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MEETING OF THE GENERAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE 
5 March 2018, Brussels, Belgium 

 
SUMMARY MINUTES 

 
Meeting of the FOREST EUROPE General Coordinating Committee (GCC) was held on 5 March 2018, 
in Brussels, Belgium. The meeting was focused primary on the preparation of the Roundtable Meeting 
on a legally binding agreement on forest in Europe.  
At the very beginning of the meeting, Mr. Boris Greguška on behalf of the Slovak republic officially 
welcomed Germany as a new co-chairing country, as since 1st January 2018 Germany launched the role 
of the new co-chair of the FOREST EUROPE process. On behalf of the whole GCC group, he expressed 
gratitude to Spain and the former secretariat LUM for the work done during its co-chairing period and 
whished the best of luck to Germany in its new role.  
Subsequently, the GCC started with the discussion about the final account of 2017 and budget proposal 
for 2018 for the Liaison Unit. It was agreed that the budget proposal for 2018 will be updated according 
to the GCC recommendations and be approved via written procedure.  
In relation to financial issues, the GCC recommended to encourage the attendance of eligible delegates, 
especially at meetings for political and strategic debate. GCC also suggested to work out rules for the 
provision of travel support as a part of the description of the FOREST EUROPE structures procedures 
and work modalities stressing the fact that the travel support is the subject to availability of financial 
resources.  
The bulk of the discussion was then focused on the preparation of the Roundtable Meeting on a legally 
binding agreement on forest in Europe (RTM LBA). Following the decision taken by the ELM held on 
November 2018, RTM LBA will be organized on 19-20 September 2018 in Bratislava. The purpose of 
the RTM will be to exchange views and collect ideas on all options for the procedural follow up of the 
Madrid Extraordinary Ministerial (EMC) Decision.  
The GCC approved with minor amendments the summary of the previous developments on a legally 
binding agreement on forests in Europe (as the introductory part of the Background document for RTM 
LBA) as well as a Draft Agenda for RTM LBA prepared by LUB.  
The key discussion on this agenda item was targeted at formulation of the guiding questions for RTM 
discussion. Two main thematic blocks were agreed in this context: (i) general positions of signatories 
and observers towards LBA; and (ii) procedural follow-up of the EMC decision.  
It was concluded that the Draft Agenda for RTM LBA will be circulated right after the GCC meeting1, 
and the background document including guiding questions will be distributed after the GCC meeting2, 
but not later than the end of March. 
Within the next item of the agenda LUB informed the GCC about the progress made in the 
implementation of the FOREST EUROPE Work Programme and next steps planned for the 
forthcoming period.  

                                                        
1 The draft agenda adopted at the GCC meeting was distributed the same date – 5th March 2018 to FE focal points 
2 The final version of the background document for RTM LBA was circulated on 28th March to FE focal points 



2 

During the discussion on any other business, LUB provided an overview of international meetings and 
events over the year 2018, highlighting all meetings organised by LUB on behalf of FOREST EUROPE.  
GCC finally discussed possible date of the next ELM. It was proposed that the next ELM will be held 
last week of November 2018. 
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