
Green Jobs
in the Forest Sector

You are cordially invited to the Workshop on  

Promoting

Jointly organized by FOREST EUROPE, UNECE and FAO



the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
adopted by the United Nations General Assembly 
in 2015.

   The forest sector has a great potential to generate 
jobs and income, support livelihoods and 
contribute to rural development by supplying 
goods and maintaining forest ecosystem services. 
In turn, a sustainable workforce with the necessary 
qualifications across the value chain contributes to 
the competitiveness of the whole sector.  

   However, the workforce in the forest sector faces 
various challenges. The workshop will discuss 
possible countermeasures to improve the 
sustainability of the existing workforce as well as 
the creation of new employment opportunities in 
the forest sector in line with the concept of green 
jobs.

 FOREST EUROPE, UNECE and FAO are jointly 
hosting a workshop on “Promoting Green Jobs in 
the Forest Sector,” in an effort to enhance the 
contribution of the forest sector to the green 
economy in line with the Madrid Ministerial 
Resolution 1 and the Rovaniemi Action Plan for the 
Forest Sector in a Green Economy. 

The workshop is part of the EU Green Week 2017, 
which focuses on how EU environmental policies 
are creating green jobs and contributing to 
sustainable and socially responsible economic 
growth.

   The forest sector plays an important role in the 
transition towards a green economy in the pan-
European region. Greening the economy offers 
opportunities for economic prosperity, 
environmental protection and social inclusion, and 
can contribute to the implementation of 

The main purpose of the workshop is to share lessons learned and stimulate discussions among relevant 
partners within and outside the forest sector on the promotion of green jobs and the development of new 
skills for the forest sector, while supporting sustainable development and the transition towards a green 
economy. 

The workshop aims at: 

 Discussing the main threats to the sustainability of the workforce, and possible countermeasures at 
the policy level;

 Sharing lessons learned and exchange knowledge and experience on:  

.    The promotion and development of green jobs in the forest sector in the transition    
        towards a green economy;

.    Education and development of new skills needed for supporting sustainable 
development and the transition towards a green economy; 

.  The promotion of cross-sectoral approaches, innovative ideas covering all aspects of
 forestry, and mechanisms to promote new skills.

 Formulating recommendations for the promotion of green jobs in the forest sector including the
     development of new skills (upon which pan-European guidelines could be developed); 

 Exploring the potential of the concept of green jobs for communicating issues relevant to the forest
     sector to other sectors. 

Target groups
The workshop is open to all signatories of and observers to FOREST EUROPE as well as members  of and 
observers to UNECE and FAO, including the private sector. Experts from government agencies from all 
relevant sectors, including employment and education, research and academia, forest management 
organizations, civil society and industry are also welcome to attend.

Goals and objectives



08:30 - 09:30 Registration

09:30 - 09:45

09:45 - 10:00

10:00 - 10:30

10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:15

11:15 - 12:00

12:00

14:00 - 14:20

14:20 - 14:50

14:50 - 16:05

16:05 - 16:15

16:30

Opening speech by the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development of the Slovak Republic 

Opening remarks by FOREST EUROPE, UNECE , FAO

Green jobs concept by ILO

Existing policies and policy tools to promote green jobs by UNEP

Message from EU Green Week 2017

Classification systems for occupations - from the International Standard Classification of 

Occupations (ISCO) to national systems of occupations and qualifications

Lunch break

Green jobs in the forest sector - from Santander to the  joint cooperation of FOREST 

EUROPE, ILO, UNECE, and FAO 

Examples of occupations and potential new green jobs in the forest sector

PANEL DISCUSSION 

Conclusions and introduction of the themes of parallel sessions of  the second day

Field trip 

Day 2
Challenges and Opportunities for Green Jobs in the Forest Sector 

Parallel sessions

09:30 - 11:30  I.  Occupational health and safety

.

Presentation of the working groups’ outcomes

Lunch break

11:30 - 12:00

12:00

16:00 - 16:30 Presentation of the working groups’ outcomes

16:30 Conclusions and further steps 

14:00 - 16:00 .  

.

Programme
During the first day of the workshop, experts representing relevant international organisations and 
governments will provide their insights and present examples of new jobs in the forest sector to set the 
scene for the parallel sessions. 

The second day will consist of parallel working groups, engaging participants in a dynamic dialogue, 
which is expected to result in the elaboration of recommendations for the promotion of green jobs in the 
forest sector.

The workshop will be conducted in English. 

To register visit: http://foresteurope.org/event/11934/.  The deadline for registration is 20 June 2017.

PRELIMINARY AGENDA
Day 1

Setting the scene



Mr. Michal Vančo
Policy Adviser
FOREST EUROPE Liaison Unit Bratislava
c/o National Forest Centre
T. G. Masaryka 22
960 92 Zvolen, Slovakia
M: +421 905 620 198
T: +421 45 5314 556
michal.vanco@foresteurope.org

Contact  information

Ms. Alicja Kacprzak
Forestry O�cer
UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber Section
Palais des Nations, 
CH-1211 Geneva 10, 
Switzerland 
T: +41 22 917 13 75 
alicja.kacprzak@fao.org

www.foresteurope.org
www.unece.org/forests
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