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MEETING OF THE GENERAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE 

8-9 February 2017, Bratislava, Slovakia 

SUMMARY MINUTES 

 

Meeting of the General Coordinating Committee (GCC) of the FOREST EUROPE process took place in 
Bratislava, Slovakia, on 8-9 February 2017. Representatives of Turkey sent their apologies for not being 
able to attend the meeting. 

GCC meeting started with the agenda item related to the final account of 2016 and budget proposal for 
2017. The budget for 2017 was approved by GCC members.  

Later on in the discussion review of FOREST EUROPE was then brought up, starting with the 
presentation of the work carried so far and the ongoing questionnaire survey on the future direction of 
FOREST EUROPE.  

It was decided that LUB will prepare a list of countries that have not participated in the survey yet and 
try to approach them more actively to encourage their participation in the questionnaire survey. The 
deadline for filling the questionnaire will not be extended and the online system for submission of 
questionnaires will be closed on 22 February at the latest in order to guarantee sufficient time for 
analysis and preparation of the background document for the second Working Group meeting.  

GCC further discussed a way of compiling the data obtained from the questionnaire survey and 
preparation of the final report of the Working Group on future direction of FOREST EUROPE.  GCC 
recommended to elaborate two separate reports: the first one shall deal with the survey results, its 
interpretation and conclusions and the second report, which will be developed at the second WG 
meeting will address recommendations and political implications on future direction of FOREST 
EUROPE. Due to transparency reasons, the answers to open questions will be listed in the report, and 
similar or identical ideas will be grouped, if possible.  

The question of the format and the scope of the second meeting of the Working Group was touched 
upon as well. The meeting will be held on 13-14 June 2017 in Bratislava, Austria Trend Hotel Bratislava. 
It was concluded that the Working Group members will be provided with results of the survey at the 
beginning of the meeting. However, the major part of the meeting will be reserved for the discussion 
on recommendations and political implications, especially towards structures, procedures and work 
modalities. It was widely recognised that recommendations should not be formulated in advance 
(before the WG meeting) in order to avoid giving directions or influencing the FE signatories and 
observers.  

GCC also launched the first discussion about organising of Roundtable meeting (RTM) on LBA. It was 
concluded that RTM on LBA will be of an informal character, which is in line with the established 
practice of RTMs organised by FOREST EUROPE. GCC discussed having a professional moderator of 
RTM and touched upon the format of the session. GCC decided that LUB will prepare a more detailed 
plan for RTM which will be presented to GCC at the next meeting. Decision on the exact date of a RTM 
will be taken by the ELM, scheduled for November 2017. 

LUB further provided GCC with information about the progress and next steps towards the 
implementation of the FOREST EUROPE Work Programme as well as upcoming events organised by 
LUB. GCC recommended to update FOREST EUROPE signatories and observers about the 
forthcoming events in a bid to engage them and secure their active involvement.  
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GCC was briefed on planned communication events, campaigns and the establishment of 
communication platform for Expert Groups. In addition to that, long-term targets for communication 
and outreach including raising awareness at national levels were also introduced. 

Within the discussion on any other business, LUB provided an overview of individual international 
meetings and events over the year 2017, highlighting all meetings organised on behalf of FOREST 
EUROPE. Exact dates of individual events will be available at the FOREST EUROPE webpage.  

LUB briefed GCC about requests for observer status received from two organizations: 
Forestersˈ Association for a Green Turkey and European Organization of the Sawmill Industry.  

GCC was updated about the interest of IFSA students for doing internship at the Liaison Unit. The 
proposed duration of the internship is 3-6 months. The possibility of the internship for IFSA students 
was approved by GCC.  

GCC discussed possible dates of the next ELM and GCC meeting. GCC agreed that the next ELM will 
be held in November 2017 (between 21-30 November). The exact date will be announced in due time. 
The next GCC meeting is planned to be held in September 2017. 

 

--- 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

Slovak Republic Mr. Boris Greguška 

Ms. Eva Hušťáková 

Spain Ms. Lucía Tornos 

Germany Mr. Thomas Haußmann 

Sweden Mr. Gerben Janse 

Liaison Unit Bratislava Ms. Ľudmila Marušáková 

 Mr. Michal Vančo 

 Ms. Lucia Ambrušová 

 Mr. Rastislav Raši 

 


