and the policy responses related to them. It also gives an instructive insight into
sustainable forest management in the region during
the period 1990-2015.
By providing detailed information about the current status of European forests and the associated
trends over the last 25 years, this report aims to
stimulate debate on the role of forests in society
and the implementation of sustainable forest management in the region.

The State of Europe’s Forests 2015 report was
presented together with its Summary for Policy
Makers. These two documents are available at the
following links:
· State of Europe’s Forests 2015 report: http://
www.foresteurope.org/docs/fullsoef2015.pdf
· Summary for Policy Makers: http://www.foresteurope.org/documentos/summary-policymakers.pdf
· Corrigendum: http://www.foresteurope.
org/sites/default/files/CorrigendumSoEF2015_29102015.pdf

Implementation of the FOREST EUROPE Commitments:
National and Pan-European Actions 2011 - 2015
The publication entitled ‘Implementation of the
FOREST EUROPE Commitments - National and panEuropean actions 2011-2015’ examines the national
and regional implementation of political commitments made through FOREST EUROPE resolutions,
decisions, declarations and statements up to the
7th FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference. In particular it focuses on the activities carried out since
the 6th Ministerial Conference held in Oslo in 2011

in order to fulfil the agreements that were reached
there.
This is the 4th monitoring report of its kind, and
follows and updates those presented at the FOREST
EUROPE Ministerial Conferences held in Vienna
(2003), Warsaw (2007) and Oslo (2011). It provides
information on the level of implementation of
the commitments by looking at the actions and
measures taken (as well as the experience gained)

Reports for the Ministerial Conference

by the FOREST EUROPE signatories. It also provides
a selection of success stories; effective actions carried out by countries as they put into practice the
commitments.

The publication is available at the following link:
http://www.foresteurope.org/documentos/ImplementationCommitments2015.pdf

Mid-Term Evaluation Goals and 2020 Targets
The FOREST EUROPE publication ‘Meeting the
Goals for European Forests and the European
2020 Targets for Forests - Report on the Mid-term
Evaluation of the Goals for European Forests and
the European 2020 Targets for Forests’ was written by experts from the European Forest Institute
(EFI). Based on the available information of 29 of
the 35 quantitative indicators and all the qualitative pan-European Indicators for Sustainable Forest
Management, it includes a mid-term assessment on
the implementation and achievement of the eight
‘Goals for European Forests’ and the nine ‘European
2020 Targets for Forests’ that support the shared
vision agreed by the representatives of the FOREST
EUROPE signatories at the Oslo Ministerial Conference in 2011.

The publication is available at:
http://www.foresteurope.org/documentos/MID_
TERM_EvaluatG&2020T_2015.pdf
The information provided in this report, considered
together with the information contained in the
previously mentioned report on the Implementation of the FOREST EUROPE Commitments, gives a
comprehensive view of the level of achievement at
both national and regional levels of the Goals and
Targets adopted in Oslo. The conclusions drawn
from this analysis will also serve as background information for political discussions and the possible
responses to current and future opportunities and
challenges related to achieving the commitments
made within the FOREST EUROPE process.
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Introduction

The FOREST EUROPE Extraordinary Ministerial
Conference, which took place in the afternoon of
21 October 2015, was conceived in 2011 in the Oslo
Ministerial Mandate for Negotiating a Legally Binding Agreement on Forests in Europe with the specific aim of receiving and considering the results of
these negotiations.
The negotiations for a Legally Binding Agreement
on Forests in Europe were launched by ministers responsible for forests in Europe at the 6th Ministerial
Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe
(Oslo, Norway, 14-16 June 2011). They did so under
the strong conviction that further international action was required to reinforce the implementation of
sustainable forest management and so guarantee a
balanced and stable continuity of all economic, environmental, and social forest functions in Europe.

After the completion of its work, and in accordance with the procedure established by the Oslo
Mandate, the Committee presented its results
to a FOREST EUROPE Extraordinary Ministerial
Conference. At such Conference, FOREST EUROPE
signatories acknowledged the work of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee and its outcomes, and, recognizing the great effort invested in
the negotiations, agreed that the draft negotiating
text should serve as the basis for future considerations on a Legally Binding Agreement on forests in
Europe.

With the mandate to develop this agreement, an
Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC)
was then set up.

Ministers also committed to exploring possible
ways to find common ground on the Legally Binding Agreement by 2020 at the latest. In doing so,
they set a new time horizon to debate a possible
agreement that could serve as a framework for
coherent forest policy development and implementation in the pan-European region, as well as to
reinforce the implementation of sustainable forest
management in the continent.

FOREST EUROPE’s 46 signatory countries, the European Union, and observers to the process including
non-European countries, international organisations, NGOs, representatives of forest owners and
related industries, the academic and scientific community and other forest stakeholders were involved
in this negotiation process.

The FOREST EUROPE Extraordinary Ministerial Conference was convened in addition to the
main, regular ‘ordinary’ conference of the FOREST
EUROPE process. For reasons of time and resources
efficiency, this Extraordinary Conference was held
immediately after the 7th FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference.
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Opening
		Statements

Mr Carlos Cabanas Godino
Secretary General of Agriculture and Food
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and the Environment
On behalf of

Ms Isabel García Tejerina
Minister
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and the Environment
SPAIN

Your Honours,
Ladies and gentlemen,
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Welcome to the Extraordinary Ministerial Conference of FOREST EUROPE in this wonderful city of Madrid. My special welcome to those who have just arrived. It is an honour to have you accept our invitation to this Extraordinary Conference. Its purpose is
to receive the results of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee for a Legally
Binding Agreement on Forests in Europe. I am delighted to see so many distinguished
ministers and high representatives from the states of the pan-European region and
the European Union attending this meeting on the occasion of such an important
issue. Allow me to extend my gratitude to the distinguished delegates who represent
international institutions, intergovernmental and non-governmental organisations,
the scientific community, the private sector and others for accepting our invitation.
We have come a long way since Vienna, Warsaw and, finally, Oslo, where we received
the mandate to initiate negotiations for a legally binding agreement on forests in Europe. Let me highlight the heavy investment in resources, time and effort over these
four years to finally arrive at a legally binding agreement on forests in Europe. From
here I would like to acknowledge all those involved for their commitment and the
great work they have done, even if we are still on the way to achieving the final outcome. My thanks go to Mr Jan Heino, Chairman of the Negotiating Committee, for his
admirable work during the negotiations. My gratitude, also, to the Secretariat made up
of the FAO, the European Forest Institute, and the Liaison Unit Madrid, as well as the
hospitality and great work of the countries that hosted the meetings of the Negotiating
Committee, as well as its intersessional meetings. I would also like to thank the members of the Bureau for their work over four years of negotiations and their guidance
during the process.
Spain is firmly convinced that a legally binding agreement on forests in Europe is
necessary. The commitment shown by all of you, both countries and organisations, in
these four years makes us believe that there is still a possibility of arriving at a legally
binding agreement on forests in Europe. There can be no doubt that a legally binding agreement would establish the legal grounds for sustainable forest management.
That is a key concept for ensuring a sustainable provision of the multiple economic,
environmental and social benefits that forests contribute to our society.

