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FOREST EUROPE, being the pan-European high-level political process for dialogue and 

cooperation on forests, welcomes the ThinkForest event Building an innovative and 

resilient forest bioeconomy. 

Bioeconomy is becoming an increasingly recognized concept globally. Strategy papers focused 

on bio-based economy are emerging all over the world. Exploiting this momentum of 

bioeconomy is vital for maintaining the European forest sector’s competitiveness in the rapidly 

changing world as well as enhance its contribution to sustainable development. However, as in 

any emerging issue, there is a broad range of information, diverse views and opinions how to 

apply the bioeconomy concept. FOREST EUROPE therefore appreciates EFI and ThinkForest’s 

efforts in facilitating science-policy interface providing policy makers with the latest scientific 

knowledge and technology expertise. Common dialogue of policy makers, scientific community 

and other stakeholders is a necessary precondition for the development of appropriate holistic 

and evidence-based policies.  

Highlighting the role of forests, sustainable forest management and forest-based products in 

sustainable development and mitigation of climate change, FOREST EUROPE encourages 

raising awareness on contributions of the forest sector and its related value chain to local, 

national and regional economies through the initiatives and activities such as this ThinkForest 

event.  

The FOREST EUROPE process also puts to the forefront green economy and bioeconomy as 

the key topics for its future work. At the Madrid Ministerial Conference, held in October 2015, 

the ministers responsible for forests decided to strengthen efforts to exchange information on 

policy measures and lessons learnt to promote the use of wood from sustainable sources as a 

key renewable resource in a green and bio-based economy. In this context the ministers also 

decided to promote innovation, research, science-policy integration and adaptation of 

education and training systems as well as recognition of key role of ecosystem services.  

These ministerial commitments have significantly shaped activities of the current FOREST 

EUROPE Work Programme. Strong emphasis is given to cooperation and searching for 

synergies with relevant actors where the European Forest Institute plays a key role as a 

research body participating in the science-policy dialogue. In this respect, FOREST EUROPE 

also welcomes the new EFI strategy 2025 Connecting knowledge to action.  

We are convinced that common efforts and joint action in this field will contribute to the 

development of science-informed policies and raise the awareness on European forest sector’s 

importance for transition to competitive bio-based economy, thus supporting the economic, 

environmental and social aspects of sustainable development.  

http://foresteurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/FE-Work-Programme-2016-2020-1.pdf
http://foresteurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/FE-Work-Programme-2016-2020-1.pdf

