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FTP Mission
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To implement a European Strategic 
Research and Innovation Agenda (SRA) 
for the benefit of the forest based 
sector’s actors

o Set ambitious targets for research & 
innovation

o Mobilise a critical mass of research 
& innovation

o Create opportunities for 
cooperation



Example: Vision Target 8

“Wood-based construction in Europe has tripled its 

market share, from the 2010 level, reaching a turnover of 

€ 200 billion, whilst the overall added value of the 

woodworking industries has doubled…” 

3



Example: FTP Vision Target #2

“…. Bearing in mind the full range of demand and 

production constraints*, harvesting possibilities in 

Europe have increased by 30% (until 2030), 

enabling forest owners to manage their forests 

more efficiently and sustainably. “

* In many regions specific forest growth is increasing and management is optimised 
for additional harvesting possibilities. In other regions, especially in the 
Mediterranean area, where the impact of climate change is predicted to be severe, 
creating resilient, stress-tolerant forest is particularly important. In some landscapes 
the main aim is nature conservation and providing ecosystem services. 
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Practical challenges to 
Long-term competitiveness

• Wood is a highly complex, heterogeneous material

• The perceptions of citizens, consumers and society

• Rural business (difficult to attract young people, customers far away)

• Capital-intensive industry (investments need to last for decades)

• Large collection areas and fragmented ownership (dispersed operations)

• Long regeneration periods (our actions visible to our grandchildren)

• Influence of climate and biotic disturbances (storms, drought, fire, pests)

• Policy and legislaiton on forests on the national/regional level

• 3D-challenge: operations & logistics take place with spatial restrictions   
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New technologies, markets & applications  1(2)

• CT Scanning is now being intruduced in saw mills with great potential 
for increased yield and profitability
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• Cross-laminated timber 
(CLT) production 
increased by 50% in 
2016



• Paper-based electronics
• Nanocellulose 
• Carbon fibres, graphene 
• nano-foams, composites

• Textiles from European 
Forests 

• Energy, Fuel, Freight

• Packaging 
• Paper
• Hygiene 

products
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New technologies, markets & applications  2(2)



Drivers to long-term competitiveness

• Strengthen cooperation along the forest-based value-chain

• Encourage business ecosystems around large production facilities

• Invent new, value-added services connected to traditional products 

• Support the base of the value-chain: forestry workers and contractors

• Attract the imagination and interest of young people 

• Make use of the open-skies advantage (remote sensing, drones…)

• Be an early adaptor of digital technologies and the Internet of Things 

• Be innovative in the use of enabling technologies 

• Life-long learning, education and training
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EU funding for research & innovation 
increasing 
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The European hub for research and innovation in the forest-
bioeconomy

www.forestplatform.org

@ForestETP

johan.elvnert@forestplatform.org
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