Opening Statements

As the representative of Spain, I assure you that we are firmly convinced that even
if it was not possible to conclude the negotiations, we must not forget that common
positions and important commitments have been reached on many important topics.
The draft document for the negotiations is evidence of this. Therefore, on the grounds
of what we have already agreed upon, we owe it to our forests and society to not cease
our effort to reach a legally binding agreement. When the appropriate time comes, we
must try to conclude successfully what we began in Oslo four years ago.
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We are anxious to hear your points of view on the issue. Minister Ľubomír Jahnátek,
who has kindly agreed to co-chair this meeting, and I will do all we can to facilitate the
debate and hold an Extraordinary Ministerial Conference whose results will satisfy us
all. However, the most important thing is for our conclusions to serve our society and
forests.
Thank you very much.

Presentation
of the results of the
Intergovernmental
		Negotiating
			Committee
for a Legally Binding
Agreement on
Forests in Europe
(INC)

Mr Jan Heino
Chair of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee
for a Legally Binding Agreement on Forests in Europe

Your Excellency Mr Lúbomír Jahnátek, Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development of the Slovak Republic, Excellences, distinguished delegates, dear colleagues.
Thank you for the opportunity to speak at this meeting. I’m honoured to report to you
on the work that has been done by the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee.
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As you recall the Oslo Mandate was agreed in 2011 at the previous FOREST EUROPE
Ministerial Conference hosted by the Government of Norway. That decision was
made unanimously by you, Excellences, and driven by your strong commitment.
Indeed, you had the strong commitment to work towards creating a tool that could
help enhance the role of European forests in contributing to solving challenges posed
by climate change, desertification, and other environmental risks, halting loss of biodiversity, while responding to the growing needs for renewable materials and at the
same time contributing to the quality of life of our societies.
These challenges, which had driven to the agreement in Oslo are still valid today.
Valid are also the intentions of the Oslo Mandate which set the LBA not as a goal on its
own, but as a tool to achieve better results on the ground.
Allow me now in my capacity as Chair of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee, the INC, to present my report to you in the spirit of stock taking, thereby contributing to your decision on the future work. I am happy to note that several of the
distinguished speakers earlier today already touched upon the LBA future and how to
proceed.
The main documents and the results achieved by the Committee are included in
the final report that can be found on the committee´s web site since late 2013. In the
report you can find the main procedural decision of the Committee, and I quote: “The
Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee decided to transmit the text of the draft
legally binding agreement to the Extraordinary FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference for consideration and for appropriate actions.” Unquote.
But the Committee achieved much more than this. Negotiating such tools is normally
a complex and lengthy process. The INC worked very hard and in a good faith to
achieve a consensus. An enormous progress was made during 2 years – a relatively
short time frame on the scale of multilateral intergovernmental negotiations. Such
progress would not have been possible without the continued commitment of all.
Still, I need to recognise in particular the tireless, most valuable work performed
by the INC Bureau members all through the negotiations. I want to cordially thank
Austria, the Czech Republic, France, Norway, Poland, the Russian Federation, Turkey
and Ukraine, as well as Spain as permanent observer, for providing such eminent
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and committed colleagues as bureau members to assist the committee. My personal
thanks goes, in the same order as their countries, to the following dear colleagues:
Ingwald Gschwandtl, Katerina Ventrubova and Tomás Krejzar, Jacques Andrieu,
Knut Öistad, Piotr Jakubowicz-Paschalis, Alexandra Orekhovica and Ivan Sovetnikov,
Tamer Otrakcier, Lyubov Polyakova and Jose Maria Solano.
The INC was provided with very professional and most helpful secretariat services
by the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the UN, the European Forest Institute and
the Liaison Unit Madrid of the Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in
Europe.
My thanks also goes to the numerous individuals who have put an enormous amount
of time and effort in making this process productive and efficient. There are several
colleagues that would deserve to be mentioned for their input into the INC work, but
allow me to mention just one key person, Miss Malgorzata Buszko-Briggs, the Secretary of the Committee, whose tireless work has been an inspiration to all of us.
I would humbly invite you to express your appreciation for these great contributions
by giving a really big hand to all of them!
Finally, I would like to recognise the much needed contributions given to the Trust
Fund, or given as in-kind support. Countries´ generosity enabled the work of the committee and helped our sessions run smoothly, in comfortable surroundings, with good
technical equipment and professional interpretation. I recognize the support given to
the Committee by the following countries: Austria, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Norway, Poland, the Russian Federation, Sweden and Turkey.

Results of the INC
Ladies and Gentlemen! As prescribed by the Oslo Mandate the Committee had four
sessions, two of which also had resumed segments. Close to 40 member countries
participated actively in the negotiations. There were several countries from other
regions observing our work as well as numerous civil society organizations, and altogether some 25 international organizations.
Allow me to present to you the main components of the Draft Negotiating Text. The
Preamble gives a holistic introduction to the rest of the text. Further, the Committee
agreed upon terms and definitions, including what we mean by “forest” and “sustainable forest management” and other core concepts. That was one good achievement
by the negotiators. Also, the Committee successfully agreed upon the Objective and
Principles of the future Forest Convention.
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All core elements linked to sustainable forest management, forests and forestry were
agreed upon. Perhaps the most substantive accomplishment was the elaboration
of Articles 4 – 10, and partially Article 11. Those articles contain the most substantive
technical issues related to forests and forestry. We have every reason to be proud of
this outcome: At least for a forester it is most satisfying to see that countries with so
different forests and forest policies were able to agree on criteria for sustainable forest management as a legally binding guiding framework for policy development on
forests and their management, and to agree upon the necessity of forest programmes,
just to mention two of the general provisions.
The Committee also reached consensus upon far reaching articles on forest resources, forest health and vitality, forest biodiversity, productive, protective and socioeconomic functions of forests and an essential part of monitoring and reporting. I
encourage you to welcome these results and the content of the technical provisions
of the Draft Negotiating Text.
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But let me report to you also what has not been agreed. Issues like compliance, voting
rights, participation of observers as well as the institutional arrangements of the future LBA proved to be too complex and in spite of all the efforts and the true commitment from all, no solution was found within the timeframe given to the INC. Therefore,
these issues remained open in the draft text.

Concluding remarks: Future of the Draft Negotiating Text
Excellences, distinguished delegates, according to the proposed decision to be taken
today by you, the Draft Negotiating Text as contained in the report of the fourth
resumed and final session of the INC should (quote) “serve as a basis for potential
further consideration of a Legally Binding Agreement” (unquote).
Further, and I quote again, “at an appropriate time and at latest by 2020 possible ways
to find common ground on the Legally Binding Agreement will be explored.” Unquote.
Taking into account the agreed technical part of the agreement, I strongly believe that
the pending items will be possible to solve in consensus manner in the future, at the
appropriate time and under your wise guidance, because an European forest Legally
Binding Agreement could have far reaching implications.
Above all, a convention on forests in Europe would provide a stable and long-term
framework to address all three pillars of sustainable forest management in a balanced
manner across Europe. An LBA would provide for countries a systematic approach for
forest policy development.
Further, a convention would give more visibility to and raise the profile of the forest
sector and make it stronger among other sectoral policies and instruments. A convention would be a platform for addressing also new and emerging challenges and
developing responses to them. Let us hope that not too long a time elapses before a
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new Ministerial Mandate is created with the task to find common ground on a Forest
Convention in Europe.
Allow me to conclude my report by mentioning that the international agenda, including the development of the Sustainable Development Goals, and the upcoming
negotiations of a new legally binding agreement to limit global warming to below 2 °C
at the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, will form the overall
broad international policy framework for our future forest debates. As I said at the
beginning, the Oslo Mandate intended to develop a Legally Binding Agreement not as
a goal on its own, but as a tool, for furthering implementation of these and other ambitious future international agendas.
One more general reason to look ahead is that we should plan for future generations.
It reminds me of the most encouraging comment I received when chairing the INC.
My then 5 year old granddaughter asked me why I am still working and travelling so
much. I said something about making forests better. As a devoted outdoor kid she
gave an instant response, and I quote “Grand pa, if it is about helping the forests then
you have to continue as long as it takes”.
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Let me build on the spirit of the Ministerial Decision which opens a door for continuing this work and wish you the best for the future to continue your work towards a
forest convention. With this I conclude my report and thank you for your attention.

