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EOS:  Who we are

13 countries across Europe, manufacturing sawn boards, 
timber frames, glulam, decking, flooring, joinery, fencing 
and several other wood products;
35.000 hardwood and softwood => 80% of the total 
European sawn wood production.

EOS is the only Organisation that represents the interests of 
the primary mechanical wood processing industry. 

All decisions are taken on unanimous basis.

Mr Sampsa Auvinen, Director of Bergs Timber (publ) AB,
President of EOS for his second term.  

• Mr Ernest Schilliger - Schilliger Holz (CH) 

• Mr Joël Lefebvre - Groupe Lefebvre (FR) Vice-
Presidents respectively for Softwood and for Hardwood. 

EOS helps promote methodological thinking in the field of the 
European legislations and it aims to strengthen the advocacy 
capacity of the sawmill sector at European and national level, 
while encouraging its members to work in a more collaborative 
way.



Resource efficient and low carbon economy by 2050

The use of materials from 
natural resources in 
production and consumption 
processes has environmental, 
economic and social 
consequences.

GREEN ECONOMY aims at ‘getting
the economy right’ by reducing
polluting emissions, increasing
resource efficiency, preventing the loss
of biodiversity and valuing ecosystem
services.

As integrated part of the bio-economy, the forest-based
sector can play a significant role in decarbonizing the
economy if governments seize the opportunity to increase
the use wood products in construction and as every day
materials.

2013:“Rovaniemi Action Plan for the Forest Sector in a Green Economy”. Many of 
the priorities of the Rovaniemi action plan should be further developed and 
implemented in order to enhance the contribution of forests and the forest-
based sector for a decarbonised economy. 

The green economy concept is incorporated into the general framework at 
different levels of EU policy.



Resource efficient: always in place

In the sawmill industry, maximizing logs’ use is of
paramount importance. Sawmill operators are
increasingly looking for technologies that enable them to
efficiently process sawn timber into value-added
products. Manufacturers of sawmilling machinery are
rising to this challenge with new high-tech, high-
efficiency systems for maximizing sawn timber yield and
detecting key characteristics in individual timbers and
log.

Societal demand for products that are natural, 
sustainable, and renewable appears to be important 
market drivers in the 21st century.

Wood buildings are estimated to have a lower 
environmental impact than structures made of other 
materials => Salvaged material from the building gives 
opportunity to re-use timber effectively. Nearly all types 
of solid wood can be reused. 

Need for process innovations that minimize residues &
minimize production costs will continue.



Market: Key Facts (data in million m3) and Future Outlook 

Sawn softwood production is growing

(2%) on the back of strong

construction markets and lively

exports overseas (especially China,

which is booming, Japan and the US).

EOS largest exporters include Sweden,

Finland, Germany, and Austria. Slow

but important uptake of timber

dwellings share in Europe (Germany

presently 17%, Switzerland 14%,

Scandinavia much higher, other EU

countries probably less than 10%)

Sawn hardwood markets over the 

last few years have been hampered 

by weak sales markets – parquet, 

furniture. 

Now demand would be higher but 

raw material challenges hold sector 

back: a lot of oak sawlogs (esp. 

France and Belgium) and beech 

sawlogs (especially Germany) are 

exported to China causing sawmills 

shutdowns (-30% in 10 years). 

SOFTWOOD 2016 2017 2018

Production 82.7 84.4 85.5

Consumption 66.2 67.5 68.5

HARDWOOD 2016 2017 2018

Production 6.2 6.1 6.1

Consumption 5.4 5.2 5.3

+2% -3%



RECONNECTING FORESTS TO THE F-Bi

Carbon storage in 
wood products
& substitution effect

The use of biomass offers solutions to many of the problems 
of the fossil-input-based economy: lignin, nanocellulose, 
cross laminated timber, glulam, biochemicals, biofuels, wood-
based packaging and products, forest fibre textiles and 
countless materials can replace a range of fossil and non-
renewable materials and products with enhanced energy 
efficiency or environmental performance.

Member States and local communities should be 
encouraged to communicate to the public and to the young 
generation also  the importance of the forestrybased 
industries while showcasing the correlated innovative and 
sustainable character. 

Great emphasis on 
the role of forest as 
carbon sink 

Demand for sawn 
softwood products is 
globally strong. 

The development of new, innovative, marketable hardwood 
products is one of the most important opportunity of the 
wood based sector.



Wood products & Green economy: Wood supply is a key factor

68% of wood

logs traded in 

the EU comes

from EU 

countries. 

85%-90% of 

total logs 

processed by 

industry comes

from EU forest

IMPORT OF LOGS IN EUROPE IN TONNES

Wood mobilisation shall be recognised as one of the most significant 
challenges facing the forest sector over the coming decade. 

It is about realising expected increases in wood supply, and meeting 
rising demands for wood resources from all major end users, in an 
efficient and cost effective manner. 
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