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European forests and the forest sector play an important role in supplying biomass 
and other ecosystem services for a green economy. It is foreseen that the role of the 
sector will increase due to the urgent need to move to a sustainable low carbon 
economy. Global challenges, like climate change, human population growth and 
scarcity of natural resources require urgent actions to change conventional models 
of economy.  

Until now, several European countries had adopted dedicated national bioeconomy 
strategies, aiming to generate economic growth from sustainable and efficient use 
of natural resources.  

The potential of strengthening the competitiveness of the forest sector within the 
bioeconomy and the transition to a green economy is yet to be fulfilled. Bioeconomy 
is often seen to develop in different paths and pace in the region. Resource 
availability is an important factor, but may not be main factor influencing the 
development of bioeconomy. There might be other barriers and drivers for 
development of viable and competitive forest-based bioeconomy value chains. So, 
what are the policy tools and actions needed to foster the forest-based bioeconomy 
development in the Pan-European region?  What are possible drivers and barriers 
for effective policies and governance? What possible actions should be taken to 
deliver desired change? 
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The workshop will therefore join policymakers, researchers and businesses from 
across the pan-European region to discuss these issues, and look for effective 
policy measures at international, national and regional levels. In this respect, the 
workshop will also strive to identify what further work is needed in 
intergovernmental cooperation at pan-European policy level under Ministerial 
Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe (FOREST EUROPE). 

The three sessions and panel discussions will provide an opportunity for a dialogue 
among speakers and participants. 

The first session is aimed at recent and foresight future development of forest 
sector, forest products and their role in a transition to a green economy. 

The second session will discuss preconditions for the development of bioeconomy 
strategies and policies. The session will also enable exchange on lessons learnt, 
their implications for the forest sector, including connections with the governance 
of other policy sectors.  

The final third session will discuss barriers, drivers and policy tools for enhancing 
long-term competitiveness of the forest sector in bioeconomy value chains, 
especially seeking the views from businesses on effective policy measures - how 
policy-makers should design future policies to support competitiveness of 
bioeconomy value chains in Europe. 

The workshop will be conducted in English and is open to all.  

 

Background and Rationale 

Forest Europe Ministerial Conference in Madrid 2015 adopted Madrid Resolution 
1 Forest Sector in the Center of Green Economy. The resolution covers a wide range 
of topics related to the forest sector and the green economy, including a request for 
sharing information and experiences related to science-policy integration to 
facilitate both policy development and innovation for the long-term 
competitiveness of the whole forest sector. 

Forest Europe Work Programme for the period 2016 - 2020, specifies initial action 
for the follow-up of this particular part of the resolution as a workshop promoting 
long-term competitiveness of the whole forest sector and its related value chain, 
highlighting the role of wood and other forest products and goods from 
sustainable sources (activity 4.3.3).  

 



	

 
 
Partners:   
 

		

Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe 

 

Objectives of the workshop  

In order to promote long-term competitiveness and viability of the whole forest 
sector and its contribution to the overall Green Economy, the workshop will aim to: 

• Exchange views on future policy making and governance to support 
development of forest-based bioeconomy in European sub-regions   

• Discuss drivers and barriers for long-term economic viability and 
competitiveness of forestry and forest-based industries, which provide a 
sound basis for bioeconomy, to enable relevant and effective policy response. 

• Identify possible topics for intergovernmental cooperation at Pan European 
level focused at maintaining and increasing economic viability and 
competitiveness of the forest-based sector.  

 

The workshop focuses on the whole pan-European region. Taking into account 
significant differences between different parts of Europe, the workshop will seek 
regional balance. The organizers encourage participations from all 
countries of European continent to highlight challenges and 
opportunities in the different European sub-regions.  

  

 

Expected outcomes 

The workshop report will provide recommendations for FOREST EUROPE 
signatories, by identifying relevant topics for further cooperation at Pan European 
level. 

 

 

Registration  

Registration for the workshop is available at 
http://foresteurope.org/event/13498/  
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Tentative workshop agenda 

9:30 – 9:45 Opening and welcome  
9:45 – 11:00 
 
 

Current and future role of the forest sector and wood 
based products in a green economy  
Brief presentations followed by panel discussion and feedbacks 
from audience 

11.00-12.30 
 
 

Policies and governance needed to enhance forest-
based bioeconomy  
Brief presentations followed by panel discussion and feedbacks 
from audience 

12.30-13.30 Lunch in the Norway house 
13-30-15.00 Barriers and drivers for the long-term competitiveness 

of the forest sector in bioeconomy value chains and 
effective policy measures  
Brief presentations followed by panel discussion and feedbacks 
from audience 

15.00-15.30 Conclusions and closing remarks 
 

 
 
 
Contact information 
 
Michal Vančo  
FOREST EUROPE Liaison Unit Bratislava  
c/o National Forest Centre  
T. G. Masaryka 22  
960 92 Zvolen, Slovakia  
M: +421 905 620 198  
T: +421 45 5314 556  
michal.vanco@foresteurope.org	

	

 