Statements
		by Countries
and Observer
Organizations

Ms Carole Dieschbourg
Minister of the Environment of
Luxembourg
On behalf of

The European Union and
its Member States

Dear Madame and Mister Co-Chairs
Distinguished Ministers,
Excellences,
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Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is a great honor for me to take the floor on behalf
of the European Union and its Member States here
in Madrid, at this FOREST EUROPE Extraordinary
Ministerial Conference, convened to present the
results of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC), as stated in paragraph 29 of the Oslo
Ministerial Mandate for Negotiating a Legally Binding Agreement on Forests in Europe.
First of all, the EU and its Member States would
like to thank all those involved in the negotiation
process over the last 4 years. In particular, we would

like to express our gratitude to the Chairman of the
Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee Mr. Jan
Heino, to the Secretariat and to all countries that
contributed to the negotiation process, as well as
to countries that hosted INC sessions, including
informal meetings, in particular to Spain.
The EU and its Member States have been strongly
engaged in this negotiation process, and we regret
that, despite the best efforts of the negotiating
parties, a final agreement could not be reached.
However we recognize that during these 4 years of
intense discussions, many areas of consensus were
found. Therefore, we believe that the Draft Negotiating Text for a Legally Binding Agreement on Forests
in Europe remains a valid basis for further consideration, at latest by 2020, when exploring possible
ways to find common ground on the Legally Binding Agreement.
We take the opportunity to reiterate our full support
for FOREST EUROPE and the good work done over
the last 25 years.
Madame and Mister Co-Chairs,
Finally, we would also like to reiterate our gratitude
to the Government of Spain for the engagement in
this process, and to the Liaison Unit Madrid for its
outstanding work.
Thank you.
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ICELAND

Mr Jón Geir Pétursson
Director General of Land and
Natural Heritage
Ministry for the Environment
and Natural Resources

Chairman, excellences, ladies and gentlemen
Iceland has been supportive of the FOREST
EUROPE process from its inception in Strasburg
in 1990. We have welcomed and appreciated its
progress - both as a forum for mutual exchange and
for the multiple forest policy related interventions
and outputs throughout the process.
During its 25 years of development, the political and
technical leverage of the FOREST EUROPE process
has gradually increased. It has proven to be capable
of establishing a unique platform for high level political engagement and a provision of relevant forest
policy guidance. Its voluntary and consultative
nature has indeed been quite effective in promoting, improving and implementing sustainable forest
management in Europe. We have come a long way
since 1990.
International collaboration is important for the forest sector. It is, however, a fact that the global forest
regime is fragmented in design and in many ways
ineffective. Although forests are an important subject for many international environmental regimes
on topics related to forests such as desertification,
climate change, biodiversity and water - the forest
sector needs firmer standing at relevant international levels to define its priorities and provide
more substantial guidance towards sustainable
forest management and provision of the multiple
services toward sustainable development at large.
Building an international forest convention at a
regional level, might be the right way forward.
It was therefore an important step taken in the development of the FOREST EUROPE process in 2011

to seek ways to establish a regional legally binding
framework to further enhance its work towards
sustainable forest management. At the successful
FOREST EUROPE ministerial meeting in Oslo in
2011, the parties signed the mandate to start negotiating a legally binding framework under its auspices. Iceland supported this and considered - and
still considers - such a legal framework important to
further strengthen the implementation of inclusive
sustainable forest management policies.
This proved to be complicated to bring to a conclusion. Not due to dividing views between parties on
how to frame sustainable forest management under
a regional convention but rather, divergent views on
organizational issues and institutional anchoring
of such a legal instrument. Needless to say, a legally
binding agreement negotiated under the voluntary
FOREST EUROPE process is not a good idea if its
value is not appreciated by its parties.
This we must be able to solve. During the negotiations, Iceland has been ever more convinced of the
need for a legally binding agreement. To conclude
this chapter of the FOREST EUROPE process, Iceland therefore supports the decisions put forward
here in Madrid that parties will at the latest by 2020,
explore possible ways to find common ground on
the legally binding agreement on sustainable forest management. This should allow ample time to
reconsider the directions the parties want to take in
order to pave the way for a successful legal instrument on sustainable forest management. The existing work on the legally binding agreement contains
the basis needed.
We must however - and regardless of the direction
taken regarding a legally binding agreement - not
forget the important role of FOREST EUROPE as a
unique high level, voluntary, flexible and consultative process – bringing together and guiding its
parties in their journey towards sustainable forest
management. These tasks are of no less importance
now 25 years later.
Thank you for your attention.
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NORWAY

Ms Hanne Maren Blåfjelldal
State Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture and Food

Ministers, Excellencies, dear FOREST EUROPE colleagues,
FOREST EUROPE countries made an historic decision in Oslo in 2011. We decided to embark on an
adventure never tried before. The decision to start
negotiations on a legally binding agreement was
important in itself. There was a willingness to start
this work even if we knew there would be great
challenges ahead.
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I would like to start by acknowledging the hard
work carried out in the negotiating committee.
I would also like to thank the secretariat of the
committee, for its efficient and high-quality work. I
would also like to thank Mr Jan Heino, for his role as
chair of the committee.
Norway has been fully committed throughout the
negotiating process. I therefore regret that we did
not succeed.

But - I would like to underline that it may not be
entirely true to say that we did not succeed. We did
not reach a final decision on a legally binding agreement. But – we managed to find common ground on
most of the elements of sustainable forest management. This is an achievement in itself.
I would like to encourage all of us to think about
what is the most important part of a possible Legally Binding Agreement. Why do we need it?
In my opinion, we need it in order to manage our
forests in the best possible way. We need it as a basis
for national policy framework that secures the forest resources for the coming generations. Let us not
forget that this was our starting point.
A legally binding agreement would have given a
solid and comprehensive basis for securing that
the rich forest resources can continue to provide a
broad range of services to society.
We will now decide to explore possible ways forward
to find common ground for a legally binding agreement before 2020. Let us use the coming years in the
best possible way, with the aim of developing sound,
comprehensive cooperation on policies for our forests.
Thank you for your attention.
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RUSSIAN
FEDERATION
Mr Alexander Panfilov
Deputy Head
Federal Forestry Agency

