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General figures 

• Surface : 7 235 km2  

• Population : 2 172 877 hab  

• Population density : 300 hab./km2 

• No. of municipalities : 251 

• No. of provinces : 3 

• GDP per inhabitant : 30 868 euros 



Basque forest sector 



What forests do we have? 

 
  

 

- Forest surface 494.500 ha 

68% of territory 

- Tree forest  surface 396.700 ha 

55% of territory (EU average 40%) 



- Stock 62,6 M m3 wood 

- Annual growth 3,8 M m3 



Map of ownership of land Map of representative species 

Ownership of land: 

1/3 public 

2/3 private 

Radiata pine 

Beech trees 



Producer forest 

Multifunctionality 

Biodiversity protector 

What forests do we want? 



What wood industry do we have? 



Sectoral value chain 
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The whole wood-forest sector is represented in Baskegur.  



Subsector nº of employees 

Silviculture 600 

Finishes and works 667 

Wood 1st & 2nd transformation 3.400 

Crushing, pulp and paper 3.935 

Carpentry 2.984 

Furniture 4.059 

Total 15.645 

Employment 



Wood-forest sector represents  

4.8% Basque industry and 1.1% GDP  
(1,8% considering Environmental participation) 



66% wood consumption is local 

 

88% local production is radiata pine (76%) and 

eucaliptus. 

 

60% Basque wood sector depends on local 

production of radiata pine and eucaliptus 



Stakeholders 



Public stakeholders 

Competences 

Regional level Provincial level Municipal level 

Owner of mountains 

 

Control forest infrastructures 

at municipal level (runways, 

chargers, etc.) 

Owner of mountains 

Manager of public mountains 

Legislator of forest activity 

Manager of subsidies to forest 

production 

Control forest infrastructures at 

provincial level (runways, 

chargers, etc.) 

Legislator of industrial activity 

 

Research, control of seeds 

 

Manager of subsidies to wood 

industry 



Regional level 

Provincial level 

Municipal level 

Subsidiary rules 

Sectoral municipal rules  (use of runways,  set up calendars of activities, etc.) 

Mountain provincial rules 

Decrees for forest production aids 

Basque Forest Plan 

Lehiatu programme 

Neiker (research) 

Hazi 

Basque Wood Strategic Plan 

Basque Forest Plan 

Main policies 



Institutional role 

Other public actors (not sectoral) 

The activity of forest/wood sector is determined by other not sectoral regulations. 

 

Environmental regulations  
Protected Natural Areas, even if they have multifunctional rules, they are unaware of forest activity; 

Environmental impact assessments 

 

Territorial planning regulations 
In many cases they do not consider the forest/wood activity 

 

Urban/Land regulations 
Lack of adecuated regulations to the forest/wood sector needs 

 

Transport regulations 
Use of runways, paths, roads 



Institutional role 

 
Municipal level 

Generalized lack of knowledge of the inherent needs of 

forestry-wood activity. 

 

Increasingly urban vision of the mountain and the role it plays 

in the rural economy. 

 

Common lack of knowledge of the meaning of multifunctionality 

concept that is replaced by a misinterpretation of the concept 

of "protection of biodiversity" 

 

 

CONSEQUENCE 

There is a quasi-demonization of productive forestry activity, 

which is relegated in many municipal areas. 



Basque Forest Plan 1994-2030 

Inter institutional collaboration tools 



MACRO Objectives 

Basque Forest Plan 1994 -2030 

 

5 objectives 

 

• To guarantee the diversity and permanence of the forested 

mountains 

 

• To manage the forest respecting the natural environment and 

being effective in the permanent and predictable supply of 

goods and services 

 

• To provide infrastructures and flexible research structures, 

permanent information and technical training 

 

• To provide cohesion to the entire forestry sector 

 

• To link forest action with rural and urban societies 

 

 



Management tools of the Basque Government 

Neiker 

Responsible of forest 

research 



Hazi 

Implementation of 

primary sector 

development 

projects 

Forest inventory 

 

Public mountains 

planning 

 

