
 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETING OF THE GENERAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE 

20-21 September 2016, Vienna 

SUMMARY MINUTES 

FOREST EUROPE General Coordinating Committee (GCC) meeting took place in Vienna 
(Austria) on 20-21 September 2016.  

The GCC discussed the preparation of the first meeting of the Working Group on the future 
direction of FOREST EUROPE to be held on 12-13 October 2016, in Bratislava.  

The LUB presented main organisational and technical aspects of the meeting including 
information on the registration of participants. 

The GCC decided that LUB will prepare list of not registered countries and try to approach them 
more actively to encourage their participation in the meeting. The WG will be kept open-ended 
and will work under the guidance of the appointed co-chairs (representatives of France and 
Ukraine) with assistance of the LUB. The format of the meeting will be a discussion forum to 
enable brainstorming about key issues that need to be further addressed with special attention to 
FOREST EUROPE achievements and added value, structures, procedures and work modalities, as 
well as interplay with other actors in the pan-European forest policy arena. Its outcomes provide 
a key input to the comprehensive, web-based questionnaire survey of opinions of all signatories 
and observers to be developed by the end of 2016, and conducted in the beginning of 2017. 

Possible involvement of independent experts was touched upon during the discussion. The GCC 
agreed to have experts at the first WG meeting to act as consultants to discuss suitable survey 
methodology. Obtained data from respondents could be processed by the LUB. It was also 
proposed that experts should be somehow involved in subsequent evaluation and interpretation 
of the questionnaire results. 

Progress made and further steps towards implementation of the FOREST EUROPE Work 
Programme was presented by the LUB. Following decisions and remarks were made and guidance 
provided by the GCC:  

 Possible members of the Advisory Group for the preparation of the SoEF report were 
discussed and the GCC supported cooperation with UNECE/FAO ToS on Monitoring 
Sustainable Forest Management in preparation of the SoEF report. 

 GCC proposed that members of the Expert Group on Green jobs should mainly identify issues 
and/or best practices in their countries in particular sub-topics to be presented at the planned 
Workshop on green jobs. In this context, involvement of industry representatives would be 
beneficial in order to define high-qualification skills for new technologies. 

 To promote implementation, the GCC supported the idea to invite and engage forest industry 
and trade unions into the Workshop on the long-term competitiveness of the forest sector 
(activity 4.3.3). Possibility to organize the Workshop back to back with EFI annual conference 
in 2017 in Oslo was proposed and should be discussed with Norway. 

 As for the action 4.4 (incorporating the value of forest ecosystem services), it was 
recommended to explore which organisations possess the most of knowledge in this respect 
and try to find a way how to involve them into the preparation of the analysis. 

 It was pointed out that the scope of the action 4.5 (forest protection and adaptation to climate 
change) and particularly the Workshop on protection of forest against natural hazards is wide, 
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therefore creating smaller groups or identifying one common aspect that would link all sub-
topics will be needed. The workshop (to be hosted by Turkey) will be probably held in 2018. 
LUB together with Turkey will outline the scope of the workshop and prepare the first 
announcement.   

 LUB will contact representatives of Austria in order to discuss possible cooperation under the 
action 4.6 (benefits of forests to human health and well-being).  

Communication and outreach was then brought up in the discussion starting with presentation of 
ongoing as well as planned activities in this working area. The importance of being present at 
important global for a, such as UNFF (as a side event or another form) in order to present the role 
of regional processes at global arena was stated by the GCC.  

Within the discussion on any other business, the LUB provided information about meeting 
between FE LUB and Joint UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber Section with the aim to identify 
synergies between FE Work Programme and UNECE/FAO Integrated Programme of Work and to 
discuss possible cooperation. The GCC was also informed on recent cooperation with 
UNECE/FAO FTS, such as (i) joint execution of the survey on the State of Europe’s Forests 2015 
report; (ii) organisation of the joint side event at the COFO meeting and (iii) joint information 
stand at the conference on a green economy in Bratislava with mutual statements released during 
the both events.  

The GCC was also informed about forthcoming visit of the LUB to FAO Regional Office in Budapest 
on 3 October 2016.  

The LUB informed GCC about receiving of voluntary contribution 1,000 € from the Estonian 
Ministry of the Environment.  

It was agreed that the next ELM will be held in November 2017 after finalizing the work of the 
Working Group on the future direction of FOREST EUROPE. The exact date of the meeting will 
be announced in due time. 

The GCC considered the need of the next GCC meeting to be held before the end of the year. It was 
agreed that the LUB will examine the possibilities of organizing online meeting.  

Elaboration of an activity map providing clear overview of all activities over the forthcoming year, 
covering all workshops, expert group meetings and other FOREST EUROPE meetings to be held 
in 2017 was proposed by the GCC. The aim of this overview is to enable the FE signatories and 
observers to plan resources for travelling and related work, identify their possible involvement and 
check the availability of respective experts.  
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