Dear Mr. Chairman! Dear Colleagues!
Five years ago, in 2011, the Ministerial Conference
in Oslo decided to start work on a legally binding
agreement on forests in Europe. This decision
marked the transition of joint international action in
the forest sector to a new level; it has become the de
facto confirmation of the willingness of European
countries to cooperate and to work in concert in the
forest sector on the legally sound basis.
The Oslo mandate determined the working vector
of the forest community in the region of Europe for
4 years. In full accordance with the decisions of the
2011 Conference, there were 4, and in fact 6 meetings of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee, many meetings of experts.
As a result of responsible and active work of all the
interested parties, a draft text of the LBA was developed, terminological framework was agreed upon.
Still, a number of fundamental issues concerning
the organization of work and modalities of servicing the LBA remained unresolved. Formal dialogue
on these issues is currently not possible due to the
expiration of the Oslo mandate. A series of informal
consultations, not foreseen by the Oslo mandate,
also demonstrated the preservation of fundamental
disagreements between the parties. In this regard,

it would be considered correct to record in the final
documents of the Extraordinary Ministerial Conference “FOREST EUROPE” the achieved results regarding the LBA text and the expiry of the Oslo mandate.
In the future, we do not rule out the possibility of
continuing the work on a legally binding agreement
on the protection of forests in Europe. At the same
time, we are convinced that such activities should
be carried out in strict accordance with the international law at the United Nations platform. Thus,
the basic condition for high-quality work will be
observed - its conduct in an honest and open way
on the basis of equality and respect for the views of
all parties involved.
The agreement, if adopted, could be the first international act with binding legal force. Russia as the
largest forest country on the European continent
attaches much importance to international legally
registered agreements on forest-related issues.
At the same time, a “restart” of work is required
for effective preparation of the LBA, an objective
assessment of the goals and capabilities of the parties involved, as well as a compulsory analysis and
consideration of modern realities in the global and
pan-European forestry. Any subsequent negotiations on the LBA require thorough preparation.
We would request to attach the present statement
of the Russian Federation to the official report of
the ‘FOREST EUROPE’ Extraordinary Ministerial
Conference.
Thank you for attention!
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SERBIA

Mr Predrag Jović
Senior Adviser
Ministry of Agriculture and
Environmental Protection

Dear friends and colleagues,
As a Head of Serbian delegation, I’m very pleased because of the possibility to be present at the Extraordinary FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference.
In creating the basis of the Forest Convention, Serbia was actively participating last twenty five years
through the ministerial process, as well as in the
work of Intergovernmental Negotiation Committee.

governmental Negotiation Committee and the text
of Forest Convention on which we during negotiation process could agree on. We have to repeat that
core, “forestry”, part of the document represent the
only and the true basis of future Convention. If we
take into account this as a fact, than other open
issues, also significant, are of a less importance in a
future agreement.
Achieving the agreement is an imperative for
Serbian forestry. Future convention should help us
achieving the goals of sustainable forest management. It should serve Serbian forestry sector as a
defense against permanent “attacks” on forest space
of other more powerful sectors. It should be the
basis for productive and healthy environment for
us and future generations. It should be the basis for
future global agreement.
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All present parties, foresters and those who depend
on forests, rightfully expected three years intensive
negotiations to be crowned with first, historical,
legally-binding agreement on forests in Europe –
Forest Convention.
Unfortunately, that was not the case and today we
are in a position to accept only the report of Inter-

I’m taking this opportunity to appeal to the present
delegations to reconsider possibility to revive negotiation process immediately after this conference.
I would, also, like again to express readiness of the
Republic of Serbia to support any agreement which
gives better position of forests at pan-European
level, and especially in Serbia. Such agreement we
warmly welcome.
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SWITZERLAND

Mr Bruno Oberle
State Secretary

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,
Today we take note of an intensive work of more
than 3 years. At the same time, I am sad and I am
also hopeful.
As you all know, Switzerland is and always was a
strong supporter of a legally binding agreement on
forests – on a regional but also global level. The 6th
FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference in Oslo
opened a unique window of opportunity in that
regard.
In Oslo, we gave ourselves a mandate to initiate
intergovernmental negotiations on a legally binding
agreement on forests for the pan-European region.
Our common aim was to take the necessary steps
towards providing the forest sector an equal footing
in the international arena in comparison to other
sectors. Through this, we wanted to ensure that the
services provided by forests would be maintained
and recognized by all.
We all aimed at giving forests a robust voice on the
international level; Switzerland strongly promoted
this endeavor! A forest convention well embedded
within the UN would have given the forest sector
a strong and credible voice in international governance. It would also have elevated the profile of
forests and attract funding from the Global Environment Facility, the World Bank and other sources.
Furthermore, we could have taken advantage of
the existing and well-proven cooperation between
UNECE and FAO in relation to forests and thereby
streamline and render more coherent and powerful
international forest governance.

We advanced well in our negotiations and managed
to agree on all substantial issues. At the last official
round of negotiations however, we could not agree
on a few institutional questions. Switzerland therefore offered to host a last additional round of negotiations, INC4resumed. To our great disappointment
and after lengthy negotiations in Geneva, we did
not manage to reach agreement. We even tried further after our formal mandate for negotiations had
expired through outreach and numerous informal
contacts and meeting. In spite of all these efforts
and even though we all tried very hard and gave
our best, the time has come to accept the reality. A
few institutional questions prevented us to reach
our goal. We did not find enough common ground
to agree on a legally binding agreement on forest in
the pan-European region. I do believe that we have
collectively missed a great opportunity and this
makes me sad.
Nevertheless, now we should at least endeavor
to make good use of the hard work and the agreements we have achieved on all substantial questions. Let us use these elements of the convention
text for our present work and above all, let us reach
out to other sectors based on these elements. Indeed, the need for a strong voice for forests remains.
Now, we have to find other ways to achieve this aim.
It is now time for all of us to step out of the forest
and reach out to others sectors and actors. In addition to the draft convention text, the resolutions
and declaration we have adopted at the Ministerial
Conference today provides excellent opportunities
and material for inviting other ministries and sectors to a dialogue on the broader forest policy and
find avenues for joint actions.
Let us continue to join forces for the protection and
sustainable management of our forests.
I thank you for your attention.
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TURKEY

Mr Ismail Üzmez
General Director of Forestry
Ministry of Forestry and Water Affairs

Mr. Chairman, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of Turkish delegation, I would like to
express our gratefulness to the Spanish Government,
Liaison Unit Madrid and the others for the successful
organization of this FOREST EUROPE Extraordinary
Ministerial Conference in this beautiful city, Madrid.
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Since 1990, FOREST EUROPE process has proved to
have a catalytic role in our efforts to conserve and
sustainably manage European forests with great
economic, environmental and social impacts at all
levels. Increase in the forest area, rehabilitation and
restoration of the degraded land and forests, success in the fight against forest fires and many other
achievements are visible consequences of the
synergy created by the FOREST EUROPE.
As a member of FOREST EUROPE, Turkey has attached great importance to strengthening sustainable forest management through the resolutions
and guidance provided by the process.
We are determined to achieve progress towards
mitigating climate change, halting biodiversity loss
and land degradation within the European context
and committed ourselves to tackle the challenges
that may arise in the future. In this sense, FOREST