Participation in 

European projects on 

forest subjects 

 

Management of 

PEMA 

 

Management tools of the Basque Government 



Basque Wood Strategic 

Plan (PEMA) 

Management tools of the Basque Government 



Forest bioeconomy: a paradigm shift 

If we want a sustainable future, we have no choice but a 

paradigm shift in our economy, in our society: we must 

move from an economy based on fossil fuels to a bio 

based circular economy 

And if we want to move towards a circular economy based on 

bio resources, forestry sector will play a crucial role in this 

transition 

 

BECAUSE forests are the biological infrastructure par 

excellence: they are the main source of biological renewable 

resources 



 
Bioeconomy  

Bioeconomy CONTRIBUTES to the strategic priorities and 

opportunity niches of the RIS3: Food, Ecosystems, Biosciences, 

Health and Energy. A strategic approach around the Bioeconomy 

would strengthen these strategic priorities and opportunity niches. 

 

The bioeconomy strategy is based on the generation of knowledge, 

and therefore it CONTRIBUTES to the development of the Science, 

Technology and Innovation Plan (PCTI) 

 

In addition, it STRESSES the collaboration between the RIS3 and 

the business sector to develop areas such as biotechnology, 

agricultural sciences, food or forestry, through innovation, to improve 

its competitive position in domestic demand and to advance in 

export strategies and internationalization. 

 

The strategy presents economic and social challenges that PUT IN 

VALUE objectives already proposed by the Government as the 

generation of innovative initiatives in collaboration among the 

primary sector, the rural area, the coast and the food industry  

The Basque Country starts from an 

advantageous pole position given the 

capacities and knowledge in the sectors that 

are available, and together with the 

innovative business, facilitates the 

adaptation to this new strategy. 

Towards a Forest Bioeconomy in 
the Basque Country 



Towards a Forest Bioeconomy in the 

Basque Country. What to do? 

Main objectives 

- The transition to renewable raw materials and endogenous resources. 

- The development of biotechnologies: this will allow to develop a new generation of 
materials and solutions for multiple sectors. Aeronautics, automotive industry, 
construction, textiles and plastics are sectors in transformation that are looking for 
new solutions. 

- Transformation towards the circular economy. In the Basque Country we need to be 
able to produce more value and more jobs with less raw materials. Efficiency in the 
use of resources, the integral use of waste. Re-using and recycling will be the key. 
The generation of employment in the tertiary sector: advanced services, eco-tourism, 
etc. 

- Conservation and restoration of natural capital and ecosystem services. 

Secondary objective 

Energy transition: the Basque Country  is very dependent on fossil raw materials and 
needs to accelerate its transition to the post-oil era. 



The Basque Country should look for an adequate combination of: 

• Advanced value chains from local forest resources, generating gains in 
competitiveness and synergies with key sectors of its economy. This means: 

- To advance in the sophistication of the value chain of the paper industry, 
including the generation of high value products from the waste (energy) 

- To advance in the sophistication of the value chain of the sawmill industry, 
towards engineering and construction wood products, with increasing 
degrees of outsourcing and inclusion of added value. Advanced use of 
sawmill and construction waste 

- To improve productivity, mobilization and sustainability in the production 
and supply of wood for industry 

Towards a Forest Bioeconomy in the 

Basque Country. How to do? 



The Basque Country should look for an adequate combination of: 

- Development of new bio based materials for automotive, aeronautics, construction and 
other strategic sectors from lignocellulosic origin materials and composites. 

- Development of new products and high-value chemical specialties for nutraceuticals, 
pharmacy and fashion, but also for agriculture ... this is based on waste from current forestry 
activity and resources that are currently underutilized 

- Development of technological and business capacity in industrial biotechnology for the 
transformation of biomass (gasification, pyrolysis...) facilitating the transition of the oil & gas 
sector 

- Development of natural and cultural tourism strategies based on the forest, "Green care" 
strategies and development of economic activity in protected areas. 

Towards a Forest Bioeconomy in the 

Basque Country. How to do? 



Thank you for your attention! 