EUROPE must continue to be the leading regional
process with robust messages to the world forestry
community. Our joint commitment should focus on
declining any development that may run counter to
this determination.
Mr. Chairman, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,
We are well aware that there are no short cuts to securing and sustainably managing our forests. Much
has to be done. The Oslo Ministerial Conference
pointed out this fact and paved the way to a legally
binding agreement on forests. This was an important milestone. The subsequent work done by the
Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee under
the chairmanship of Mr. Heino was very much welcomed. Hereby, I thank Mr. Heino and Committee
for their maximized efforts to reach an agreement
on a draft convention.
I appreciate that the draft text has not been finalised due to certain reasons. Indeed it was not an
easy task to complete it in a limited period of time.
On the other hand, I am pleased that we have a full
set of agreed articles on forestry issues which are
the substantial matters. We acknowledge the agreed
articles and express our commitment to implement
them voluntarily. But the efforts to resolve whatever
the disagreements may be should not be ceased.
We still hope to have such a legally binding agreement in the near future. Turkey is always ready to
contribute to this end by every means possible as
we have done in the past.
Thank You.
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UKRAINE

Ms Liubov Poliakova
Senior Officer of International
Cooperation Division
State Forest Resources Agency
On behalf of

Mr Oleksandr Kovalchuk
Head
State Forest Resources Agency

Excellencies, distinguished delegates, ladies and
gentlemen
Cooperation between European foresters has been
going on for 25 years. During this period we managed to achieve considerable success in improving
the process of sustainable forest management.
It should be noted increased attention to the problems of forests and forestry. Only forests among
other natural systems have maximum capacity to
stabilize environment. They are regarded as one

of the key factors of society livelihoods and as an
important link in the sustainable development.
Ukraine still holds the opinion about the necessity
of a legally binding agreement on forests in Europe,
which could enhance the role of forestry in the
European context. Only our common consolidated
efforts will permit achieving the goal of forests protecting and enhancing.
I would like to thank Mr.Jan Heino, Head of Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee and Secretariat
for the hard work done. I would like also thank all
countries contributed to the organization and conduction of INC sessions.
In the framework of the negotiation process an
agreement was reached on all issues related to
forests and forestry. We can say that forestry experts completed their work with “excellent” mark.
Unfortunately procedural questions and secretariat
issues remained unsolved.
However we believe that the timely return to negotiations and their “reset” will lead to a positive result.
Thank you for your attention!

179

Group of ‘Forest Owners and Managers’
Confederation of European Forest Owners (CEPF)
European Farmers and European Agri-Cooperatives
(COPA-COGECA)
European Landowners’ Organization (ELO)
European State Forest Association (EUSTAFOR)
Union of Foresters of Southern Europe (USSE)
Mr Aljoscha Requardt
Secretary General
CEPF
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The major group of private and public forest owners and managers as well as other land owners,
represented by the Confederation of European
Forest Owners (CEPF), European Farmers and European AgriCooperatives (COPACOGECA), European
Landowners’ Organization (ELO), European State
Forest Association (EUSTAFOR), European Federation of Municipal Forest Owners (FECOF) and Union
of Foresters of Southern Europe (USSE), welcome
the FOREST EUROPE ExtraOrdinary Ministerial
Conference and the Madrid Ministerial Decision
to be endorsed by the Ministers as an important
step forward towards strengthening the European
concept of sustainable forest management.
Following complex and rather difficult negotiations,
Europe’s forest owners and managers consider the
Madrid Ministerial Decision a good compromise,
which ensures that the work by the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC) is acknowledged and the draft negotiating text for a legally
binding agreement on forests in Europe (LBA) is
recognized as a good basis for further consideration
of a future European forest convention.
In particular, the clearly defined timeline and commitment to come back to this process no later than
2020 provides a promising perspective.
Considering the increasing importance of forests,
but also the emerging demands from other policy
sectors, a holistic policy framework and strong
legal reference at pan-European level, based on key
principles such as the sustainable management

and multifunctionality of forests, is more than ever
needed. The INC succeeded in reaching an agreement on all substantial forest-related issues, building on the pan-European definition of and criteria
for sustainable forest management as well as other
previous FOREST EUROPE resolutions.
The European forest owners and managers very
much appreciated the transparent and constructive
INC process and the opportunity to pro-actively
participate and contribute to it. We do hope that the
signatories remain fully dedicated to further developing and adopting an LBA in the near future.
Giving up or missing this opportunity is not an
option. Constructively moving forward towards a
future LBA would provide a strong political signal.
Having an LBA in the near future would greatly
support the European forest sector in enhancing its
political integrity and consistency.
We therefore call for a firm commitment and
engagement from all responsible ministers and
governments to provide their strong leadership and
guidance towards a future forest convention at panEuropean level.
CEPF - Confederation of European Forest Owners
COPA-COGECA - European Farmers and European
Agri-Cooperatives
ELO - European Landowners’ Organization
EUSTAFOR - European State Forest Association
FECOF - European Federation of Municipal Forest
Owners
USSE - Union of Foresters of Southern Europe
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Group of
‘Socioeconomic Organizations’
Association Internationale Forêts Mediterranéennes (AIFM)
Council of European Foresters (CEF)
Forest Management Board, Kosovo (FMB)
Union of European Foresters (UEF)

Ms Barbara Koch
President
CEF

As president of the Council of European Foresters
I have the honour to give the statement on behalf
of the FOREST EUROPE observer organizations included in the Socioeconomic Organizations Group:
· Association Internationale Forêts Mediterranéennes (AIFM)
· Union of European Foresters (UEF)
· Forest Management Board, Kosovo (FMB)
· Council of European Foresters (CEF)
The Extraordinary Ministerial Conference is a very
important event for the European forestry sector.
We hoped that a convention on European forests,
open to interested countries outside Europe, could
have been signed during this conference. We are
very interested by the development of protocols
to that convention, with geographical or thematic
purposes.
The Socioeconomic Organizations Group proposes
to the FOREST EUROPE Extraordinary Ministerial
Conference, to the national and international institutions and authorities to ensure sustainable forest
management to
· all the forests and
· to consider equally the ecological, social and
economic functions of forests and
· to take into account, when developing forest
strategies and forest policies at national and international level, the expertise of the foresters,

stakeholders, and representatives of the civil
society from the forestry sector, of the regional,
national or international foresters’ organizations.
Forestry sector, through sustainable regional
adapted forest management, can provide jobs for
all socio-economic categories who work in this sector, helping to improve the income situation of the
population.
Education and forestry research should be
strengthened through forest strategy at national
and international level, given their contribution to
the future of forests, forest economy and the life.
Research, development and education need to be
regional adapted and transdisciplinary integrating
the existing regional and practical knowledge to
ensure a direct and regional adapted impact to forest managment, forest policies and forest economy.
This will accelarate new areas for green jobs and
improve environmental living conditions.
The Socioeconomic Organizations Group appreciates the achievements of the FOREST EUROPE process and considers the FOREST EUROPE process an
assurance of the future of the European forests. We
appreciate that the Ministerial Decision states that
FOREST EUROPE will explore possible ways to find
common ground on the LBA at latest by 2020.
The 25 years of FOREST EUROPE activity is an
acknowledgment of the role and importance of
forests in Europe and this process should continue,
with the aim of adopting a convention on European
forests and geographical or thematic protocols to
that convention.
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Group of ‘Scientific Community
and Youth’
Bioversity International European Forest Institute (EFI)
International Union of Forest Research Organisations
(IUFRO)
International Forestry Students’ Association (IFSA)

Mr Marc Palahí
Director
EFI

Dear Chair, Your Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates and Colleagues,
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The European Forest Institute (EFI), the International Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO),
Bioversity International and the International
Forestry Students’ Association (IFSA) would like to
acknowledge the important achievements made by
the FOREST EUROPE Process regarding Sustainable
Forest Management in the past 25 years. The resolutions, decisions and declarations adopted by the
ministers responsible for forests in Europe reflect
the general agreement on common targets and
goals to be achieved and send a coherent message
to decision makers and stakeholder across various
sectors and policy areas at a time when the forest
policy agenda is highly fragmented.
It is further important to highlight the set of policy
instruments developed during the process, including a pan-European approach to National Forest
Programmes, a set of criteria and indicators for
sustainable forest management (SFM), as well as
several guidelines for its implementation. The
scientific community has played an important
role in informing the deliberations on these policy
instruments.
Overall, the output of the FOREST EUROPE process,
as mentioned today by many delegates, can be considered significant. However, the real impact relates
to the actual implementation of the commitments

made and instruments adopted. While we welcome
the efforts made to date to assess the achievements
of the FOREST EUROPE process, we share the view
that the impact of its decisions requires as well an
independent scientific assessment.
As decisions will be taken about the future of this
process, we also propose the establishment of a
stronger and more systematic link between science,
policy and practice. We would like to recall that
the FOREST EUROPE process started as a sciencebased policy process 25 years ago in Strasbourg
and has since developed into a main forest policy
process in the pan-European region.
Dear colleagues,
The role of science and education becomes now
more important than ever. In this respect, ambitious
commitments to forest research and education
are needed to support forest-related policy making now and in the future. Special emphasis need
to be place in support of the emerging generation
of decision-makers and scientists who will have to
deal with an increasingly challenging world in the
future.
In the future, we believe that whatever agreement
will be reached concerning an LBA, FOREST EUROPE has to provide strong leadership and vision
based on ambitious partnerships across countries,
disciplines, policy areas and sectors. Developing
such vision should build on an improved understanding of sustainable and multifunctional forest
management in addressing key societal challenges
like climate change and biodiversity loss but also
in realising the opportunities related to building
Europe’s Green Bioeconomy
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Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
Ms Eva Müller
Director, Forest Economics, Policy
and Products Division, Forestry
Department

We understand that a legally binding agreement is
not seen as a goal on its own, but as a tool to achieve
better results on the ground, in particular with the
view to tackling new challenges. FOREST EUROPE
set the bar very high and did not shy away from the
mounting challenges, and we are truly impressed
by the body of work that has been delivered.

Your Excellency Minister Garcia Tejerina,

We are convinced that it represents a tremendous
value as a collection of knowledge and insight of a
region that is known for its achievements in sustainable forest management. We also recognize that developing such an agreement is a step-wise process
and finding satisfactory solutions for all challenges
is a huge task requiring patience and continued
commitment from all.

Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates and Colleagues,
It is my pleasure to address, on behalf of the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,
the Extraordinary Ministerial Conference of FOREST EUROPE. I wish to thank the organizers of this
conference for providing us with this opportunity.
FAO lauded the bold decision of member states
to embark on the negotiation of a legally binding
agreement on forests in Europe which has been a
true milestone of the international forest dialogue.
FAO contributed to these negotiations as requested
by its members and in accordance with its core
mandate. At this junction I would like to gratefully
acknowledge the support from member states
which enabled us to do so.

Looking at the Madrid Ministerial Decision we
would like to commend the wisdom of FOREST
EUROPE Member States who acknowledge the
value of the work accomplished and see it as an
opportunity and basis for further consideration of
a legally binding agreement. Let me assure you that
FAO stands ready to support the future work on
forests in the region with its expertise in every way
you deem necessary including the implementation
of the Madrid Ministerial Decision. Your Excellency,
distinguished delegates, I thank you for your attention.
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United Nations Economic Commission
for Europe (UNECE)
Mr Marco Keiner
Acting Director
Forests, Land and Housing Division

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and
Gentlemen,
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Since 1947, the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, through its joint work with the Food
and Agriculture Organization, supports the forest
sector and sustainable forests management in the
countries of the pan-European region. For almost
seventy years, we have provided policy and technical advice, and served as a platform to discuss the
challenges that our pan-European forests face. This
includes: the sound and legal use of forest products,
the availability of wood for raw materials for energy
and wood products, and the provision of forest
services.

The sustainable development goals recently
adopted by the United Nations General Assembly;
notably goal 15 and its targets (related to conservation, restoration and sustainable use and management of forests), provide the United Nations with a
strong mandate to continue to support countries’
efforts toward sustainable forest management.
As the Secretariat to the Committee on Forests and
the Forest Industry, working together with our FAO
colleagues at servicing the European Forestry Commission, and through our joint ECE-FAO programme
of work, we stand ready to support the countries
of our region in their progress towards sustainable
forest management.
We are looking forward to celebrating the European
Forest Week – Silva 2015 – from 2 to 6 November in
Engelberg, Switzerland, and hope to meet you there.
Thank you for your attention.

Statements by Countries and Observer Organizations

United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP)
Ms Barbara Ruis
Legal Officer

dural issues, the INC process has not always been
smooth sailing.

Thank you Madame Chair.

Having said that, UNEP is honoured that we have
been requested to provide our specific expertise to
the process. If the signatories of FOREST EUROPE
so request, we would be happy to continue our engagement in the future exploration to find common
ground on a Legally Binding Agreement.

UNEP wishes to acknowledge all FOREST EUROPE
signatories for their efforts, and the INC Chair and
the INC Bureau for all their energy to facilitate the
negotiations, in order to come to a Legally Binding
Agreement on Forests in Europe. Perhaps because
the original Oslo mandate left some room for different interpretations, in particular regarding proce-

We hope that the broad FOREST EUROPE constituency will be actively involved in these future
explorations as per the original intention expressed
in the Oslo ministerial mandate.
Thank you.
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United Nations Forum on Forests
(UNFF)
Ms Barbara Tavora-Jainchill
Forest Affairs Officer

EUROPE Extraordinary Ministerial Conference. In
this regard, we would like to congratulate signatory
countries for reaching a consensus agreement on
the important matter which is the object of this
Extraordinary Ministerial Conference.

Excellences,
Distinguished delegates,
Dear colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,
It is an honour for the United Nations Forum on
Forests’ – UNFF Secretariat to address the FOREST
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The Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee
drafted a very rich and substantive text which,
we are positive, will serve as excellent basis for
potential further consideration of a Legally Binding
Agreement on forests in Europe. Once again, we
would like to compliment FOREST EUROPE for the
good work it has done in the last 25 years.
I thank you for your attention.
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Ministerial Decision
of the
			FOREST EUROPE
		Extraordinary
Ministerial Conference

The ‘Madrid Ministerial Decision’ was presented,
adopted and signed by the ministers and high
level representatives responsible for forests in the
Conference.
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Ministerial Decision of the FOREST EUROPE Extraordinary Ministerial Conference

MADRID MINISTERIAL DECISION
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Closing
		Statement

Ms Isabel García Tejerina
Minister
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and the Environment
SPAIN

Excellencies
Dear colleagues,
The agreement signed here today, in this Extraordinary Conference of FOREST
EUROPE, leaves a door open to concluding negotiations on a binding agreement on
forests in Europe in the near future. I am sure that it will not be difficult, aware as we
all are of the stimulus it would imply for our forests. Reinforced political cooperation
in Europe will be vitally important for achieving a balanced and stable continuity of
all the environmental, economic and social functions of our forests.
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Spain would like to show its strong support and firm commitment to the task. We
hope that an opportunity will soon arise for Europe’s forests to have their own international convention for sustainable forest management.
This conference is coming to an end and I thank you for your attendance. I hope that
the conference has served to let you exchange opinions and bring our positions closer together. As I have said, perhaps in the near future we will be able to conclude the
negotiations successfully in a binding agreement, to the benefit of forests in Europe.
I would like to thank the Conference organisers for the smooth running of the conferences over these two days, and the Liaison Unit for their great work all these years.
I would also like to wish the new Chair of FOREST EUROPE, the Slovak Republic represented by their Minister, Mr Ľubomír Jahnátek, lots of success, which he will surely
have, and offer Spain’s collaboration and best efforts, in the same way that we have
received help and support over the past four years from the various countries and
organisations that are part of FOREST EUROPE.
Good luck, Ľubomír.
Once again, I would like to repeat that it has been an honour for Spain to host these
FOREST EUROPE conferences. We have been delighted to receive you here over these
two days. I wish you a good trip home.
Thank you very much.

Closing Statement
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FOREST EUROPE SIGNATORIES
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·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Albania
Andorra
Austria
Belarus
Belgium
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Croatia
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Estonia
European Union
Finland
France
Georgia
Germany
Greece
Holy See
Hungary
Iceland
Ireland
Italy
Latvia

·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Monaco
Montenegro
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Republic of Moldova
Romania
Russian Federation
Serbia
Slovak Republic
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
Turkey
Ukraine
United Kingdom

·
·
·
·
·
·

Japan
Korea (Republic)
Malaysia
Morocco
New Zealand
USA

FOREST EUROPE OBSERVER COUNTRIES
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Australia
Brazil
Cameroon
Canada
Chile
China
Ghana
India

Annexes

FOREST EUROPE OBSERVER ORGANISATIONS
These include international organisations, NGOs, representatives of forest owners and related industries,
the academic and scientific community, and other forest stakeholders:
· Alpine Convention
· Association Internationale Forêts Méditerranéennes (AIFM)
· Bioversity International
· Building and Wood Workers International (BWI,
former IFBWW)
· Carpathian Convention
· CEI-Bois (European Confederation of Woodworking Industries)
· CEPF (Confederation of European Forest Owners)
· CEPI (Confederation of European Paper Industries)
· CIC (International Council for Game and Wildlife Conservation)
· COPA-COGECA (Committee of Professional
Agricultural Organisations and General Committee for Agricultural Cooperation in the
European Union)
· Council of Europe
· Council of European Foresters (CEF)
· EFI (European Forest Institute)
· ELO (European Landowners‘ Organisation)
· ENFE (European Network of Forest Entrepreneurs)
· EOMF (European Observatory of Mountain Forest)
· European Federation of Building and Woodworkers (EFBWW)
· European Investment Bank (EIB)
· EUSTAFOR (European State Forest Association)
· FAO (Food and Agricultural Organisation of the
United Nations)
· FECOF (Fédération Européenne des Communes Forestières)

·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

FERN
Friends of the Earth Europe
FSC (Forest Stewardship Council)
Greenpeace International
IFSA (International Forestry Students’ Association)
IIASA (International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis)
ILO (International Labour Organisation)
ITTO (International Tropical Timber Organisation)
IUCN (International Union for Conservation of
Nature)
IUFRO (International Union of Forest Research
Organisations)
Mediterranean Model Forest Network (MMFN)
Montreal Process
PEFC (Programme for de Endorsement of Forest
Certification)
Pro Natura - Friends of the Earth Switzerland
Regional Environmental Center for Central and
Eastern Europe(REC)
UEF (Union of European Foresters)
UNDP (United Nations Development Programme)
UNECE (United Nations Economic Commission
for Europe)
UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme)
UNFF (United Nations Forum on Forests)
UNU (United Nations University)
USSE (Union of Foresters of Southern Europe)
World Bank
WWF (World Wide Fund for Nature International)
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Helsinki Resolution H1

Helsinki Resolution H2

Helsinki Resolution H3
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Oslo and Madrid Ministerial Documents
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Vienna Declaration

Vienna Resolution V1

Vienna Resolution V2

Vienna Resolution V3

Vienna Resolution V4

Vienna Resolution V5
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Declaration

Warsaw Resolution W1

Warsaw Resolution W2

Oslo Ministerial Decision

Oslo Ministerial Mandate
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7th FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

SIGNATORY COUNTRIES
ALBANIA
Mr Lefter Koka
Minister of Environment
Rezart.Fshazi@moe.gov.al

Mr François Ghysel
Minister Attached
francois.ghysel@gov.wallonie.be

Mr Argent Alltari
Director of Minister’s Cabinet
Argent.Alltari@moe.gov.al

Mr Philippe Blerot
Head of Department
philippe.blerot@spw.wallonie.be

Mr Alqi Bllako
General Secretary of the Ministry of
Environment
Alqi.Bllako@moe.gov.al

BULGARIA

Ms Ana Kekezi
Adviser to the Minister
ana.kekezi@gmail.com
Mr Ergys Agasi
Head of State Inspectorate for Environment
and Forestry
Ergys.Agasi@moe.gov.al
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Mr René Collin
Minister for Agriculture, Nature, Rural areas,
Tourism and Sports
r.collin@gov.wallonie.be

Mr Peter Mayer
Managing Director Federal Research and
Training Centre
doris.molecz@bfw.gv.at
Mr Georg Rappold
Senior Forest Policy Officer
georg.rappold@bmlfuw.gv.at
Ms Victoria-Christina Piribauer
Forest Policy Officer
victoria-christina.piribauer@bmlfuw.gv.at
Ms Christiane Wellenhofer
Senior Legal Expert
christiane.wellenhofer@bmlfuw.gv.at
Mr Mannsberger Gerhard
Director General
gerhard.mannsberger@bmlfuw.gv.at

BELARUS
Mr Aleksei Panferov
Counsellor of Belarus Embassy for France,
Spain and Portugal
panfer@bk.ru
Mr Pavel Latushka
Ambassador of Belarus Embassy for France,
Spain and Portugal
panfer@bk.ru

Mr Gueorgui Kostov
Deputy Minister for Agriculture and Food
GKostov@mzh.government.bg

CZECH REPUBLIC
Ms Natalie Benesova
Officer
Natalie.Benesova@mze.cz
Mr Patrik Mlynar
Deputy Minister
Patrik.Mlynar@mze.cz
Mr Tomas Krejzar
Director of Forest Policy and Economy
Tomas.Krejzar@mze.cz
Mr Jaroslav Kubista
Deputy director
kubista.jaroslav@uhul.cz

DENMARK
Mr Toni Krastev
Executive Director
tkrastev@iag.bg

Mr Christian Lundmark Jensen
Senior Consultant
clj@nst.dk

Ms Denitsa Pandeva
Director of Forest Agency
denica@iag.bg

ESTONIA

Ms Mariela Pchelinska
Expert
mpchelinska@mzh.government.bg

Mr Indrek Laas
Adviser
indrek.laas@envir.ee

Ms Virzhiniya Hubcheva
Director of Forestry Development
VHubcheva@mzh.government.bg

Mr Marku Lamp
Deputy Secretary General
marku.lamp@envir.ee

CROATIA
Mr Srećko Juričić
Head of Department
srecko.juricic@mps.hr
Mr Domagoj Križaj
Assistant Minister
domagoj.krizaj@mps.hr
Mr Ivica Francetić
Chief of Sector
ivica.francetic@mps.hr
CYPRUS
Mr Alexandrou Charalambos
Chief Conservator of Forests
calexandrou@fd.moa.gov.cy

EUROPEAN UNION
Ms Maria Gafo Gómez-Zamalloa
Head of Sector
maria.gafo-gomez-zamalloa@ec.europa.eu
Mr Jerzy Plewa
Director General
jerzy.plewa@ec.europa.eu
Mr Ignacio Seoane
Deputy Head of Unit
ignacio.seoane@ec.europa.eu
Mr Steve Smith
Forest Policy Officer
steve.smith@ec.europa.eu
Mr Robert Flies
Advisor
Robert.Flies@ec.europa.eu

BELGIUM

Mr Nicos Kouyialis
Minister of Agriculture, Rural Development
and Environment
minister@moa.gov.cy

Mr Philippe Blerot
Head of Department
philippe.blerot@spw.wallonie.be

Ms Anthoula Charalambous
Head of Minister’s Office
asavvides@moa.gov.cy

FINLAND

Ms Christine Farcy
Policy advisor for the SPW
christine.farcy@uclouvain.be

Mr Louis Tsangarides
Principal Officer
ltsangarides@moa.gov.cy

Ms Maarit Loiskekoski
Minister Adviser
Maarit.Loiskekoski@ymparisto.fi

Mr Aldo Longo
Director of Agriculture and Rural Development
aldo.longo@ec.europa.eu
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Ms Taina Veltheim
Minister Adviser
taina.veltheim@mmm.fi

Mr Clemens Gottlieb Neumann
Head of Department
AL5@bmel.bund.de

Mr Zsolt Belánszky-Demkó
Head of Department
zsolt.belanszky@fm.gov.hu

Mr Heikki Granholm
Director of Natural Resources
heikki.granholm@mmm.fi

Mr Georg Schirmbeck
President of German Forest Council
info@dfwr.de

Mr Ákos Gábor Ugron
Deputy State Secretary
gabor.akos.ugron@fm.gov.hu

Mr Reima Sutinen
Minister Adviser
reima.sutinen@tem.fi

Mr Christian Schmidt
Federal Minister of Food and Agriculture
VZMin@bmel.bund.de

Ms Johanna Leinonen
Development Manager
johanna.leinonen@metsa.fi

Ms Mareike Enderle
Personal Assistant to the Federal Minister of
Food and Agriculture
VZMin@bmel.bund.de

Ms Johanna Buchert
Executive Vice president
johanna.buchert@luke.fi

Ms Elisabeth Mohr
Interpreter
111@bmel.bund.de

Mr Jari Partanen
State Secretary
jari.partanen@lvm.fi

Mr Renate Vogelsang
Deputy Head of Division
611@bmel.bund.de

FRANCE

Ms Valerie Möhring
Desk Officer
v-vz@madri.auswaertiges-amt.de

Mr Jón Geir Pétursson
Director General of Land and Natural
Heritage
jon.geir.petursson@uar.is

Mr Florent Guhl
Deputy head of department
florent.guhl@agriculture.gouv.fr

Mr Heinrich Kreft
Deputy Head of Mission
v-vz@madri.auswaertiges-amt.de

Mr Throstur Eysteinsson
Division Chief
throstur@skogur.is

Mr Jonathan Saulnier
Forest Unit European affairs adviser
jonathan.saulnier@agriculture.gouv.fr

Mr Carsten Reymann
Representative of the Press
L1@bmel.bund.de

GEORGIA
Mr Gigia Aleksidze
Chief Specialist
g.aleksidze@moe.gov.ge
Mr Besarion Abashidze
Deputy Minister of Environment and Natural
Resources Protection
abashidze@moe.gov.ge
Ms Ekaterine Bendeliani
Head of Public Relations Service
e.bendeliani@moe.gov.ge

GREECE
Mr Konstantinos Dimopoulos
Director General
dimopouloskmail@gmail.com
Mr Ioannis Tsironis
Deputy Minister of the Environment, Energy
& Climate Change
kriniwt@gmail.com
Ms Argyro Zerva
Forester
a.zerva@prv.ypeka.gr
HUNGARY

GERMANY
Mr Horst Freiberg
Head of Division
horst.freiberg@bmub.bund.de
Mr Matthias Schwoerer
Head of Division
534@bmel.bund.de
Mr Manfred Klein
Head of Unit
manfred.klein@bfn.de
Ms Anja Eikermann
Research Assistant
anja.eikermann@jura.uni-goettingen.de

Mr András Szepesi
Counsellor
andras.szepesi@fm.gov.hu

Ms Saara Escartín Hamarinen
Interpreter
saara.escartin@gmail.com
Ms Judit Pintérné Viesel
Counsellor
judit.viesel.pinterne@fm.gov.hu
Ms Zsusanna Ruppl
Interpreter

ICELAND

Mr Jón Loftsson
Director of Icelandic Forestry Service
jonlof@skogur.is
Mr Stephen Fitzpatrick
Head of Division
stephen.fitzpatrick@agriculture.gov.ie

ITALY
Ms Lorenza Colletti
Senior forestry Officer
l.colletti@corpoforestale.it
Mr Ernesto Fino
Senior consultant
fino.ernesto@minambiente.it
Mr Giuseppe Cacopardi
General Director of Rural Development
g.cacopardi@politicheagricole.it

LATVIA
Mr Miklós Maácz
Counsellor of Agriculture and Environment
mmaacz@mfa.gov.hu
Ms Enikő Győri
Ambassador of Hungary in Spain
egyori@mfa.gov.hu
Mr Sándor Fazekas
Minister of Agriculture and Rural
Development
andras.szepesi@fm.gov.hu

Mr Martins Lidums
Deputy Director General
martins.lidums@vmd.gov.lv
Mr Arvids Ozols
Head of Department
Arvids.Ozols@zm.gov.lv
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POLAND

Mr Helmut Kindle
Director of Environment
helmut.kindle@llv.li

Ms Anna Żornaczuk-Łuba
Deputy Director
anna.zornaczuk-luba@mos.gov.pl

Mr Olivier Nägele
Leader of Department
Olivier.Naegele@llv.li

Ms Katarzyna Kępka
Undersecretary of State
katarzyna.kepka@mos.gov.pl

LITHUANIA

Ms Marta Gaworska
Head of Unit
marta.gaworska@lasy.gov.pl

Mr Kęstutis Trečiokas
Minister of the Environment
jolita.isode@am.lt
Mr Valdas Vaičiūnas
Director of Forest Deparment
jolita.isode@am.lt

LUXEMBOURG
Mr Frank Wolter
Director of Nature and Forests
frank.wolter@anf.etat.lu

Ms Monika Figaj
Senior specialist
monika.figaj@mos.gov.pl
Mr Piotr Paschalis Jakubowicz
Head of the Department
Piotr.Paschalis@wl.sggw.pl
Mr Janusz Zaleski
Deputy Director General
janusz.zaleski@lasy.gov.pl

PORTUGAL
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Mr Claude Marie Mathias Franck
Senior Policy Advisor
claude.franck@mev.etat.lu
Mr Tiago De Sousa
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